I.NSXI.TUTE FOR, GLOBAL EDUCATION
DISARMAMENT STATEMENT
The monstrous infrastructure upon which all the institutionalized
inhumanity of the world rests is the mentality of militarism and imperialism. Hunger, poverty, illiteracy, unnecessary illness, and the unjust
political, economic and social systems of the world, all rest upon that
infrastructure.
It is abhorrent that militarism and imperialism are part of the history of human kind. But, what is even more frightening is that they
could be the last chapter in that history. For many people of the world,
they are already the last chapter. However, the fact that militarism and
imperialism are ways of thinking about the world, as well as acting, provides us with some hope. This evil mentality, which causes a terrible
waste of human and physical resources, can be changed through education.
In order for these topics to appear in the curriculums and classrooms of
the world, thoughtful and firm leadership must be exerted.
We must build anew upon the principles of justice, equity and peace.
It is only through education that this platform can be built. This is
the platform that the serious advocates of peace need if they are to prevail.
It is also through education that innovative and useful techniques
for ridding the world of the militarism-imperialism will be discovered.
A step in this direction would be the diversion of funds designated
for arms expenditures to expenditures for education about militarism and
imperialism. The money being spent to bring about the destruction of
the world should be spent instead on peace education and development.
Institutions and systems should be judged on their propensity to create
peace and th~n be retained or discarded accordingly.
Therefore, every proposal introduced at the SSD II, which will divert armament funds to peace research and education about militarism and
imperialism shOuld be supported. These proposals might include taxing
arms sales, as: suggested in the Waldheim Proposal, and taxing the imperialistic economic and political behavior of corporations and nations to
support peace education and research. Serious consideration should be
given to the inclusion of a proposal embodying a statement concerning
the need for education about militarism and imperialism in every disarmament and New International Order document.
The members of the IGE support all proposals consistent with the
principles inherent in the foregoing s.taterrient.
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