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THE STUDY OF PEACE AIMS
effect can ideals
have inpeace
a vast war
of machines?
WHY9 is it• important
to study
aims?
What

What can ordinary folk do to organize a better peace than the previous settlement? Can we, who are not statesmen, actually do anything

that will matter? In almost every group, there will be some doubts
concerning the importance of peace aims or the ability of a local
group to help achieve such complicated objectives. The first task of
the leader is to create an opportunity for a frank and full discussion
of just such doubts. The problems of post-war organization are too

The Study of Peace Aims

difficult and complex for haphazard study. If church members are to

in the Local Church

come to grips with the real issues, there must be a clear and common

Why?

What?
How?
Single copy, 3 cents

understanding of the importance of the job. We need to have a deep
and reasoned faith in the validity and vitality of our ideals and in
the potential power of the churches for their realization. The logical
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first step, therefore, is to seek a more profound answer to the ques-

tion: Why?

Ten copies, ÿ5 cents

The Importance of Ideals
Hundred copies, $2.5°

It is not easy to see ideals at work in international life. It is much
easier to see the effect of tanks and airplanes and machine guns, and
to understand the importance of wheat fields and coal mines and
assembly lines. We are increasingly aware of the terrific consequences
of industrial power upon the fate of nations. We are, in fact, so

impressed by the deadly power of machines we tend to forget that
they are guided by men, and that men are guided by fears and hopes
and ideals. The conflict between competing ideals is the central
issue in the present situation, precisely because man is a child of God
and cannot live by bread alone. In the end, human destiny depends
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upon the character of the ideals in which men believe and the
strength of their belief.
A rereading of history may help us to understand more clearly the
tremendous power of great ideals. Our religious forefathers of the
First Century, humble men and women, were transformed into

dauntless missionaries by a new gospel of divine love which proclaimed "the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believeth."* Our democratic forefathers became valiant champions of
a new order under the impact of republican ideals: "liberty, equality,
fraternity." The defense of these heritages and the rebuilding of

international life on a better foundation both ultimately depend
upon the extent to which the people of this day are inspired by
similar ideals and charged with a comparable zeal.

The Need for Peace Aims
Many people tend to think of peace aims as a social dream to be
kept in storage for the duration of the war. If that is the case, it can
safely be said that they will remain a dream. The peace must be
organized out of the wreckage of the war, just as the war grew out
of the wreckage of the last peace. But the organization of peace is
far more complicated than the organization of war. It cannot be
improvised at the last minute. It must be organized in part during
the war, for history will not wait at the close of hostilities for men to

Two Dangers
One danger to be avoided in the formulation of peace aims is the
definition of social goals in such vague and romantic terms that they
will mean all things to all people. Fuzzy slogans may avert controversy, bolster morale, and thus contribute to the war effort. But the
price of false hopes is the neglect of genuine problems and the creation of misunderstanding and bitterness. The price is too high. No
painting of a rosy future can take the place of a workmanlike and
detailed blueprint for the reconstruction of post-war society.
Another danger is that peace aims may be regarded as the objectives of governments rather than the goals of peoples. Governments
change and are subject to pressure by special interests. The ideals of
wartime administrations may be frustrated by post-war administrations. It has happened before. It may happen again. Official state-

ments of policy are of course highly desirable, but if peace aims are
limited to the objectives of governments, the future peace will be

plan. A house may be torn down in a day or two with little or no

built on shifting sands. The will of the people is the only solid founda-

plan. But a detailed plan is needed for the long job of building a

tion for a durable peace.

durable house. Just so, peace must be planned in advance if it is to
last.

