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J. Walrath. Our thanks to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art for a sheaf of photographs.-PAUL KRLLOC, a
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Two Peoples--One Friendship
A Foreword by HENRY A. WALLACE
Vice-President, United States o[ America

OF ALL NATIONS, RussIA HAS THE MOST POVc-ERFUL COMBINA-

it is just as important to the people of the United States

tion of a rapidly increasing population, great natural

to interest ourselves in them as in Latin America. Of

resources, and immediate expansion in technological

course we shall cooperate with England and Western

skills. Siberia and China will furnish the greatest frontier

Europe. That is taken for granted, but the most impor-

of tomorrow. It is quite possible that the next generation
will see as much American trade moving across the
to Europe.

tant growing points of the world for the next century
will be Asia, Russia, and Latin America. We would be
false to ourselves if we did not recognize this and act
accordingly, so that we may have peace for our children

The Americans and Russians are both frontier peoples.
Both are continental peoples, with imagination and faith

and not a succession of bloody wars.
I have every reason to believe that Russia is the natural

in the future. We have conquered our frontier but we are

friend of the Americas in the years immediately ahead.

Pacific to Asia as has formerly moved across the Atlantic

close enough to it to appreciate the spirit in which the
Russians are developing Siberia.
When Molotov was in Washington in the spring of
1942 I spoke to him about the combined highway and
airway which I hope some day will link Chicago and

"'

.......

l

Moscow via Canada, Alaska and Siberia. Molotov, after

observing that no one nation oould do this job by itself, said
that he and I would live to see the day of its accomplishment. It would mean much to the peace of the future if

there could be some tangible link of this sort between the
pioneer spirit of our own West and the frontier spirit of
the Russian East.
ASIA IS ON THE MOVE. ASIA DISTRUSTS EuRow BECAUSe- oF

its "superiority complex." We must give Asia reason to
trust us. We must demonstrate to Russia and China, in
particular, that we have faith in the future of the Common Man in those two countries. We can be helpful to

both China and Russia and in being helpful can be helpful
to ourselves and to our children. In planning our rela-

tionships today with Russia and China, we must think
of the world situation as it will be forty years hence. The
Russian population will be 250,000,000, and Russia and
Asia together will represent more than half the populaCourtesy Embassy of the USSR

THE SOVIET ICEBREAKER -j. STALIN" IN THE GREENLAND SEA

!

tion of the whole world.
We must never allow ourselves to be put in a position
which is antagonistic to Russia and Asia. For this reason,

t
Courtesy Educational Alliance, New York

HENRY A. WALLACE
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I. THROUGH AMERICAN EYES--THROUGH AMERICAN DEEDS

Meet the Russian People
From Revolutionists a quarter century ago -- to Pioneers on a continental scale.
How like us they are in their sins and shortcomings, their virtues and their valor.

ALBERT RHYS WILLIAMS
IN THIS WAR, RussIA HAS GIVEN AMERI-

cans many surprises: The ceaseless flow of
cannon, tanks and planes to the front; the
quality of their performance; the skill and
strategy of her young generals. The greatest
surprise is the stamina and fighting spirit
of her people--in the words of Secretary
Hull, "the epic quality of their patriotic
fervor."

The people are the real "secret weapon"
of Russia. In them is the key to everything else. No one understood this better
than Lenin, adjuring his comrades to remember that: "Among the masses we are
but a drop in the ocean and we can govern
only if we adequately express their ideas
and feelings." By every means he sought
to find out what these were. Once in
the Kremlin, I was waiting to see him

along with several high placed diplomats
and officials. From inside his office came
the muffled rumble of conversation, while
we waited a half hour cooling our heels.
This was very unusual as Lenin was
punctual in his appointments. What important personage could be keeping him
so long? At last the door opened, and
out of it emerged--not the high 'dignitary
we had imagined--but a bearded peasant in
shaggy sheepskin coat and bast sandals.
"Excuse me, gentlemen, for detaining
you," said Lenin, and when I entered his
office he exclaimed, "That was a real
muzhik from Tambov. I wanted to get
his ideas on conscription, electrification,
the payment of the Tsar's debts. And
what good ideasl Molodets. Clever fellows
our, muzhiksl"

Like Lincoln's "Plain People"
LENIN'S FAITH IN THE WISDOM AND POWER

of the common people has been shared by
all the great Russian leaders. Thus Tolstoy
bade the intelligentsia sit at the feet of
the peasants and learn from them. And
Stalin declares, "Leaders come and go,
governments rise and fall; only the people
endure, only the people are eternal."
"If you really want to understand
Russia," Kalinin told me twenty-five years
ago, "go to the villages--the dark and deaf
villages." The word used by the longtime president of the Soviet Union was
glookhoy, meaning faraway places into

which the sounds and ferment of the
world had not yet penetrated. Beginning
in the spring of 1917, for over two decades
I journeyed in and out of those villages
all the way from the bleak coast of Archangel, down the Volga, and into the
mountains of the Caucasus. As an Amer-

ican, one was always sure of a heartfelt
welcome even in the farthest reaches of
the land. In 1939, I Was to find still strong
among the people the memory of the food,
clothes and medicines we sent them in
the greÿit famine of 1921. Just as Americans twenty-five or fifty years hence will
be shown their appreciation in countless
ways of the aid we are giving them today.
Likewise, one shares in the prestige and
admiration won by our engineers in Russia
for their highly efficient services and democratic ways. Instead of sitting in a swivel
chair and telling the Russian workers what
to do, they slipped on greasy overalls, went
down into mine pit or firebox and helped
them to do it. As a result, the Russians
have come to look upon almost any Ameri-

great redeeming quality is this humanism.
It is manifest in their abounding hospitality.--In their feeling of pity and compassion-the peasant word for criminals is
simply "the unfortunate ones," nechastniky.
--In the spirit of understanding and forgiveness that runs through all Russian
literature.--In the eagerness with which

Red Army men shared with the first German prisoners their last food and tobacco.
Avid for life, the Russians desire it likewise for others, for all men. In this spirit
they began their revolution, inscribing on
the first wooden monuments to those who
fell in its defense:
AGAINST RICHES, KNOWLEDGE AND
POWER FOR THE FEW, YOU FOUGHT A
GOOD FIGHT, AND WITH GLORY YOU DIED
IN ORDER THAT POWER, RICHES, AND
KNOWLEDGE SHOULD BECOME UNIVERSAL.

a decrepit pump or broken down tractor
confidently expecting me to fix it.
My first impression of the Russians-and one that has deepened over the years
--is how like Americans they are in cer-

Thus their revolution was to bring salvation not to themselves alone, but to the
whole world. That's why the Comintern
(Third International), as one of its instruments, evoked so deep a response in the
people. In their first outburst of enthusiasm they even christened their children
Comintern and Cominterna, or after its
spiritual fathers, Marx, Lenin, Engels.
Twenty years ago, I was a godfather
at one of these ceremonies in the village
of Dikanka. Into a crowded hall, festooned
with red banners, the parents proudly car-

tain aspects of character and temperament,

ried their little girl baby. The local soviet

in their sense of humor, even in their sins
and shortcomings. And it seems to me
--as like conditions produce like people-they will become increasingly more so

president congratulated them that their
child was growing up in the new era
of light and brotherhood, now dawning
throughout the world. Symbol of this was
a cake of soap presented to the parents

can or Canadian as a mechanical wizard--

an understudy of Ford or Edison. That
was a bit embarrassing when on my ar-

rival in a village they would bring forth

as time goes on.

Evidence in point of this likeness is that

with the admonition to bathe the baby

when Americans and Russians come to-

every week. Next a huge volume of Karl
Marx that "with her young teeth she
should early learn to gnaw the hard
granite of social science." Finally to the
strains of The Internationale, the squirming, loudly protesting infant was thrust
into my arms for her christening. The
name she was to bear was Profinterna,
which means Trade Union International.
In the years following came the historic

gether almost always they have a liking
for each other.
Humanism--and a Christening
To AMERICANS, "THE MOST INGRATIATING

quality of the Russians is ÿtheir greatheartedness, their impulsive good nature,
their humanism. No one more caustically
depicted the crimes and cruelties of the
Russians than Gorky, but to him, as to
a host of others who know them best,
from Tolstoy to Sir Bernard Pares, their

feated by Stalin, the advocate of concentrating on the building of socialism in Russia.
Soon after came a letter from Dikanka telling me how little Trade- Union- International was now a big and flourishing girl.
But with my approval, her name was now
to be changed to the old fashioned Russian

one of Nadezhda (Hope).
In this is a parable of the changes in
Russia, reflected this past year in the belated dissolution of the Comintern. If the
upsurge of nationalism means that the
world outlook of the Russians is now replaced by a narrow, rampant patriotism
there would be small cause for rejoicing.
Fortunately the feeling of solidarity, for
the unity of all mankind, is deeply implanted in the Russians.
World Communism may be in the discard, but not the idea of a world community.
That is why the project for some international organization, some association
of nations for an enduring peace, finds
staunch support in all the Russian peoples.
To it they can contribute not merely some
mystic feeling of brotherhood--though
that in itself is not to be scoffed at. They
can bring to this project for all mankind
the results of valuable experience in many

gymnastics and sports; by laws protecting
them from the ravages of uncurbed industrialism, and by the practical elimination of such scourges as cholera, typhus
and smallpox.
Otherwise they would have been unable
to endure the ordeals of this war, and
before that the furious tempo of the FiveYear Plans. "Into a decade," says the
London Economist, "the Russians telescoped the industrial progress which in
most other countries has taken genera-

make iron, we went on iron rations." "To

put belts on machines, we tightened our
own belts."
In wartime, average Americans are en-

joying a life of luxury compared with
what the Russians had in peacetime. Of
course it is nonsense to say that there had
been no rise in their standard of living.
But that was in no wise commensurate to

the sacrifices and exertions they put into

woman in the fields give birth to a child
and an hour later go on with the harvesting.

GIANT

PLANTS

GIVE

THE

RUSSIAN

Rich as were her resources, Old Russia
• had almost the lowest yield per acre; imported most of its machines from abroad.
Hence a certain self-depreciation before foreigners in Tsarist days--especially toward
Americans, masters and creators of machines.

"The only machine we ever invented,"
the Old Russians would say deprecatingly,
"is the samovar." So persistent was this be-

moaning of their backwardness, that an
American remarked, "If only these Russians
would quit being so sorry for themselves!"
They certainly are no longer. Humility
has given way to a great national pride.
And not without reason for they know now
they can build with the best, everything
from precision instruments to mammoth
planes and caterpillar tanks. The story of

the long up hill climb is dramatized in

--Special editor of this number who has
spent half of the last twenty-five years
close to Russian soil, bringing poise and
insight to his interpretation of Soviet

charts and graphs which assail the eye from
every side. Starting from a scant thousand in 1913, the red line on the graph
for machine tools thus rose to 48,000 by
1940. That on the graph for electric output
shot up from 2,000,000,000 kilowatts to
over 50,000,000,000.
The Russian passion for such diagrams,
which is so perplexing to the foreigner, is
wholly natural. Watching the red lines
climbing to high peaks from the low production level of the past, their pride and joy
climb with them. The lines represent the
triumph of the national will over tremendous obstacles. Soviet Russia had to start
from scratch, proceeding by trial and error
in a war wracked, impoverished land. No
trained personnel; no credits from abroad;
the ridicule of skeptics who dismissed their
first Five-Year Plan as a "statisticians'
fantasy" merely a "blueprint of the millen-

evolution.

nium."

SINCE 1917, THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY

bread slung on his back. I have seen a

THEIR

HIGH ACHIEVEMENT.

Welding Force of Industrialization

take off for a fifty mile trek into the
wilderness with only a big loaf of black

I,

They were to pay for this in almost incredible hardships and in suffering. "To

union.

sons and daughters of peasants. That is
the cardinal fact to keep in mind about
the 193,000,000 people of the USSR. Stemming directly from the soil or a scant
generation removed from it, they are a
hardy, robust, virile, strong nerved stock.
I have seen a woodsman, light of heart,

Here are four:

PEOPLE THE QUICKENING CONSCIOUSNESS OF

fields. They have become skilled in the

Bren guns--are for the most part the

the fighting spirit and fury with which
they defend them.
Where then are the clues to be found?

tions."

technique of administrating vast areas.
They have abolished unemployment and
put into effect an extensive system of
social security. They have satisfied the
interests and aspirations of the most diverse peoples and races while holding
them together in political and economic

has been transformed by a grid of giant
industries. Half a million tractors were
loosed on the land, a hundred new towns
and cities rose in virgin forests and on
the steppes. But the people who live in
these new cities, drive the new tractors and
new tanks, operate the machines and the

the steel mills, smelters, blast furnaces and
power plants, which have risen all over
the Russian land. Clearly, the zeal with
which they built them is not to be explained in material terms alone, nor are

ALBERT RHYS WILLIAMS

Back in 1918, an early pamphlet of
his, "The Questions and Answers," ran
into two million copies and was translated into twelve languages.
Ohio born, graduate of Marietta College and Hartford Theological Semin-

ary, fellow at Cambridge (England),
and Marburg (Germany), the titles of
Mr. Williams' books register his major
findings: "In the Claws of the German

But the Russians went ahead in face of
suffering, translating the fantasy and the
blueprint into reality.
It was a gruelling struggle, but people
cherish not less but more what they put
their whole being into. Pointing to a big
plant rising above the river near the village

of Saburova (in which I long sojourned)

Eagle" (1918); "Lenin: The Man and
His Work" (1919); "Through the Rus-

an old peasant exclaimed, "How we dug
and sweat and froze for that old devilI
But we built it and it is ours." To the
sense of achievement was added the sense

sian Revolution" (1922); "The Russian

of possession.

Land" (1927); "The Soviets" (1937);

conflict in which Leon Trotsky, the fiery

As the people moved into the cities and
factories, their original heritage of physical

advocate of carrying communism to the
world by international revolution, was de-

stamina and vigor has been conserved, per-

"The Russians: the Land, the People

haps increased, by mass participation in

For ownership of all these mills and factories is vested in the municipality, the co-

and Why They Fight" (1943).

operative or the state.

