
First Annual Rose Garden Arts Festival-June 25&26,1966 

Held in the Civic Center Mall - rear of the Safety Building, downtown 
Toledo 

The plan for the festival for the display of works by some 100 local 
artists was conceived by Mayor John W. Potter and was presented by 
him in his "State of the City" message in which he proposed greater 
citizen use of the Mall and the Safety Building. 

With Mrs. Line Bloom Draper, president of the Toledo Artists' Club, 
Mayor Potter appointed a committee to arrange the art exhibit and 
other parts of the program. The festival included band and orchestral 
programs, with performances by the Toledo Choral Society, and the 
Toledo Summer Concert Orchestra under the direction of Sam Szor. 

Taking part in plans for the event were the Toledo Artists' Club, Mrs. 
Line Bloom Draper, president; the Toledo Choral Society, the 
American Federation of Musicians, Local 286 and 15; the City of 
Toledo parks division and public information department, 
represented by Richard Boers and Louis M. Thompson. 

The art exhibit, free and open to the public, took place Saturday from 
10:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. and Sunday from 1:00 to 6:00 P.M. Parking 
was also free. In event of rain, the exhibit would be placed in the first 
floor corridor of the Safety Building. 

Submitted by Sally Snider l 1/98 

Information from published articles found in the 
Local history Dept., Toledo Main Library 
Copies of articles attached 
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T~e Rose Garden r~s Festival 

June 2,-26, 1966 

Toledo Ci Vic Cente1~ :Uall 

Juna 25, 10: 00 A~M. t o 8: 00 P.M. 
June 26, 1 : 00 ? • M~ ·;;" 6: 00 P .r,. 

GROUPS R!~PRESEN'TED: 

The Toledo Artis·w c ~.ub 
City of Toledo Parks Division 
The Toledo Choral Soctety 

( 
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American Federation 0f Musi.cians , Local 286 and Lo,~aJ. 15 
Toledo Arts Commission 
City of Toledo Public Information Dept~ 

Easels wi.11 be obtained from Toledo Artis•~ Club, 3128 Collingwood 
Blvd.. If additional easels are n seded.> the Toledo Artists Club will 
obtain additional ones .from the f:ylvania Chamber of Commerce.. Mr. 
Dick Boers , CH 4-1961 1 Ext. 223 ? wlll provide t,ransportation for the 
aasels .. , ~ ~ ~ Ccu ~- Z..'f/-CJ(pZ$' 

u~rs i~raPer estimated 90-100 art:1.sts will exhibit.. 88 2.. - 4~ 7 S' 
• , , 2., 7 CP<q-

f- Sam Szor wil l contact the Great Lakes P~ no Co. :regarding piano for· 
concert and ba:nd.s.. pA.et::s WtC-L f-'(Cft!: c.JP 

Mr. Boers will provide 40-.50 chai rs for bands and choral use .. 

Mrs. Draper stated that exhibitor·s Will provide their mm chaii•s and ·i.ablss . 

Louis Thomson will attempt, to obtain large te::1t for use in case of 
inclement weather. 

Mr~ Boers will provide benches f er a._~a~ 

Police guard will be needed on Mell for Sat,urda.y from 8:00 P.,M. to 
1: 00 A .. M.. Sunday .t' or prottJc tion ( f e u.ipxnent. 

Mr .. Tho!'l18on will cheek with AP P8'rto and Fede~al Bldg. as t.o possibiJi·Gy 
of us:lng their pa:t.'ldng lots on s~t,i.trday and Sunday .. 

'l'he exhibito:r-s can u.sa ti1e Wa tm.~ Division parking l ot on Er-10 St. 
or Federal Bldf,;. parking lo·i, on f9islbusch for unloading of s upplies. 

Municipal park:.tng lo"i:,s b ~-:r~i,7ccm Or3.nge &nd Cherr y- wi l l be ava:J.lable f o,.' 
-vic:itors. 

