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I would like to report to you today on the progress being made in those areas where the
Union has been devoting its energies for the past several months. Unfortunately, our
attention for the moment must be diverted to a non-issue which some people in Columbus
and Toledo apparently are trying to convert into an 1ssue and a problem. If you have
read The Blade the past several days, you know I am referring to the matter of the midSeptember paycheck.
I call this a non-issue because it is precisely that. To clarify, let me point out that
I joineJ t he University faculty in 1961. i'ly first paycheck came in mid-September. And
it came in mid-September in 1962, and the fact of the matter is that the University
invariably made the first paycheck in mid-September. However, if you have been following
The Blade's editorials and the reports of its Columbus bureau yotJ might think that there
naJ never been a mid-Septernber paycheck. It appears that neither a local source--The
Slade, nor a Columbus source--a clerk in the state auditor's office, has any interest
in finding out the facts.
As a former newspaperman, I long ago learned that a reporter's first tas k is to get the
news. If there isn't any news to get, then you make the news. The efforts of a clerk
named Lynch in the State Auditor's office, and of tile lead Blade editorial on Hednesday
,lay 30 are blatant attempts to make news where none existed. And so we now have to
concern ourselves with would-be newsmakers and persons who don't want their minds
confused with the facts. And we must do this lest we have a recurrence of the experience
last year when, for reasons best known to itself, the University administration departed
from the perennial practice of the mid-September paycheck. The Union had to work hard
to put an end to that deviation from practice.
Now along comes Columbus clerk Paul Lynch to criticize the TU administration for a stunt
like the mid-September paycheck. The Blade follows his act with one accusing TU of
upstartism. Alice's wonderland certainly has come into full-blown existence when doing
things the way they historically have been done is stunt-pulling and "upstartism.
A major part of the rationale for an A.F.T. is to protect and promote the interests of
the faculty, and thus indirectly the interests of the students. We, therefore, had to
lead the battle to restore the mid-September paycheck, and at the risk of understatement
I can add that our efforts aided the administration in obtaining a ruling from the state
attorney-general permitting that first check. It appears now that we may have to divert
some of our energies once again to this matter. In this regard I hope we can count on the
support of President Uriscoll, if only because of the false and misleading statements
n~de about the administration in the local press.
11

11

11

11

11

11

11

As I said at the outset, I consider it unfort,Jnate that we have to spend time on this
matter. The facts make clear the only reasonable outcome. Until last year the first
paycheck regularly came in mid-September. Ttle state attorney-general has ruled that
check OK. And if you look at your contract you will note that it calls for you to be
on the job prior to the 14 September pay date, thus invalidating the whole pay-beforework argument. There is just no factual basis for the statement which has come out of
Columbus, and it is unfortunate--most unfortunate--that State Auditor Joseph Ferguson
has been misled by a member of his staff.
•

-20ther statements and implications of The Blade article and editorial hardly merit
attention. When clerk Lynch in Columbus talks of how other state employees are paid, he
is talking mainly of people paid over a 12-month period. !lost college people come to
mid-September without ilaving been paid for two months, some for as many as three.
Lynch's point about one employee at one institution who once skipped town with one paycheck is utterly irrelevant. And his implication that the thing to do with the taxpayers' money is not to pay contracted salaries, but to invest the money to make more
money would get quite a reaction from Ohio's taxpayers. As for Wednesday's Blade
editorial, the University is hardly "revolutionizing state pay policy" by doing what
has long been done, and the faculty can hardly be charged (or credited) with giving
birth to a new "crazy idea" which has been an administratian practice for as long as
most anyone at TU can remember.
In conclusion, then, it should be understood that at this time we do not see the
faculty and administration at odds with one another over the mid-September paycheck.
The practice is a long-standing one accepted by both parties, and confirmed by its
restoration after one brief lapse. Paul Lynch in Columbus and The Blade in Toledo are
seeking to create mountains, not out of molehills, but out of noth1ng at all. They are
doing a distinct disservice on the one hand to State Auditor Ferguson, and on the other
to the people of northwest Ohio.
Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to assert, and re-assert, just what are
the facts.

{The above statement has been released to the press.
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