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There is an insistent demand from the many thousands who, in the
past, have read the pamphlets and articles which we have published that
we say something about the coming period of rehabilitation, and of what
can be done (whilst the war is still in progress) to prepare for usefulness
at that time. When the war broke out, we published an article, entitled
The Present World Crisis, and in it tried to trace the origins of the conflict and the factors which made this catastrophe possible. Later, another
article appeared, called The Coming World Order, which sought to hold
out to a suffering world a vision of a material and spiritual future which
th'e hearts of men have long demanded. Thus an attempt was made to

deal with both the past and the future.
More, at that time, was not possible, owing to the disunity existing
among those nations which today form the United Nations. There was
also a lack of understanding and a selfish perspective among those nations
at that time neutral. Above everything else was the fact that the issues
involved had to be settled by humanity itself and it was not then possible
to foretell with any accuracy what humanity would do. Even the most
enlightened of men and the spiritual leaders of the race could not judge
what line mankind would take or whether there were enough clear-sighted
people in the world who could and would sweep the mass of men into
effective opposition to the Axis Powers. The question was : Would world
fear and universal selfishness dominate, or, would the spirit of freedom

and the love of liberty be strong enough to weld the free nations into
one united and steadfast whole ?
Today, the issue is clear and the end inevitable. The free nations
and the defeated and enslaved little nations are subjectively and practically
unified into one intense spiritual determination to win the war; the fate
of the Axis Nations is therefore unalterably settled, even though, at the
time of writing, they seem to he victorious all along the line. It is only
the time of the final victory of right against might which remains as yet
the factor of uncertainty, and this is owing to the enormous, prepared
strength of the aggressor nations and the unpreparedness of the de-

mocracies. This unpreparedness is being rapidly remedied.
This article is an attempt to indicate the problems and perhaps some
of the solutions which' must inevitably fill the interlude between the ending of the war and the coming world order. It will be necessary to deal
with this subject in a broad and general way for the subject is too vast

for us to be intelligently specific. We can, however, consider the im-

mediate work to be done in preparation for the cessation of war and indicate the first steps which can and ghould be taken to initiate sound
reconstruction processes. The period of rehabilitation and of reconstruc-

tion should be the deep concern today of all who love their fellow men.

racial barriers, heal the wounds of war and build a new world structure,

adequate to the intelligent demands of the masses.
In the earlier pamphlets, I sought (along wit.k many other thinking
people) to indicate the steps which might be taken to avert the impending
cataclysm. Among the most important, upon which emphasis was laid,

was the growth of world goodwill, for goodwill is the active principle of
The Problems ta be Faced.
There are those who will consider the study of the coming reconstruction period as premature. They believe (and rightly) that our first immediate concern is to win the war and with this I am fully in agreement.
The will-to-victory is the first and basic essential, for there will be no
true reconstruction activity if the Axis Nations triumph. But there are
many today whose task is not that of fighting and whose place and function is perforce in the civilian aspects of the life of the nations. These
can think, and talk, and work in preparation for the future. There are

others who feel that only the trained expert in the field of economic, and
political readjustment can approach this difficult problem with any hope
of making a useful contribution; still others feel that peace is the only
thing that matters and that it should be followed by a long period of
mental quiet in every country; they believe that people everywhere are too
exhausted and unhappy to be ready as yet to undertake any work of rebuilding. Others again are so completely pessimistic that they despair of
ever reclaiming the world and they look sadly for a breakdown of all
the civilized processes of living. There is some truth in all these points
of view. The work of the experts will be sorely needed but the understanding interest and the sustaining power of those whose hearts are
aflame with love can alone make their work possible. It will not be the
institutionalized activities and the financial enterprise of economic and
social workers and government agents which will alone be needed, but
above all else the solution must be found in the uprising of goodwill in
the hearts of men. This will provide the right compassionate incentive.
Most certainly the world could be rehabilitated for purely commercial and
selfish reasons, and because trade interchange, buying and selling capacity
and the restoration of financial stability are important factors in world
restoration. But these are not the basic motives which would restore

humanity to self-respecting and secure living. They will provide the
motive power for many men and groups but not the motive which can

produce true constructive rebuilding of the fabric of human life.

peace. I sought also to stress international understanding, a future of
shared planetary resources and a recognition of a general historically-

proved guilt in relation to the war, plus those ideas which could -- if
developed -- end the era of separativeness.

