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IN MEMORIAM
During the critical years when the University of Toledo depended
for its existence upon the active interest of a small group of farsighted men and women, George Philip Hahn was a member of the
Board of Directors. For a decade and a half (1916-1931) he promoted the well-being of the University. As Chairman of the Academic
Affairs Committee of the Board, he was instrumental in the raising
of standards that enabled the University to become a fully accredited
member of the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools in 1923. In 1928 his was a potent voice in the campaign that
made real the dream of a municipal university adequately housed on
the 114-acre campus on West Bancroft Street.
As Chairman of the Committee on Relocation and Rebuilding
from 1928 to his retirement from the Board in 1931, Judge Hahn
made sure that the new buildings provided by the proceeds of the
$2,850,000 bond issue approved by Toledo's voters were to be beautiful
as well as useful. The tower that crowns University Hall, that stands
now as a landmark dominating the countryside, is a monument to his
v1s10n.
In 1936 Judge Hahn helped to organize The Friends of the
University Library and became the first President of the Society. In
that capacity he has given invaluable counsel, and his encouragement
has been a source of inspiration to those who have undertaken, through
the Society, to strengthen the collection in the University Library.
The first fruits of that effort are noted elsewhere in this Bulletin.
And the movement to strengthen the Library as the power house of
the University, by enlisting the active support and generosity of Toledo's citizens, owes an incalculable debt to Judge Hahn.
[ 3]

THE FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

THE FIRST YEAR

•

"Books . . . . doe contain a potencie of life in them to be
as active as that soule was whose progeny they are; nay, they
do preserve as in a violl the purest efficacie and extraction of
that living intellect that bred them."-MILTON, Areopagitica .

•

Founded in 1936 to strengthen the collection in the University
of Toledo Library, The Friends of the University Library already has
made noteworthy provision for needs immediately apparent. Since
the first meeting of the Society on September 30, 1936, some 200
volumes representing a total retail value of approximately $800 have
been purchased. In addition, the Society has stimulated gifts of books
to the University Library.
Among the notable accessions provided are 43 titles published by
the Yale University Press and representing a retail value of $204.50.
Because of an opportunity made available to libraries of educational
institutions through the gift of an Anonymous Graduate of Yale,
these volumes were purchased at half-price. At the annual meeting of
the Executive Committee of the Society, held in the Toledo Club
Thursday, February 4, 193 7, approval was given for the purchase of
68 more titles on a list compiled from unfulfilled requests made by
faculty members for books immediately needed .

•

ROSTER OF MEMBERS
Active Memberships, which by action of the Executive Committee will
extend through the fiscal year that ends on January 31, 1938, now number
189 and are held by the following persons:
Austin, Judge James, Jr.
Bamesberger, Mrs. Fted
Basch, Sylvain L.
Beesley, Mr. and Mrs. E. N.
Belknap, Mrs. Charles B.
Bell, Mr. Frank S.
Bell, Mrs. Frank S.
Bell, Mrs. James B., Sr.
Billstein, Mr. Alfred H.
Bissell, Miss Charlotte S.
Bissell, Mr. Fred
Bloch, Mr. H. R.
Block, Mr. Paul, Jr.
Block, Mrs. Paul
Block, Mr. William
Boeschenstein, Mr. Harold
Boggs, Mr. Nolan