The Power of the People

Others tend to think that there is no time for planning a new struc-

Even among the heirs of a great democratic tradition there is a

ture, when a fire is raging and must be put out. The reply is obvious.
Peace aims are essential tools for putting out international fires. They

widespread misconception of the function of ordinary citizens in

are necessary to the success of all the other weapons. Adequate peace
aims can unite the unconquered and the conquered peoples--and in

consists of marking a ballot once every four years. We need a more

the end, even the peoples of aggressor states. Unfortunately the possibilities of a psychological, not to mention a spiritual, offensive have

is the framework of government. It sets the limits within which gov-

hardly been more than hinted at in the present war. And the war may

people are apathetic. The limits may be sharp and narrow if the

continue for years without the prospect of any better world order,
unless there is such an offensive.

people are politically active. The important fact, which dictator and

Because it is a spiritual weapon, and because religious groups have
a rich heritage of great ideals, the weapon of peace aims is the par-

ticular province and responsibility of religious groups.
*Romans 1:16,

national life. Many believe that their participation in public affairs
accurate idea of the political role of citizens. The will of the people
ernment must function. The limits may be wide and vague if the

democrat alike must recognize, is that the people ultimately determine the bases of policy. Of course, the popular will may be confused,

divided, and thwarted for a while by the propaganda and power of
a few, but the elaborate efforts made even by the dictators to sustain

public morale is indirect tribute to the potential power of the people.

If peace aims are to rest upon solid rock, they must be the conscious
aims of Mr. and Mrs. Average Citizen. This requires a clearer grasp

by us all of the potential power and responsibility that is in our
hands. We need to realize that ordinary men and women can decide
the basic character of the peace, if they are awakened to their power,
united in their essential ideals, organized, determined and steadfast.

The character of this popular will may well be more vital to the
organization of peace than the precise character of the peace machin-

for casual consideration. The subject is not suitable for an annual
event in the church calendar. It requires persistent, continued study
in many forms, and it likewise requires carefully-planned methods
of long-term education. The many sides of the various world-wide
issues need to be explored in detail. At the same time, the different
activities in the church which bear upon these issues need to be
correlated, so that the members can sense the objective as a whole.
These twin tasks call for serious and imaginative planning on the
part of the leaders.

ery. Inadequate machinery can be made to work and can be revised
if the will to peace is strong enough. The best machinery can be cor-

rupted and fail, if the will of the peoples is weak.
Isn't this the essential starting point for a study of peace aims? The

The Need for Dedication
Perhaps the greatest task, however, is to awaken within the congre-

direct methods for influencing public policy are not easy to analyze,

gation a deeper sense of personal concern and responsibility. The
forefront of our lives is so cluttered up with routine activities and the

and the indirect methods far less so. Yet if the local group can sense

problems are so vast and discouraging that it is hard to achieve a

the vital contribution to world order which local groups together

sense of personal obligation.

can make, it has a point of view which reveals the practical nature of
such a study. To understand that the problems of world order are not
the problems of statesmen and experts alone, but primarily the prob-

lems of ordinary folk in diverse walks of life, is to start the study of
peace aims with a true perspective.

The argument holds especially for religious groups, for the local
church is and must be at the center of the religious study of peace
aims. National agencies and representatives may stimulate and syn-

We need a new sense of mission, whether our station in life be

high or humble. Isaiah said to the religious community of his day,
"They that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called,
the repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell in."* An

early Christian leader said in the Epistle to Diognetus, "What the
soul is to the body, Christians are in the world. The soul holds the
body together, Christians hold the world together. God has assigned

thesize the thought of local churches, but unless congregations in

them that position which it were unlawful for them ever to forsake."

cities and hamlets across the country work actively on the formulation

The faith we inherit and our own faith in the Kingdom of God speak
to us in these days of strife and upheaval--of building the old waste
places of want and spiritual ugliness and unfulfilled potentialities;
of repairing the breach of hatred and greed between men; of holding

of social ideals, the result will be a pale and ineffectual shadow of
the religious mind of the nation. What the local church does or does
not do is the key to the adequacy of religious peace aims.

and reconciling the nations of men; of restoring the paths of peace

in which people can really dwell.

The Need for Study
Understanding the importance of the local community and church
in world affairs is naturally no substitute for the hard work of meet-

In our vocation and beyond it we need to pray with our lives "Thy
Kingdom come on earth."

ing the responsibility that this position carries. The problems with
which statesmen and citizens must deal are obviously too complex
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*Isaiah 58:12.
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A machine, however, cannot function except as the expression of

WHAT

human will. This is a vital aspect for religious groups. The necessity
for willingness to sacrifice national rights for the common good and

goals with which religious groups should be concerned.

the defense of higher rights is a vital challenge to religious groups.
The religious people of the world need to work for the establishment

Order Must be Established

of a new conception of national rights and duties, a new law of nations. If international machinery is to function, it requires the under-

v,s,on
tu,
y m.st
•, somewhat
arbitrary,
because
the issues bo
reach
out into most areas of life. The following suggests three of the major

Religious leaders are largely agreed that one essential of a better
world order must be the establishment of order itself. Without an
adequate guarantee to all countries of their right to live their own
lives free from aggression, there will be small chance of settling the
other issues, for all of them are greatly complicated by international
insecurity and anarchy.

