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ORDER OF SERVICE
PRELUDE

Medley of Hymns

GREETINGS
*HYMN

James Levy
The Rev. Margaret L. Dodds

"Our God, Our Help In Ages Past"

No. 210

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison)
Almighty God, whose will is sovereign and whose mercy is
boundless, look upon us in our sorrow and joy, and enable
us to hear your word, that we, through patience, the
encouragement of the scriptures and personal remembrances,
may hold fast the assurance of your favor and the hope of
life eternal; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Isaiah 61:1-3
Psalm 23
1 Corinthians 13
John 14:1-3, 18-20, 25-27
A READING

"To Uncle Si"

GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE
Profile in Faith
Thoughts and Prayers
MUSIC

"If, On a Quiet Sea"

RECITATION OF DANISH HYMN
"THAT CA USE THAT CAN NEVER BE LOST"
(Lisle Fellowship Theme Song)
That cause can neither be lost nor stayed
Which takes the course of what God hath made;
And is not trusting in walls and towers,
But slowly growing from seeds to flowers.

Penny Haughwout
NY '42, WG'47

Dr. Walter Ligon
NY '48
Lislers and Friends
Dr. Mark Kinney

Kr. Ostergaard

Each noble service that men have wrought
Was first conceived as a fruitful thought;
Each worthy cause with a future glorious
By quietly growing becomes victorious.
There by itself like a tree it shows;
That high it reaches as deep it grows;
And when the storm are its branches shaking,
It deeper root in the soil is taking.
Be then no more by a storm dismayed,
For by it the full grown seeds are laid;
And though the tree by its might it shatters,
What then, if thousands of seeds it scatters.
A CLOSING THOUGHT

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

*FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE

"Kum Ba Yah"

Dr. Mark Kinney

*MOMENT OF SILENCE
POSTLUDE

"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"

Everyone is heartily welcome to this service in remembrance and
thanksgiving for the life and ministry of DeWitt "Uncle Si" Baldwin. You are
invited to share something of your own thought or prayer during the "Gifts
of Remembrance," and you are encouraged to join the Baldwin family for
refreshment and fellowship following the service.
The flowers at the center of our circle are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of DeWitt Baldwin by his family, which includes his
son, DeWitt C. Baldwin, Jr; his daughter-in-law, Michele; his granddaughters,
Lisa and Mireille and her husband Mark Thompson; his sister, Virginia
Kinney; and his sister-in-law, Mildred Judd. The globe is a symbol of the
Lisle Fellowship, which under the leadership of DeWitt and Edna Baldwin
has created a worldwide family of understanding and love.
Memorial gifts may be directed either to The Lisle Fellowship, Inc. or
the Memorial Fund in care of Rockville United Church, 355 Linthicum Street,
Rockville, Maryland 20851

DEWITT CLAIR BALDWIN
1898-1993
DeWitt C. Baldwin was born April 12, 1889 in Verona, New Jersey.
Soon the family moved to San Francisco, where young DeWitt
experienced the famous earthquake and fire of 1906, a topic he loved to
discuss in his later years. Shortly after that event, the family returned
to the East Coast and, in the summer of 1913, moved to Bangor, Maine,
where DeWitt entered Foxcroft Academy. In 1915, he attended
Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut, where he received his
now famous nickname "Uncle Si'. Coming from a very religious family,
he decided early to enter the ministry.
After graduation from
Wesleyan in 1919, he attended Garrett Biblical Institute at Northwestern
University in Evanston, Illinois.
Meanwhile he had met Edna Aikin, a student at Northwestern, in the summer of 1919 while worl<ing in the
Malaya section of the Methodist Centennial Exposition in Columbus, Ohio. Their friendship continued as they
worked collaboratively at St. Luke's Methodist Church, a city mission of Chicago's West Side. This led to their
engagement on February 14, 1921. They were married on August 3, 1921. In the summer of 1922, their son,
DeWitt, Jr., was born in Maine, where Si was seiving as pastor of the Methodist Church in East Corinth, Maine.
In 1923, they were sent to Burma as missionaries in the Methodist Church. From 1923 to 1924, DeWitt was in
Pegu, Burma; from 1924 to 19'29, he was superintendent of the Indian District in Rangoon and pastor at the
Tamil Church. In 1926, he became pastor of the English Church and superintendent of the English District in
Rangoon. He and his wife studied Indian languages in 1923 in preparation for their later work with schools
and village reconstruction programs in southern Burma for Tamil, Telegu, Hindustani and Urdu children.
By the time they returned to the United States in 1929 on furlough after an eventful trip through Asia, DeWitt
and Edna were convinced that the western idea of missions needed a new direction. They believed that it
should be a shared vision - that those in the West had much to learn from the East - developing this idea into
their concept of "world-mindedness". They returned to the mission field in 1930, but only to complete the new
church in Rangoon, following which they renewed their efforts to return to this country to teach worldmindedness. Their radical idea was not received with enthusiasm by the Mission Board and they were without
a job for two years. To prove their point, they personally conducted a national suivey of college students,
reports of which raised enough concern on the part of the Methodist Board of Foreign Missions that in 1935,
they hired DeWitt as Secretary of Student Work.
The Baldwins' earlier work on college campuses had convinced them that talk and inspirational messages were
not sufficient to create the kind of understanding they believed basic to the concept of world-mindedness. In
its place, they designed a unique intercultural, interracial and interfaith cooperative learning and community
seivice experience for students, which provided learning and practice of the basic principles and methods for
achieving world understanding. In 1936, an initial group of students gathered in Lisle, New York,, for what
later became known as the Lisle Fellowship. Uncle Si continued in his position with the Board of Missions and
Church Extension of the Methodist Church until 1945. In 1948, he was invited by Franklin Littell to become
full-time director of Lane Hall and The Student Religious Association at the University of Michigan, a position
he held until 1968. Upon retiring from the University of Michigan, he was invited by Franklin Littell, then
President of Iowa Wesleyan College in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, to become Professor of lntercultural Education and
Dean of Stud ents, a position he held until 1970, when he and Edna moved to Rockville, Maryland.
During his lifetime, he received many awards, including an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Iowa
Wesleyan in 1%7 and, in 1968, the Brotherilood Award of the National Conference of Christians and Jews.
Uncle Si continually forged new directions: introducing the concept of 'one world' and "world-mindedness"
in the early 1930's; creating the intercultural, interfaith, interracial Lisle Fellowship Program in 1936; inventing
the term "laboratory experience in human relations' in the late 30's; founding th·e Association for the
Coordination of University Religious Affairs (ACURA), for which he received a national citation in 1967. In
1%8, he was invited to join in raising public support for the Peace Acts introduced in the 91st Congress that
year. He later seived as Chairman of CODEP (Council for a Department of Peace) and PAX (Peace Act
Advisory Council).