In spite of all the efforts of the men of good-will, of all the
peace organizations and the enlightened work of the world thinkers,
educators and leaders, two things happened which it had been hoped
might be averted. The first was a definite and focussed precipitation
of the spirit of evil and of materialism through the medium of the
Axis Nations, using the aggression of Japan as the initial focal point
and expressing itself later in full force through Germany. The
second was the failure of the neutral nations, in the early stages of the
war, to take the needed steps to ally themselves actively with the nations
fighting totalitarianism, and their inability to realize the full horror of
what lay ahead for mankind. The selfishness of humanity was even more
deepseated than was grasped and the United Nations only came into cooperative activity after two years of war and the planned rape of many of
the neutral nations. The blindness of the neutral nations definitely upset
the calculations of far-sighted workers for world good and seriously delayed the ending of the war. The critical point is now passed and the
humanitarian grasp of the issues involved, and the unity existing among
the Allied Nations, guarantees the inevitable defeat of the Axis Powers.
Other factors also ensure the ultimate victory of the forces of right
and the freedom of the world. There is not time to enlarge upon them
but they can be listed and people can then see how assuredly they guarantee the triumph of the free peoples of the world. These factors are:
1. The will-to-victory is steadily growing. Appeasement, pacifism and
uncertainty are as steadily dying out.
. The plight of humanity everywhere, as the result of Axis aggression,
is definitely steadying public opinion and evoking an unalterable determination to end the evil, initiated and carried forward by Germany and Japan, aided somewhat unwillingly by Italy.

The work of reconstruction will be the work of the intelligent men
and women of goodwill and theirs will he the task to restore new life and
happiness to humanity and it is for them I write. Please bear this in
mind. I am not writing for technical experts and trained advisors to the
governments, but to those who have goodwill in their hearts to all men,
and who, because of it, want to do their share in bringing tranquility and

3. The resources of the United Nations are vast and are only now in

peace to the world -- a peace based on surer values than in the past and

4. The issues in this war are being increasingly clearly realized; even
the ignorant and the prejudiced recognize today that these issues
can be grouped under three major positions, and this enables them
to make a personal choice as to loyalties:

upon sounder planning. In the last analysis, it is not peace for which the
men of goodwill are working, but for the growth of the spirit of understanding and cooperation; this alone will be strong enough to break down

process of mobilization. Thelr massed use and their manufacturing
potential are practically inexhaustible and are rapidly being organized. The man power and the resources of Germany and of her

allies have reached their peak, bringing enormous present potency,
but a steady decline is indicated for the future.

a. The democratic position, with its emphasis upon the Four Free-

doms and the Atlantic Charter, ensuring right human relations
and the ending of aggression.
b. The totalitarian position, with its emphasis upon world dictator-

.

ship, the slavery of the many conquered nations, its anti-racial

bias and its blatant cruelty and terrorism.
c. The appeasement and the pacifistic attitudes -- idealistic and
impractical and finding their focus today in the attitude of
Gandhi. His function is to bring into clear perspective the uncompromising, fanatical attitude which is non-realistic and which
will willingly sacrifice lives, nations and the future of humanity
in order to attain its object. If Gandhi were to succeed in his
objective, it would precipitate civil war in India, sacrifice all immediate hope of freedom for that country, permit the Japanese
to realize an easy conquest of India, bring about a slaughtering
of countless thousands, and permit Germany to join hands with
Japan across Asia, with the appalling probability of a totalitarian

vile distinctions and separative barriers between rich and poor, between the oriental and the occidental, and between the castes and
classes which are found in every land -- without any distinction.
.

war. These adjustments must be carried out on the basis of hu-

manity itself; the will of free peoples must be the determining factors and not the will of technical, political experts, or of some ruling
class or group. In the world which is coming, the human equation
will take a predominant position; human beings will determine as
far as in them lies their own destiny and men will exercise their
free will in establishing the kind of world in which they choose to
live. They will decide in which country they prefer to claim citizenship and the type of government to which they choose to give allegiance. This will necessarily all take time and must be an unhurried process. It will call for a planned education of the masses
in every country, and the principles of freedom and the distinction
between freedom and licence will have to be carefully taught. A

victory.

The spirit of freedom is triumphing in every land (even in the
conquered countries, much to the bewilderment of Germany) and
the beauty of the human spirit is emerging everywhere, both in the
conquered lands and in the nations fighting, with their backs to the
wall, for human liberty.

new world, based upon the restoration of territorial limits, historic-

ally determined, will fail to end strife, aggression and fear. A new

An intense interest in after-war conditions is evidenced by the ut-

terances of leaders, politicians, lecturers and the spiritually minded
men everywhere; this is testified to by the articles, pamphlets, books,
speeches and plans, dealing with the new world order. The forces
of rehabilitation and of goodwill are rapidly mobilizing; they constitute a great army within all nations, and they are an invincible
army, but one which is as yet inchoate, uncertain as to method and
process, though clear as to goals and principles.

The above six factors ensure the defeat of the Forces of Evil and
the triumph of the Forces of Light and with these as the basis of optimism.
we can look ahead with sure hope to the ending of the war, to the demobilization of the armies, to the tranquil passage of the seven seas and
to the time when fear begins to die out.
What then will be the dangers to be offset ? For what must we be
prepared when the task of reconstruction confronts us ? It might be useful to enumerate some of the dangers for which we must be prepared.