The pressing immediate issue is the spread of aggression which has
engulfed the world in a general war. Plans for international order
depend upon the frustration of aggression. Churchmen need to consider what contribution they can rightly make towards this end.

Certainly the development of a spiritual offensive, exemplified so
magnificently by hundreds of Christian men and women in occupied
Europe, is one method on which religious folk can agree.

girding of an adequate philosophy to which the great majority of
mankind can agree. Just as the will of the community is more important in the long run than the police force, because the police force

derives its authority from the public will, so the will of the world
community is essential to any new peace machinery. An attempt to
find a better conception of the state, upon which men can agree, and
through which the peace machinery can function, should be the particular concern of the local church.

Justice Must Be Achieved
A second major area of religious concern is the goal of international
justice. Security cannot be firmly achieved except on the basis of

justice. Church officials have emphasized the right of all nations to an
equitable portion of the fruits of the earth, for the earth belongs to

Yet the defeat of fascism, essential though it is, will not solve by

the Lord of all men. Religious peace aims have stressed a reorganiza-

itself the problem of order. For the spread of aggression has gone
hand in hand with the breakdown of the post-war peace machinery. It
is clear that order cannot be organized without some international

tion of trade and a new deal for the colonial peoples, the abolition of

machinery to serve as court and police force. There is large agreement

The organization of justice in national and international life re-

on the need for a world-wide government, a league or federation,
backed by enough force or sanctions to guarantee security and make

quires machinery, but it requires even more the spirit of justice in
the hearts of men. Here again is the special interest of religious

disarmament possible. The religious group, therefore, ought to examine the history of the League of Nations, to estimate its strength
and weakness, and to determine the amount of world government the

people. For the spirit of justice is based upon our faith in the value

members are willing to support. Can the experience of the United
States, for example, where thirteen states pooled some of their sovereign rights in order to strengthen their mutual protection, be

applied to the world at large? If so, what price are we willing to pay
for this protection?
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great inequality of wealth, the extension of social security, the pro-

tection of the rights of minority groups and of individual liberties.

of human personality and the equality of men before God. International justice is impossible on the basis of modern "religions"
of nationalism which are concerned only with the "superior" nation
or race. International justice is possible only on the basis of a univer-

sal religion which holds that God "hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth."* The local
*Acts 17:26.
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group would do well at the beginning of its study to examine the re-

work is particularly important in a great and powerful nation like

ligious view of man and to analyze its implications in social life, for
that view is a primary axiom of religious peace aims.

the United States. For we "who are strong ought to bear the infirmities
of the weak."* If the backward and war-torn countries are to find any

Religious statements concerning world order stress a fundamental
reorganization of life. International relations do not exist in a vacuum
apart from national and community relations. The various social re-

abundant national life, great responsibilities rest upon us in this
country.

lations are intertwined. Therefore, combatting injustices in the local

Another objective is the work for friendship, cooperation and reconciliation across frontiers, as churches rather than as groups of citizens.

community, helping to provide equal opportunities for education,
striving to protect the welfare of the family, and so on, all have longterm consequences in world affairs. The local group will find more

Much can be done directly through religious channels, through missionaries, relief, ecumenical or inter-faith agencies, to help "hold the
world together." The development of international religious soli-

reality in the study of peace aims when it understands that working

darity is a vital part of the religious program for peace.

for justice within the community is helping to lay a foundation for a

In order to work effectively along either line, it is important to

durable world peace.

strengthen the roots of religious cooperation within the local community. Inter-church and inter-faith cooperation at home is a test

Cooperafion Must Be Constructed

of the earnestness of our hope for international cooperation.