II.
THEIR

FARFLUNG

ENTERPRISES

GIVE

THE

of caste or race will keep them from the

the verb "to be" in its future tense. Th,

highest posts, with manifold opportunities

family in a dingy, crowded room will tel;

to fit themselves therefor. All these incen-

about their spacious apartment when the
town gets its share of new housing. The
member of a poor, struggling collective
farm will draw a glowing forecast of fat
herds and bumper crops that will cover the

RUSSIAN PEOPLE MYRIAD OPPORTUNITIES FOR

tives apply not only to the highly placed

SELF-EXPRESSION AND ADVANCEMENT.

and the intelligentsia but to the rank and
file at their more prosaic tasks in office,
farm and factory.

In opening up the Eurasian continent
countless positions were created in agriculture, industry, science, the arts and profes-

sions. Often these were filled by workers
trained and educated under the old regime,
for, contrary to Wendell Willkie and general opinion, the upper and middle classes
did not all perish in the Revolution or run
away from it. In the Red Army of twentyfive years ago, were some 30,000 officers
from the Tsar's army.
And there were thousands like Pavlov.
and Gorky, who first cooperated halfheartedly and then whole-heartedly with
the new Soviet regime.
Had their numbers been ten times great-

er, they could not have filled all the jobs
and positions opened by the huge and constantly expanding economy. Into them
stepped men direct from farms and forges
to the factories. At first it was a half-trained
personnel rushed through short, makeshift
emergency courses. Today it is a force, com-

petent and well-trained in a great grid of
technicums, institutes and the new labor
reserve schools set up since the war. These
are much like American schools and each
of their seven million students is sure a
job--ten jobs--will be waiting for him
upon graduation.
From them in steady procession the sons
and daughters of the peasants--sometimes
the peasants themselves--are moving up
into places of responsibility and power.
Go to any village and one hears complaints aplenty about low wages, high
prices, the lack of things. Then ask these
complainants about their children and see
their eyes light up as they eag.erly tell you:
"Pavel is commander of an air squadron,"

"Nikolai is director of a factory in Samarkand," "Vladimir is a chemist," "Mashenka
is studying to be a doctor in Moscow."
Hearing the same tale repeated in any village one chances on from the Arctic to the
Caucasus, calls to mind Carlyle's remark
concerning:

"The staircase of history resounding to
the noise of the wooden shoe of the peasant

IlL
INDUSTRIALIZATION HAS NOT ONLY CHANGED
THE

FACE OF

THE RUSSIAN

LAND

BUT

THE

ATTITUDE AND OUTLOOK OF THE PEOPLE.

Gone forever is the old muzhik, cap in
hand, bowing low before the landlord. In
his place is rising a new type standing erect
and, as the Russians say, looking you "not
in the eyebrows but straight in the eye."
They are more alert and aggressive, selfreliant, confident in their powers.
One factor in the making of these new
Soviet citizens is the sense of release from
old disabilities and restraints. This is reflected in a letter I received from Vassily,
a former Mordvinian landless laborer:

"In the old days when I asked the kulak
for a day's work, I would kneel down and
often get only a kick. If he lent one pood
of grain, I had to pay back two. We were
the blackbone and didn't dare open our
mouths to the whitebone. Now we can
talk back to anyone and go anywhere."
Another factor is the schools in which
some 50,000,000 once illiterate Vassilys have
learned to read and write. Another, the
70,000 local soviets, cooperatives and unions

in which yearly millions of Vassilys are
learning how to rule themselves by ruling.
Other political, cultural, and social institutions play their parts in molding and reeducating the people, but through it all
the most fundamental factor is industrialization and its concomitants -- the collective
farms and tractors, science, the new tech-

niques. These largely have broken the hold
of the past on the people, releasing them

from feeling the futility of effort and that
paralyzing fatalism with which the peasants especially were sorely afflicted.

commissars and executives, the engineers,

technicians, architects, journalists, physicians. True, their incomes are usually far
less than those in corresponding positions
with us. But they have other compensations.

Among their incentives to exert themselves to the utmost is the knowledge that
the profit from their labors does not go into
private pockets but into the public pool for
the benefit of all. Others are the awards
and decorations bestowed for signal and
faithful service--from the orders of Lenin
or of Victory, to Hero of Socialist Labor.
There is, also, assurance that no barriers

"As things are, so they needs must be."

Today the people of the USSR know

fields.

they need not be. Over the malaria-breed-

Prosperity ever lies just around the corner
of the next Five-Year Plan. Tell almost
any Soviet citizen that for all its achieve-

ing marshes sweep the sanitary planes, destroying with clouds of chemicals the larvae
of mosquitoes and locusts. Across the fields
the big harvester reaps in a day more than
the whole family--toiling with sickles from
before dawn till after dark--could garner
in a month. Along the rivers rise the big
power dams, impounding the waters that
once flooded the fields.
No longer peasants at the mercy of blind
inscrutable forces, the Soviet people know
they can control the elements and make

ments Russia is still, in this field or that,
behind the countries of the West--and if
you can get him to admit it, the reply
will be, "Give us another ten or twenty
years ....

Little evidence of the good society of
plenty and freedom today in our war torn
world--or in RussiaT But in its ultimate
coming Russians firmly believe. It is this
conviction that kept them going through
dark days of bitter disappointments, setbacks, defeats, betrayals. And it sustains
them today as they face widespread desolation in their land. "Out of the rubble and
ashes of our cities," says the Soviet frontline writer Ehrenburg, "we shall build
fairer ones and fill them with fuller, richer

them do their bidding. What they have
already done is an earnest of much greater things they will do. Stalin's charge that
"There are no citadels that cannot be
taken," voices their high faith and confidence in themselves and in their future.

Sovfoto

Hauling American lend-lease supplies for Soviet military use by the Iranian railway,
the American sergeant, lelt, and the two Russians are friends both at work and in
moments of relaxation. The German-made locomotive behind them now serves the Allies."

life .... "

A Case in Point
ARRIVING LATE ONE NIGHT, TWENTY YEARS

ago, in a remote Archangel village, I sought
refuge from the drizzling rain and mosquitoes in a peasant's home. My host lifted
his ten-year-old daughter out of the one bed
in the house. I noticed she was scratching
her face as he motioned me to her place.
Soon after dawn I woke to find her nearby,

still scratching. I asked the little girl what
the trouble was.
"Smallpox," she answered in matter of
fact Russian. "That's why I was sleeping
in the bed. Black smallpox!"
No one ever got out onto the floor faster
than I. It seemed that smallpox was epi-

demic in the village; fifteen had already

LIKENESS AND LIKING
IS THERE ANYTHING FAMILIAR ABOUT

these Soviet traits and beliefs? Confidence
in one's country, its achievements, its fu-

ture. The feeling that here is a Land of
Opportunity. A self-reliant people, energetic, courageous, ready to sacrifice for their
children. Are not these the hallmarks of
Americans?
Out of closer contacts in this war, we are

discovering that in spite of external differences, Russians are in many ways like our-

selves. In history, geography, industry--and
consequently in the characteristics of the
people--there are striking parallels and resemblances between America and Russia.

The Cult of Bigness

Even so, there is no getting away from
the superlative in Soviet Russia. As the
biggest country in the world it has the biggest army, the largest budget, the longest
rail and river routes. In Moscow are foun-

dations for the tallest building on earth; on
the Volga, for the most powerful electric plant. Constant dealing with colossal
projects and well nigh astronomical figures
gives scope and reach to the imagination.
It begets in Russians, as in Americans, a
receptiveness to big ideas no less than enterprises, a readiness to welcome bigger ones.
BOTH PEOPLES ARE MULTINATIONAL. THE

Soviet Union is a vast mosaic of races and
peoples ranging from hunting tribes like
the Chukchi to the Georgians, Christianized in the third century. In complete reversal of Tsarist policy of forcible Russification, the Soviets assured to each people

died of it; the nearest doctor was fifty versts
away. There was no point in being outraged at my big host who in abounding

population and resources, which in turn im-

IN THE NEW INDUSTRIES AND TECHNIQUES

hospitality had given me his only bed.

look. Both people talk big, plan big, do

THE RUSSIANS SEE THE FOUNDATION OF A FU-

Neither he nor the other villagers could understand my agitation. They were deeply
interested in me as a man from America,
but not at all as a man who had just slept
in a smallpox bed. Most of them had been
doing that for a month. They shook their
heads skeptically when I sought to expound
the germ theory, advancing against it their
own way of thinking. To each man his
predestined lot, and no escaping it. It's
Fate that metes out good or evil, life, death,
and smallpox.
"What is to be, will be," expounded an
old muzhik. "It gets you or it passes you
by. You die or you don't!"
Incontrovertible but distressing doctrine.
In it the peasants were cox/firmed by a
church teaching resignation and submission
to one's lot. More tragic than the pestilences

big things. To North America the new
Russia instinctively turned for guidance in
large scale farming, building construction
and the techniques of mass production.
At the outset the Russians acted on the
principle that the biggest must perforce be
the best. If astronomers asked funds for a
100-inch telescope lens, why not a 300-inch
one? If farms of a thousand acres were
good, why not fifty or a hundred thousand?
So they threw together vast acreages, with

outward symbol the name of the country
became the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, composed now of 16 constituent
states of which the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic is just one.
Since all have emerged from the same
process of education and industrialization
with very similar characteristics, the qualities ascribed to "the Russian people" in
this article apply largely to all the others.
Certainly they are all animated by de-

radio stations and airplanes to serve them.

votion to the common cause. In defense of

IV.

TURE OF PLENTY AND FREEDOM.

ascending."

Out of the villages have come most of
the young generals of the Red Army; from
the plow or the work bench most of the

and famines that decimated the villages,
than their ignorance, miseries, poverty and
back-breaking labor, was this passive acceptance of these ills--the feeling that they
could do little or nothing to remedy them.

In the midst of a two hour report filled
with endless statistics about blast furnaces,
coal, oil, and metals, Molotov, when president of the Council of People's Commissars, paused to explain what it was all
about: "That on this foundation we may
build an abode for humanity--a spacious

abode filled with light and sunshine."
Only occasionally do Soviet leaders indulge
in such visions of the future. Unlike the
orators of the French Revolution, they are
not given to panegyrics about the dawn of
liberty, equality, fraternity. And like leaders, like people.
Nevertheless, the idea of a good society
is a very animating force in their lives-so much so that foreigners are a bit nonplussed when Russians constantly conjugate

BOTH COUNTRIES ARE LARGE IN AREA,
parts a certain largeness of mind and out-

Finding, in time, no virtue in sheer size
the giant farms were cut into smaller units.
They found, too, that for certain lines of
production small shops were more efficient
than huge factories. Like Americans they
came to turn against megalopolis -- the

piling up of people in big cities.

its own language, arts and culture. As an

Moscow and Stalingrad the soldiers from

far away Kirghizia and Uzbekistan fought
as furiously as the Russians themselves.
To the other prerogatives of the sixteen
constituent republics was added this February the right of each to raise its own
army and direct its foreign affairs. This
move had been interpreted variously as

a reward for loyalty; as a step in the evolution toward decentralization and more
democracy; as a device to obtain greater
representation at the peace table; as an assurance to any neighboring country that in
joining the Soviet Union it may preserve a
large measure of autonomy. In any ease
it testifies to Moscow's confidence in the
units and solidarity of its many republics.
Yankee Inventors Under the Skin
BOTH PEOPLES ARE MACHINE-MINDED. As

"'Wooden Russia" passed into the age of
steel, electricity and plastics, the people
thronged from steppes and villages into the
30,000 new mills and factories. At the same
time 7,000 machine-tractor stations- huge
shops filled with cranes, triphammers, power lathes--moved out into the villages. The
training of the personnel to operate these

machines took a frightful toll of spoilage
and breakage to the distress of the Americans serving as guides and instructors. The
Soviets chose to treat these as "growing
pains" in technical education of the masses l
In drawing up the final plans for the
great Dnieper dam, Stalin asked the chief
engineer, Colonel Hugh L. Cooper, if he
was quite satisfied with them. "Frankly,"
said Cooper, "I would like more American
engineers and technicians on the job."
"Frankly," rejoined Stalin, "we don't."
"Why not?" asked Cooper. "With more
I could do a quicker, cheaper job."
"Agreed," responded Stalin. "With our
own raw inexperienced workers the dam
may cost us fifty or a hundred million more.
But poor as we are, we are ready to pay the
price. For our purpose, Colonel Cooper,

isn't just to build a dam but to make it
serve as a school for the training of our
own workers to go out and build others."

Photos from Sovtoto

Whole families parade in festive mood in a pre-war celebration on an anniversary of the Revolution

And so it was. The huge steel and concrete structure is dynamited and in ruins
but in the people now reside the knowledge

and skill to rebuild it and to erect still
bigger ones. In the course of a generation,
20,000,000 Russian nomads and peasants
were transformed into mechanics, engineers,
welders, tank drivers, gunners, pilots, bombardiers. And good ones, too, as the Ger-

mans who have felt their impact will attest.
So enthusiastically did the Russians
plump for the new wonder-working machines and techniques that they named their

minds that image of the peasant--a clumsy,
oxlike, shambling, dull-witted creature--derived from Edwin Markham's "Man with
a Hoe." Primitive as were the 300,000 Russian villages, crude as were their implements, they possessed a genuine culture.

Think of the dexterity involved in building (with hardly anything more than an
axe) a tight, winter proof house decorated
in scroll work along eaves and windows!
Out of the "cottage industries" come artisans who sometimes are artists. Entire

villages engage winter long in the making

children after them -- Tractora, Dynamo,

of laces, samovars, sleds, wagons, musical

Electricita, Radium. So great has been their
obsession that, as Harold Ware who brought
the first American tractors observed, "Like
us, a Russian will spend a week trying to
devise a machine to do some job that could
be done in a day with an axe." But out of
this curiosity come machines that do the
work of a thousand axes. Into the patent
office in Moscow as into that in Washing-

instruments. These aptitudes especially
show themselves in the lacquer and ikon-

ton pours a steady stream of new inventions.