'fom Bollin ::- Uni veT·s i t y of 'l' ,lsdo ~ v.:i 11 be announcer for vatiou.s musi cal 
progr 3.IDs. 

I 
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Arts .festival Pt:2ge 2 

In cae of rain., artists \"f.ill exhtbit in first floor halls and i'irs·f 
floor court rooms in the Safety Bldg 

George Morgan$ Columbia Gas ,...,, ri):-..t -o,, .,. ·..::•~ ,u.11 investigate possibility 
of portable .;as light.s £or exhib5.t area. 

Tentative schedule: 

June 25 

June 26 

Art E.xhibi t 

12:00 to 2:00; 2:00 t o 4:00; 4:00 to 6:00 Dance bands mll 
provide two-hour shows. 

Johnny Knorr 
Tony Celeste 
Jack Runyan 

Also jazz groups , i~ ~& Deacon Jones, etc o 

1: 00 to 6: 00 P oM. Ar-t Exhi.bi t 

3:00 to 4:00 P.M. Toledo Choral Society will present 
"Chickester by Leonard Bernstein and "Mass :i.n G11 by Franz 
Schubert, Sam Szor directing. Accompanist, Margaret Weber. 

4:00 to 6:00 P .. M. Toledo .SUll1i11e.r Concert Orchestra, directed 
by Sam Szor. 
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Lou.ts M .. 'l:bomson,, ,Jr,,, D.1.rcct.o:c r:.lf .Pubhc Infox-'1ri;.1.tion 
and Irnlustc:Lal P:ro:1110-L:Lon 

June 28, JS,66 

'l'hls is to ini' orm you that. :1..n my o;,inion the Rose Ga:i:·d<➔n Arts Fes t i val 
was and will be a f:i.;:i.e: amma1 0vi:.:m-t :1.n ;;tt,ars to come. 

I made a su.t"lmy of' pfwple dnd ,1sked thom only one qm-J1:ri:.ion: ~'When was 
the last time you. yj_::;;it.ed t.he Civ:i.c C~mto:." Ma)J_?c, Mos·i:. had never b0en 
there at all , sc>ruic, D.1.id. fi-:.rc1 o:r siz :f~i.,1rs s.nd one R1ru1 said five or si.:>{ 
,;.reeks ago when he hacl to c.:1r,1c in -to ps.y a -;;raff-'ic ·i,.tckcit;:, and so on., 

Ono of the artists said that a r;,;;:..n from Flo:r·ida had hea.rd our announcemen:t 
on the r1:1.dio ii.1 Cl,fcfo: Ohio arrd d:.:·::,v0 i~p to sec: ·0he exhib:Lt" I saw man;,r 
people I know who live '.l.;,-1 I,1c.u.nnee n.nd Perr.yD1:n:u'g v:l.siting. And. ,•,n.ren om, 
pz·:lsone:r· in our ;je.:iJ_ lr;qtd.:ced the ic:tce. c,:t one of the p;;,.i.nt,ir...gs .. 

viJe hixve been ask;l.ng alJ of the pcopJ.e vri'w partir::l.patcd f 01.· idea.'3 and 
suggestions on ht:;vJ to m.elrn the fi'.:r:ri,5-7f:1 next year b:l.fs;;ge.r and bet.t,g:r. .. 
Sa"turdeJr seems to 1-.,e ft 'bu.s~r da:1· f (rt' i.1ori1e jobs a!:.c1 el""'X'tSi1.1rJs ~' so I vrould 
recommend e. nhangB of ho:;.rs on i.hat. d:;.,,y.. "lJ{e should x:-t:m until 10: 00 P ol'ie 
on SoJ,ul'day rri.gh"i. inst.sad. o:~ 8:00~ 'f.'his yGa.r·.} unfortru,1ately., with onl~-
.. i~l1~~~ee Ylt1elcs fl"ow. ·the f·irs·t"~ })lanr.i.:; tiff \Jeot,ins urr~:: .. 1 tZ1e :fir'st.. day of the 
fost:i:,.,al::, man:y loce.:L lx;:,,w~s t-;ere 2lrcady booked :: oi:· 9: 00 P .,M., d.an~e eng[,0 (;•
!1lf~rri",r; ~ Or1e 'b::1nd }_fD::tE1z: ts11.::ifi.J-s'Gvt~:. t11nt, 11ri~ r2igb,··:. r:1:Lso inc],.11d0 ~1 small d.rL~leE; 
flocn.'o 