Bowman, Mr. Waldo M.
Bowman, Mrs. Zorah W.
Brandeberry, Mr. J. B.
Brindley, Dr. A. A.
Brooks, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin P.
Brown, Mrs. Clarence
Caldwell, Mr. and Mrs. Junius
Campbell, Miss Bess M.
Canaday, Mr. and Mrs. Ward M.
Carter, Mr. and Mrs. Henry W.
Carter, Mr. R. L.
Carver, Mr. G. Glenn
Carver, Mrs. G. Glenn
, Caughey, Miss Jessie A.
Chamberlin, Mrs. Harrie R.
Coates, Mr. F. R.
Connelly, Mr. David V.
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Consaul, Mr. and Mrs. F. I.
Crowley, Mr. J. P.
Daniells, Dr. Ralph P.
Daniells, Mrs. Ralph P.
Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Sam
DeWolfe, Mrs. Chub
Doermann, Mrs. Henry J.
Dority, Miss Florence
Dority, Mr. and Mrs. S. R.
Drake, Mr. John L.
Dunn, Mrs. Robert C.
Easley, Miss Katherine
Edy, Mr. John N.
Ellis, Mrs. Blanche Searles
Emch, Mr. Garrett F.
Emch, Mrs. Garrett F.
Emch, Miss Lucille
Faben, Mr. and Mrs. Charles R.
Fair, Mr. Albert A.
Fairhurst, Mrs. William
Falconer, Mr. H. W.
Finkbeiner, Mr. and Mrs. D. A.
Folger, Miss Lena
Frank, Mr. and Mrs. I. S.
French, Mr. and Mrs. R. A.
Friend, Mrs. Julia B.
Gardiner, Dr. Will
Geddes, Miss Katherine R.
Gillham, Mr. Richard E.
Gillham, Mrs. Richard E.
Gilmartin, Miss Elizabeth
Godwin, Mr. Blake-More
Goehrke, Miss Clara E.
Goodwillie, Mr. David H.
Goodwillie, Mrs. David H.
Gradolph, Mr. W. F.
Hafer, Mr. Frank
Hahn, Judge George P.
Hahn, Mrs. George P.
Haisch, Miss Helen M.
Hall, Mr. W. E.
Hall, Mrs. W. E.
Harsch, Mr. Paul A.
Haughton, Mrs. Irving N.
Hausman, Mr. and Mrs. B. F.
Heater, Mrs. George L.
Henry, Mr. David W.
Hewlett, Mr. and Mrs. T. Y.
Hinman, Miss Harriett L.
Hurin, Mrs. Silas E.
Husted, Mr. C. E.
Janney, Miss Almeda May
Jamieson, Mr. and Mrs. N. E.
Jennison, Mr. H. G.
·Tennison, Mrs. H. G.
Jones, Mr. and Mrs. 0. Garfield
Jones, Mrs. Zachary T.
Keller, Mrs. 0. E. M.
Kinsey, Mrs. Caroyln
Knight, Mr. Samuel B.
Knight, Mr. and Mrs. W. W.
Kobacker, Mr. Jerome
Kobacker, Dr. J. Lester
Komarek, Mr. E. ].

Kreider, Mr. and Mrs. H. R.
Kruse, Mr. Fred H. ·
Kruse, Mrs. Fred H.
Lamb, Mr. Edward
Lamb, Mr. Harry D.
Landman, Dr. Otto
Landwehr, Mr. F. H.
Lapp, Mr. Arnold W.
Leland, Miss Leslie
Lewis, Miss Jane
Loftus, Mr. Ray S.
Long, Mr. R. Lincoln
Lorenz, Mrs. Edward
Luker, Mr. Leonard J.
Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Royce G.
McNierney, Mrs. Frank B.
Megowen, Mrs. C. R.
Merriam, Miss Marjorie A.
Merrill, Miss Elisabeth Jane
Middleton, Mrs. Henry A.
Miniger, Mr. C. 0.
Miniger, Mrs. C. 0.
Mitchell, Mrs. T. H.
Moore, Mr. Franklin G.
Morfoot, Mr. F. G.
Morgan, Mrs. H. J.
Murphy, Dr. and Mrs. John T.
Myers, Mr. George E.
Newell, Mr. Frank S.
Nordholt, Mrs. J. B.
Norton, Miss Julia P.
Nusbaum, Mrs. Howard H.
Oddy, Mr. Harold G.
Paddock, Mr. Ormond H.
Paddock, Mrs. Ormond H.
Petcoff, Mrs. Boni E.
Price, Mr. John A.
Proctor, Mr. C. L.
Racine, Mr. Charles W.
Riebel, Mrs. Frederick, Jr.
Robinson, Mr. Jefferson D., Jr.
Russell, Mr. and Mrs. R. W.
Schering, Mr. Herbert
Schering, Mrs. Herbert
Schlosser, Mrs. George
Schuh, Miss Belle
Scott, Dr. Harry M.
Scott, Mrs. Harry M.
Searles, Mr. C. K.
Secor, Mr. George B.
Secor, Mrs. George B.
Shaffer, Dr. and Mrs. B. G.
Shaw, Mrs. George W.
Sisson, Mr. Ralph L.
Smead, Miss Annie E.
Smead, Dr. and Mrs. Lewis F.
Smyser, Mr. and Mrs. F. E.
Spitzer, Mr. Carl B.
Spitzer, Mr. Lyman
Stevenson, Mr. and Mrs. Brenton W.
Stieg, Mr. George W.
Stifel, Dr. John L.
Stone, Mr. Wade W.
Stranahan, Mrs. Duane
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Summers, Mrs. P. A.
Tait, Mr. E. L.
Tait, Mrs. E. L.
Thomas, Miss Nettie Bell
Tiedtke, Mr. John
Townsend, Mr. Andrew J.
Tracy, Mrs. T. H.
Trouslot, Miss Marie L.
Vernier, Miss Louise
Vradenburg, Mr. George A.
Vradenburg, Mrs. George A.
Walbridge, Mrs. Cornell
Walker, Mrs. W. T.

