


















T st Meets 
� 

For 'City Desk' 
Pheatt Play To 81 
Premiered Aug. 4 

An almMt complete cut met la■t 
night tor ftl'lt reading of "City 
De-1<," 3-aet. play by lUehard 
Pheatt � be premiered In 
u•tlll eater Aug. -i, II and 8 by 
the Unlverafty of Toledo Summer 
Seulona and Alumni Anoclatlon. 
Main role■ have been as1lgned· and 
only a few ■mall parts remain, ox,en, 
Mr. Pheatt nld. · · 

Jerry Dempiey, an exper-lenced · 
actor with the Repertoire Little) 
Theater, will play the lead aa citY,1 
editor. Kenneth Mikeaell will play 
the part ·ot. hfa. assistant. The lbve 
lntere■t "'111 be carried by Dick 
Entennian .- ■tar reporter, and 
Mrs. Robert Toael. Jamea Hill will 
play the "rewrite man" and Joe 
Hendrlkx cub reporter. 

I Macy Hell will be Ileen . u thej 
d o m i n e e r  lag and troubluome 
mother of the· rewrite man, and 
Margu-et Zaugg In an amu■lng 
character part. Beren Peteraon, TU 
"campua cop," will play a city po
liceman pan:, and Edward O'Jtellly, 
a photographer In real life, will 
play a new■ photographer part. 
othera usJgned to, roles. are the 
Rev. Ora _John110n, George Bleck• 
ner, Edward· ll'olter, Mary Teal, 
Jean Lobner, Mra, Jean B&lmat, 
Lou Thomaon, William Locke and 

' Bob n-elmark. 
Flr■t rehearsal wlt,h Fred lllm• 

mett, d,rector,. will be Tuesday 
night. Mr. ·pheatt received notice 
thla week o! a grant of coyrlght on 
"City Deak." 

I.. 



Tea To Honor 
TU Play Cast 

Studen�Faculty 
Affair In Union 

A University of Toledo summer 
seHlon student-faculty tea will be 
from 2 to , p.m. Monday In the 
Student Union. Honored guests will 
be members of the cast of " 
�sk,'...,_ play written by Ricli 
Piiel'l!"'and being presented by sum. 
mer students and the alumnae &11• 
1oclatlon of the university Aug. ,, 
II and 6. 

The gueltl!I of honor will be Sue 
To■sell, Kathleen · Klewer Sturtz, 
Brenton W. Stevenson, Get>rge 
Bleckner, Arthur Black, Dick En
tenmann, Jin&. Hlll and Mr. Pheatt. 
Nancy Brown and Dorothy Zack
rlsson, tea chairmen, wdll be as
sisted by Lee Held, Frances Chap
man, Thurayne Thomas and Nina 
McClellan. • 

.l...-





Toledo Author's Newspaper Play 
P!oves T�ril14tg �nteqainment 

'Cjty Desk' By Richard Pheatt Presented 

PleasinrlY. By_ Cast At Toledo U . ,..
By DiOK BRIDENBAUGH . . . 

A kidnaplnr,- a, �erious death and a t�o-alarm fire-obituaries 
artd a· routine �eetinlt of th� traction com-panr-Promotlon of a news-
paper's baby contest. · 

N_ewa· of:•ali theae e-vents _flovr,eq· Int? theJct�Y. roqm of a typical 
newspaper- Mt up on the stage, of -the University of Toledo's Doermann 
Theater lut ft(ght and · the trans- . -; . ' . , . . 
formation df·that newi, into a daily Alumni Aasocia.tlon•to the campus 
neW8paper -formed_ the plot of 

�
·�ema:n, _ Beren -Petersen, who 

Rlc�rd -Phl!att's new play, :•,'City e twb app��ces on-the stage 
Desk." , ·. · ; a. a "cop" aitd '.stuck to his job of 

Althouthjfew. citt room, face, tliat gtrardlnr the grotuu:L, in the aame
much excltem1ltt 'in a ti h o r t  24 efening.
hours, Mr. Pheatt, a· former usist- Tne play will have two more per
�t city editer,himself, ,gets 'The•tormances,·one tonight and another
Tribune"· .to PJIIP, with hardly a tomorrow night.
hitch. · . 

