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Toledo, Ohio
Sept. 10, 1927
Report of the Historian of the
Alumni Chapter of
Phi Kappa Chi Fraternity
This remark was made to me this very morning by a .brother
of Phi Kappa Chi--and, by the way, a man who attended another
university in addition to our own in Toledo, and who is a member of a large national fraternity--he says,•Phi Kappa Chi
means a great deal to me, because there are men within its
membership with whom I expe9t to keep in intimate touch as
long as I live. 11 He went on to explain his meaning. Hie national fraternity mea.ns much to him, but contact with other
brothers is rare. But he does meet brothers of this fraternity ·
wherever he goes in Toledo; he attends our alumni and active
chapter meetings; he hears about out-of-town brothers, and corresponds with some of them. In other words, he is planning to
make Toledo his home, and he is making his friendships .among
the local brothers; and he is mighty thankful for this fraternity because it is in a position to serve hie fraternal spirit.
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At the present time the fraternity is divided into three
classifications--the Alumni chapter, the Active chapter, and
the group of out-of-town members. The Alumni chapter is active;
the Active chapter is active, and I trust my meaning here is not
confusing; and I believe it is one of the purposes of this Homecoming to induce the out-of-town group to become more active •
The time may come then when one Active group will include all
of us.
Some of you may have heard this colored character on the
Keith circuit who, during the course of his monologue, claims
to be one ot a very large family-such a large farnily,in fact,
that he was twenty-one years of age before he knew that a chicken had anything beside a neck(that was all that remained when
he was served). He claimed that the family was so large that the
mother herself oould not keep touch with all of them, and she
had to start calling them together on Wednesday in time for
church on the following S'Wlday. Our own family is growing to
such porportions and it was felt necessary to make some effort
tolnake someone responsible for keeping in touch with all the
members of Phi Kappa Chi. Thru our very able corresponding
secretary most of the brothers are kept informed of what we
are doing, and the office of Historian has been created tO-keep
us informed as to what you are doing. The police records have
been of great assistance to me- a.nd very interesting, too.
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This fraternity now numbers one hundred twenty-four members. The nu.'llber of active members at this time is rather
hard to determine because the University has not opened yetbut therfl will be approxi mately twenty-five actives to start
the coming year, an unusually large number. The University is
now attracting more students to take a full four-year course of
study and we are not losing so many actives each year by migration to other universities as in former years. This tends, I
-.-ix... believe, to make a healt~ier fraternity spirit because
we are all associated for a longer period of time. You will
have a report from the Active chapter today so I will pass on
to the Alumni.
The Alumni chapter should number one hundred twenty-four
minus twenty-five in order to satisfy the statisticians and
expert accountants present. But we should add our two faculty
members to the active list, and leave the alumni group to number
approximately ninety-seven. Of this total thirty-nine are in
Toledo, and twenty-one more are within three hours travel.
Thirty-seven are classed as out-of-town members. The whereabouts
of the majority are known; many of them have corresponded with us
from time to time, all of them displaying a very splendid interest in
the progress being made by Phi Kappa Chi • .
It has been my p~licy to build up my records largely from bits
of information both heard and overheard wherever the brothers congregated. The purposes of a Historian might be better served if
a questionnaire was sent to each one of you, but I am afraid we
are a bit fee up on that method as being too cut and dried. Information given voluntarily will make these records more human
and much more valuable. This black bound book contains a leaf for
every member. In some cases the information is meager, but it is
at least authentic. I am leaving these records with you and I
assure you that you are free to pencil any information you wish
regarding any of our brothers. Any use of the information already
gathered herein will repay the Historian for his efferts to date.
Allow me to say, in closing, that I believe this Fraternity
needs an Historian because we do want to "keep in intimate touch"
with each other 11 as long as we live. 11 It has been a real pleasure
to interview the parents and friends of out-of-town brothers, a.md
many of the latter have turned out to be very interesting correspondents. The local alumni have all been willing to assist; and,
all in all, I believe that the poemtion of Historian is such an
enjoyable one that a new brother should serve each year. ·
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