Wannamaker, Mr. and Mrs. A. C.
Ward, Mr. Jesse L.
Wells, Mr. Clark E.
Wells, Mr. Rex W.
West, Mrs. R. J.
White, Mr. C. N.
Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Grant
Williams, Mr. Gardner
Williams, Mr. Lloyd T.
Wright, Mr. A. G.
Wright, Mr. and Mrs. J. H.
Wright, Mr. W. E.
Zeckhauser, Mr. J. N.

Special contributions have been received from the following:
Kruse, Mr. and Mrs. Fred H.
Lorenz, Mrs. Edward
Miniger, Mr. and Mrs. C. 0.
Mitchell, Mrs. T. H.
Robinson, Mr. Jefferson D., Jr.
Scott, Dr. and Mrs. Harry M.
Scott, Mr. Luther C.
Secor, Mr. and Mrs. George B.
Spitzer, Mr. Lyman
Truesdall, Mrs. C. H.
Williams, Mr. Lloyd T.
Vradenburg, Mr. and Mrs. George A.

Anonymous
Block, Mr. Paul
Block, Mr. Paul, Jr.
Block, Mr. William
Bowman, Mrs. Zorah W.
Brown, Mrs. Clarence
Daniells, Dr. and Mrs. R. P.
Doermann, Mrs. Henry J.
Emch, Mr. and Mrs. Garrett F.
Folger, Miss Lena
Geddes, Miss Katherine R.
Goodwillie, Mr. and Mrs. David H.

Organizations that have contributed are as follows:
Toledo Chapter, A. A. U. W.
Fort Industry Chapter, D. A. R.
Faculty Dames of the University of Toledo
Inverness Garden Club

North Toledo Business Men's Association
Toledo Wellesley Club
Woman's Educational Club
Women's Advertising Club

Designated contributions have been received from the following:
Dr. and Mrs. Harry M. Scott, history of
medicine
Women's Advertising Club, books rn
advertising
Inverness Garden Club, books in botany

Miss Charlotte S. Bissell, French books
Mrs. Henry J. Doermann, in memory of
Dr. Doermann
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett F. Emch, pharmacy
books
Mrs. Edward Lorenz, books in physics

•
STATUS OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
February 1, 1937
Number of volumes in the collection ....
(This number includes bound magazines.)
Number of periodicals received regularly
( Of this number 132 are gifts.)

........................... 42,094
393

Number of volumes added from January 1, 1936, to February 1, 1937
3,792
(Of this number, 1,608 volumes have been gifts, many of them
traceable to the influence of The Friends of the University Library.)
[6]

