1, Safdarjang Road,
New Delhi.
August 17, 1969.
De ar colleague,
The Congress Part y ha s been going through a
period of anguish during the l a s t few weeks. Senior
colleagues in the Party h ad taken differing stands
in regard t o the Presidential election, leading to
a good deal of confusion amongst ou r members. It ·
ha s been said that this is a struggle f or power and
a clash of personalities. But t o my mind the
difference s that have ari s en i n t he Party have much
deeper significance and are based ron the approaches
to the problems and programmes f~cing t he country
today. The se differences have exi sted in our
organisation for qui te some time and in a sense this
c limaxed in the difference s over t he Presidential
election.

I f eel that the issues involv ed go beyond the
Presidential poll. The result of the electi on, one
way or the other, will not resolve t h e difference
over the manner in which our basic policie s of
democracy, secularism, socialism and non-alignment
are implemented.
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I believe that there is a broad consensus in
the Party in regard to the future c our se of our
economic policy. The resolution adopt ed at the
Bangalore session of the AICC was only a refl ection
of the general feeling of the large section of t he
members in our organisation. What is now called f qr
is for us to go through a process of heart-sear chi ng
and a consc ientious reappraisal of the functioni ng of
the Party and to formulate methods for the i mplementa•
tion of our basic policies. I am convinced that it
is not merely a matter for governmenta l act ion and
legilative measures, but the Party organisat ion at
various levels should also get committed and involved
in the implementation of these policies. Mer e
legislative enactments and· administrative fiats cannot
bring about social change, and what we are seeking
to achieve is social change through the impl ementation
of our basic policies through democratic processes. ·
Unfortunately, in the course of the years, our
organisation has been losing that dynami sm and
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crusading spirit necessary to bring about a change
in the attitudes and the thinking of our people. I
have a feeling that as a Party we are losing contact
with the vast masses of our people and especially
with the youth. We do not seem to share their joys
and sorrows. The real problem facing us today is
how to recapture the missionary zeal which animated
the organisation during the days of our freedom struggle.
We took a very important step after the Bangalore
session in nationalistng the 14 major banks. This
has kindled a sense of 'hope and confidence in the
minds of the common. man that there is now a serious
intention to tackle the problems of unemployment and
o~ the poverty affecting millions of our countrymene
But how far have we succeeded at the Party level t o
take advantage of this new situation, to mobilise
the support of the people in order to create momentum
for follow up action and for the implementation of our
socialist policies? The nationalisation of banks was
very much a part of our own programme. However, with
. a few exceptions, our Party has left this historic
step unnoticed, whereas opposition parties have been
claiming credit for this measure and organising
meetings and processions.
This has given the opportunity for some people
to cloud the issues by raising the old bogey of
Communism and Communist influence. Other countries
have had similar experiences. Any liberal, social
or economic reform produces a reaction in the vested
interests and conservative elements. 1 want to
assure my Party colleagues that this has no basis
whatsoever. ·- As a Party, we are committed to democracy
and the democratic way of life. We stand firmly by
this basic approach.

I appeal to every Congressman to ponder over
this state of affairs. How are we going to rejuvenate
and galvanise the Party as a potent instrument for
mobilising public opinion and seeking its support,
and at the same time create conditions in the country
for speedy evolution of social change? Unless this
is done, the forces of vested interests and reactionary
elements in the country will take hold of the situation
and obstruct our progress. The differing stands which
leading Congressmen have been taking with respect to
the accepted policies of our Party have brought about
confusion and consequent inactivity in the organisation
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at various levels. This situation can be improved
only by a team of leaders and workers - at Government
as well as Party level~ who are entirely devoted and
committed, who believe heart and soul in our basic
policies and who will give sustained and dedicated
cooperation for speedy action to translate our promises
into reality. The Congress can be revitalised only
by such dedicated and united leadership with a common
outlook and only a revitali sed Congress can ensure
the successful imp1ementation of our social and economic
policies. Experience has taught us that lack of unified
thinking and outlook in the leading councils of the
Party and the Government paralyses both, making them
incapable of forward action.

~

I seek your ~ilole·hearted cooperation in bringing
about such a revitalisation of the Party. -whoever be
the individuals, if the Congress is to regain its
position among the people, it mu.nt create a leadershi.p
which thinks, speaks and acts with unity of purpose.
The events of the last few weeks have created an
atmosphere of mutual distrust and recrimination. We
~hould make a determined effort to end this. The unity
we forge aas to be based on policies and programmea •
and such unity should be on the basis of a commitment
to the people of India. A new door has opened and a
new deal is in the offing to the toiling millions of
our country. l have profound faith in the vitality of
our organisation and in its infinite capacity to adapt
itself to meet the demands of new situations. Let us
then march forward, shoulder to shoulder, towards the
new goals that we have set ourselves in the service of
our Nation and our people.
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With good wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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