In terms of blueprints, pistons, kilowatts,
amperes, the workers in Kharkov and Len-

ingrad have a common language with their
contemporaries in Detroit and Pittsburgh.
Unearthed Talents
THE GERMANS HAD CALLED THOSE RUSSIANS

"mechanically inept and stupid," "congenitally unfitted for industry." How then
did it come to pass that in so short a time
they became masters of the machine? To
understand this, we must erase from our

painting villages. Tillage of the soil itself
demands a cunning and craftsmanship more
exacting than city dwellers can conceive--

when the earth has to be made to yield up
its crops with plows, harrows and rakes
fashioned out of trees and saplings.
With this background it was not hard for
the Russians to acquire the new trades and
techniques of modern industry. Why should
we be surprised considering that Slavs comprise fully a third of the mechanics of
Pittsburgh, Gary and Detroit?
Urbanization, Here and Over There
BOTH PEOPLES HAVE SHARED IN THE CITY-

ward movement which in modern times is
the social counterpart of mechanization. In
the last ten years the urban population of
Russia has more than doubled, until it is
now over 60,000,000. Scores of big towns
and cities have mushroomed up around the

new industries in the East. The strain upon
Russian peasants and nomads in passing
from life in the open to the shut-in mines,
the offices and factories is far greater than
for American farm boys drawn mto our
industrial centers. While the peasant could
and did work hard in seed time and harvest, his exertions were punctuated by long
periods of rest and idleness. But modern
industry cannot run by spurts. It demands
steady sustained effort, all day long, all the
year round. Accustomed hitherto to stop
his horse to smoke or talk with a neighbor,
the novice wage earner had now to keep
pace with a never stopping conveyor. Ac-

customed to regulate his goings and comings by the sun, it irked him to punch a
time clock, or set the rhythm of home life
by the screech of a whistle.
Westerners growing up in an industrial
society take such canalization of human
habits as a matter of course, but to Rus-

sians it meant a loss of freedom far more
intimate and grievous than any impingement on civil rights. Hence there was much
absenteeism, lateness to work; high labor
turnover in the factories; reluctance to join
the ordered mechanized collective farms.
Even if they were better off, the older
peasants didn't like routine and discipline.
That these aversions and difficulties were
overcome is due to the Russians' capacity
for adaptation--their innate flexibility, versatility and realism. Like Americans, they
are quick to adjust to almost any place or
circumstance. Whether they be doctors or

engineers in some lone outpost in the Altais

Since all occasions call for flowers, thls collective farmer is sent off to the army with a bouquet

or the Arctic; or kulaks uprooted from their
farms and exiled to the forests of Archangel; or "White" emigrÿs fleeing to the big
cities of the world from Shanghai to Paris,
they soon take root in the new environment.

This mobility and facility for accommodation which made the Russians successful
colonizers in the past, now stands them in
good stead in their greatest undertaking-the opening up of the immense new terrain to the East--beyond the Urals.
Frontiersmen, a Century Apart
BOTH ARE PIONEER PEOPLES. As AMER-

icans consolidate the conquest of our "Wild
West," Russians begin their conquest of
thrice
greater domains
the there
East and
"Wild North."
In Sovietto
Asia
are
three of the ten longest rivers in the world;
a fifth of the world's stand of timber;
colossal untapped reserves of coal, oil,
metals.
"In this now savage wilderness," ex-

claimed the Russian Lenin in 1918, "a score
of civilized states could be built up! .... In
controlling this great Heartland," proclaimed the German Haushofer, "we can
control the world!" Little meaning to that
geopolitical concept so long as this was an
untamed, almost unpeopled hinterland.
But with the First Five-Year Plan in 1929
the slow trickle of emigrants grew into a
stream. Then, with the Nazi onslaught in
1941, this stream suddenly came to flood.
There followed the most unique, if not
the greatest, migration in history. In flight

from the invading armies, millions of peasants burned their own villages, and with
their children, cattle and chattels, began
the long trek eastward. Over the rails
moved hundreds of big plants with their
workers, engineers and machines--all up-

rooted from their foundations. In less than
a year more than 20,000,000 people found
sanctuary in new homes, schools, farms and
factories beyond the Urals. And most of
them are there to stay.

Now begins in earnest the development
of this immense terrain. Unlike that of
our West it is largely planned and directed
by the government. But the tasks are essentially the same. Settlement calls for
draining swamps; blasting a way for roads
of steel and macadam through the dense
forests; dynamiting ice and timber jams on
the rivers; spanning the streams with
bridges; building boom towns, sawmills and
smelters.

Meanwhile a struggle goes on against
Baikal wolves and tigers in the Ussuri
jungles; against the deadly stinging mosquito hordes on the tundras; against steppe
fires sweeping the cattle ranges and blizzards roaring down from the Arctic. There
is wilting heat in the deserts--cold so in-

Wendell Willkie encountered in Yakutsk.
Theirs are the qualities that make the
Siberian regiments indomitable--composed
as they are of lumberjacks, miners, prospectors, and hunters with aim so accurate

that they can put a bullet through the eye
of a squirrel. Hurried to the Moscow front
at the critical moment, they hurled back
the Nazis from the gates of the capital.
But if they fight well, it is from necessity,
not inclination.
Human Equations
BOTH ARE PEACE-LOVING PEOPLES. LIKE

Americans the Russians find their deepest
satisfaction not in the conquest of their
fellowmen but of nature. While they fight
like demons, they have a loathing for war.
Utterly alien to them is the Prussian delight in militarism, the fascist exaltation of
war as a means whereby men grow great

and noble.
BOTH ARE FRIENDLY PEOPLES, GIVEN TO

men and women like our early pathfinders

hospitality. Peasants will often spend their
last kopeck feasting a guest, even though
they must live on a meager fare of black
bread and cabbage soup for weeks afterward. Travelers on the long train and boat
journeys, gathering about a samovar or
balalaika, are soon singing and talking together like lifelong friends. Even to the
foreigner--if Russians like him, and they
usually do---they will soon be telling the
story of their lives, pouring out inmost

and sod-busters -- Soviet replicas of our
Boones, Crocketts and Carsons, such as

raspashkoo.

tense that cement freezes as it pours.

In perpetual battling with the elements
the already hardy qualities of the Soviet
peoples are further toughened and tempered. Out of it emerge strong, resourceful

secrets "with souls unbuttoned"--doosha na

More Early Witnesses
STEFFENS ENIOYED MYSTERY; HIS 1919
companion, William C. Bullitt, who was to
return to Moscow fifteen years later as the
first United States Ambassador to the Soviet Republic, enjoyed a fight. Scion of an

old, rich Philadelphia family, he bad been
press secretary of the American delegation
at the Peace Conference, and eventually resigned in fiery protest against its secrecies
and compromises. Returning to America,
he fought a losing batde for the truth about
Russia as he saw it, before a Senate committee which preferred to believe, as Ambassador Francis did, that Lenin and Trotsky were hired German agents and the
Revolution a godless flash in a dirty pan.

Alongside Bullitt in those days fought
Colonel Raymond Robins, old-time friend
of President Theodore Roosevelt, who, as
head of the American Red Cross mission to
Russia, had watched the Bolsheviks take

tion. There was a group of distinguished
Englishmen, mosdy liberals, who were a
little shocked by some of what they saw,
but impressed with the stability and drive
of the regime--men like George Lansbury,

the deeply religious editor of the Labour
Party's London Herald; the skeptical Bertrand Russell and H. G. Wells and, earlier,
Philips Price of the Manchester Guardian,
and Arthur Ransome.

Among the early American visitors was
Anna Louise Strong, a Nebraska-born, Chicago-trained social worker, who had had
bitter experiences as director of social welfare exhibits in many American cities and
had turned with eager passion to the labor
movement in Seattle and seen it crushed in
lies. She seemed to see the doors to the future opening in Soviet Russia, and became
one of its most consistently friendly inter-

firsthand, and then to Russia, where he
speedily made an international reputation
as one of the greatest and most original of
the foreign correspondents between the two
World Wars.
Duranty, like Jack Reed, became a legen-

Lenin and Trotsky, recognized their ability
and integrity, and returned to the United
States with a trunkful of documents that
went contrary to the current legends. Like
William Boyce Thompson, the big businessman who had preceded Robins as head of
the Red Cross mission, he was almost read
out of the Republican Party for reporting
what he had seen. But the book--"RussianAmerican Relations, March 1917-March
1920"--which a committee of the League
of Free Nations Association assembled
largely from his materials, gave sober minds
new insights.
This was the forerunner of the long series
of research reports of its successor, the
present day Foreign Policy Association.
Albert Rhys Williams, a graduate in theology who had become a newspaperman
with a taste for adventure, had also been

dary character while still alive (Duranty
is still very much alive); and he contributed

Key," published early in 1943.

as Reed mounted the train for Kharkov,
"But what are you going to do there?"
"Put joy into the people," Reed answered;
he was going to carry news of the Revolution in Petrograd and Moscow. Williams,
returning to the United States, spoke everywhere, trying to overcome the prejudice of
people who made up their minds about
Lenin without seeing him. But Williams
was a slower writer; his "Through the Russian Revohtion" did not appear uritil 1922,
by which time it had to compete with a
dozen other interpretations by later comers.
In that as in his later books, Williams
stoutly insisted that the Revolution was a
mighty historical tide, transcending any individual, even Lenin, and that it was as
htile to bid it halt as for Canute to command the sea. It was more than a decade
before his view was to gain acceptance.
Meanwhile more and more visitors were
penetrating behind the cordon of silence
that seemed to enclose the Russian Revoh-

International Pubhshers

JOHN REED
The American buried beneath the
Kremlin wall. His "Ten Days That

Shook the World" (1919) was an
authentic picture of the Bolshevik
Revolution

preters. "I Change Worlds," she called her
autobiography when she wrote it in 1935;
her title indicating an ever-glowing faith.
In those early days, news from Russia
seemed to settle into one of two categories.
The daily newspapers, gathering their news
largely from embittered exiles, denounced
rather than reported; more friendly interpreters found their audience likely to be
limited to the readers of the "little" magazines; and sometimes their reaction to widespread prejudice and lies led them to lose
their own critical balance. When active
campaigns for armed intervention against
Russia were still under way--and active intervention did not end until the spring of
1921--responsible reporters feared misinterpretation and misuse of even the mildest
criticism.
It was a period of wild hates, and also

of wildly high hopes.

Nobody ever was quite sure just where
Duranty "stood." Unlike most of the early
writers about the Soviet land, he never felt
any moral compulsion to declare himself
for or agaÿ. He knew that he was reporting one of the greatest stories of all history; he was delighted to be on the spot, fascinated by the color of his characters, and
utterly amoral in his approach. He had
been a writer of short stories, and he wrote
contemporary history as short stories, sometimes as great short stories. It has been the
world's loss that he, with all his background
and sense of color, has not been in Russia
to report this war. He published a
"quickie," accurately expressing faith in the
Red Army, soon after the German invasion,
but when a reviewer expressed the hope
that he would soon return to his old post,

he replied from Hollywood that he knew
dreary Kuibyshev, and preferred West Los
Angeles.
Another of the great reporters who covered Russia for almost two decades, though
Lever, until this war, for a daily newspaper,
was Maurice Hindus. He was born in a
mud-sunk, old-style Russian village, and
came to a New York State farm in his
teens. Memories of boyhood miseries gave
perspective to all his later writing. He
never tried to interview Stalin or send a
questionnaire to a commissar; Hindus went
home to his native village, walked through
the countryside, and talked to old-timers
about changing times. "Broken Earth"

'i
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Soviet Union" (1937) interested still other
circles. Vilhjalmur Stefansson's professional
respect for the Soviet Arctic explorers impressed scientists who had learned to trust
Stefansson's judgments. Oliver Sayler,
Henry W. L. Dana, and others reported
on the effiorescence of the Soviet theater,
and the Soviet movies spoke eloquently for
themselves. Sherwood Eddy, well known
in religious circles, was a pioneer in leading
study groups to Soviet Russia year after
year.

Simon & betlaster

WALTER DURANTY
His brilliant articles for The New
York Times from Russia in the
Twenties gave him international fame

to the legend in 1935 in his characteristically
titled book, "I Write as I Please," which
is written in prose as strong as Hemingway's; and in a somewhat mysteriously
semi-autobiographical novel, "Search for

in Moscow in 1917; indeed he accompanied

grad. It was Williams who asked Jack Reed

BUT THE AMERICAN PRESS AT LENGTH BE-

gan sending more or less permanent and responsible correspondents to Moscow, instead
of the headline sensationalists (their very
names now forgotten) who had earlier gone
seeking flashy "exposures." Young William
Henry Chamberlin went, full of romantic
ideals, for the Christian Science Monitor;
serious minded Louis Fischer went over for
the New Yorl( Evening Post and The Nation, and for close to two decades his articles gave the most authoritative interpretations of the convolutions of Soviet policy
to appear in the American press. Walter
Duranty, brilliant, debonair Englishman
who found himself increasingly uncomfortable chained to a desk as second man in
The New York Times Paris bureau, was
semi-exiled first to the Baltic, where he saw
the gruesomeness of counter-revolution at

power and hold power; he had talked with

John Reed, Reed's wife, Louise Bryant
(who later became the second Mrs. Bullitt),
and Bessie Beatty, a young newspaperwoman who in 1917 had not yet begun to
dream of a hture career in radio, in walking the bloody streets of revolutionary Petro-

liams, a distinguished American psychiatrist, visited Russia and returned with an
amazing report that the young revolutionaries did not seem as subject to nervous
breakdowns as young Americans. "Red
Medicine," by John A. Kingsbury and Sir
Arthur Newsholme (1933), and later, Dr.
Henry Sigerist's "Socialized Medicine in the

From Denunciation to Reporting

the farms with the same warm, intimate
sense of little people's lives. He speaks Russian as a native, as a peasant, and he writes

in terms that an American farmer readily
understands. And he has, in his more emotional way, something of Duranty's ability
to bypass moral judgments of immediate
costs and see the larger currents of history
in the making.
Discovery of a Going Concern
HE was TYPICAL OF A CHANGE IN AMER-

ican attitudes. Americans had been anything
but pragmatic in their early judgments of
Russia. Of other regimes they asked: Does
it work? Do the trains run on time? On
Russia they handed down moral verdicts,
and made predictions based on prejudice,
pro or con. Something of the apocalyptic
fervor of the early friends of Soviet lhassia
began to fade as returning travelers brought
views of continuing and dreadful poverty;
but simultÿineously something of the hysterical hate disappeared as specialists in various
fields brought back reports that Soviet Russia was a going concern, alive, changing,
building, experimenting--and achieving.
Alexander Gumberg, who in the budding
days of the Soviet regime had been Raymond Robins' secretary, and for a time
bought millions of dollars' worth of American cotton for the Soviets, in the late 1920's

Returning trade unionists wrote pro and
con, and usually awkwardly, of their own
experiences; but the most convincing report
from a worker came late, when John Scott
in 1942 wrote "Beyond the Urals." John
Scott (son of Scott Nearing, the former
professor of sociology who for a time was
a convinced communist) went to the General Electric plant in Schenectady to learn
welding instead of to college, and worked

for five years in the big Magnitogorsk steel
plant in the Urals. He saw the immense
factory rise from what had seemed hopeless mud and incompetence; he knew its
human cost, but he also knew, and reported
on, its ultimate efficiency.
The veteran English sociologists, Sidney
and Beatrice Webb, known in conventional

English circles as Lord and Lady Passfield,
visited Russia in 1935 and the next year
sealed their favorable judgment in the two
massive volumes of "Soviet Communism, a
New Civilization?" Hewlett Johnson, dean
of Canterbury, reporting on "Soviet Power"
in 1940, was even more enthusiastic but perhaps less impressive.