BEHIND CAMPUS WINDOWS*
MR. PAUL BLOCK

President and Publisher of The Toledo

BLADE

I want to say first of all this evening that I consider it an honor to have
been invited to address this opening meeting of The Friends of the University
Library. . . . .
I am most favorably impressed with the appearance of the buildings and
with the facilities for university training which the taxpayers of Toledo have
made available in this institution.
The opportunities provided here are seized not only by the youth of
Toledo ; they are used even more extensively by adults, by men and women
beyond the age span from 18 to 22 which we are accustomed to regard as
the college period. Here in this municipal university hundreds of adult men
and women-thousands of them over the years-are finding a chance to fill
in gaps in their technical training, to broaden their cultural interests by studies
in the social sciences, to qualify for professional advancement.
I am sure that all of us in this assembly tonight, as we walked from
Bancroft street into this theatre, felt the inspiration that comes from seeing
lighted windows against a dark sky. Behind those lighted windows scores
of classes are in session and hundreds of students are at work. All of those
students are here voluntarily, driven only by the urge for self-improvement.
They are here because they want to be here, and if the University of
Toledo did not exist, in most cases their intellectual curiosity would go unsatisfied, their desire for technical improvement, for cultural enlightenment,
and for professional training would remain unfulfilled.
I like to think that there is something splendidly and characteristically
American about an institution like the University of Toledo. That quality
is to be found in the seeking for self-improvement without external compulsion
which brings throngs of students here in increasing numbers.
It is a quality that is worth preserving in American life. It springs from
the heart of the American tradition. It is significant of the stuff of which
America is made, of the enterprise and unregimented individualism which have
opened a continent, have built roads over its mountain passes, set cities on its
prairies, and developed a vigorous civilization.
But freedom of educational opportunity in this country was not won,
and cannot be maintained, without struggle. More than a century ago the
fight for free public schools was being fought along the Atlantic seaboard
and in the Middle West. Just one hundred years ago Thaddeus Stevens, then
a young lawyer, brought about the passage in Pennsylvania of one of the first
public school bills enacted in this country.
In a brilliant speech during debate on the measure, Stevens defended the
taxing of those without children for the education of the children of others
"inasmuch as it perpetuates the government and insures the due administration
of the laws under which they live, and by which their lives and property
*Excerpts from an address delivered at the opening meeting of The Friends of the University Librarsy
in the Henry J. Doermann Theatre of the University of Toledo, Wednesday, September 30, 1936.

[7]

a.re protected." And it was about that same time that other clear-sighted
statesmen perceived the danger of universal suffrage based on universal ignance ..... .
And so it was that a great battle for freedom of educational opportunity
was fought in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. Nor was it entirely a polite battle, limited to verbal warfare. In Rhode Island, for example,
an irate farmer threatened to shoot Henry Barnard, as he explained, if he ever
caught that educator on his land advocating "such heresy as the partial confiscation of one man's property to educate another man's child."
Today we accept as a commonplace of our American heritage the system
of free primary and secondary education with which the United States has
set a standard that has been imitated throughout the world, and even today
few countries provide educational opportunities comparable to those which
we know.
The universal establishment of primary and secondary schools_has been accompanied by a corresponding, if not quite so extensive, development of
opportunities in higher education.
Two weeks ago Harvard University celebrated its tercentenary. It provokes a wholesome spirit of awe to realize that there is in this country an
institution of higher learning which now traces its history through 300 years.
It is 149 years since the Constitution was adopted and the federal government
was established in 1789. For 153 years before that time Harvard had been
in existence.
Only 16 years after landing at Plymouth in 1620, the members of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony founded the first college in the New World. Hardly
had they turned the wilderness into productive farms, found the fishing banks
off their stormy coast, survived the ravages of disease that had decimated
their ranks, and won the friendship of the Indians beyond their narrow frontier,
before they used part of their scant wealth to insure the existence of a supply
of trained ministers in their churches.
For sixty years Harvard alone offered higher educational opportunity on
the new continent. It wa~ not until 1696 that the second college, William
and Mary, was founded in Williamsburg, Virginia, and one can count on the
fingers of both hands the number of colleges or universities established in the
following century. Yale came into being in 1701.
The College of New Jersey, foreruo.,er of Princeton University, was
founded in 1746. In 1755 the Anglican~ established King's College, forerunner of Coiumbia University in Manhattan, and in the following year the
Academy out of which grew the University of Pennsylvania was promoted by
citizens of Philadelphia without regard to religious affiliation.
In the long perspective of world history our nation is young. Fewer
years- 149- have elapsed since the adoption of the Federal Constitution than
between the landing of the first colonists at Jamestown in 1607 and the writing of the Constitution.
And it is inspiring to recall that during the 182-year period between the
beginning of colonization in our territory and the establishment of the federal
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government at the end of the revolutionary period, the founding fathers foresaw the need for intellectual independence and established institutions molded
to the needs of their times and capable subsequently of being adapted to the
specific needs of expanding American life.
The declaration of political independence in 1776 and the success of the
ensuing struggle to break the tyrannical ties that bound the colonies to a
monarchial regime were made possible in large measure because a handful
of vigorous young colleges had nurtured the spirit of religious liberty and
intellectual integrity that characterized the early settlers.

