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Dear Friend,
It is my pleasure to report to you that Toledo Botanical Garden continues to grow,
drawing visitors to an ever-changing landscape each beautiful season - In addition to
our traditions like the Crosby Festival and our exciting educational programs, TBG is alive
with new ideas and energy to attract both our loyal members and the occasional visitor.
The Board of Trustees has been working on an updated new vision and strategic
plan designed to focus our energy in three key areas: horticulture, education and the
arts. Thi s plan is a critical first step for the future success of TBG .
One of our recent successes is Toledo GROWs, an outreach program which promotes
community gardening in urban neighborhoods. In 1999, the program involved 600
gardeners, including 200 children, who learned how to cultivate and harvest flowers
and fresh produce in their neighborhoods.
As a living museum, TBG offers its visitors an outstanding array of plant life. We
appreciate the support of companies like Rupp Seed and Bodger Seed, public support
from the USDA and Ohio State University, as well as the grassroots support of our
resident gardening organizations.
As a ven ue for special events, TBG is first-rate. The Crosby Festiva l of the Arts attracts
more than 20,000 visitors over a three-day weeke nd in June. Two summer concert
series, Jazz in the Garden and Cafe Concerts, are popular with diverse audiences.
And, since 1998, TBG has been available for private events such as we ddings, business
meetings and for hosting large special events.
If you have not visited the Garden recently, I invite you to take time to enjoy one
of northwest Ohio's finest resources. There is always something new under foot!

TBG Inc. had an operating budget of
$860,225 including the Toledo GROWs
program. Revenues from membership,
donations and the Crosby Festival of the
Arts rose modestly in 1999. TBG Board
reserves were tapped to cover an
approximate 5.6% shortfall in revenues.
The TBG Board "invested " a total of
$900,677 in the Garden's operation,
events and programs during the past year.
TBG Inc. spent approximately $28,810
on fixed assets including a new computer
network.
The City of Toledo provided TBG
approximately $288,080 through the
Department of Parks, Recreation and
Forestry. Additional support was provided
through th e City's Facilities Department in
the form of carpentry, electrical, painting
and plumbing repairs. Community
Development Block Grant support for the
Toledo GROWs program was $20,000.

Total Unrestricted Revenue, 1999
(A)

In-kind City of Toledo - $249,255

(B)

Programs - $59,532

(C)

Crosby Festival of the Arts and
Preview Party - $206, 120

(D)

Plant Sale and Auction - $36,971

(E)

Grants and Donations - $262,085

(F)

Garden Gallery Shop - $173,479

(G)

Memberships - $112,631

(H)

Concessions and Sales - $20,779

(I)

Investment Income - $24, 140

(J)

Other $34,968

C, 17 %
TBG Inc. anticipates the challenge of a
5.9% increase in the year 2000 budget
as we continue to develop and tend our
Toledo treasure.

A, 48%

*Quantities are approximate and based on unaudited
internal records .

Sincerely,

\\...~.. ~ (: . i ~~
~a~ Bretzloff

President, Board of Trustees

Assets
Liabilities
Net Assets

1999
$769,355
$195,374
$573,981

1998
$796,22 1
$188,324
$607,897

Total Expenses, 1999
(A)

Program Services - $634,646

(B)
(C)
(D)

Fund Raising - $222,290

General & Administrative - $258,621
Garden Gallery - $193,346

HIGHLIGHTS

DONORS

The Board and staff are gratefu l to the
many individuals, families, corporations
and charitable foundations that have
provided financia l support for the mission
of TBG in 1999.

HORTICULTURE

The newly-installed Blair Garden located
on the east side of the future Blair
Museum of Lithophanes brought new
color and excitement to the entrance
drive thanks to TBG garden volunteers
Maj Curtis and Jim Larson. Lush garden
beds surround ing the Garden Club Forum
of Toledo were maintained by Garden
Club Forum Volunteers Kurt and Ellie
Ruecker. Members of the Maumee Valley
Herb Society, the Toledo Rose Society and
the Dahlia Society expanded the display
gardens and provided support to TBG 's
programs.
Thanks to the efforts of the Black Swamp
Hosta and Daylily Society, TBG 's celebrated
collection of hostas was expanded from
137 to 300 different species and cultivars,
and the daylily collection was increased
sign ificantly as wel l.
The popular annual Spring
Plant Sale and Gardeners'
Auction was expanded in
1999 to include a
workshop and tours during
the week leading up to the
sale. Nationally-known
perennial expert and
author Tracy DiSabato-Aust
shared gardening tips with
a sold-out audience.
Revenue raised from the
spring sale and auction
helps to maintain and
expand TBG's plant collections, and w ill
help fund the construction of a 2,000square-foot poly house to provide
additional greenhouse space.
Area growers benefited from ongoing
greenhouse research, including the Selecta-Shade light control program and a
Hydroponics Demonstration Project
funded through the USDA in partnership
with Ohio State University.
Thousands of
annuals provided
to the City of
Toledo's Urban
Beautification
Program from
TBG 's greenhouse
brightened
landscapes
throughout
the city.
TBG 's gardens
were enhanced
by more than 300
flats of annuals
grown from
seeds furnished
by the Badger
Seed Company
and Rupp Seed
Company.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Since 1988, TBG 's International Internship
program has provided horticultural and
cultural exchange opportunities for
American and International students.
In summer 1999, TBG welcomed four
students - two from Hungary, one from
Russia and one from the Toledo area.
An Intern Fund was established this year
through the generosity of longtime
Garden Hotline volunteer Leigh Russell
and his wife, and augmented by a gift
from the Walter Terhune Memorial Fund.