SOME EARLY ENTHUSIASTS HAD FOUND THE

tive farm policy of the early 1930's spelled

dam, blown up once by the Russians and
once by the Germans in the present war,
interested new circles. John D. Littlepage,
strictly as an engineer in "In Search of
Soviet Gold," of which Demaree Bess was
co-author (1938). Dr. Frankwood E. Wil-

A Period of Doubtnand After

William Henry Chamberlin's early enthusiasm also cooled; to him the collec-

of the building of the huge Dneprostroy

one of the returning engineers, wrote

By that time the Russian trials were
puzzling many who had long watched the
Soviet experiment favorably. Even veteran sympathizers like Louis Fischer and
Maurice Hindus for a ,time were silent.
Many who had watched Russia with eager,
curious eyes decided that Moscow was a
long way off.
Books on Russia almost ceased to sell-until the misunderstood pact with Germany
released a new tide of denunciation unmatched since 1917-19.

ture.

led a strange assortment of bankers, busi-

(1926) recorded his first return; and his

Educated in the USA, this Russianburn author has made frequent visits
to the USSR to report changing times

later stages of the Revolution more than
they could stomach. Eugene Lyons, who
had served the Soviet news bureau in New
York, went to Russia for the United Press
in the early 1930's; his first book, "Moscow
Carrousel," published in 1935, was ambiguous in its attitude; but in 1939, in "Assignment in Utopia," he expressed bitter disillusionment and became one of the most
distinguished pessimists about Russia's fu-

nessmen, and other inquisitive folk to Russia, and interested Dwight W. Morrow in
the new regime. Colonel Cooper's reports

subsequent books, from "Red Bread" (1931)
to "Mother Russia" (1943), interpreted the
five-year plans and the collectivization of

Doubleday, Doraa.

MAURICE HINDUS

An early interpretation of Lenin's
Russia was this Survey special in
1923 for which Savel Zimand was
both explorer and editor

murder by famine for millions, and he became for a time as impassioned an opponent
as he had been an advocate. The distinguished educator, John Dewey, who in
1929 had called Russia a "new world in the
making" and seen the significance of the
Revolution as "a release of human powers
on such an unprecedented scale that it is
of incalculable significance not only for that
country but for the world," was so disturbed by the persecution of Trotsky and
the spectacle of the "purge" trials that he
headed a commission which went to Mexico
in 1937 to hear Trotsky's testimony and
publicize it to the world. Max Eastman

Liberator, had enthusiastically published

as a valuable ally tomorrow. Like the Russian section in Wendell Willkie's "One

John Reed's first Russian articles, and in

World" which followed in the spring of

ultimately not unlikely, the Russian reports
will find a readier audience here.
Thus far the most impressive printed

the 1920's had happily visited Moscow and

1943, it prepared the way for Secretary
Hull's mission to Moscow in November of

from the movies, always one of Soviet Rus-

that year.

sia's most expressive channels of communi-

who, as editor of 7he Masses and The

married the sister of a commissar, denounced regimentation of artists and writers in his book "Artists in Uniform" in

1934. He fierily translated and championed
Trotsky when Trotsky was exiled and, even
after the Battle of Stalingrad, wrote in
1943 a violent denunciation of "Stalinists"
and the Soviet system for The Reader's
Digest.
There were also communist "comrades"

who turned against the party apparatus,
feeling that the pure flame of revolution
had been betrayed: among them Benjamin
Gitlow, once communist candidate for governor of New York; Fred Beal, communist
hero of the textile strike in Gastonia, N. C.,
who found the real Russia very different
from his dream. But their stories, like that
of "Jan Valtin," belong rather to the history
of the now defunct Third International than
to the record of interpretations of Russia.
So, too, perhaps, do the many books and
articles by the faithful comrades who from
the beginning unfalteringly hailed everything in Russia as super-right.
None of the voluminous literature reporting, interpreting, denouncing, or defending
the great Soviet trials of the pre-war years

The Revelation of the Red Army
THE RUSSIAN WAR ITSELF HAS BEEN MORE

impressive than any of the reports of it.

The bald figures of men killed, the immense mileage shown on the newspaper
maps, the magnificent fortitude of the long
retreat, the unrelenting struggle that culminated in one of the most decisive Allied
victories of the war, at Stalingrad, and the
sanguinary successes of the subsequent offensives, have been the daily meat of newspaper headlines, and have far outshone any
of the efforts of writers to "report" them.
American reporters have seen relatively little
of the Russian front, and none of the great
reporting of the war has as yet come from
that sector; most of the translated reports
from the Soviet press were pitched on too
heroic a scale for American taste. If that
be typical, the normal American reaction
has been, the Russians should long ago have
been at the gates of Berlin. Perhaps now
that such a consummation begins to seem

document from the Russian front--apart

cation-is Boris Voyetekhov's history of
the "Last Days of Sevastopol." Possibly the
best novel of this Russian war, so far, was
written by an asthmatic Oklahoman, living
in Arizona, who has never been out of the
United States, Paul Hughes's "Retreat from
Rostov"! It has its absurdities, but it also
has its fortes: it senses the human drama
of the guerrilla war.
Out of the epic facts of the Russian war,
however, has grown, or at least is growing,
a new sense in America of the human qualifies developed by the Russian Revolution.
It is not a pretty fact, but it is a fact, that
no reports of Soviet factories, kindergartens,
schools, collective farms, or any of the Soviet's "social" advances have aroused a tithe
of the sympathy in America which has been
stirred by the indisputable achievements of
Russia's Red Army.
Books will be written about it for years
to come; but no critic would dare predict if
or when it will find its Tolstoy to write a
new "War and Peace."

shed much light on those still baffling phenomena. As literature, and perhaps as psychology, Arthur Koestler's novel, "Darkness
at Noon," was most distinguished. Koestler,
a former Hungarian communist now in
the British army, made the strange confessions plausible without making them credible; his book reflected in a masterly manner the conflict of loyalties in men who

A swing through Soviet Russia to check up on the receiving end
of an American adventure in spreading goods and good will.

EDWARD C. CARTER
"THE GERMANS ARE COMING[" THIS WAS

--By an American who had at his fingerthe sleepless cry of a child I met in Moscow.
Lktered in the dead of night, these words
rang out again and again, until the boy
became acclimated to his new surroundings
in the Phaina Babyshkins, located at 7 Parrovya Street, in the suburbs of Moscow.
At this home for the sons of Red Army
officers, I met a hundred tots of five, six
and seven--children whose mothers had
been bombed out of their homes, taken capfive by the Germans to Nazi labor camps,

seller in 1941-42, found in 1943 a new interpretation in a much discussed Hollywood
film. It appeared at the psychological moment, when Russia was resisting the German invasion in a manner that amazed
most experts and almost all laymen. Stalin's
temporary alliance with Germany had distressed Americans, and both interest and
faith in Russia had sagged to a new low;

hectic judgments of the trials had led many

kids rushed to throw their arms around me
and kiss my cheeks, en masse, I knew that
I stood there as a substitute for a hundred
brave Red Army fathers at the front.

Relief for the Wounded
WITHOUT GOING TO THE FRONT I FOUND

Red Army men. At the Botkin Hospital,
on the outskirts of Moscow, there were 2,500

beds filled with wounded soldiers from all
Courtesy American Russian Cultural Assoclatior

"Tass Windows" in Leningrad. These war posters, executed by outstanding cartoonists,
artists and writers, are distributed throughout the USSR by Tass, Soviet news ageno/

from the United States and familiar labeled
bottles. But I saw other evidences of the
impact of the war in Russia.

USSR in the last fourteen years gave

him extraordinary facilities last fall for

One mile from the Botkin Hospital is the

gauging the receiving end on the ground.
Massachusetts born, Harvard A.B.

Central Blood Transfusion Institute. It is
one of twenty coordinated research laboratories for the study of blood. It is also one
of 11,000 receiving centers, where Soviet
citizens donate their blood to the Red Army.
Here four hundred volunteers stand on line
daily. When I spoke to one attractive
young woman there, I found that she was
making her eighth donation.
At my surprise the head of the Institute
said, "A distinguished American friend of
yours has surpassed this record. He has
been here fifteen times." He was referring
to Colonel Philip R. Faymonville, former
head of the American supply mission in
Moscow. More amazed than I was Maior
Waldron, a member of the American Army
Medical Service in Russia, who happened
to be with me. He was Colonel Faymonville's personal doctor as well as medical
adviser on the supply mission. Though
they had worked in the same office every
day, he had no idea that Colonel Faymon-

(1900), graduate secretary of Phillips
Brooks House at Cambridge, his PanPacific encounters began as secretary of

the National YMCA of India; his wartime experience, as chief secretary of the

marched and danced as though a great
Cossack ballet maestro had been on their
teaching staff.
When I arrived, the children were all
seated at little low tables eating their lunch
of vegetables they had grown themselves.
They were eager for me to taste food
straight from their victory gardens and displayed proudly some squash, huge cucumbers, and a big Idaho potato. The seeds they
had used were part of a shipment of some
450 tons sent by Russian War Relief to start
Early Wonder peas, Detroit Red beets,
Golden Acre cabbage and Indiana spinach
in Russian soil.
I was introduced to the children as their
"American uncle" and when those little

Moscow," which, after its run as a best-

States--as president of Russian War

YMCA in Paris, 1917-19.

looked healthy and happy, playing with a

the major battles. Many of them were only
caricatures of the living, with limbless bodies

in hospitals at the front" and behind the
lines. I saw many evidences of blankets

Relief. And whose eight trips to the

The children came from the recaptured
regions. Some had lived with the guerrillas
until old-fashioned biplanes rescued them
at night. Others were literally dug out of
the ruins of their houses; they were found
so weak and shocked they could only point
mutely to the spots where their own
mothers had fallen.

Russian version of the rocking horse, a
huge panther. They wore red and gray
sweaters knit in America and sent by Russian War Relief. Eagerly they showed me
samples of their own needlework that
looked very intricate and delicate for such
small fingers.
Then
they
Russian
"songs
for me.
Tiny
assang
theygay
were,
they

have been schooled by ideology and by

tips the mobilization of aid in the United

or killed fighting with the guerrillas.

THE DAY I VISITED THEM, THE CHILDREN

events to believe that the revolutionary end
is more than worth the sacrifices, plqysical
and moral, required along the way.
No interpretation of the trials--indeed,
no book on Russia, unless perhaps it be
Reed's "Ten Days That Shook the World"
--has had a wider circulation than former
Ambassador Joseph E. Davies's "Mission to

to believe that Russia must be disorganized
and disintegrating. That an American businessman- diplomat found so much to respect in the Soviet regime seemed startling. The book was in fact little more
than an intelligent tourist's report, and the
film telescoped and distorted events in a
manner to distress historians. Yet its primary effect was the same as that of the
headlines reporting the war in Russia: it
convinced readers that this land of the
Soviets was real and human and powerful,
a valuable ally today and a market as well

Our War Relief Gets Through

Mr. Carter headed The Inquiry, an
original scheme of research, back in the
States in 1930-33. Since then have come
assignments in the Far East as long as
your arm. He has been secretary-general

of the Institute of Pacific Relations since
1933, and also a director of the China
Institute of America, the Committee on
Japanese Studies, the American Russian
Institute.
His work warrants such decorations as

stand for an Officer of the Order of the
British Empire, the French Legion of
Honor, the Order of the Crown of Siam.

ville had slipped out fifteen times to give
and charred, blown-away faces. And in the
ward for severely wounded, the beds were
so close an attendant could hardly pass. Yet

each bed had its little table at the head, and
every table bore a potted plant.
Some of the soldiers in this hospital were
so far on the road to recovery that they
could get around on crutches and, in slippers and dressing gown, play chess, listen
to concerts on the radio, read and discuss
the war with other wounded friends in the
reception room. There were trig maps of

the world on the walls and in the office of
the chief physician, Dr. Boris Shimeilovich,
a huge one of the entire Russian front
stretched to the ceiling back of his desk.