*

*

*

*

*

*

In the history of higher education in the New World, the establishment
of the University of Pennsylvania is particularly significant. Until it came
into being, opportunity for higher education was restricted largely to candidates for the ministry, and none of the colleges provided instruction in professional branches except theology until the University of Pennsylvania opened
a school of medicine in 1765 ..... .
At the end of the nineteenth century new labor-saving inventions brought
on the Industrial Revolution and accelerated the pace of research. The colleges
responded to the need for more exact knowledge of natural processes and
widened their interests to include subjects neglected by earlier educators.
Labor-saving devices made more leisure and created more wealth; industry
constantly required men with technical skill. There was an amazing awakening of interest in literature and the creative arts.
All of these factors, added to the fundamental American idea of freedom
of opportunity, combined to bring into being in the nineteenth century new colleges, many of them in newer parts of the country, designed to broaden the
base of intellectual leadership in the nation.
The great pioneers in higher education a century ago were the religious
denominations, but most of the institutions which they established opened
their doors on equal terms to students of any religious affiliation.
Between 1820 and 1850 eighty-seven colleges of this kind were founded
in the United States, and between 1850 and 1860 this number was swollen
by ninety-one more.
Here in Ohio the University of Toledo counts among her sister institutions many colleges founded during that period-Oberlin, Wooster, Ohio Wesleyan and others.

It was a later development, characteristic of the latter half of the nineteenth century, which brought the establishment of state and municipal institutions of higher learning. Many of the colleges founded by religious
denominations were aided by land grants and subsidies from the states, but
it was apparent that the public school system ,had to be firmly established
before the citizenry could envisage higher education as a proper function of
state and city government.
The fifteen state universities that had been established by 1850 were
inadequately supported, and the era of expansion of publicly supported universities did not come until after the War Between the States.
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Here it is that the University of Toledo fits into this brief survey of the
history of higher education in the United States. In a young nation that has
a 300-year-old tradition of higher education, it is one of the younger universities.
Founded by Jessup W. Scott in 1872 as the Toledo University of Arts
and Trades, it was taken over several years later by the City of Toledo and
established as a municipal university, chartered under the laws of Ohio. After
a half-century of struggle during which its students walked the creaking floors
of old buildings, it won splendid recognition in 1928 when the voters
of this city passed a bond issue providing for the magnificent institution in
which we find ourselves tonight.
The University moved into these quarters in 1931, and already a generation of college students has passed through these halls and received degrees
on this platform. During the administration of President Nash, faith in the
future of the University of Toledo has been attested further by the construction of three new buildings opened last year-the two faculty residences, Scott
Hall and Tucker Hall, and the Student Union Building.
The University of Toledo has undergone a marvelous transformation
during the last five years. That five-year period has been a difficult one in
Toledo, as it has been throughout the nation. But here in this city the faith
of the community in education, the same faith that compelled the country's
early settlers to give over part of their slim store of wealth to found the first
college in the new world, has kept the doors of this building open.
That is an accomplishment that has been accompanied by sacrifice. The
growing burden of the public debt and the increased cost of state and national government made it extraordinarily difficult during the last few years
for the taxpayer to meet the payments levied on him for the continued operation of essential local services like education and police and fire protection.
But if the taxpayer has sacrificed, faculty members have sacrificed, too.
Payrolls have not always been met here, but classes have gone on, and
the students have not been turned away. The necessity for ruthless economy
in the University budget has imposed restrictions on the institution that must
be removed as soon as possible if the University's effectiveness is not to be
impaired.
It is a tribute to the earnestness, sincerity of purpose, and devotion to
duty of members of the University faculty that in spite of lapsed payrolls, in
spite of heavy teaching loads and a ratio of instructors to students of something
like one to 25, the faculty includes men and women who constantly are carrying on scientific research and conducting other investigations- men and women
who are productive scholars and who make the results of their studies available
in monograph and text.
Here in this institution students are being helped to repossess the store
of experience which is the common heritage of the race, and they are being
given glimpses across the conquered frontiers into the area of the unknown
that remains to be seized for the habitation of the human mind.
And most of the young men and women in these classrooms would be
unable to enjoy these experiences if the University of Toledo did not exist.
[ 10]