Let us consider them in the order of their importance:
1. The danger of too prompt a peace settlement. Let us work hard
for a prolonged armistice, during which the heat of battle and the
fires of revenge can have time to die down and in which the agony
of mankind can be assuaged and time be gained for calm, unhurried
planning.

The dangers, incident to the necessary adjustments, between the

nations. Any adjustment made upon the basis of historical tradition
or ancient boundaries will only serve to plunge the world again into

These three points of view are today being clearly realized by men
everywhere and their decisions as to loyalties and adherences are
clarified.

.

The danger of a return to so-called normality. The outstanding
disaster which faces humanity at this time is a return to the state
of affairs prior to the outbreak of war, and the rehabilitation of the
old familiar world with its imperialism (whether of empire or
finance), its nationalisms and its distressed, exploited minorities, its

world, based on human values and right human relations, can in-

stitute (slowly to be sure, but inevitably) that new civilization which
will come into being and which men of goodwill demand for humanity as a whole.
o

The dangers groÿing out of hate, revenge and pain. These dangers
will be the most difficult to avoid. A deepseated hatred of the Nazi
regime (and of the German nation as endorsing that regime) is
steadily rising. This is almost inevitable, being based on the facts
of Nazi activity. The task of the United Nations after the war will
of necessity be -- among other things, -- to protect the German

people from the hate of those whom they have so appallingly abused.
This will be no easy thing to do. Retribution and revenge must
not be permitted and yet at the same time a just payment for evil
action cannot, and should not, be avoided. The law ever works and
that law states that whatsoever a man or nation sows, that shall it

also reap. Germany has sown evil broadcast throughout the civilized
world and for some time to come her lot must be hard and she will
have to pay in sweat and toil and tears for her evil deeds. But
this payment should be part of the great work of rehabilitation and
not a vengeful exaction, and if this is borne in mind, no serious mistakes will be made. The German people must work strenuously to

put right the evil they have done as far as in them lies, but the
-next generation -- at present in the cradle or at school -- must not
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be penalized. The little children and the babies of the German

race -- innocent of the wrong actions of their fathers and brothers

and no nation has been exempt from this spirit of national pride

-- should not be implicated in the penalties exacted. The young
men of today in Germany must, by the labour of their hands and
the sweat of their brows, rebuild that which they have so ruthlessly
destroyed, but the unoffending, though weak, elderly people, the
little children and the adolescent boys and girls must be exempt and
must be trained to be citizens of a better and a finer Germany than

and from a nationalistic, separative outlook. Selfish interests have
controlled the reasons for which every nation has entered this war;

has ever yet existed -- a Germany that is a constructive part of the
whole and not a menace and a terror to all right-thinking men and
women.
The arousing of the men of goodwill in every nation -- men who
see humanity as a whole and all men as brothers -- is the only way

of self-preservation gave them no alternative is likewise true, hut

in which this rising tide of hate can be stemmed. It will not be
stemmed by telling those who have suffered at the hands of the Axis
Nations that they must not hate, or by exhorting people who have
been the victims of traitors that they must not bear ill-will to such
men as Quisling and Laval. It will be offset by a great demonstra-

tion of practical love and understanding on the part of the United
Nations -- a love which will work out in the form of food for the

hungry, nursing for the sick, the rebuilding of the ruined cities,
and the restoration of the "scorched earth." The problems of hate

and revenge will require the utmost skill in handling and will necessitate exceedingly wise action on the part of the free nations of the
world.

5. The danger to humanity of the effects of war upon the children and
the adolescents of the nations. The children of today are the parents
of the coming generations, and they have been through a shattering
psychological experience. They can scarcely ever be truly normal
again. They have seen the very depths of cruelty, wickedness, pain,
horror, terror and uncertainty. They have been bombed, shell
shocked and machine gunned. They have known no security and
look forward today to no sure future. Millions have known no
parental control; they have been separated by war from their families and frequently do not even know their own names. Even when

the family unit has been preserved intact, their fathers are usually
engaged in war work, either at home or abroad, and their mothers

are working in factories or on the land; the children have therefore
no home life or control. Malnutrition has weakened their stamina

and rampant evil has undermined their morale and their standards
of value. From the humanitarian and spiritual standpoint, the vital
problem after the war will be the restoration of the children of the
world to happiness, security, proper standards of life and conduct
and some measure of understanding control. This is essentially a

problem of education. Educators and psychologists of vision in
every country must be mobilized and the "pattern of things to
come" for the children must be intelligently determined. This will
have to be done on an international scale and with the wisdom which
comes from a grasp of immediate need and a far-sighted vision of
the future.
6. The dangers of re-emergence o'f the nationalistic spirit. Intense na-

tionalism was one of the prime movers in bringing about this war

individual security has prompted the entry of even the most enlightened democratic nations. That to these selfish incentives, they
have added world need and the love of freedom is true and serves

to balance, though not offset, the selfish motives; that the instinct
the fact remains that there would have been no war if the democratic
nations had been the determining factor. That in itself gives rise
to questions. Why did the powerful democracies, in the last an-

alysis, permit this war when united and banded together from the
start they might have arrested it in the initial stages ? Also, given
the existent aggressor nations, collective self-interest forced the democracies into combat, and yet this same self-interest should have
made them take the steps which would have guaranteed the peace.