Dr. Shimeilovich called his staff together
while I was there, and I was interested to
see that three quarters of the doctors and
surgeons were women. I had heard how
they had all worked without interruption
during the siege of Moscow. When two
wings of the hospital were bombed, they
evacuated two hundred children and tended
wounded civilians as well as soldiers. For
the American medical aid they re,:eived
then, as now, they thanked me profusely,
expressing their high opinion of our drugs
and surgical instruments. So greatly needed
are these supplies, I learned, that three days
after a shipment arrives they are put to use
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his portion of blood for the Red Army.
I was prompted to tell of this incideat
when I was asked on my return from the
Soviet Union whether the Russians were
aware of American aid. The Russians were
--as I found out; but not all Americans, it
seems, even those in Russia, were fully cog.
nizant of the scale of our wholehearted
efforts to help the Russian people.
Warehouses and Bookkeeping
MY VISIT TO RUssIA CLIMAXED A TRIP TO

China and India. I went there as pred.
dent of Russian War Relief, and my pur.
pose was to see whether the supplies were
what the Russian people wanted and most
needed. That had been the objective of
Russian War Relief since its inception-putting supplies on Soviet ships in American harbors, and leaving distribution to the
judgment of Russian relief officials. Ours
had always been an act of faith, with no
strings attached.
The Russians, I now learned, though
they may never have heard of a congressional investigation, were keeping track of each
shipment from start to finish, as if they
expected a couple of dignitaries from Okla,
homa or Arkansas to sweep down upon
them any day. At the huge central ware,
house, where our supplies arrive, the per,

sonnel knew when every bale had left its
port, when it had arrived, the condition
in which it was received. There were, also,
exact records of the destination of every
piece of goods shipped out from the warehouse, and a receipt from the center that
received it. On the day I was there a big
carload of stuff was being loaded for the
Rostov area, and the day before, I was told,
a similar carload had left for Kharkov at
the request of the local citizens committee.
The warehouse is a long, two storied
building, a couple of kilometers outside
Moscow, on a railway siding of the main
line of the Trans-Siberian Railway from

Vladivostok. The place is light and airy,
with piles of sweaters, and shelf after shelf
of assorted women's shoes, children's shoes,
and heavy boots.

Coats, trousers, and

blouses were stacked several feet high and
the walls, lined with shelves, reminded me
of some big old-fashioned store at an American crossroads.

for heavy footwear to take back with them,

and luckily we had two hundred and fifty

half goes to civilians in the recaptured territory, where the Germans took all the

pairs of the very best heavy new American
boots. We stood around talking awhile and

they left with their load, as simply as if
they were only going to a nearby street,
instead of having to zigzag back, under
cover of night, through the lines of the
enemy.

Who Gets the Supplies?
THIS Bid WARrHOUSE IS XHZ RECEIVINO

center for shipments from all nongovernmental organizations in foreign countries.
There was a great bulk of material from

warm clothing and bedding they could lay
their hands on.
The general policy of distribution is aecided by a committee representing the director of medical services for the Red Army,
the Commissariat of Health for Civilians,
the Commissariat of Education for Children and Orphans, the Commissariat of
Foreign Trade, the Soviet Red Cross and
Red Crescent Society, and VOKS, the Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign

Russian War Relief which had mounted up
to some eight million garments, medicines
and surgical instruments, tons of vegetable
seeds and food concentrates, valued at $15,000,000. An equivalent amount had come
from Mrs. Winston Churchill's Fund in
London and the British Trade Unions.

Four or five million dollars worth of stuff

As it happens, I got an actual demonstration of the effectiveness of our material on
the day I was at the warehouse. Without
any warning, five guerrillas from behind
the German lines put in an appearance. The

has come also from the Canadian Aid to
Russian Fund and smaller amounts from
Cuba, Australia, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico,
and Chile.

three men and two women looked, some-

Two thirds of all the medical supplies
go directly to the Red Army, one third is

what to my surprise, just like anybody else.

They had made their dangerous trip for
the special purpose of getting some American supplies. They were looking especially

reserved for civilians. Of the clothing, about
half goes to evacuated civilians who had
to leave their homes, more or less destitute,
for the inner part of Russia. The other

Countries. In the reoccupied zones, m-

formal committees of citizens--composed
of a doctor, school teacher, shopkeeper, and
local ofllcial--are set up the minute the
Germans are forced back, and these com-

mittees send their lists indicating how many
sweaters, how many pairs of shoes, how
many pounds of seed, and so on, are called
for in that area.
In the town of Novosibirsk, far out in the
center of Siberia, there is an optical factory
that used to be in Moscow. It was moved
with all its machinery and its seven thousand workers who set up shop in an old
army barracks and school building. Without delay, they went right on turning out
bombsights and periscopes and other precision instruments.
Once they got started in Novosibirsk,
they recruited eight thousand more workers,

Russian War Relief at Its Source
By BEULAH WELDON BURHOE
SOME BY-PRODUCTS FOR HOME CONSUMPTION
Men of good will in cities and towns from
one end of the United States to the other
are giving the tenets of the Moscow and
Tehera¢ conferences body and spirit, here

and now. What is happening in the small
New England city of Stamford, Conn., is
evidence of this.

"Here, give me that broom," said the

breathless banker with the key. "Just because I don't sweep out the bank is no
reason I can't help get this store clean."

During the three weeks of the drive,
women sorted and mended all day long
and at night the lights burned late as men
did the heavy work of sealing and roping
boxes. There was no heat in the store. One

"I've worked ha this town for almost

night sandwiches and a big pot of hot

twenty years. I've dreamed of a time when

coffee arrived from the Japanese owner of

the whole community would do a job
together. Now it's been done and it took
Russian War Relief to do it." Miss X
was reporting on the results of a "Share
Your Clothes with Russia" campaign. She
went on to list the twenty organizations
that had worked on the drive.
This had not been the kind of campaign where the leaders posed for the
press photographers and the unknowns did
the hard work. Broken fingernails and
callouses were being worn those days at
the country club. The day the clothing
center opened, a bank president made the
four blocks to the store in two minutes
flat. The "girls" from the Women's Club
and the busy housewives from the Slavonic
League must not be kept waiting and he
had the key. There was a scramble to get
the place in order in time to receive the
first truckloads from the schools.

the restaurant next door.

When the campaign dosed and clothing
worth $20,000 was on its way, something
stayed in that town that came there three
hundred years ago, but some of us must

have mislaid it--a kind of yeast of mutual
understanding. As one well known com-

mittee member put it: "Before this drive
I never knew this crowd. If they knew me

they probably thought I was just a 'stuffed
shirt.' I'm glad I've had the chance to
show them I'm not."

Later, on a summer Sunday afternoon

in the garden of a modest home, men and
women in party clothes, slack suits and
sober Sunday best listened to a little group
in Russian costumes playing softly on their

balalaikas. Through the kitchen window
floated the promise of a roast suckling pig.

The Russian War Relief committee was

having a party. Clipped English speech
mingled with French, Ukrainian, Yiddish,
Russian, and plain Connecticut. Around

the piano, Yankee tongues tried to sing
strange Slavic songs. As they broke up, a
man from the "other side of the tracks"
was heard to say: "That Mr. F., I used to

think he was fascist. When I passed him
on the street I wanted to punch his face.
Now I like to shake him by the hand."

mostly girls, sixteen to eighteen years old.
The Muscovites had come away so hur.
riedly that each had taken only a small
knapsack with a few personal belongings.
When they arrived, the governor of the
province told me, shipments of American
clothing from Russian War Relief prao
tically saved the day. Visiting the factory,
I could easily detect on some of the young
girls, bending over their precise and delicate
operations, shoes that may have come from
Peoria, sweaters that originated in Chicago
or Portland, and other odd pieces of clothing
that represented the generosity of thousands
of American cities and towns.
In that same city of Novosibirsk, I visited
one of the YAK factories. The YAK is a
plane made of plywood, something like a
Spitfire, and much better than a Zero. 1
do not know how many of them are produced there weekly, but it took me a number of hours to go through the plant. The
workers, on alternate shifts, number between sixteen and seventeen thousand, and

in talking to them and to many Red Army
men, I learned of their widespread admiration for American techniques as well as

Sheboygan, Wis., collects boxes of clothing for Russians evacuated from the war zone

for our manufactured goods, from Aira-

cobras to Spare.

I had planned to fly from Novosibirsk
to Alaska, but the icing conditions were
such that I took a plane instead to Tashkent, thence to Teheran and back to Africa
and America. Tashkent is another city
that has felt the pressure of mass evacuation
from western Russia. Three hundred and
fifty thousand evacuees swell the city's original population of about 500,000. Here, too,
American supplies came to the rescue of
citizens hastily moved with only the clothing on their backs.
Toasts to Russian War Relief
MANY WERE THE EXPRESSIONS OF GRATI-

tude I heard from the lips of ordinary Soviet
citizens and high government representatives. At one of two official dinners I attended, Andrei Vyshinsky, Vice-Commissar of
Foreign Affairs, drank several toasts to Russian War Relief. As a further token of their
appreciation, the Russians brought out some

Louisville, Ky., school children contribute clothing

of their carefully guarded supplies of food
About a month ago, the usual Sunday
afternoon quiet of the town's main street

was broken by a Russian priest who, with
his costumed choir, was chanting the
Lord's Prayer in Russian. It was the formal
opening of the permanent headquarters
for Russian War Relief. After the mayor
had spoken and cut the red, white, and
blue ribbon across the doorway, several

hundred people crowded into the committee's new home. Around the samovar,

an official of the Russian consulate told of
the needs of his people, their appreciation
of help going to them from the USA.
Men and women from all walks of life
shared in the little celebration--a micreÿ

cosm of the fellowship that people of good
will around the earth are building today
for the world of tomorrow.

and liquor, but what you saw on the table
was no indication of the daily Russian diet.
It was simply a symbol of Russian hospitality and the desire to honor the American
people who were helping them.
At another dinner I made the acquaintance of Karo Alabyan, the Armenian architect who had just won a competition for

the plans to rebuild Stalingrad. Having
visited that battered community on my way
to Moscow, I could appreciate the job that
lay before him. The city, I found, was a
monument to the dead and the living.
Scripturally speaking, not one stone was
left standing on another. Trainloads of
fresh cut timber were already arriving, and
one blast furnace had started operation. The
people, however, were returning faster than
the government wished, and many could
not find the streets on which once they
lived let alone their houses.

Photos from Russian War Rehex. Inc.

Russian War Rdief warehouse where supplies from Americans begin the trip to Moscow

17

Alabyan was very eager that we send
him some blueprints and plans o£ new
American wartime cities which would give
him some pointers when he got down to
details. His was one of many requests I
received. There was even an urgent appeal
for hair-clippers and old-fashioned razors-or, as the Russians call them amusingly,

American Production-Russian Front
Our threefold task in giving "every possible assistance"--a pledge fulfilled
by the team play of American industry, labor and government.

"unsafety razors".

In Russia, Edward C. Carter (third from left) examines a crate of medicines from the USA

When I was in Moscow, Secretary of
State Hull and Foreign Secretary Eden
were on their way to the epic Moscow
meeting. I watched some of the planes
arrive bringing the technical advisers of
the British and American delegations, and
I saw the cordial spirit that the Russian
people showed toward their guests. On the
streets, friendly and curious Russians approached the British and Americans, eager
to touch their uniforms, to inquire about
their decorations, and to ask what they
could do for them. There is no question
that there was a new mood everywhere,
one of buoyancy and expectancy. Again,
I felt the far-reaching effect of private aid
from the American, English and Canadian
people.
Such aid very obviously carries its own
message from one people to another, and
indicates, over and beyond treaties and
agreements, friendliness and warmth of

Soviets to stem and drive back the Nazi
invaders.

Strong bonds have been created between
the United States and Russia through their
alliance in this war. Understanding on both
sides is growing, as is shown by the Moscow pact. For this reason, the record of

the executive committee of Sears, Roe-

buck & Co.

American war production for the Russian
vance of German armies went large frac-

Americans have freely sent is in itself large.
Still, it does not clutter up the cities and

tions of the country's production of coal,
steel, chemicals, machine tools, aluminum,
magnesium, zinc, grain, sugar, vegetable
oil, meat, and a variety of other products.

railway stations of so vast a country, where

can-Russian relations form a cornerstone.

193,000,000 men, women, and children are
completely mobilized for the war effort and
a great amount of territory, including the
richest farming and industrial sections, remains devastated by the Nazis.
My own impression, considerably reenforced through conversations with British,
American, Australian and omer experts in
Russia, was that everything the United Na-

Our Pledge--and Its Challenge

[T IS, OF COURSE, TRUE THAT THE AID

tions governments could send to Russia, and

all that private relief agencies, such as
Russian War Relief and the American Red
Cross, could possibly do, would still not
meet the tremendous needs there. This

opinion is shared by Ralph Hubbell, the
able American Red Cross representative in
Moscow.
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American matdriel has played in aiding the

--By the chairman of the American
War Production Board. Since the days
of the armorers and gunsmiths, production has played a mounting part in the
tactics of war. The mobilization of supplies throughout the United States to
serve the United Nations in combat
zones on five continents has taken on the
stature of strategT.
Born and bred in Missouri, Mr.
Nelson brought to bear on the greatest
production assignment of modern times,
his encounters with molecules as a
chemical engineer, his synchronization
of output from a thousand factories as
executive vice-president and chairman of

tion but that every shipment made to Russia to aid her prosecution of the war has
gone to strengthen the foundations of the
structure of world peace in which Ameri-

The Tremendous Need

Mr. Carter interviews guerrillas who have come from behind the lines for needed mppliu

])URINO MY VISIT TO RUSSIA, IN OCTOBER,

1943, the Soviet government generously
afforded me an opportunity to see with
my own eyes the results of the stupendous
effort which the Russian people are making
to bring the war to the earliest possible
ronclusion in absolute victory. Wherever I
went in Russia, I found universal and intense interest in American war production,
and deep appreciation of the part which

lend-lease account has more than a merely
retrospective interest. There can be no ques-

hearts.