Typle&l . Staie lettlns 
:To tbe •r members ot the 

neal'.•c!ape.cltJ! audleJfce ,who never 
have seen th-unslde 0,1& ctty room,· 
"City Deak" )r9u1llt an eye-ojen7 Ing acquaint&D'Ce w It- h 1

f 
wise .. 

cracking Follllth lllatate, 
· ·Tht '•severafnewmen in the auli• 
ettie," many .'-1.l - wh� a�mltt.edly
came to see �lit; PM&tt hell •one 
right by.the�·---w a Uttle of tlillh-
1elvea In on♦ ·,ttuatlon or another. 

The •tatf-rtiettlnf WU typloal 
right down..,,;.�e. last desk. �nd 
typewriter. 

All the .,_r:ts were well acted. 
PartlcularlY.. 9u_.tatandlna- was ttie 
olty edltbrlalt#M, tft Mal· life; must 

e a: ta.th • farm: and ■lave 
driver to lmlllfll&- As pdr- · 
traYtd )?% 

The � reporters 
played tlw · . They 
ranged h ..... _ ..... __ -able re-
write m.

. 
lh the tra-

dltlon41 o c,e; to the over-
easer' "cub' re�er, w�o; in the 
play, 1ets off & real kidnaping and 
ruins the newspaper's .bineat pro
motion vent1.1te, 

"City D•� also ha.a--llleed, It 
would i;tot ;i,• • a, . iiewapa)>er play
without,. iM-''.lftllCible man'a,ing 
editor.,, p� by. J, Wesley Ll,ttle
fleld, who -.trtdee· through the city 
room proclaimlna-: "We got-ta have 

� 
humor in this paper." But, In a 
notabfe exception to rl!fll Jjfe, the 
big boas, not the little guy, gets the 
familiar pink slip as the play ends. 

Sue Tossell performs well as the 
"sob sister" and James H;ill is ex
cellent as the repotter whose trou
bles lea<! .h'im to a bottle and almost 
to the_ lqss of his job. 

Malnsfays of the plot were the 
mysterious death.:....NUDE GIRL 
FOUND IN RIVER-and .the kid
napping. of a fou�dllng baby left 
by a- .joble11 mother right in the 
middle of the city desk, 
Routine Of City Room

Woven between were the happen
ings that form what passes for rou� 
tine In a city room-the volubl� 
press agent, a blaring police radior 
the group of outragea readers, ancl 
the plaid-.shlrted "br&.t" of a copy 
boy. 

Members of the cut ranged from 
students In the Uiilverslty's summer 
courses through college· professors 
and membera of the University 
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'Ci� 'Opens}\t Doermann Theater; 
Ploy's Setting 1$ Newspaper Offic� 

····-(�:, i""�./lt- • '•:. ·: •. # 

R• h d Ph T �-- · i'!J.1'e f�· thli.t the events which Pheati In '!City .Des.It'' tried·t? cop� 
IC Or eatt r1es newspapers frequently chronicle in with the <slt

,
ua_tlon �y haVIJl,(,•-JI-

T C f D 
interesting fashion do not normally baby, subsequently k1dnaped4•' pt. 

0 On Orffl . rama take place _within the newspaper o�_the city edit.or's . desk. Thll ife� 
S . h ·r R 1 · offices I'equires that dramatists vice might_ h!lVe, 

.
for a �e.r-

omew Ot O • e0 lty-- using such an office for a setting tain amount of e:e nt had n�t 
grope desperately for devices to the baby been wh1s way to Chi Bf HANNIBAL ... TOWLE bring a.ction to the stage Itself .. Mr'. cago while the audie�ce's ey� had ·1 Blade Staff .. rtter _ · perforce to remain fQCUsed on theA new p1ay bl .Toledo's Richard city 'room. 