National types, individual national interests, national cultures and
national civilizations exist side by side, but instead of being regarded
as contributory to one integrated whole, they have been zealously

competitive and have been regarded as the peculiar and distinctive
prerogatives of some one nation and as existing for the sole good

of that nation. In the future the contributory factor in life must be
emphasized and developed and the good of the entire family of nations must be substituted for the good of one nation or a group
of nations, such as the Axis group. The education of the public in
this ideal necessitates no loss of national identity or individual culture. That must remain and be developed to its highest spiritual
goal for the enriching and the collective good of all. It is only the
motive for the emphasis of any specific racial and national culture
which must be changed.
The family of nations, viewed as a unit, its correct and proper inter-

relation and the shouldering of responsibility for the one or for the weak
must be the realized goal of all national enterprise; the resources of the
entire planet must be shared collectively and it must be increasingly re-

alized that the products of the earth, the gifts of the soil, the intellectual
heritage of the nations, belong to the whole of manldnd and to no one na-

tion exclusively. No nation liveth unto itself any more than any individual can happily so live; the nation or individual who attempts so to
do must inevitably perish off the face of the earth. All nations have
made this selfish attempt, as history, ancient and modern, goes to prove.
Their tradition, their resources, their national genius, their past history,
their mineral and agricultural products, their strategic position on the
planet, their boundaries and limitations have been used in past centuries

for the benefit of the nation claiming them; they have been exploited for
the increase of the power of that nation at the expense of the suffering
of others. This is the sin which Germany is today committing, aided by
Japan and feebly followed by Italy. Power politics, the exploitation of
the weak, aggression, economic selfishness, ideals based on pure com-

mercialism and materialistic and territorial goals colour all the past history
of mankind in both hemispheres, and have laid the foundation for the
present war.

Some nations, particularly the great democracies like th'e British
Commonwealth of Nations and the United States of America, now realize
that these attitudes and activities must end and that the hope of the world
lies in the spread of right human relations, in economic interchange,
broad unselfish international politics and the growth of the spirit of cooperation. They believe unalterably and as a basic national policy in
the rights of the individual and that the State exists for the benefit of
that individual; to that they add the belief that the State also exists for
the benefit of all other states and for humanity as a whole. Other nations, such as the Axis Powers, are violently crystallizing the ancient
viewpoints, emphasizing the worst aspects of the old and evil order and
are aggressively grasping all that they can for themselves. They regard
the individual as of no value and hold that he exists only for the benefit
of the State; they believe that the State is the sole unit of importance
and that only their particular state counts in the aggregate of states.
They divide the family of nations into a superstate for the control of

national aggrandisement, a place in the sun, lebensraum, financial supremacy, economic control and power must end. At the same time he realizes

that if humanity is to get rid of these evil products of selfishness, certain
basic values must be preserved. Past and present cultures and civilizations are of great value; the peculiar genius of each nation must be

evoked for the enriching of the entire human family; the new civilization
must have its roots in and emerge out of the past; new ideals must come

forth and be recognized and for that the events and education of the past
will have prepared the people. Humanity itself must be the goal of
interest and effort and not any particular nation or empire. All this has
to be wrought out in a practical, realistic manner, divorced from visionary,

mystical and impractical dreams, and all that is done must be founded on
one basic recognition -- human brotherhood, expressing itself in right
human relations.

The revolt so widely prevalent against the "vague visionings" of
humanitarian dreamers is based upon the fact that out of the welter of
words and the plethora of plans, little of practical value has emerged and
nothing sufficiently potent to end the old and horrid ways of life. Nothing has been really done, prior to the war, to offset the visible and shriek-

Europe and another for Asia and regard all other states as slave states;

they would perpetuate the ancient evil of force and war and would and
do resort to unheard of cruelties in the effort to raise their state to
supreme eminence.