Russian aviator with sweater knitted by an American

DONALD M. NELSON

Though one cannot measure it, the
amount of good will that has already been
established by American gifts is a positive
fact. The guerrila sniper will not forget
the American boots that help to keep him
warm; nor will the wounded soldier back
at the front soon forget the sulfa drugs that
restored him to action. And just as the farmer fondly recalls the seeds from America
that enabled him to replant his scorched
acreage, so the little boys in the children's
home in Moscow will long remember the
origin of their red and gray sweaters.
From such tangible aid arise intangible
emotions, and they, perhaps, in the final
analysis, may help to constitute the basic
understanding that is growing between two
great peoples.

ON JuNE 24, 1941, FORTY-EIGHT HOURS
after Germany's attack on Russia began,

President Roosevelt pledged the United
States to give every possible assistance to

the Soviet Union in its life and death
struggle against the forces of Nazism.
The adoption of this program of all-out
aid to the USSR presented to American
industry, and to the government agencies
in Washington which were designed to
work with industry, one of the most difficult and important tasks of the entire Second World War.

The material needs of the USSR which
we were undertaking to satisfy were great,
unbelievably great. The first quick rush of
German troops which followed the surprise
attack cost the Russian army a considerable
part of its accumulated stores of war. To
replace these, vast quantities of guns, planes,
tanks, communication equipment and transportation equipment, medical supplies, and
a host of other items were needed, and
needed quickly.
Then there was the problem of maintaining Russia's own capacity to produce. The
loss of territories-- White Russia, the
Ukraine, the Don basin, the Crimea, the
northern Caucasus, most of the northwest-

ern industrial district, and a part of the
central industrial district--suffered during

To some extent, of course, Russia pos-

sessed means to offset these losses in the
rich, newly developed regions of the East.
But for utilization of these resources, machitaes and industrial equipment of all sorts
were required. Even in cases where plants
and mills were removed from occupied territories, there was need for innumerable
replacement parts, for example, before pro-

also placed on us responsibility for helping
move hundreds of thousands of tons into
Russia monthly, a formidable job in itself.

Ships had to be provided for handling Russian cargoes; Russian port facilities, severely reduced by the exigencies of war, had to
be expanded and developed; and virtually
new routes into Russia had to be opened.
This last required assistance in the improvement of harbors, the supply of unloading
and cargo handling facilities, the construction of roads and railways, and the supply
of motor trucks and railway rolling stock.
Even in normal times, responsibilities
such as these would have been the source
of numerous difficulties. In the months following June 1941, they assumed Herculean
proportions. At the very moment that the
Russian crisis arose, we were faced with
the immediate problem of meeting the
critical war needs of the United Kingdom
and other British Empire countries. At the
same time we were undertaking to convert
our civilian economy to a war economy, at
first to meet threat of attack and later actually to resist attack. There was scarcely any
material which this country produced in
sufficient quantities to meet our emergency
domestic needs. Industrial expansion and
conversion plans called for materials and
plant facilities far in excess of our total
supply. Simultaneously with our assump-

tion of the obligation to help the 193,000,000 Russians in their desperate struggle,
we were in process of carrying out the

duction could be resumed.
Moreover, many materials did not exist
in the East in sufficient quantities to enable
even limited fabricating facilities to operate
at capacity. Aluminum for planes; nickel,
ferrosilicon, ferrochrome, and molybdenum
for alloy steel; brass for ammunition; carbon and alloy steel for machine tools, trucks,
planes, tanks, and guns; a wide variety
of bearings and steel wires; railway materials; chemicals for explosives and medicines; copper tubes, wire and cable; special
non-ferrous alloys; leather; woolens; and

lution of our history.
Despite the problems involved, however,
the Soviet aid program has been strikingly
successful. The performance record achieved
by American industry in connection with it
is one of the most impressive of the past
two years. The program began from scratch
just thirty months ago. On the eve of its
inauguration, exports from this country to
the USSR were negligible---less than $3,000,000 a month. They now average more

many other raw or semi-fabricated mate-

than $300,000,000 a month.

rials were all needed to replace supplies
lost, or formerly furnished by Axis countries, if the USSR's war production potential was to be utilized to the maximum.

Altogether, we have produced for the
USSR enough planes, tanks, guns, field

Proportions of the Task
THE THREE-FOLD TASK. OF SUPPLYING Rus-

sian armies with finished materials of war,
helping rebuild the Union's devastated industrial machine, and furnishing raw materials for fabrication of military products

the campaigns of 1941 and 1942, deprived

within the USSR placed on the United

the Union of extremely important industrial
and agricultural resources. With the ad-

States responsibility for the production of
billions of dollars worth of materials. It
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greatest and most complex economic revo-

equipment, ammunition, scout cars and

trucks to outfit completely a formidable
modern army. We have made available
enough aluminum to build some thousand
fighter planes a month. We have shipped
more than 750,000 tons of petroleum products, primarily aviation fuel, and almost
2,000,000 tons of food. We have furnished
millions of dollars worth of naval stores,
medical supplies and clothing.
We have produced on Soviet account
more than 1,500,000 tons of steel, several

hundred thousand tons above the quantity
which could be exported. At the same time,
we have produced over 250,000 tons of

chemicals, 100,000 tons of cable, 200,000
tons of brass, and tens of thousands of tons
of other raw materials• Industrial and related equipment production for Russia has

totaled over $500,000,000 and currently it
is going forward at a rate of between $40,-

000,000 and $50,000,000 a month.
We have made available to the USSR
approximately as many machine tools as
will be required to maintain our present
industrial establishment for a year; and our
current rate of production for Russia is in
excess of the average maintained by our

entire industry for all purposes during the
ten-year period, 1929-1938.
We have supplied the Russians with refinery equipment capable of processing up-

proximately 40,000 barrels of crude oil a

day. We have completed one $60,000,000
power program and have begun work on
another. We have dismantled, remodeled,
and moved bodily into Russia a tire plant
capable of producing 1,000,000 tires a year.

Launching Soviet Aid
WE BEGAN TO PREPARE FOR--AND TO CARRY

out--this program within a matter of hours
of the crossing of the Russian frontier by
the first German troops. On the very day
of the invasion a stream of requests began
to pour into Washington from Moscow. To
each of these, prompt and sympathetic attention was given. Overnight, the Soviet
Embassy became a center of bustling activity. Representatives of government and
business alike gathered with Soviet representatives to work out ways and means of

getting quick help to the USSR.

Tosser Uppers
Irkutsk--1859
The hospitality of the principal citizens
was unbounded .... The arrival of the

governor-general of Eastern Siberia was
the signal for general gayety .... He gave

a reception dinner (which) . . . went on
with good humor .... When General

Mouravieff proposed a toast, "America and
Russia," all eyes were turned in the direction of the two solitary Americans... I
then said, "In the different angry and
complicated questions, involving the rights
of a new power, just emerging from the
depths of a new world, Young America
found in Old Russia a friend and colaborer in the cause of free trade and
sailors' rights."

At a later dinner in our honor by the
merchants of Kyachta, I noticed a pretty
dense cirde encompassing (my traveling
companion) .... In an instant he was

seized by half-a-dozen stout, jolly merchants, and tossed up in the direction of
the ceiling .... This sport is called podkeedovate, or tossing-up, and is considered
a mark of great respect ....

I stood half-aghast, looking at the figure
Peyton was cutting, a man six feet high
and well proportioned, going up and down
like a trap-ball, his coat-tail flying skyhigh, and his face red as a brick. All the
time I consoled myself that one tossing for
the American nation might be considered
honor enough.

After a while Peyton came down and
stayed down. Again we had champagne
• . . when without warning I was seized.

Up I went and down I came, only to go
up again, until my friends were satisfied
that if I was not drunk before, my head
would certainly swim now.

PERRY McDONOUGH COLLINS
--From his book "A Voyage Down the

Amoor," (D. Appleton & Co.) 1860. Appointed by President Pierce as commercial
agent for the region, he crossed Siberia
by sleigh and was the lÿrst American to
go docvn the Amur from Lake Baikal to
the Pacific.

This did not mean, of course, that large
quantities of supplies were made available
for dispatch to Russia immediately. Soviet
funds and supplies which had been frozen
in this country were released, and within
a short time Soviet representatives were
able to place a number of important orders,
and substantial shipments from this country to the USSR began. But it was not
possible to give at once effective, large
scale assistance of the type which everyone
recognized would eventually be required.

All direct military equipment (planes,
tanks, guns, and so on) already available
for export had long since been spoken for
and committed. Further, until the Soviet
government made known exact details as
to its long run needs, plans for the future
could not be made. Complete inauguration
of the aid program had to await a full'exchange of information and the working out
of coordinated plans among the American,
British and Soviet governments.
It soon became apparent that these coordinated plans could be developed only
through direct and personal conferences.
In order to obtain firsthand information on
the nature and extent of supplies most
urgently needed by the Soviet government,
the President sent Harry L. Hopkins as
his personal representative to Moscow.
After discussions there with Premier
Stalin and his military advisers, Mr. Hopkins returned to London and accompanied
Mr. Churchill to the Atlantic meeting between the British Prime Minister and President Roosevelt, at which the Atlantic Charter was written. At this meeting, held in
August 1941, it was decided to suggest to
the Soviet government a meeting of "high
representatives at Moscow to discuss the
needs and demands of your and our armed
forces." The suggestion of the President and
Prime Minister was accepted with alacrity
and arrangements were made for the open-

ing of the proposed conference at the earliest possible moment.
Members of the American and British
missions joined a Russian mission at Moscow at the end of September 1941, and the
work of mapping out a supply program
was immediately begun•
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Because of the pressure of war conditions, the members of the three commissions found the task before them by no
means simple. Important information was

lacking; the constantly changing military
and economic status of Russia made it impossible to anticipate with assurance the
future needs of the country; and there was
a not too complete understanding of the
economic problems and practices of Russia
on the part of the British and Americans,
or of Britain and America on the part of
the Russians.
Nevertheless, within three days the work
of the conference had been completed. On
October 2, in the Kremlin, a p, otocol was
signed between the governments of the
United States, the United Kingdom, and
the Soviet Union providing for a mutual
aid program covering the nine months
period from October 1, 1941 to June 30,

1942.

Plate Busters
Novosibirsk--1943
I cannot hear those splendid words,
American-Soviet friendship, without recalling something that happened to me in
Siberia--the Middle West of Russia--in
the city of Novosibirsk. It was at one of

those hearty Russian gatherings which I
grew to know in the few weeks of my visit.
One of the officials there--a powerful
figure of a man--came over to me and

shook me by the hand and told me how
much he liked Americans. But it was not
enough for him to tell me--he had to do
something about it. He looked around and
seized a big china plate that was on the
table. He said, "When we Russians like
somebody, we break a plate--like this."

And with that he raised his huge fist
and crashed it down on the plate, smashing
it to pieces.
I could not let so fine a gesture go
unanswered. I figured that this was no
time for official decorum. So I reached out
and grabbed two plates, and I said, "When
we Americans like somebody, we break two
plates--like this." And I hit the two plates

with my fist.
The plates broke all right, and my
friend and the others present embraced me
with enthusiasm. Then they saw that one of
the splinters had cut my hand, and they
were concerned. But I did not mind the
scratch, for it gave me an opportunity to
say that my blood was merely a token of
our united military efforts--a little American blood on the Russian front, where they
had poured out so much in our common
cause.

DONALD M. NELSON
--From Ms address before the Congress

Foresight and Resolve

the limit all the implications of the agreement. In November he put the program on
a lend-lease basis.

This marked the real beginning of the
fulfillment of the resolution of this government to give the Russian people every assistance in their struggle against Hiderism.
In a very short time millions of dollars
worth of orders, covering every conceivable
type of equipment and material, began to
pour in. As rapidly as possible contracts
were placed, schedules were worked out,
and supplies started on the move to the
Russian front.

As indicated, however, this was not accomplished without great difficulty. In addition to problems arising from the size
and impact of the Russian program and

of American-Soviet Friendship, Madison
Square Garden, New York, last Novem-

ber-soon after his return from his trip
to Russia at the time of the Moscow
conference.

The Figures (1941-43)

IN THE AMERICAN PART OF THIS MUTUAL,

aid program,* representatives of the United
States were not able to offer the USSR all
the equipment and materials requested.
Some of the requirements put forward exceeded our total supply, while some were
for items not produced in this country. But
American representatives were able to
promise that most of the requests submitted
would be met, and that at least a best effort
would be made to furnish such items as
could not be definitely promised.
In connection with this first Moscow
conference, attention should be called to
the importance of the foresight and determined resolution of the participants.
Paralleling the discussions were the opening phases of the last great Nazi offensive
of 1941. One group of German armies was
overrunning the Ukraine; another was isolating Leningrad; still another was surging
forward in a seemingly irresistible wave to
the very gates of Moscow. Profound pessimism swept large sections of opinion in
both this country and Britain. Among many
foreign observers in Moscow deep gloom
and, according to reports, even a tendency
toward panic developed. Nevertheless,
members of the American and British delegations maintained faith in the ultimate
success of the Soviet cause, their confidence
matching the iron resolve of their Russian
associates. At the moment that many were
doubting that any aid could reach the
USSR in time, members of the conference
were deliberately making plans for a long
run program• They were working out arrangements for the supply of machine tools,
a tire factory, various kinds of industrial
equipment, steel and copper products, cable,
communication equipment, and so on, as
well as trucks, tanks, planes, and guns,
which would require, at the least, months
to fabricate and move into Russia.
Shortly after the Moscow protocol was
signed, President Roosevelt in a letter to
Premier Stalin assured the Russian people
that the United States would carry out to

• It should be noted that this discussion is concerned
0nly with the American part of the Soviet program.
The United Kingdom participated fully in the program and rendered the USSR notable assistance, particularly in the way of finished munitions. More recently, Canada has undertaken direct Earticipation as
well, but no attempt is here made to glve an account
of United Kingdom and Canadian activities.

as given by President Roosevelt in the Thirteenth Report to Congress on
Lend-Lease Operations, on January 6, 1944.
Lend-lease shipments to the Soviet Union through October 31, 1943, totaled $3,550,443,000, or more than one fourth of lend-lease exports to all countries .... Through

October we sent to the USSR nearly 7,000 planes, more than to any other lend-lease
country; more than 3,500 tanks and 195,000 motor vehicles, including trucks, jeeps,
motorcycles, and other vehicles .... To help relieve the severe food shortage in the

Soviet Union . . . we have shipped 1,790,000 short tons of food and other agricultural
products . . . including 343,000 tons of wheat and flour, 277,000 tons of sugar, 324,000
tons of canned meat, 441,000 tons of edible fats and oils, 136,000 tons of dried fruits
and vegetables, and 38,000 tons of dried eggs.
The Soviet Union urgendy requested butter for the Red Army, particularly for the
use of many wounded soldiers recuperating in Russian hospitals .... This year we have
shipped 25,000 tons, or about 2.7 percent of our supply for the period . . . one seventh
of an ounce per week from each civilian in this country ....