1-Jext yea!·_, I hopi:, onz:· downtc,,m s-1~01"ea 2ncl husinssf.,ea 1.11:U.l t,,;1.lrn not.is of' 
the Ju .. ta Fet:iti·i.Tal in t-he:U: edver•i.-:t·:~:.nfh Thi.rs ;;cax·., at rrw requeGt, "t"'lfamla 
jJitc11e11. of t,l1e rtesternrant 1.issoc~t ';tL:~· .. 011 ar\d I.)()1111 .. ::-om1 :rol!$dO P .. ssociat,es 
:not.i.f:Led. t.h.ei1~ t1EEilLc::t,.fJ: :i:101,,. ·.:-lilic!1 Yro t::Ls!1. ·;:,o tl1anlt ~r.;_;1e!n~ Tl1t3 Blade~ tul.,; .. 
G,\?ision and z-adio str..t.ions C".:V,?,l'Gd ·'.;;:t(>. Fcs·t:tva,1 :i.n f'i:n-i'l fash:l.cm, but 
he~~e aga-1 .. 11 the➔ 'tl1.rr,~ ~ifTB~ltf.i i:lanrr] r.t.~ 1;31'ioci V:h-lS ·t-oo sl1cz1 t,.. 'J:the rtCi[~htioj~ ..... 

hood and out1;1r:l.r:r; c:omnuP-:.tty ne:-;;-s;_:q.~m:':, 2.r;d the 1Rbo:r· nsii',spape:rs all ca,,i•iad 
arti,:: le:., .. 

Ne:·,Jrt ;YEH1r~, I th.:l.r;1}., {Jul~ g111Ylc.:n. c:! 't'bH :1l!(Jt1~lr:! ~~ot a.c t~l:v;,::: e· I liope ·;,:Ero Cflr1 

(;:oordinat{; 1:r.t i:::Xi t,hfj '.1'.'c.,J.ed.o )Jm:se ~'o::5.o',-;y .. m1d ha:ve t.h~?m par-cicip,oi!:r.~ .. 

,Srun l'\zox· :.· 17-/ho uoo.rfi.l).;ited. ths 1r.r1f;:l.1:;;1l J:;01\;tin:~~~ cf ·i:-he ;festri val; has ::r~.1gf~f:r11.~-~~ 
€~cl ba.llot:. 2.1:Kl r-JoIJD :t;>g11t r(pfB:r:~a~ ?)J t~l: {3ov-:-ft:;_ o.f cr·r- l'-7r1~s i):1:'Jisi'.=;n rGgr4-r1~/~;o;1 
·th!i"tt th<Sl"(::? 'lltlS I?.r, t,i.t:~:; ~fol" r-3'?-t' ✓v:~·G -~. ·n1:;\ir\ir\:L' -~;:,. ~(1p] iicc SOUl@ t.}:1a.~t 1zc:rir 
cu.t .jo~n1 'c,}1.e t7eE.+: 1,;:e:Jce:;,clii-i.£~ ·(Fhr, 1··-~_,;;•;;.:~_.r-E ~t. 

.. 



( 
( 

( 
( 

We had excellent cooperation from the .Musicians' Union, the Great Lak0s 
Piano Co .. , A-~B-C Gladieux Corp. the Toledo Art is·l,;s Club., Columbia Gas 
of Ohio Co., the University of Toledo end Hillebrand Electronics¥ 

I should like to thank also Dick Boers and the parks personnel who 
assisted, my secretary, Mary Bremer, who not onfy worked late during the 
week but came in Saturday "just t.o make sure1i., B:i.11 Veasey> Jack Camp
bell and their maintenance staff and the Police Division. 