Religion maintains that to achieve order and justice you have to

go beyond them to brotherhood. This third objective is perhaps the
main concern for religious groups. The importance of this positive
conception of peace--as the building of creative religion between men
--can hardly be overstressed. It is one of the chief reasons for the
stud), and promotion of religious peace aims.

The origin of this conception is the religious view of brotherhood
as the will of God. It is precisely in this relationship between men, in

These brief notes suggest some of the questions that a local group
will want to consider if it undertakes the study of peace aims. More
specific issues will, of course, arise as the study progresses. In order to
avoid confusion, however, the leader may find it valuable to attempt
now and then a summary of primary aims, in order to give the group
a clearer sense of the problem as a whole and of the interrelation of its
various aspects.

the bearing of one another's burdens, that the potentialities in men
for creative living are realized. And what is true of individual relations is equally true of international relations. To be sure, this ideal
is a far cry from the fierce struggle between states that has characterized the truces as well as the wars of human history. Yet there have
been instances, limited in degree, extent and duration, of a "good
neighbor" policy. These examples of international humanitarian-

ism more than prove the validity of this religious ideal.
One objective towards which local groups can work is the creation,
within the sphere of their influence, of greater willingness to make
sacrifices for international welfare and for peoples in dire need. This
10

*Romans 15: !.
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The Study Group
can
be compiled on
thatthe
will study
apply equally
to
HQW? No list oforder
useful
suggestions
of world
each church has its own special requirements, the suggestions which

While many methods of studying peace aims are possible, the
method that seems particularly adapted to the subject is group study
and discussion. The individual may do quite a bit by reading on his

follow should be adapted to meet the needs of the individual church.

own, but unless he has some special training in world affairs or a

city and to rural congregations, to large parishes and to small. Since

Points of Departure
If the study is to be truly creative, a dedication of minds and wills
to the task may well be the initial step. The pastor, for example, can
show in his sermons the religious stake in the peace settlement and
the present challenge to members of the church. An informal discussion of such sermons, led by the minister, might prove valuable
in your church. A number of churches hold such discussions, after

the morning service or on Sunday evening, and find them helpful
in answering questions and doubts and for clarifying implications
and applications of the message. The worship service on a regular or
special occasion, may also deepen the congregation's loyalty to fundamental social ideals and strengthen its insight concerning the task.

The importance of a keen sense of personal responsibility among the
members of the group can hardly be emphasized too much.
Pastors will find real help for Lenten talks on the world outlook and obligations of the churches in a homilectical pamphlet by William P. Merrill, The
World Message o[ the Church (World Alliance office, lo cents--January 15, z942).
Worship suggestions are contained in Worship Services for Peace and Brotherhood by Theodore A. Greene (World Alliance, 5 cents), and in A Primer for
Those Planning Services of Ecumenical Worship (Universal Christian Council,
297 Fourth Avenue, New York, 20 cents).

In some cases, a forum led by an outside speaker from one of the

national study groups on world order or from a theological seminary
or history department in a near-by university, may serve to set the

stage for the study, at the same time awakening a wider interest in the
subject within the church and community. In other situations, an
informal discussion by those who are most concerned may better serve

the purpose of orienting the group. In either case, the leader of the
study should take time to insure agreement on the nature and meaning of the task and on the plan of action. Such a framework is necessary to avoid confusion in the examination of complex problems.
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good deal of perseverance, he may well become discouraged by the
scope of the subject. On the other hand, the time and effort required
for any adequate study of peace aims make it a more suitable subject
for the fairly small study group than for the congregation as a whole.
Perhaps a group in the parish has been studying another but related subject. For that group to undertake the study of peace aims
would have definite advantage, since experience in working together

and in learning the technique of group thinking would save much
time and effort. If a new group is to be formed (helping new members
to learn how to think and work as a group has compensating advan-

tage) three points are worth considering:
a. The group should be selected from the churchmen who have
the greatest concern. The job is too difficult and detailed for those
whose interest is apathetic. The latter need to be provided for in

the education program, but their place should not be in the active
nucleus at the center of the program.

b. The group should represent as many of the divergent backgrounds, vocauons, and points of view in the church and community as possible. Youth and experience; business, labor and the
professions; men and women; pacifists and non-pacifists--a cross-

section of the congregation should be sought. For if the result of
the study is to be fruitful, the group's conclusions must be capable
of uniting the church in their support.
c. The group should be fairly small. Too large a group slows up
the work unduly and tends to make the meetings too formal, with
speeches to an audience taking the place of creative discussion.

