PRIME MINISTER

No.668-PM0/68

New Delhi,
Ju.J.y 19, 1968

Dear Dr. Chandrasekhar,
I have seen an interview with you, which was
published by the U.s. News & World Report, Inc. some
time ago entitled "Too Many People - Is India Facing
Disaster?"

~

I appreciate the importance of giving facts
relating to our population problem as also the various
programmes which we have Ul)dertaken to control the
_
present fast growth. But I must confess that I find
many of the observations ascribed to you rather surprising.
Some of these are mentioned in the enclosure.
At one place the public indictment of our statistics,
census figures and figures relating to economic growth,
1' ~-c.tli ~ " ' : coming from a Mini st§" , apart from being unjustified,
~""v~e....., 1 , _ will cause otivlous embarrassment.
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Similarly, at another place you have made some
remarks about the past functioning of the Population Control
programrµe. It was obviously not desirable to have made
mention of individual Ministers, \ho were then concerned,
in the t~rms in which this has been done.
The report contains many adverse comments on the
response of the State Governments and you are reported to have
talked of State Ministers as ttundedicated'', "not well informed"
and "apathetic". These reflections and generalisations will
naturally be resented by State Governments.
I can only hope that there has been some misreporting of
this interview. I should not like to imagine that you could
persuade yourself to malre these observations, more specially
when they were to be published. I am afraid many of them are
likely to be picked upon some time or the other, and raise
avoidable controversies. I should like you to let me have
your comments in the matter.
. Yours sincerely,
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(Indira Gandpi)
Dr. S. Chandrasekhar,
Minister of State in the Ministry
of Health and Family Planning,
New Delhi.