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH:
TOLEDO GROWS

A diverse group of over 600 gardeners,
including 200 children, participated in
TBG's outreach program Toledo GROWs.
These gardeners cultivated 28 gardens
totaling 50,000 square feet throughout
the city, and produced a harvest valued
at $43,000. Much of this produce was
donated to area food kitchens and
pantries.

EDUCATION

More than 8,300 children in kindergarten
through grade eight enjoyed field trip
opportunities in Nature Education and
Pioneer Life. More than 600 people
participated in the Growing Education
program's adult and family classes offered
in 1999.
Summer Day Camp, presented in collaboration with Lourdes College, was filled to
capacity as 265 students explored science,
nature, gardening and the arts in oneweek sessions at both locations.
To ensure that
children from
throughout the
community
were able to
share in TBG 's
educational
opportunities,
scholar-ships
were made
available
through the
Christ Child
Society, the Science Alliance Valuing the
Environment, the American Association
of University Women, the Ohio State
University Extension Office, Toledo
GROWS and other grants.

casing the talent of many local cooks and
their ethnic specialties.
Heralding the Holidays featured a sale of
holiday gift items and decorations created
by the members of TBG's resident arts and
horticultural organizations. Carolers, a bell
choir and warm refreshments added to
the festive atmosphere.

VOLUNTEERS

From designing flower beds and tending
gardens, to preparing mailings, to assisting
Garden Gallery shoppers and countless
visitors, volunteers play a vital role in TBG's
day-to-day operations. More than 600
volun teers contributed over 21,000 hours
in 1999, providing indispensable
assistance to the staff.

VISITOR SERVICES AND RENTALS

A commitment to hospitality and
excellent service has encouraged the
growth of the rental program, resulting
in more than $23,000 in revenue in
1999, a 109 % increase over 1998.
TBG's exquisite gardens and picturesque
landscapes provided a scenic setting for
the 145 groups who hosted weddings,
outdoor ceremonies, meetings, receptions
and other functions.

SPECIAL EVENTS

GARDEN GALLERIES

TBG's festivals, concerts and other events
enlivened the gardens throughout 1999,
celebrating the talents of visual and
performing artists and drawing thousands
of visitors.

Renovations in 1999 brightened the
Garden Gallery gift shops and provided
more display space. The stores' inventory
evolved to include new artists and
vendors, live plants, and an expanded
selection of gardening items . An "Artist
of the Month" program highlighted local
talent and provided collectors an opportunity to meet the artists and see them at
work. Sales increased 20% over 1998.

The 34th annual Crosby Festival of the
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MEMBERSHIP

The financial support of TBG's members is
critical to maintaining and supporting the
Garden and its many programs. In 1999,
membership increased 18% to 3,142, and
147 members elevated their level of support.
Arts enjoyed a record-breaking year. The
juried art fair attracted more than 20,000
visitors, who purchased works by 232 fine
artists and sampled a variety of food and
entertainment. The Festival paid homage
to its beginnings at the Rose Garden Art
Festival in downtown Toledo with a special
exhibit titled "Roots to Roses." More than
$65,000 was raised through booth fees,
admissions and corporate sponsorship.
Two summer concert series, Jazz in the
Garden and the lunchtime Cafe Concerts,
attracted thousands of area residents who
enJoyed lively performances staged in the
Garden's colorful and fragrant setting. A
new program, A Little Jazz: Jazz for Kids,
presented an interactive version of "Peter
and the Wolf." Both jazz series were copresented with the Toledo Jazz Society.
The Artist in Residence program,
presented with the Toledo Potters' Guild,
the Arts Commission of Greater Toledo
and the University of Toledo, brought
renowned ceramicist Bill Hunt to the
Garden. Professional and novice artists
and members of the public attended a
series of lectures, workshops and open
studio sessions as Mr. Hunt created garden
pots for TBG.
In its third year, the Ameritech
International Harvest celebrated
our community's cultural
customs with international
foods, dance and displays.
New in 1999 was a cooking
demonstration stage, show-

TRIBUTES

Donations toward the purchase and
maintenance of benches, plants and other
garden gifts provide a lasting tribute and
gift to the community in memory of, or
in honor of, a friend or loved one. TBG
received more than 4,600 tributes totaling
$21,627 in 1999.

IN MEMORIAM

TBG staff and visitors mourned the deaths
of two long time staff members in 1999.
Sally Forschner, who passed away in April,
shared her enthusiasm and love of the
natural world with many area teachers
and students as an instructor in the Nature
Education program. Gardener Winnie
Brehmer, who tended TBG's perennial
gardens each summer, passed away in
November. Many w ho wandered through
the gardens wi ll miss her ready smile and
knowledgeable answers to their questions.

RESIDENT ORGANIZATIONS

TBG provides a home to 19 resident
arts and horticulture organizations, which
host meetings, events and classes at the
Garden and actively support and tend
the gardens.
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In-Kind Donors

The following individuals and
organizations have generously supported
TBG through in-kind donations of goods
and services in 1999.
$500+
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