Although the limits are flexible, a group of ten to twenty seems a
number justified by experience. If a larger number want to par-

ticipate, it would be wise to divide the group.
Obviously, it is not easy to combine these three considerations, for
they are not necessarily compatible. Yet it is important to keep all

three in mind in setting up the study.
13

The selection of a leader with a grasp of the subject and a talent

The place of meeting is equally important. The room should not

for chairmanship is one of the major practical problems. The chair-

be too formal; formality stunts free discussion. The pastor's study, a
room in the parish house, or the living room of one of the members
are all suitable. Fairly comfortable chairs arranged in a circle or semi-

man must be able tactfully to hold the discussion to the point at issue
without monopolizing the conversation. In some cases, it will be
necessary for the pastor to undertake this task, but where possible the
pastor will want to develop lay leadership. An active secretary, who
can organize the regular attendance of members, and who can summarize briefly the main conclusions of the last meeting at the begin-

circle may promote easy and general discussion. A blackboard is a
useful accessory. Reference books, as a good encyclopedia or The
World Almanac, and, of course, the Bible, should be at hand to settle

ning of each session, is also essential.

questions of fact. Maps of the world about the room are useful both
for reference purposes and to give perspective to the discussion.

Time and Place of Meeting

Other Questions of Organization

Details of organization may seem unimportant, yet the experienced

The group should agree on a logical program of work, but flexible

leader knows that they may affect the success or failure of a group

enough to allow for unforseen difficulties and special circumstances.

venture as much as more important questions. The time of meeting

If an outside speaker, an expert on some phase of world order, for

must be determined by the schedules and habits of the members. The
important point is to set aside a long enough period for a real discus-

example, were available, the group might well agree to alter the pro-

sion. Two hours are not too long, and may not be long enough, if the
discussion is interrupted for refreshments and lighter conversation.

(If the discussion proves heavy and slow, a brief intermission may
help to enliven the group.) If the group really wants to study peace
aims, it must be willing to devote time to the task.

gram to hear and question him. If some major difficulty should arise
in the discussion, the group may need to seek advice, by means of a
talk or a letter, from a religious or secular expert. Devoting an undue
portion of time to one sector of the problem where there is sharp dis-

agreement may be psychologically necessary if the group is to proceed
as a cooperative unit.

The intervals between meetings are also important. Regular meet-

A sense of reality can be given to the discussion in a number of

ings help members to arrange their schedules in advance and promote

ways. One of the members can prepare a brief digest of the most important international news of the period since the last meeting, par-

good attendance. Meetings too far apart break the continuity of
thought and require too much recapitulation. Meetings too close

together do not permit enough individual study and deliberation for
worthwhile discussion. Perhaps two weeks would be about the right

ticularly with news dealing with peace aims, for presentation at the
beginning of each session. Each member can agree to report on
pertinent articles in one or more religious or secular periodicals. The

length of time between meetings.

group may listen in to one of the radio forums on this subject, indi-

The number of meetings scheduled must depend upon the concern
of the group and the progress of the meetings. The leader should
stress at the start that it is impossible to make any adequate study of

debate.

peace aims without devoting considerable time. The subject merits a

The conclusions of a study of world order ought to be concrete enough

plan of work covering at least the length of a church year. No very
fruitful study can be made in less than six or eight sessions. Such a
schedule should be regarded as a minimum.
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vidually or as a group, and link their discussion with the public
Two points ought to be kept in the forefront of the group's work.
to lead to a practical plan of action for each member of the group.

And they ought to be broad and true enough so that they will not
only unite the members of the ,group but will also appeal widely to
15

the rest of the congregation and to the community. The achievement

of peace aims hangs upon their challenge to public determination
and sacrifice.