This is the old order which must pass but its dangers must be recognized. For its abolishing, the United Nations are fighting, but the difficulties are many, even though the spiritual strength of all good men
are on their side and the Forces of Light are fighting to aid them to
triumph. The nationalistic spirit is not dead as yet in any country. It
must be helped to die. Minorities, with historical backgrounds but no
territorial rights are clamouring for recognition and for a place to call
their own and in which to build up a nation. The small nations are full
of fear, wondering what place in the family of nations they will be permitted to hold, and whether the evil plans of the Germans will spare any
of their citizens eventually to form a nation. The demand for national
recognition is widespread; the emphasis upon humanity as the important
unit is little heard.
Those nations impede the path of progress who live in the memory
of their past history and boundaries and who look back upon what they

ing evils. Palliative measures have been tried and compromises made for

the sake of peace, but the basic evils of national ambition, economic disparity, and virulent class distinctions (hereditary or financial) still remained. Religious differences were rampant; racial hatreds widespread,
and the economic and political orders remained corrupt, fostering party,

!

social and national strife.

Today, the war has cleared the air. The issues are clear and at
least we know what has been wrong. In their demonstration of supreme

selfishness, national ambition, racial hatred and utter barbarity and cruelty, plus their complete lack of all humanitarian feeling, the Axis Powers
have served the race by showing us what must not, and shall not, be permitted. The democracies have awakened also to their weaknesses and to
the realization that true democracy does not, as yet, exist, owing to widespread, political corruption, and to the ignorance and unpreparedness of
the masses for true self government. Imperialistic powers, such as Great

Britain, are publicly repudiating the old points of view and are forging

call "a glorious past," resting upon the recollection of national or empire

ahead in the task of world reconstruction. The conservative reactionary

rule over the weak. This is a hard saying but the nationalistic spirit constitutes a grave peril to the world; if perpetuated in any form, except as
:ontributory to the good of humanity as a whole, it will throw the world
(after the war) back into the dark ages and leave men no better off than

is no longer popular. The small nations are realizing their helplessness
and their complete dependence upon their larger neighbours and these

they were, even though there has been twenty years of travail and agony.
We could take the nations, one by one, and observe how this nation-

:alistic, separative or isolationist spirit, emerging out of an historical past,
,out of racial complexes, out of territorial position, out of revolt and out
,of possession of material resources has brought about the present world

:risis and cleavage and this global clash of interests and ideals. But it
would profit not. The intelligent student of history (who has no nationalistic bias) knows well the facts, and is more deeply concerned today
with the processes which must be brought to bear to end the world strife
than with arguments pro and con. He knows that the efforts to attain

-- in their turn -- are recognizing their responsibilities to the weak and

small. People everywhere are waking up and beginning to think and
never again can they sink back into the negative condition of the past.
There is faith on every hand that a new and better world order is possible, and that it is even probable.
How can we simply and clearly express the goal of this hoped-for
new world order and word briefly the objective which each person and
nation should hold before itself when the war ends and opportunity faces
each and all? It is surely that every nation, great and small (with the
minorities given equal and proportionate rights) should pursue their own
individual culture and work out their own salvation as seems best to

them, but that each and all should develop the realization that they are

organic parts of one corporate whole and that they must contribute to

that whole all they have and are. This concept is already present in the
hearts of countless thousands and carries with it great responsibility.
These realizations, when intelligently developed and wisely handled, will
lead to right human relations, economic stability (based on the spirit of
sharing) and to a fresh orientation of man to man, of nation to nation,

and of all to that supreme power to which we give the name God.

the face of this gigantic, human undertaking. He asks himself many
questions. Of what use am I? What can I do? How can my little
voice be heard and of what use is it when heard ? What part can I play
in the vast arena of world affairs ? How can I prove myself useful and
constructive? How can I offset my ignorance of history, of society, of
political and economic conditions in my own country, not to speak of
other lands ? Humanity is so immense, its numhers so vast and its races

so many that he feels himself a helpless, insignificant unit. He has no
academic or general training which would enable him really to grasp the
II.

problems or contribute to their solution. What, therefore, can the man
in the street, the business man in his office, the woman in her home and

The Work to be Done

the average citizen everywhere contribute at this time and in the future to
the laelping of the world ? It is for this type of person I write.

This is the vision and it is holding countless thousands steady in the
path of duty and for it many in every nation are prepared to work. In

spite of the background of an evil past, in spite of the present world
carnage, in spite of the almost overwhelming psychological problems con-

fronting humanity, in spite of political machinations and old time diplomacy, in spite of the improbability of any quick successes, there are
thousands ready to start with the preparatory work. The number of men

and women of vision and of goodwill is now so large (especially among
the united Nations) that there IS a chance of eventual success and it is
possible today to make a start. The outline of the future world structure
can already be dimly seen; the failure -- complete, obvious and irremediable, of the old order and the old world -- is everywhere recognized. The

will-to-good is growing. One of the interesting things which it is helpful
to recognize is that this vision is more clearly seen by the man in the
street and by the intelligentsia than it is by the exclusive classes. Through
the material difficulties of life and by resultant processes of thought, they
know that changed conditions are necessary and that there is no alternative.