Pbeil.tt, "City D�," was given its , ·,Front Pa�• Recalfed' , 
firs� �fo,m�n.� l�� �iJ4t . e,t tl).e It Wl,,11 )>e recalle� th.at th!! .�t Doermann TheMer under the com- successful hewspaper · play of• aJI 
bined 'ip,oiit>rf�i!), of. ·,th� U�lver- time, "Front Page," ovei'c&me Un 
sity of Tolldct Alumni �lati(}ll inhe

_ 
ret)t ncmc;lramatic qu!!lty of

.
the 

and summ•r· -�selons. 
· · city· rQom, by having a fµglt,i\'.e con-,. cealect In a roll-top desk on-stage, 

As the titJe l�-dlce.tes, Mr. Pheat�t whicp at least allowed the. subse-
play fe ccm.ce1ned with Jife in.-• quent action to be wjtn'essed l;ly 
newspapkr ··pfflce. If "CitY, :PeA!J.t�;- the audienc& rather than mere\y 
feli somewhat short o! being· utterlv announced to th.em' by telephone. 

�, As Mr. Ph,eatt struggled nobly 
thrilling, one, reason may have bee�. . with .the. dlft'lc1,1,lt . problem of 
that the t.utlior, a man .With some dramatizing newspaper p e � p I e 
newspaper . background, attempt�d practicing their trade, so the cast 
to conform somewhat to reality. J,. bent their efforts, often with con-
recent artlole by Leeter .. (lrant il'I siderabl� success, to brea:the life 
the New YorkJierald Trtbune, cU�- into the play. They were aided by 
CW!Slng the problems Inherent h) Mr. P1'teaWs dl1tlogu.ef which WII.'! 
dre;matizing the Fourth Estate. ·

:li

d often quite excellent, · and by the 
its characters, contains this 'obs r- direction o! Fred El,nmett, whose 
vation: "Any honest newspa • assignment• of attempting to give 
man would probably . admit that pac11 to a drama handicapped by 
next to WOf1!,en reporters, eome C)f being largely reported to the audi-
the worl(l's )most, celebra,te(\- �,# ' ence rather than witnessed by · It, 
are men reporters." I! .s1>m•1 -dt was cert.Inly not an e,asy one. • 
Mr. Pheatt's charactel'II lasf lit. . Notable in the 1

11
" e cast were seemed exce111lvely dull, It 1s pq1.. Jer:ry Dempsey 11,1!. . city editor; slbly bec_ause he modeled th�m •f.!1f_ Brenton Stevenson, .. as H a r r y  , real-lite newspaper people of 'l". Warner, Sue Tossell."BH Mary Brew-acquainta.nce. ·• -� ' . . . . , ster, the baby �j>nteet ;editor; Bill 

Rigid Oonventlohs Long 'J!!B' the copy boy, .lames Hill · as. Jim Kornick, the re-write· man The · -,dlffi�1tltjr of dramatl,i:lng, 
with a ·mother cotnplex, and Rich-newip11-per. seines and people-:' li� ard EnteJimann as 'l:,om Sinclair. led both �rolJ(lv,ay dramatists· a�d• 
Many other members. _of ,the cast Hollywocid s�t wri

!»;
·" to adcip · 

j . 
certain c.onverillorill" )JI •

. 
re as· were equ� Y d'eserv· .. ,pralse. 

rigid as those of b,ra.- --, and 
generally equally removed trom real 
life. Mr. Pheatt's character11tended 
In general to follow these st,reo-
types, 'but. the seeking. !or reallt)'
mentioned above l'fllUlted in the 

nor corhpletely successful as stock
characters being nelther quite real 

. � �
-

�
-

fJ types. · 




