
"One wonders now not hy usual opportunl to relate the 
they declined but r~t~r bow 
they managed to live a long.a 
th dId' Dr. Saul sa s 
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ew Ske etons n 0 
f Anthropology Expert 

Bones Found In River Knoll Analyzed 
By Medical College's Student 01 Mayons 

Fi e-Year tudy ~There were p rts 0 our ~__~_~____~__~_______ __ 
Dr Saul' inter t developed 
hen he a consulting phy IC 

anthropologI t for five-yea 
udy which Harvard Umv i 

made between 1959 and 1963 a 
the maJor Mayan ceremonial' 
center of Altar de SacnflCio in 
outhwestern Guatemala. 
So It wa appropnat that a 

colleague met him on the tep 
here to tum over bone from 
keleton uncovered by ex-

cava tors in Maumee thl um­
mer and b Jieved to b tho e of 
Indl n 

The bon were found bout 

ix inches under ground oppos.1te
the home of Dr. William A 
Blank, 315 Ea t Harr on St, 
while \\orkmen were Ie elmg a 
knoll which hid i w of th 
river. Dr. and . BI nk his­
tory buff, turned to the medIcal 
ollege for help in Id ntifying 

th md 
f Uie 

rm • 0 teoblography , de-
of indi­

f om 
their bony remams c p 

analysis of the Mau 
e IDS. 

keleton , rather than thr e as 
origlDally believed. 
~ Two ere adult male, 

one in the 30s and one in the 
40s. The men ere "very rug­
ged' individuals, as indicated 
by size and mu cle mark­
ings. 
~ One skeleton 


ate e n-ager, ~""""';I" 

male 

~ fourth a an 


child The t ny bo 

of particular . 


L:..:....;...,..~-

Saul and Dr L. J A. DIDio,
chrunnan of the department of
anato"'" at the medical col­

•.." 

lege. 

~ The remams are presum­

ed to be tho e of Indians on 
the basI of the type of ero ion 
the teeth show. 

· Whether there was any rela­
tionship among the four could 
not be determined, as Dr. Saul 
had. no information. on how the 
bodies bad been buned. 

So Dr. Saul bas started the 
next phase of his career of "put· 
tin g people back on the 

I bones."___________~ 

A Great Deal Told 
"We can do a great d aI, even Ie =-~-==-=or-"=<"">Is"...-mos

With the mallest of bone frag- search centers on dead Mayan 
ment ," he said. Indians and their ills, h has 

'The right bone can tell u also studied phYSical variabIlIty 
about age at death, ex, body In bvmg populations. such a 
build, genetic affinities, actiVIt U.S. Air Force men (for the Ae­
patterns during life, social sta romedlcal Laboratory near Day­
tu • and many other things that ton) and the Hutterite colonie 
leave traces on the skeleton." of the Great Plains (for Har-

Dr. Saul comes here from vard University). 
Penn ylvania State University, In all these instances. he has 
where he was an assistant pro- been attempting to quantify 
fessor of anthropology. Last physical variability and to unra­
summer he gave an appraisal of vel the relationship een its 
the collapse of the Mayan Indian h reditary basis and its inter­
empIre in Central Amenca a action with cultural and other 
the International Congre aspects of the environment 
of A ericamsts in Stuttgart. Dr. Saul's teaching responsi-
Germany. He hold a PhD de- bilities at the medi college 
gree from Harvard. are expected to pro an un­