The task ahead falls into two categories: First, directing mass
thought and energy into right lines so that good motive and wise action
can bring in the desired era of right human relations and eventual peace;

I would start by reminding the general public of one important fact.
This is that focussed, determined, enlightened public opinion is the most
potent force in the world. It has no equal but has been little used. The
gullibility of the average citizen, his willingness to accept what is told
him if it is said loudly enough and with sufficient plausible force is well
known. The well-turned phrases of the trained politician, intent on his
selfish purposes, the arguments of the silver-tongued demagogue as he ex-

ploits some pet theory at the expense of the public, and the rantings of
the man with a cause, a theory or an axe to grind all find an easy audience.

Mass psychology and mob determinations have been exploited down the
ages, for the unthinking and the emotional are easily swayed in any direction and hitherto this has been turned to their own advantage by those
who do not have the best interests of humanity at heart. It has been used

for selfish and evil ends far more often than for good. Of this tendency,
the negative and helpless attitude of the German people under the Nazi
rulers is the outstanding example.

But this negative receptivity (which does not deserve the name of
public opinion) can be as easily turned to good ends as bad, and to constructive measures as to destructive. A' little planned direction and a

secondly, educating those in every class and nation whose apathy and

wisely outlined programme with this in view can and will bring about
the needed change and make a sound and intelligent public opinion one of

lack of vision impede progress. This latter phase of the work is well

the major factors in world reconstruction. One of the most interesting

under way and a powerful, though small, group among the world leaders

features of this war period has been the direct contact which has been
set up by some of the world leaders with the man in the street and the
woman in the home, as witness the talks given by Roosevelt and
Churchill. Those given by the Axis leaders are in a totally different category for they have been directed to the male youth of their countries and

is voicing certain general propositions which must be regarded as imperative when world readjustment starts. Their demand is for a new govern-

ing principle in politics and in education, founded on universally recognized human rights, on the need for spiritual unity and the need to throw
• overboard all separative, theological attitudes and dogmas in every field
of thought. There is a mounting appeal not only for international understanding and cooperation but also for class understanding. These demands -- insistent and clear -- are being expressed from every platform

and pulpit and through the pen in every land -- except in those sad lands
where freedom of speech is not permitted.
The average man looks on at all of this and is frequently over-

to the man in uniform. Only the lesser leaders in Germany, for instance,

talk to the people in their homes, and then only to give them orders, to
foster hate and to misrepresent the truth. In all these cases, however,
the value of mass opinion is recognized and the need to sway the mass
mind in some direction or another -- either bending it to the will of some

leader, such as Hitler, or educating it in those principles which are of
benefit to the whole.

whelmed by the magnitude of the unfolding task, by the diversity of
opinions expressed, by the many suggestions, plans and schemes for world
betterment, and by a sense of his own utter unimportance and futility in

The second point which needs to be grasped by the average citizen
is that the mass is made up of individuals; that each of us, as an individual, is a definite and integral part of the whole. This is a basic and
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important fact and has a bearing on my subject. The first step, therefore, in the rebuilding process which lies ahead of us is to reach the individual, show him his importance, indicate to him his very real sphere of
influence and then set him to work in that sphere and with what he has.
In this way, his normal and natural sense of futility will disappear, and
he will gradually realize that he is needed and can do much. Having
grasped this for himself, he can then try to bring the same constructive
attitude to those around him and they -- in their turn -- will then do
likewise.
May I point out here that the value of the individual is surely based
on the inherent divinity of the human spirit and on the integrity of the
whole. It is founded also on the knowledge, which must underlie all
future reconstruction work, that at the very heart of the universe is a

divine Power, call it what you will, and on the faith that love is the very
law of life itself, in spite of all appearances and the record of the past.
It is essential that we are practical in our approach' to the subject
and that the reconstruction plans involve steps which are possible and
which the average man can take. The first practical attitude to be taken
is to crush out hate because it is non-constructive and hindering. It

blinds the vision and warps the judgment, and simply feeds the growth
of fear and horror. But the love demanded of us is neither emotional
nor sentimental. It is intensely practical and expresses itself in service,

and cooperative activity. It seeks to aid all movements that benefit humanity and are in line with the new incoming era. Many people think
that an emotional reaction and a clamouring outcry of horror at what has

