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Dear Director:
Dr. William J. Davis, chairman of the Medical College of Ohio's xxv
Anniversary Celebration Committee, invited me to write to you (he
mentioned that I might be writing to myself
a farfetched
possibility since I am now 70 years "young") to express hopes and
make predictions for the future, i. e., at the fiftie't h anniversary
of our institution: 18 December 2014. Obviously, the expression of
hopes is a much easier task than foresee the future even a mere
quarter of a century ahead of us. On the other hand, I must mention
that Dante Alighieri, in his Divine Comedy, placed "futurologists"
in the Inferno and were punished by having their heads reversed,
condemned to look only toward the past!
My first hope is that I will be spared Dante's vision and my second
hope is that human biological energy can achieve a life span of 123
years, as it has already been predicted. At present, our life span
is 78 years for women and 73 years for men. (If this should happen,
my at present theoretically remaining 53 years should allow me to
open the time capsule we are about to seal, thus making Doctor
Davis' prediction a reality.)

Medical College of Ohio
419-381-4172
FAX 419-382-8842
3000 Arlington Avenue
P.O. Box 10008
Toledo, Ohio 43699-0008

419-381-4494
419-381 -4260
419-381-4448
L.J.A. DiDIO, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant to the President

Because I have the honor of being the first faculty member hired
by the Medical College of Ohio, I am writing the book "History of
the Medical College of Ohio. The First Quarter of a Century" (the
first volume is complete and will be enclosed in the time capsule) ,
' which is one of the special projects assigned to me by Dr. Richard
D. Ruppert, MCO president. As indicated in this book, I was
recently appointed (October 8, 1990) Acting Director of the Raymon
H. Mulford (the reason for having received the invitation to write
this letter), after having retired as founding chairman of the
department of anatomy, founding dean of the Graduate School, and
assistant to the president. I was then appointed Emeritus Professor
and two months later I was brought back from the so-called
retiremeht to be re-appointed assistant to the president to
continue my work as "historian" among other functions.
When I was hired on October 17, 1966, the site of the Medical
College of Ohio was a corn field, upon which we built our dreams
and our magnificent campus. At this time the architecture is modern
and reminiscent of the city of Brasilia, the new capital of Brazil,
a similarity related to the fact that the architects in both places
were followers of Le Corbusier (pseudonym of Charles-Edouard
Jeanneret-Gris), the Swiss master of architecture in France. In
this health science and educational center, the building of the
Library stands out, at least, as one of the most beautiful in the
world.
with this background, having thus been successful once, I dare to
dream again, mixing hopes and predictions, aware ~onetheless of
such a challenge. It has been said that " ... except for the future,
everything else is easy to foresee."
Current scientific and technological trends lead me to believe that
by 18 December 2014, the Raymon Mulford Library will be completely
automated,
at least partially robotized, with instantaneous
retrieval of complete bibliographic information for scientific and
technological purposes in the health field. From the educational
standpoint, I can expect that there will be instant retrieval of
all
existing lectures and updated,
bi and tridimensional
demonstrations of all worldwide available health sciences curricula
to continuously assist, expand and improve both teaching and
learning. There will be available to all interested persons for
home use, through telephone or telefax system, full color,
stereoscopic audiovisual materials.
Maybe,
in
addition to
librarians, our library will have resources or devices that may
provide information in conversational mode ...
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Perhaps the Library will be able to provide, on short notice, the
literature on any subject, whether in summary or complete form, in
chronological order, including translations from foreign languages,
to
speed
the
preparation
of
scientific
papers,
theses,
dissertations, monographs, and books. It will certainly make easier
to write books on the history of any topic
with the development of a controlled electronic record of
scholarship, a long range plan to make it universally and
instantaneously available, scientists will depend more and more on
the expert in bibliography and in its complex devices, thus
extending the role of librarians and transforming the library into
an information center. Investigators, working with their computers,
through the bibliographical apparatus, will have reliable access
to the record of scholarship, as indicated recently by E. Smith
(The Librarian, the Scholar, and the Future of the Research
Library.- New York, Greenwood Press, 1990).
As a former postdoctoral fellow of Anatomy at Harvard Medical
School and an enthusiastic admirer of this leading institution in
the health sciences, I will, once more, repeat that the Library
will certainly contribute to making, in the next quarter of a
century, the Medical College of Ohio "the Harvard of the Midwest
of the U.S.A.".
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