Many of the students here work in the shops and offices and factories of
Toledo to support themselves while their minds are being enriched and their
horizons broadened in the class rooms of this building. Figures made available
to me through the office of the dean of administration indicate that thirtytwo of every one hundred high school graduates in Toledo go to college. Of
these thirty-two, twenty-five enroll in the University of Toledo.
In other words, seven per cent of the graduates of the high schools in
this city go away to college. Twenty-five per cent come here.
I have been informed that this year the registration in the University is
larger than ever before, and the size of the freshman class is greater than it
ever has been. What stronger endorsement could a university receive?
One of the first functions of a great university, which it must keep always
before it, it to make its educational facilities available to as many persons as
possible, who are seriously worthy. And every university must, if it is to
succeed in this purpose, seek to establish an outstanding reputation in some field.
This is necessary in order that the prestige of the university may grow
and that the importance and excellence of its work may make an impression
on the public attention. In this way the university may attract more and more
students each year.
That is important, but there is something just as important. It is that
the university which establishes a distinguished reputation attracts to it the
financial aid of those generous persons who can afford to assist in supporting
its work, in increasing and improving its educational facilities.
There are some universities which can boast of a long tradition and an
advanced. age. The University of Toledo cannot, as Yale or Harvard or
Princeton, point to its old age, nor can it claim to be the largest university
in the country.
But the oldest and largest is not necessarily the best. The University of
Toledo could take its place among the great universities of the country and
of the world if it could point to some one thing in which it leads or stands
out prominently.

*

*

*

It has been well said that a library is the heart of a university. Without
books there can be no learning; with books alone and a determination to
learn, any man or woman can become as wise as the wisest. There is an
inscription over the Royal Library in Berlin, which applies to the books contained in that collection. The inscription calls the books "food for the soul."
And that is the way any university should feel about its books.
This is one of the things the University of Toledo must seek to do. It
must build up its library. It has already done fine work in that direction. The
10,000 books in the library in 1921 had grown to be 38,000 books at the
beginning of this year. The circulation of these books has similarly increased
tremendously. Where 2,500 books were circulated annually in 1921, 75,000
are circulated today.
The books themselves are the important thing. It is not vital that they
be housed in a magnificent building. So long as the books are there, those
who are anxious to learn will seek them out. That point was well illustrated
[ 11
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a few years ago when Yale University was building its beautiful new library,
which is one of the finest in the world.
A committee of professors was considering what inscription should be
placed over the main entrance. Because the building was to be such a fine
one, several inscriptions were suggested which dealt with the beauty of the
building itself. Finally one of the men present suggested an inscription which
might well be placed over the door of every library in the world. There should
be carved over the entrance, he said, the words: "This is not the library. The
books are inside."
And this brings me to the conclusion of my remarks and to the real purpose of my talk. The library facilities of this University leave a great deal
to be desired. And I dare say that here is an opportunity for community service which the members of this group here tonight will not allow to go unseized. If the University of Toledo is to fulfill its function as "a point of
union where accomplished minds may be jostled in close proximity," as a
means of developing leaders of thought who will lend stability in a changing
order, then the tools for study and research must be available.
By the time that we leave this campus tonight many of the class room
windows in this building will be dark. But tomorrow night and for years
to come they will be lighted again. Night and day, generations of students
will throng these halls; in endless chain, through the years ahead, they will
seek here the tools of scholarship, the key to the meaning of life, the answer
to the puzzle of change.
They will receive the torch from the past of America and will bear it
toward the America of the future, to light their own path and that of their
community and their nation toward new fields of the soul and the spirit.
And for this they need books and still more books-so we, every one of
us, must help towaro this accomplishment.

•
THE PURPOSE OF THE FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY*
MR. CARLTON K. MATSON
Editor of The Toledo