the same time what happens to him as he serves and fights for human
fredom is of no individual importance at all. A hrief period of organized
effort and, at the end, death, is of more vital usefulness today than a
futile doing of the things a man feels like doing in a leisurely way, and
then meandering feebly down the years.
Therefore, the development of a sense of individual responsibility,
the expression of real love in service and the reorganizing the life so as
to get the utmost out of each day constitute the preparatory stage for
the man who seeks to participate in the reconstruction period. Having
then done this to the best of his ability (and many have already made a
good beginning) he must develop in himself and evoke in others the spirit
of goodwill. This will-to-good is of immedate effectiveness, because it
governs a man's relation to his family and his household, his business or
social associates, his casual acquaintances and all with whom he may
come in contact. It enables him to begin the work of reconstruction
right where he is and trains him in a familiar environment to practice
right human relations. It is the major and potent factor which can enable
the otherwise futile individual to become a focal point of constructive
influence. He will then discover that, as a result of this, his sphere of
constructive influence is continually enlarging.
These are the first four steps and they are, perhaps, the most difficult
for they are non-spectacular and almost constitute spiritual platitudes.
But they are the essential and unavoidable preliminaries for the man who
wants to work wisely, usefully and intuitively in the future.
To the above, he can then add the following efforts and attempt to
impose upon himself this suggested programme:

overtaken the world indicates love and spiritual sensitivity. It is far more
likely to indicate self-centredness and personal discomfort. True love

1.

has no time for these reactions because the work of alleviation is entirely
engrossing. The man who loves his fellow-men is mentally poised and
intelligently working; he is mobilizing all his forces for the service of
the hour. A truly compassionate heart is not emotional.

Our second step, therefore, after the recognition of individual responsibility, is to replace emotion by practical love, expressed in selfless

among your friends and in your environment without fear or

favour. It will help you to do so if you regard such discussion as
a service and believe that your interest and enthusiasm cannot fail

service. The third step is to re-organize our lives so that we have time

for this needed service. Most people are not getting the maximum of
results out of their daily lives and this for several reasons. Frequently
they do not really desire to make the sacrifices which such' service demands; often they are under the delusion that their present output oÿ
service represents their utmost possibility; again, they fancy that their
health could stand no more active work, or that they require time for
themselves or they waste many valuable hours doing those things which

to have an effect.

If possible, gather people together to discuss and study the coming
world order, or cooperate with those who are already doing so.

Look upon this meeting together as a definite contribution to the
moulding of public opinion and as a method of building up that
reservoir of thought power which can be of use to those whose task
it is to rebuild. If only two people cooperate with you in this matter, the effort will not be lost or futile, for you will be helping to
change the content of world thought and impressing other minds,
even if you do not know it.

yield no real results. If, however, the need today is as great as we are

led to believe, if this is the hour of man's extremity, if the issues are so
great that the entire future of the race depends upon the outcome of the
war, then the one thing that really matters is for each man to play his
part, to mobilize his time and all that he has and make that supreme
effort which will release life and energy and make the winning of the
war something immediately possible and the rebuilding era a success.
This he must do at any cost, even that of life itself. A spiritual paradox
becomes apparent. The individual is of supreme importance and yet at
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Study and reflect upon the many proposals which are being made
by world leaders and thinkers as to the coming world rehabilitation
processes. It will be necessary to plan your reading and to know
what is being discussed anent the future plans. Cultivate an intelligent opinion, based on goodwill and on what you, as a result of
study, feel should be done. Then discuss the ideas in your home,

.

Extend your interest to many countries and try to understand the
diverse problems of these countries. Many know people in these

foreign lands and lists can be made of their names and addresses.
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'out to discover them. When you have found them, then be inAs soon as the war is over and the lines of communication are again
open, you can seek to reach these people, attempt to locate them

terested in what they are doing, and also endeavour to have them
cooperate with you in your lines of activity. Keep a register of
all names and addresses, adding also their capacities and functions
if any, and thus build up a mailing list. You will then be aware
of a group which can be depended upon to work in a spirit ef good-

through any available agencies and then, when found, strengthen
them with the knowledge of your goodwill or interest and by cooperating with them during the period of reconstruction. No matter how slight has been your contact with them in the past, foster it
by thought and prayer and later by direct communication. Thus a
great network of relationship will be set up which will serve to weld

will and for world reconstruction. Later, these lists can be amalga-

mated, if deemed desirable and form a vast mailing list of people
in every country who will work along these indicated lines and who
could be reached simultaneously. They will form a body of synchronized public opinion, sufficiently strong to mould ideas, influence
the masses and aid the world leaders to right and appropriate action.

a new world into one harmonious and understanding whole.

4. Pray constantly and to your prayers add meditation and reflection.
Behind the world pattern and structure stands its Originator, its
Planner, its motivating Energy, its central Will, its living Creator,
its God -- the name matters not. Seek by prayer to reach that

central Will and point of LIFE, thus blending yourself with the
sensed, divine objective and identifying yourself with the divine will.
This central Will-to-good can be reached by the man whose own
will-to-good is a living, practical experience and the more that goodwill is expressed, the more easily will you discover and cooperate
with the divine Plan, and follow the guiding hand of God in worlÿi
affairs. The real work of reconstruction will be done by those who,
in the silence of their own hearts, have walked with God and
learnt His ways.