To help restore the reconquered Soviet agricultural areas . . . and to develop food
production in Siberia, we have sent 10,000 tons of seed for the growing of some thirty
staple crops. We have also sent 5,500,000 pairs of army boots and 16,600,000 yards of
woolen cloth for the use of the Soviet armed forces; 251,000 tons of chemicals, 144,000
tons of explosives, 1,198,000 tons of steel, 342,000 tons of nonferrous metals, and 611,000
tons of petroleum products.

from the strenuous conditions which existed
in American industry at that time, complex
problems were created by differences between Russian and American specifications,
necessary but frequent changes in Russian
requirements, a lack in many instances of
basic engineering, and the lack of models
and precedents for the placing of orders,
furnishing of shipping instructions, and arranging for overseas transport.

Team Play
FORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, MEANS WERE AT

hand, or soon developed, to cope with these
and similar problems. The Soviet government, using the Amtorg Corporation as a
base, established in this country a purchasing commission made up of some of the
ablest industrial specialists and engineers
developed in the Soviet Union. The Office
of Lend-Lease Administration quickly created machinery to take care of Russian
matters. Of particular importance was the
establishment of a division for Soviet supply, the enthusiastic and able members of
which were to do yeoman work in maintaining liaison between Soviet representatives and other government agencies.

In developing and carrying through its
Russian plans, the Lend-Lease Administration was most fortunate in having the
services of Colonel Philip R. Faymonville,
first as a member of the administration in
Washington and later as Lend-Lease representative in Moscow. Colonel Faymonville
brought to Lend-Lease not only an intimate
knowledge of Russian economic conditions,
gained from years of experience as U. S.
Military Attachÿ in Moscow, but also an
unwavering faith in the ability of the Soviet
Union to resist successfully the German aggression.

Within the Office of Production Management, later the War Production Board,
William L. Butt, a member of the President's special supply mission to Moscow

and, like Colonel Faymonville, a firm believer in the power of the Russian army to
hold out, took the lead in ironing out production problems incident to the Russian
program, facilitating the processing of pri-

ority applications on behalf of the USSR,
and making arrangements for allocation of
adequate materials to meet Russian requirements.

In the more important industry divisions
of the U. S. War Production Board,
special Soviet sections were set up to handle and expedite Russian requests. At the
same time, a Foreign Division of the War
Production Board was developed to exercise
over-all responsibility for scheduling and
supervising production aspects of the Russian, and other foreign programs.
The procurement branches of the Treasury Department, the War Department, the
Navy Department, and the Department of
Agriculture made special arrangements for
placing and expediting Russian contracts.
Other government agencies concerned with
the Russian program--the joint chiefs of
staff, the Munitions Assignment Board, the
Executive Office of the President, the State
Department, the Office of Defense Transportation, the Office of the Petroleum Administrator for War, and others--adopted
the policy of being ready at any time to
aid the movement of Russian supplies. Full
cooperation was given by the British supply
mission, the various British-American com-

bined boards, Canadian agencies, and the
Chinese supply mission.
The Pace Set by American Industry
MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, AMERIOAN MAN-

ufacturers who received Russian orders gave
those orders everything they had. In hundreds of instances, manufacturers have
done far more than could reasonably be
expected, so that deliveries on Russian orders could be made on or ahead of schedule.
From the first, Russian items were uni-

formly assigned high priority ratings. As a
matter of fact, since the summer of 1942,
every item in the whole Soviet program
has been given a position at the very top
of the regular rating band. No other similar
program, domestic or foreign, has been accorded such across-the-board treatment. Ex-

cept for certain special, super-urgent single
purpose domestic projects, the Soviet program has constantly enjoyed priority rating
as high as any in the land.

But with all this, Russian items did not
have entirely smooth sailing. For many
weeks, despite everything that could be
done, the actual flow of goods into the
USSR was slow. Every month saw an increase in deliveries, but total shipments,
when viewed against the background of
established goals, seemed discouragingly
small.

In addition, with Pearl Harbor and the
multiplication of our own needs for war
materials, it was not always possible to give
Soviet orders the preferred treatment desired.

On occasion, Russian items had to be
temporarily set aside so that urgent domestic military items could go ahead; sometimes requests had to be denied or postponed simply because of the lack of mate-

rials or fabricating facilities; and frequently
delivery schedules specified by Soviet representatives could not be met.
Acceleration
BY THE END OF THE FIRST QUARTER OF

1942, however, the situation had considerably improved. Monthly shipments of raw
materials, chemicals, and most military
stores began to attain the rate called for
by the protocol.
At the same time, substantial progress
began to. be made toward completion of
long run industrial equipment.
This acceleration, which became more
marked during the second quarter of 1942,

made possible fulfillment by June 30, 1942,
of the majority of the commitments which
had been made at Moscow. In a number
of cases, however, the increase in deliveries
during the last months of the protocol period was not sufficient to overcome earlier
deficits, and we failed to meet promised
goals.
To some extent these failures were off-

cisive importance. Trucks will serve as illustration.
In the nine months from October 1, 1941
to June 30, 1942, tens of thousands ot
trucks, together with hundreds of thousands
of tires and replacement parts were shipped
to the USSR or were moved to dockside to
await shipment. If the transportation diffi-

TowAÿ TaT CLOSE OF THE FIRST WOTOOOL

USSR. This applied to industrial equipment

supply agreement should be offered the
USSR for the twelve months from July 1,
1942 to June 30, 1943. This second protocol

and most military stores, as well as to raw
materials, chemicals, food and petroleum.
Undue accumulations of stocks, however,
were prevented through production and
diversion controls.
By and large, then, the American peo-

critical period are recalled--the vast distances, the destruction of railways, the necessity of rapid movement--the vital role
played by these trucks will be appreciated.
Under the Second Protocol

was negotiated in Washington during the
summer of 1942. In it, the United States,
though not able to accept all Soviet requests, promised shipments far greater than
those agreed to at Moscow.
Performance against this second agreement was eminently satisfactory. From the
first, monthly deliveries from factory o(
most items were up to, or above, the rate
promised.
Long before June 30, 1943, both materials and equipment were flowing from
mills and plants far m excess of the capacity of available vessels, and of Russian
ports and railways to handle their movement at the other end. With the exception
of a few extremely critical materials which
were promised only in limited quantities,
and of certain obvious military items, more
of every type material and equipment de-

sired by the USSR was available for shipment at any given moment during the
protocol year than could possibly be moved
out of this country and into the Soviet
Union.
In the case of a number of items, the
excess was so great that it was neces-

sary, with full Russian agreement, to cut
back production. Even so, stocks of many
items equal to several months shipping requirements accumulated.

Allowing for changes in Soviet specifications, production commitments for direct
military items were fulfilled 100 percent or

materials and equipment not requested or
promised at Moscow were supplied; but
despite this, no one within the American
government was entirely satisfied with our
performance under the first protocol pro-

The same was true of raw materials and
chemicals, except where production was retarded, with Russian agreement, because
of excessive stocks. Production of industrial
equipment mounted to almost twice the
minimum guaranteed in the protocol. Food
and petroleum were made available well in
excess of promised quantities. In addition,
as under the first protocol, a great many
products not included in the agreement
were shipped as extra-protocol items.

This is not to imply that our aid during

offered the USSR in such quantities that it

period, the President decided that a new

culties faced by Soviet armies during this

better.

the nine-month period was not of sizable
proportions. Actually, in the case of a variety of items of the utmost significance, we
produced and shipped quantities of de-

IN THE SPRING OF 1943 A VROTOCOL VRO-

gram, running from July I to June 30, 1944
was agreed upon with the Russian government. In this, materials and equipment were
was necessary for the Soviet government to
eliminate a substantial percentage in order
that the total tonnage could be brought
within reasonable shipping expectations.
Reports on performance during the first
six months of the third protocol year
showed that again, as during the second
period, there was being made available
every month more of practically every type
item included than can be moved to the

set by the fact that large quantities of

gram.

And Now the Third

L'tÿu,u, ...

LEND-LEASE AID. Assembly plant for light bombers in Iran. Here planes for the USSR are given a final check

ple have fulfilled the commitment to give
"every possible assistance" to the USSR.
How much this assistance has contributed
to the heroic and successful struggle waged
by the Russian armies is a question which
cannot now be answered. Shipments of
supplies from our shores have been enormous-just how enormous cannot for ob-

vious reasons be told in detail at this time
---but enormous as they have been, they

have amounted to only a fraction of the

total quantity of materials which the USSR
has poured into its fight with Germany,
However, it should not be forgotton that
our supplies have gone to fill in the strategic marginal gap between Russian production and Russian requirements. The machine tools and other equipment which we
have furnished may have been a decisive
factor in making it possible for the industrial establishments of the East to take up
the slack caused by the losses in the West.
Our aluminum and steel have without
question greatly aided the maintenance of
a Russian air force capable of battling the
Luftwaffe out of the Russian skies. Our

Lend-lease grain moves from ship to train, bound for Russia

Russian labels on lend-lease pork and lard canned in the t Iÿ

trucks and scout cars, our communications

equipment, our tanks, planes, and guns,
our brass and steel for shells, our railway
materials and rolling stock, and our food
and petroleum conceivably may have been

the weight that tipped the scales and made
possible the Russian armies' turning from
the defensive to the offensive.
At the present time, however, the question of the amount of credit which we
should receive for our contributions to the
Russian cause is of little moment. What is
of real importance is the fact that, whenever possible, we have met Russian requests

fully and quickly, and the fact that the
Russian people, in turn, have presented the
United Nations with great and decisive
victories over the common enemy.

Led by the familiar jeep, this U. S. Army truck convoy carries lend-lease supplies for Russia across desert stretches in the Middle

II. FRONTIERS: Borderlands to the West--Volga Line--The Urals--Wild East--Arctic North

streams had converged: one stemming from
the economic philosophy evolved in the

mind of Karl Marx; the other fed by
springs of scientific discovery from Benjamin Franklin to Michael Faraday, Thomas Edison, and the engineers responsible
for the tremendous industrial developments
of the twentieth century. It was Lenin

...... f "ÿ °Z ÿ"

Here, too, with each successive stroke of

Soviet counter offensives of 1943-4 from
the Volga, to the Dnieper, and points west
rowe have a key to understanding the
importance which the Russians attach to
the future status of these western borderlands. A key, also, to why--skeptical about

himself who essentially identified dialectics
and dynamos as the prime movers of the
Bolshevik Revolution.
The Threat to Soviet Russia
THREE HUNDRED MILES TO THE WEST,

across the Ukrainian plains from where we
stood that day at Dneprostroy, lay Russia's
European border, stretching up across the
continent from the Black Sea to the Baltic
and beyond. Both Odessa at the southern
end and Leningrad to the north were within easy artillery range from foreign soil.
In World War I, the Kaiser's armies had
burgeoned across a western border much
farther removed from Russia's heart than
that of 1929. Since then, the old Tsarist
frontiers had been set back first by the Germans at Brest-Litovsk in 1917, next by the

Allies at Versailles in 1919, and then by the
resurgent Poles at Riga in 1921.

Wide sweeping plains and fertile fields
lying between the Dnieper and this foreshortened frontier hold no natural barriers
to an invasion--such as the mountains

which have recently buttressed the Nazis
in resisting our counter thrust up the
Italian peninsula. Soviet military leaders
have long been aware of the strategic vulnerability of the Ukraine. That was more
than borne out in the on-rush of the Nazi
armies when, in 1942, they reached the
gates of Stalingrad, and in the even more
rapid back rush of the Soviet armies over
the same terrain in 1943.
Three times within the experience of
living men--in 1915, in 1920, and in 1941

Colonel Hugh L. Cooper at the Dneprostroy Dam

Russia's Western Front
Where forks in the road--through borderlands from the Baltic to the Black Sea-lead on to "defense in depth" or to collective security. America's part in the choice.

RICHARD B. SCANDRETT, JR.
Dneprostroy WAS ALL BUT COMPLETED

Our talk came vividly to mind in July

when, in July of 1929, the late Colonel

of 1941 when Nazi armies surged into the
Ukraine. The world knows now of the
dam's destruction and the need for secrecy
has passed. In Asia, the Chinese had made
the phrase "scotched earth" a familiar one
in our headlines as they burned crops and
barns in their stubborn retreat before the

Hugh L. Cooper took me over the titanic
power dam at the bend of the Dnieper.
The Soviet government had chosen him to
supervise its construction, this American
engineer who had directed our kindred
project at Muscle Shoals on the Tennessee.
It was because we had long been trusted
friends that Colonel Cooper felt he could
show me a certain hidden gallery built into
the structure.

"What a people," he exclaimed, "they

are spending the equivalent of $200,000,000
in money and manpower to erect this great
dam. At the same time they put in several
hundred thousand rubles extra for the sole
purpose of insuring its speedy ruin l"

--By the special editor of this number
who initiated the project as president
of Survey Associates. Member of the
New York bar; active Republican; treasurer, Citizens for Victory; whose book,

"Divided They Fall" (1941), was at
once a forecast and challenge four
months before Pearl Harbor.