NEWS-BEE

My friend Richard Laukhuff, who runs a scholar's bookshop in the city
of Cleveland, once said to me:
"Don't ask me if that's a good book. If it is in my bookstore, it is a
good book. I sell none but good books."
To Richard Laukhuff, selling books is a business only incidentally. Profit
is something which comes after. Foremost in his mind and his life is the
ideal of making good books, and only good books, available to those who want
good books.
Lovingly he tended his stock through the bitter years of the depression,
when the buying of a good book became to many a choice between books and
bread. And sometimes I am sure that he himself did not have quite all he
wanted to eat, but I doubt if he was ever really tempted to take a lesser way.
*Excerpts from an address delivered at the opening meeting of The Friends of the University Library
· in the Henry J. Doermann Theatre of the University of Toledo, Wednesday, September 30, 1936.
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That fierce, sturdy discrimination which is a part of the mind and soul
of Richard Laukhuff, should be the better part of every man and woman who
lays claim to higher education.
The educated man should know a bad book. His apprehension of a bad
book should be almost a matter of finger-tip sense.
He should be able to recognize the work of the charlatan, the special
pleader, the falsifier of facts, the writer who serves special interests-of all
those who are the mercenaries of the publishing industry.
He should have competence in judging between the reputable publishing
house and those peculiar adventurers in the book-printing industry who are
willing to turn out a book at a price to the author, at so much on the line regardless of merit.
He should be able to recognize the boundary between the scholar's statement and the romancer's fancy. For him books should fall into an accurate
catalogue of the mind.
All his life, the educated man should be wary in the world of print. He
should be a man who knows his way about among the titles and the words
of books.
And a library-a university library-is the workshop in which the educated man learns to use his tools-books.
Bound volumes are the notebooks of our civilization. And in a university library, those notebooks must be kept, kept under guidance and direction,
kept as the right arm of teaching, kept as the familiar companion of the man
or woman who is engaged in the architecture of his own mind.
. And because a library is the right arm of learning, I am pleased to be
here tonight and to speak for the Library of the University of Toledo, to you
who are its friends.
And what can you do for this library? Some of you can give money to
the building of this library. And what more distinguished monument could
any man give himself than to have upon a bookplate the record of his gift
to learning?
What more distinguished monument could any man give himself than to
have it written in the record of a university that he was a contributor to the
building of a great library?
Others of you can give books or collections of books from your own
libraries. But that is the lesser part, because the building of a university
library calls primarily for money. It calls for the means to buy books with a
purpose- modern books fitted to the needs of modern education, to those of
pure science, of business, engineering and industry.
All of modern science is on the march, as all the world is on the march,
and each year a university should place in its library those good books which
are the notebooks of the most forward pioneers on the frontiers of this changing world.
But to you who give, either you who give books, or those of you who
can do better and give money, I want to state for this university one principle
which is in the mind of the university's president and of every scholar on the
faculties.
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The giving of books or the money for books cannot be under outside
dictation. A university must be the final judge of the books which it will
accept and of books which it will buy.
Books must not be accepted under conditions which limit in any way the
free choice and action of the administrative heads of the library, of the scholars
of the university, and of its president.
The university itself must keep to itself, as jealously as it guards every
other heritage of a free institution of learning, that most priceless heritage,
free choice in the pursuit of truth.
It must guard against those who come in the name of dogma bearing
Greek gifts of dogma. It must guard against that peculiar, soft interloper
who would "protect" youth by hiding half the face of truth.
I have often wondered how dictatorship comes to a university library.
I suspect that it comes first, softly, appealingly, bent upon evangelism. Then,
when it is too late, it comes harshly, arbitrarily, locking up and destroying.
Keep your library free, my friends of this library. Keep it free as you
would keep every part of your university free.
I have great hopes for this University of Toledo. I have hopes that here
on this soil, supported as a university should be in a democracy, by all the
people, there may develop such a university as Harvard, or old Cambridge, or
Chicagq- not so large perhaps, but a place where men and women shall gain
freedom of the mind, freedom to think, freedom to act bravely, freedom to
create.
This university should develop with the city, with the best of its industry,
its craft, as of its citizenship, its culture and its spirit. It should develop with
the city, and it should develop the city.
I think .history shows that great communities have developed from the
yeast of u n i v ~And beyond the service of every university this University of ours may and
does perform a special service-it keeps higher education within the reach of
the boy and girl who do not have the money to go far away and pay costly
tuitions and expenses of distant great universities.
To bring this university to ultimate greatness, to build on what we have,
there must be a great library.
The present library of 40,000 volumes is not insignificant. And it has
this advantage, It is a young library. It is not loaded with the dead wood of
books that are outdated by the march of modem science.
But this library should be of 100,000 or 200,000, and not so far away,
of one-half million volumes.
And to me the opportunity to build up this library is Toledo's opportunity, this city's opportunity to make another bid for greatness.
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