b. Find two other people to pray thus and meditate with you. There
is a unique potency in this triple relationship. God Himself, so
say all the world Scriptures, works as a Trinity of goodness and
you can, in your tiny sphere, do the same, finding two other people
of like mind with you to form a triangle of light and spiritual interplay. Each of the two who cooperate with you can, in their turn,
do the same and thus a great network of light, of prayer and
of spiritual power can spread over the world upon the inner side
of life. Through it the Forces of Light will be able to work and
you, in your place and sphere, will have aided and helped.
6. Find out and study the methods, techniques and objectives of the
various groups and organizations which are interested in world
reconstruction. You may not agree with all of them or with their
plans and modes of working, but all are needed. The types of men
are many, the races and conditions are varied and the problems to

be solved will call for innumerable ways of working. All can play
their part if based on real goodwill and if fanaticism is absent.
The fanatic is a danger wherever he is found for he sees only one
side of a question and is unable to appreciate the various points
of view. He will not admit that all are needed. Cooperation is the
key to expressed goodwill and in the future period of rehabilitation,
cooperation will be the outstanding need. Keep a record of all such
groups, their leaders, objectives and programmes. It will prove
useful when the war is over. Establish helpful and friendly relations with them to the best of your ability.
7. Find and keep a record also of the men and women of goodwill in
your environment. Be spiritually aggressive in this matter and go
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Above everything else and growing out of all the above suggestions,
plan definitely for the rehabilitation -- physical, psychological and
spiritual -- of the children of every country. They have been the
victims of wickedness. Let them be the recipients of loving goodwill instead. The problems of economic rehabilitation, of territorial boundaries, of the demobilization of armies and the subsequent re-employment of the demobilized, and of world rebuilding
are profoundly important and will call for expert aid. But the
problem of the children, as earlier pointed out, underlies the whole
necessity for world rebuilding, is greater than all other problems,
is above all racial and national barriers and evokes the best in every
human heart. The children have prior claim upon all men.

I would, therefore, appeal to all whom I can reach through this
article to concentrate their major effort -- mental, spiritual and

practical -- on preparing themselves to aid the children of Europe
and the other countries which have suffered so much at the hands
of the Axis Powers. This will take much time and careful planning; it will necessitate enlisting the cooperation of trained experts
in the field of child welfare, doctors, surgeons, nurses, psychologists
and educators; it will require much money to make this preparation
effective, to send a trained personnel into the destitute and ruined
countries and to carry forward the work whilst there; it will take
also loving, compassionate action and long patience. It neverthe-

less constitutes the most important opportunity confronting the men
and women of goodwill; it is the foundational activity of the new
world order, for that order must be brought into being for the sake
of the children of today. They will inhabit this new world, express
the new ideals and hand on to their children that for which we have
fought and died, the best that we have inherited and all that we
have succeeded in salvaging for them. The thought of the children
in the subjugated lands did not arrest the onward march of Hitler's
soldiers; the sanctity of the home and the physical and moral needs
of small children aroused no flicker of compassion in the young men,
trained under the Nazi system of education; the relationship of
mother and child did not enter into the calculations of the German
agents as they separated children from parents and set the child
adrift in a world of carnage or in an institutionalized establishment. That planned cruelty must be remedied, and it must be

lb

remedied by the men and women of goodwill and by loving hearts.
9. Begin now to lay aside, no matter what the personality may demand,
such small sums as can be spared and which can accumulate in prep-

aration for the work of reconstruction. If we can all do this, it
will enable us to take our share in the work without placing an
undue load on others. Will you see to it that this sacrifice and its
resulting fund be preserved inviolate into the future ?
These are the practical suggestions which it would seem possible to
make at this particular time. They are of a general nature and basicaUy
individual. The whole scheme of rebuilding is, as yet, in the formative
thought stage. Until the war is won, definite planning for specific, physical happenings is out of order. The process to be followed today is one
of self-education and the awakening of all whom we can reach. It will
demand the intelligent study and consideration of methods with which
to meet this need, and the discovery of those who, irrespective of nationality or religion, can be depended upon to cooperate in the various phases
of the work of reconstruction. In this work of preparation, all can share

and there is something that everyone can do, right in the place where his
destiny has cast him.
To this task we are all called and to it there are many voices calling
today; there are thousands who have dreamed the same dream, seen the

same vision, believed in the divine possibilities which are latent in all
human hearts and who know, past all controversy, that selfishness and

universal greed have brought the world to its present desperate plight.
They know also that selfless sharing and cooperative understanding between all men of goodwill everywhere can rebuild a new world, bring
into being a more beautiful life and restore that which humanity itself
has destroyed. The best is yet to be. We can rest back upon the realiza-

tion that the history of the human race has been one of a steady moving
forward down the ages and towards the light.
Aug. 7, 1942.
11 West 42nd. St.
New York, N.Y.
First printing Sept. 1942
Second printing Doe. 1942
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