The Program of Study
These suggestions do not outline a course of study. The study guides
and packets available suggest outlines for study, and contain bibliog-

raphies for individual reading. These notes suggest a few of the
resources available and a possible division of the study, if the group
desires to work out its own study outline. The study of peace aims

may be divided into three parts: the problems we face, the principles

from the World Alliance office, 35 cents). Another aid is A Study of the Organization of Peace, based on the preliminary report of the Commission to Study
the Organization of Peace, 8 West 4oth Street, New York (also available with
questions for religious groups from the World Alliance office, 5 cents). A third
study guide is the cumulative handbook, Basic Issues Affecting National Defense,
the National Committee on the Cause and Cure of War, ÿ56 Fifth Avenue,
New York ($l.oo). Religious aspects of world problems are considered in the
Missionary Education Movement text by Roswell P. Barnes, A Christian Imperative (paper, 6o cents) and in the discussion guide by Ruth I. Seabury, What
Kind of a World Do You Want? (25 cents) Friendship Press, New York.
Among the many books available for additional reading, two might be mentioned: Prepare for Peace by Henry M. Wriston (Harper, $2.50); and a summary
of a conference of experts, The World's Destiny and the United States (World
Citizens Association, 84-86 East Randolph Street, Chicago, $1.oo).

we hold, and the jobs we can do. Which of the first two the group con-

siders initially will depend upon the temper and training of the
members. Some groups will find it more natural to begin with the
basic ideals of their faith and then consider the conditions to which

In the second section of the study, namely the principles we hold,
the group might well begin with a study of religious statements issued
thus far. Some of these statements might be analyzed in detail by

they must be applied. Others will find the reverse order more desir-

members of the group. Particular effort should be devoted to the

able: to start with the tragic world situation and then to consider the

underlying faith concerning God and man on which religious aims

resources of their faith. Whichever approach is made, the important

are based. The pastor can suggest important passages of the Bible

objective is to bring the two areas into closer relation.

which should be reread and analyzed to understand more clearly the
roots of religious strategy. The Atlantic Charter, as the most official

Let us assume that the ga'oup wants to begin with the problems we

face. These problems might be divided as suggested under "What?"
Members might each choose special aspects for detailed study, using
material previously collected by the leader. Their statements could
then be used as the starting point for each discussion. The group,
under the leadership of the chairman, would attempt from time to
time to summarize the conclusions in writing as briefly and precisely
as possible. At the end, the group may be able to reformulate their
conclusions on the problems we face in more adequate fashion.
The problems of world order are covered in part by secular, in part by religious, publications. An adequate study at the present time requires considerable
initiative in piecing material together. Perhaps the most useful document
available now is the Headline Book by Vera Micheles Dean, The Struggle for
World Order. This is included with a study outline and other useful pamphlets
in a study packet, The American Churches and World Organization, issued by
the Council for Social Action, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York (also available
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statement of national aims, should also be considered in the light
of these principles.
An excellent analysis of religious peace aims is a pamphlet by Liston Pope,
Religious Proposals for World Order (World Alliance office, 5 cents). This is
included in the packet, The American Churches and World Organization,
referred to above. A number of the statements are quoted in the collection,

A Just and Durable Peace (Federal Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue,
New York, lo cents). The Atlantic Charter is analyzed by John Foster Dulles in
Long Range Peace Objectives (Federal Council, xo cents). The Church Peace
Union Peace Aims can be secured from the World Alliance office flee.
America's Peace Aims and The World Society, issued by the Catholic Association for International Peace, ÿ3ÿ2 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington,

D. C. (xo cents each), are excellent study material for Catholic groups. Roads to
Durable Peace, a study course for five sessions, can be secured from the National

Council of Jewish Women, 1819 Broadway, New York (kit free to group leaders).
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tional relief agency will help your church to personalize and dedicate

The Program of Action

its relief efforts.