It is my hope that we can call all the people that worked on this Festival 
together as soon as possible and compile ideas and suggestions for the 
next one .. 

Ona further idea i.n closir-ig, of an idea that we overlooked this year. 
Council is aware of the nUillber of requests received every year tor 
street banners advertising vai"ious events, but this occurred to us too 
late in the planning for the necessary legislation$ It should be 
utilized next yearo 

However, considering the short planning period in our first at.tempt, 
I feel the F'estival was very successful and., nth the experience of 
t.his one behind us, \le should be able to do even bett er next year,, 

~~~7-
Louis M. Thomson, Jr .. 
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FROM: Lou.ts 11!. 'r 1or,1::1on~ Jr ~ ; Stt 'i-l)t> ., L , 42u .... J • 

DATE June 21:, 1966 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Mayor John Yr ... Pott.er today announced the first annual Rose 

Garden Arts Festival to be held the weekend of June 25-26 in the C ·v1c 

Center Mall at the rear of the Safety Bldg. 

'fhe Mayor fi..r-st conceived the idea of the festival for 'l:.he 

display of vm,;-ks by some 100 J.ccal artists in his 11State of the City" 

message in which h1:: proposed greater citizen use of t he tng.lJ and Safety 

Bldg. 

Together with Mrs. Lins Bloom Draper, president c-f the 

Toledo Artists Club, Mayo1· Potter appoiuted a commit.tea to arrange 

the art exhibit and other parts of •i;he prograr.1, including performai1ces 

by the Toledo Choral .'3ociety and the Tol.edo Summer Concert Banq;tnder 

the direction of Saini.ml P ~ Szo!'. 

Five orche:3tras Yi:i.11 provide muc-ic on Saturday in wo=hou't' 

programs beginning at noon and contj_n1Jing to 8: 00 p.,m" The groups wer/:J 

provided through the courtesy cf the Amf.~rican F'ede'!'aticn of Mus1cians 3 

. 
Locals 286 and 15,. aponseored by the 11.eco1'Ciing Industr1e.s .Music Per. 

fomance Trust Funds ·~n coopera.t.:1.on ,vi th tr e Toledo Fecerat.ion of 

Musicians ., 

Richard Be .rr-~ of tbe city we: fare c'epe.rtment and Louis M. 

Thomson~ Jr o of the i,11blic information department a.l~o assistao Tri t.h 

arrangements c 

The ert. t1xlli bj_'i;. will !',.m continuou, 1y on Sncurday from .. 
10:00 a.m .. to 8:00 p flo and on 3u.nd2:1 from l. 0 w 6:(lL' P •. J '1 , V'- nt 

of rain» the first. fbor cortid~n· of vi~£ Safe ,y Bld-:; wil oJ uJed. 
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Arts Fes t iva l -~· .l:'age 2 

the orchestras of Lloyd Lewis 1 10:oo·a., m. to noon; Jack Rueyan, no~n 

to 2:00 Pomo; Tony Celeste, 2=00 to 4:00 p.,m.; Johnny Knorr, 4:00 to 

6:00 pom.; and the music of Jimmie Deacon Jones and his Dixieland 

Orchestra 9 6:00 to 8:00 Pomo 

The Sunday program wi.11 feature the Toledo Choral Society 

with a 30=piece orchestra conducted by Mro Szor at 2:00 Pomo First 

on the program will be Franz Schubert~ s "Mass in G", with sopr ano 

Judith Hauman.11 tenor Richard Furry ani baritone Philip Zaugg1 Jro 

Their second number will b9 'Chichestel(" Psalms11 by Leonard 

Bernstein,ll w-1 th boy soprano Mart:tn Britsch .. 

The Toledo Summer Concert band, again directed by Mro Szor "' 

will conclude the two day festi·i7al with a program from 4 : 00 to 6:00 Pom, 

The event is open t.o the public with free parking available 

in the municipal lots at Orange cmd Michigan Sta 

##II 