The third section of such a study, the jobs we can do, is, in a sense,
the crux of the whole enterprise. For unless the study results in defi-

Support for missionary workers who are carrying on so courageously
in devastated and dangerous areas is another way to practice peace

nite plans for action, it will be largely barren. When the group is able
to put its convictions concerning world order into concrete shape, it
has achieved a beginning and not an end.

aims. We ought to have much closer contact with our missionary rep-

resentatives. We have hardly begun to realize the potentialities for
building international understanding and cooperation, through di-

One task is to help sharpen and crystallize the thinking of the whole

rect contacts with churches abroad. If every church were in direct

congregation. A public presentation and discussion of religious peace
aims is one method. An appeal to the various agencies of the church
is another. A series of informal luncheons, such as some cities have

communication with at least one church in a foreign land, sharing

ideas about the future peace and sharing the problems of today, what
a power for "holding the world together" could be establishedl The

held on Armistice Day, is a third.

main obstacles in the way are our own apathy and lack of imagina-

There are many opportunities for further action. A city or county-

wide religious conference on world order is a possible objective. A
public discussion in the local press, a round table over the local radio,

or a public forum is another possibility. One form of action should be
neither underestimated nor neglected. That is, to send the conclusions of the local study to denominational and to national repre-

tion.

Youth Program
In all of the activities connected with the study of peace aims, the
inclusion of young people is important. Independent activity on their
part is also important. The recommendations adopted by the Chris-

sentatives. It is an important and legitimate method by which the

tian Youth Conference of North America at Estes Park, Colorado, in

local group can help to formulate religious and government policy.

June, a941, may prove suggestive. The major recommendations in

As has been suggested before, the application of social ideals at
home is the test of the group's sincerity. The "old waste places" of
your own community are familiar to your group--or at least can
easily be found. An effort at community reconciliation and reconstruction can have incalculable results in the promotion of religious peace
aims. One of the simplest examples of such action comes from wartorn Britain. Volunteer teams from a number of churches are visiting
the homes in the community to create friendliness, understanding,
and to combat the barriers which divide man from man. The results
of this movement, "Community in Britain," suggest vividly the possi-

bilities for undergirding a just peace at home.

this field may be summarized as follows:
1. The formation of local youth committees on world order to
study proposals for world organization and to help create a determined public concern for the organization of peace.
2. The study and promotion of economic movements which
foster the spirit of cooperation.

3. The organization of a specific relief project for war victims in
every youth group.
4. The development of correspondence and cooperation with a
foreign youth group by each local fellowship.
5. The study and support of the missionary work of the churches.

Another way to practice our peace aims is to develop religious
solidarity across frontiers in the midst of war. Work for war-victims

6. The observance of a peace angelus each evening in local communities.

and refugees, if developed in a spirit of sacrifice, can become a magnificent method of reconciliation. We need to visualize relief needs

These recommendations are included in the pamphlet, Build Today [or a
Christian World (International Council of Religious Education, 2o3 North
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 1o cents). Program suggestions for older young people

in terms of individual persons whom we can help. Your denomina-
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are emphasized in To Build a Better World by Richard M. Fagley (World Alliance office, ÿo cents). A stimulating book in this area for older young people

is The Seed and the Soil by Richard T. Baker (Friendship Press, 15o Fifth
Avenue, New York, paper, 60 cents).

The study of peace aims, to be adequate, must begin with the youngest children. For the task is a life-long responsibility and requires a
life-long education. The basic attitudes that are essential to a better
world order need to be stressed throughout the church school.
The Missionary Education Movement, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, and the
World Alliance office can supply friendship materials for children. One vivid
secular pamphlet on international interdependence for 7th-9th grade children
is The Whole Round World (League o[ Nations Association, 8 West 4oth Street,
New York, lo cents).

A Committee on World Order
If the study of peace aims is to be geared into the whole program oE
the church, organization is obviously necessary. The church needs a
continuing committee on world order. The name is not important;
the function is. The peace committee, the committee on education,

the missions group, or the committee on social action may fill this
need. If a new committee is needed, it may grow out of the group

study, suggested above. The essential thing is a body representing the
laity (three to five laymen may be adequate) to help the pastor bring
into the whole church program the perspective of the churches' world
aims and responsibilities. This committee would meet with teachers

of the church school, with youth and adult group leaders, with the
worship committee, and with the leaders of the various church agencies, to stress this perspective and to consult on ways and means by

which the diverse activities of the church may reveal this outlook to
the members.

The making of peace is a long and complicated task. No truly
religious person can escape from participation in its undertaking.
The world's extremity places a compulsion upon every man and

woman of goodwill whose reward is implied in the words of Jesus,
"Blessed are the peace-makers for they shall be called the children
of God."
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