Japanese, leaving nothing behind to aid the
invading armies. In Europe, this policy was
now applied to modern industrial installations as an escarpment to help break the
waves of a Nazi blitz such as had swept
through regardless to the Channel coast.
Certainly Colonel Cooper, when he
shrugged his broad shoulders on that peaceful summer's day fifteen years ago, could
not have anticipated that his demolition
gallery would become the symbol in concrete of a military strategy which was to
save not only Soviet Russia but our world.
Meanwhile, the dam itself had come to
epitomize the new Russia--marshaling
water power, generating electricity, rapidly
industrializing a vast region, creating new
cities almost overnight. Two human

--Russia has been attacked from the west.

Small wonder that fear of an invader from
that direction has been ever present in the
minds of the Russian people. It was no
excess of caution then which had prompted
them to prepare and put through the "defense in depth" and the "scorched earth"
which did not stop short of blasting the
Dnieper Dam.
Here was that element of self-defense
which Moscow made much of in its unequal campaign against Finland in the

winter of 1939-40, apprehending that Nazi
Germany planned to make use of its small
neighbor to the north as a springboard
against Leningrad. We encountered that
same element of defense, both as a current
and long run justification when, in the
dramatic about-face under the Nazi-Soviet
pact of 1939, Russia pushed back its entire
frontier--from the Baltic to the Black Sea-while the Germans overran the lion's share
of Poland. The result was the short lived
Russian-German border as constituted after
the annexation of Bessarabia in 1940--only
to be sunk without trace in the summer of
1941 when, in turn, the Nazi invasion
ranged deep into Russian soil.

the prospect for durable peace--Soviet leaders have been blunt in their insistence that
once they have knocked out the Nazis on
what we call the Eastern Front, the lines
shall run again--and for keeps--substan-

tially where they ÿtood before the Nazi invasion of Russia in 1941.

I. BORDERLANDS TO THE WEST
OTHER ELEMENTS THAN SELF DEFENSE

enter into Soviet claims to these frontiers:
History, for one--a basis for determination
which hangs on how far back you go to
find the controlling interests. These elements will be clearer if the areas concerned
are separated into four categories:
1. Bessarabia.

2. Polish territory prior to the GermanRussian invasions of 1939.
3. Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania--the so-

called Baltic States.
4. Finnish territory prior to the Soviet invasion of 1939.
Bessarabia
THERE IS AN EASILY MAINTAINABLE ANAL-

ogy between the Russian attitude toward
Bessarabia and the traditional French
position toward Alsace. It can be argued
more than plausibly that Bessarabia and the
Ukraine are one, ethnologically.
The territory and peoples of this former
part of Tsarist Russia were taken over by

Rumania in 1919 while the Allies were
busy with other matters at Versailles. Rumanian sovereignty was recognized later
by Britain, France, and Italy as part of the
general rescrambling of boundaries in the
Balkans in which the Kremlin had no part
--this, notwithstanding the fact that Rumania had entered World War I late and
had made an earlier and separate peace
with the Reich.
Soviet Russia was not a party to these
arrangements and has consistently refused
recognition of Rumanian sovereignty over
Bessarabia. She regained temporary control
of this territory in 1940 without prior concurrence by Hitler.

Poland
WHEN, IN 1919, A NEW POLAND WAS
released by the treaty of Versailles, it was
hailed as one of the great master strokes
of healing and retribution issuing from
World War I. For almost a century and a
half, Poland had had no sovereignty as an
independent nation. Her domain had been
parcelled out to themselves in 1772 by Russia, Germany, and Austria.

Hitherto, through centuries of vicissitudes, her territory had frequently expanded
and contracted. Ethnological considerations
largely governed the new boundaries set in

1919 at Versailles. These had failed to
include vast estates of Polish landlords,

still in the hands of the Soviet proletariat
who, as peasants under the Tsar, had been
little more than serfs. Within a year after
the birth of the Polish republic, it entered
into an agreement with anti-Soviet factions
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in the Ukraine in the hope of at once
retrieving these lands and creating a buffer
state against Russia--to include Odessa and
the Donets basin. Poland had a powerful
friend in France, and Polish armies in the
spring of 1920 invaded Soviet Russia,
occupied Kiev and proceeded south.
Soviet forces were engrossed at the time
in suppressing counter revolutions headed

by Denikin and Kolchak. By June these
internal difficulties had lifted enough for
the Russians to counterattack, and drive on
Warsaw. When the Poles appealed to Lloyd
George for help, the British Prime Minister
directed them to withdraw 125 miles to
their "legitimate frontier."
Running from Grodno, through Bialystok,
Brest-Litovsk and Przemysl to the Carpathians, this "frontier" became known as the
Curzon Line after the British foreign secretary, who later addressed a note to Moscow
warning that the Allies would come to
Poland's aid if the Soviet forces crossed it.
On the other hand, our State Department made it clear that we looked with
disfavor on Poland's desire to annex large
areas that were ethnically Russian. The
Poles sued for an armistice; Soviet Russia
offered them a frontier more favorable than
the Curzon Line, and Lloyd George, who
pronounced the offer generous, urged
acceptance. (It is, of course, this so-called
Curzon Line which Moscow indicated, in
January 1944, that it would require as its
boundary with Poland.)
Meanwhile, the French had become
alarmed at the situation, and an interallied
commission, which was headed by the
French General Weygand, had been sent to
Poland. The French encouraged the Poles to
counterattack and, at the same time, recog-

nized the counter revolution of General
Wrangel in the Crimea. War weary, the
Soviet Union had neither the will nor
resources to resist further on the Polish
front. Weygand's strategy was brilliantly
successful and Poland absorbed vast
Russian areas through a treaty signed in
Riga on March 18, 1921.
These reached far east of the Curzon
Line and added approximately a half more
to what had been allotted Poland at
Versailles. Known as the Kresy, they gave
Poland an additional population of approximately 10,000,000, predominantly White
Russians and Ukrainians. The feeling then
current in the United States could not be
called friendly toward the USSR. Nevertheless, our State Department expressed
disapproval of the Riga Treaty and declined
to recognize its validity.
The manner in which Poland acquired
the Kresy from Soviet Russia is too often

,overlooked. It is germane to any attempt
to apply the Atlantic Charter here.
In the new partition of Poland between
Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany, the
Russians did not get back the identical
territory wrested from them twenty years
before. The population was not dissimilar
however, comprising 7,000,000 Ukrainians,
3,000,000 White Russians, something under
two million Poles, and one million Jews.

The Baltic States
ESTONIA, LATVIA, AND LITHUANIA HAD

been under Tsarist rule for more than a
century when, in 1917, they acquired their
independence with Russia in Revolution.

They lost it to the USSR in June 1940
at the time of the Nazi conquest of France.
Estonia and Latvia were regarded as within
the Soviet "sphere of influence." Not so,
Lithuania, and Hitler was more reluctant.

The position taken by the USSR was
originally that of military necessity. The
move would shorten by many leagues the
land border that it had to protect, do away
with potential bridgeheads to invasion, and
by the same token afford ports on the open
sea. At this last point its attitude was not
unlike that which later prompted the
United States to acquire naval bases on
British territory in the Caribbean--without,
however, any annexations on our part.

Moscow itself took steps to sanction
hers. The three Baltic states were merged
into the Soviet Union through the instrumentality of plebiscites--but as each of
them was held during Russian military
occupation, the voting has not been
accepted as final in the Western world.
The status of these states in the postwar
world raises altogether different problems
from those involved in the reabsorption of
Bessarabia or the partition of Poland. Historically, whether held subject by Germans,
Swedes or Russians, their schools and
languages had been suppressed, their traditions and customs kicked about. More
especially, their native population had been
for centuries under the yoke of German
landholders whose oppression continued
after the countries became Tsarist provinces

and who were dubbed the Tsar's Mamelukes.

Regardless of the age-old hostility of the
Baltic people toward these landlords, their
power was further perpetuated when at
Versailles the Allies asked the German
army to remain as a protection against

Bolshevism. The capacity shown by the
USSR in its treatment of racial and cultural
minorities may offer a better future to the
peasant population than the precarious
political freedom of the last twenty-two
years. It is not impossible that these peasant
states would voluntarily reaffirm the
plebiscites of 1940. Nothing was done thereafter by Soviet Russia to liquidate their
small landowners and merchants.

They were still overrun by the Nazis in
early February when the Supreme Soviet extended autonomy in military defense and

foreign policy to republics of the Soviet
Union. This new policy may indicate an ex-

panding self-dependence for the peoples of
these borderlands if by choice or compulsion they are again brought within the
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orbit of the USSR.
Nonetheless, these states have tasted independence; and the Baltic is a great bay
of the Atlantic (and its Charter). Ethnologically, there is no basis for their incorporation in the USSR. The Lithuanians,
Letts, and Esths are not Russians. Lithuania could look back to a time when her
southern frontiers extended to the Black
Sea. Neither Latvia nor Estonia had such
traditions as nations; but they had the concurrence of the Bolsheviks in taking advantage of the Tsar's overthrow in 1917
to shake themselves free. They, no less than
Lithuania and Finland, gained political independence on their own infiative--just as
we did in 1776. Without hesitation, Soviet
Russia renounced any rights of sovereignty
over all four states two years before the
reestablishment of Poland at Versailles.

HUNGARY
HUNGARY

Finland

YUGO- "ÿ
SLAVIA ,ÿ

RUMANIA

FINLAND HAD HUGGED ITS DREAM OF

liberty for six hundred years under the
Swedes and for one hundred years under
the Russians. Without sovereignty, the epic
of her Kalevala had nevertheless survived;
and her customs and culture defied suppression more successfully than was true
south of the Gulf of Finland. Quick to take

advantage of the fall of the Tsar and the
Bolshevik Revolution to proclaim their own
independence in December 1917, the Finns
have come to be regarded as an outpost of
Western civilization.
The definitive chronicle of the complicated relations since then between Soviet
Russia and the Finnish Republic has not
yet been written. Indeed these involve
cross currents that antedate the Finnish
Proclamation of Independence of December, 1917, which itself was a compromise
united on by a diet controlled by the
Social Democrats and a Senate controlled
by the bourgeoisie. By March of 1918 came
German intervention and the overthrow of
the new government through the joint
assistance of the pro-German Pehr Evind
Svinhufvud and the former Tsarist officer,
Carl Gustaf Emil yon Mannerheim, who is
of Swedish origin and could not then speak
the Finnish language. The Kaiser's brotherin-law, Prince Frederick Charles of Hesse,
was to occupy the Finnish throne. Only
the military collapse of Germany nine
months later saved Finland from becoming
a German principality.
After the ascendancy of Hitler in the
Reich, both Svinhufvud, who had served
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as president from 1931 to 1937, and General
Mannerheim continued to be influential
figures in Finland. Their activities entered
into the tensions with her powerful neighbor to the East that led up to the RussoFilmish war in December of 1939. This is
not to give an alibi to the Russian invasion
of Finland at that time; but to afford a
backdrop to the documented Russian
contention, two years later, that several

fully equipped German divisions were in
Finland in the spring of 1941, several
months before the Nazi invasion of Russia.
Since then, Finns and Nazis have collaborated on the northern front; but recur-

rently there have been rumors that a
Finnish-Soviet peace is brewing. Elements
of self-defense are again embedded in the
Russian claims to those parts of the
Karelian peninsula up from Leningrad, and
to the naval bases on the Finnish islands,
which Russia took over in 1940 after the
first Russo-Finnish war. There have been
few intimations, on the other hand, that
the USSR has designs of annexing Finland
along with the Baltic States. Rather, once
the Nazis are worsted, there are grounds
for anticipating treaty making along the
lines recently entered into between Soviet
Russia and Czechoslovakia.

II. SOVIET RUSSIA
EVEN SUCH A TELESCOPED CANVAS OF THE

their schemes of conquest, they, too, have

borderlands between Soviet Russia and
Central Europe brings out how inexact it
is to lump all these areas together--and
how other elements than Russian selfdefense are at stake. It would be equally
near-sighted to lump the Russian case, offhand, with that of the Axis powers. In

stressed defense and the needs of the "havenots," along with the virility and desirability of their own social orders as against
the decadence of democracy. The Axis
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tied such claims together with the bloody
string of might making right.
We are dealing with the most crucial

RUSSIA'S CHANGING WESTERN BORDERS
1914
Prior to World War I and the
Revolutions

1920

1921

New borderlands--had Poland
kept to the Curzon Line

north and south border on earth--spanning

the continent which has been central to
what we have called civilization. At this
frontier, in our time, the road to man-

kind's future comes to the forks. One fork
leads to a fortress in depth, reaching from

the Baltic to the Black Sea, behind which
Soviet Russia might defend herself against
all comers. The other fork leads to a frontier as unfortified as that which crosses
the American continent between Canada
and the United States, flanked on both
sides by common understanding and mutual security. Nor can the New World
escape its share of responsibility as to which
fork the peoples of the Old World take at
the war's end.

Two of the great aggressor nations which
have risen to power since Versailles have
their bases west of this border. When they
go down in defeat, what can we expect
from this new Slavic power which springs
from the East? Here, again, there is space
on my canvas for only swift strokes of a
people's history...

Civil War--to Isolation
THE $HORTLIVED KERENSKY REGIME FELL

in 1917 primarily because it had not heeded
the cry for "peace and bread." Lenin had
not only sensed the Russian people's desire

to be rid of the war in which they had
suffered heinously, but how this might be
used in canalizing the aims of the Revolution. The Bolsheviks, however, had soon
to reckon with dissident forces at home
and along their borders. Moreover the Allied Powers gave encouragement and active
assistance to Denikin, Kolchak, and
Wrangel in efforts to overthrow the Soviet
Union, and this was the source of an

abiding Soviet mistrust of the capitalist
world. The apprehension continued long
after the dangers from civil war had eased;
and, although the Kremlin grudged diverting both Soviet manpower and productive
capacity to preparedness for war, it recognized thereafter the necessity for building
up a system of military defense.
These suspicions were reciprocated by
Russia's former Allies, who felt they had
been let down when Soviet Russia quit the
war; and they were even more reciprocated

by capitalistic and democratic nations generally, once the Third International set out
to promote communism in foreign parts.

That heightened the isolation in which
Russia found herself, as illustrated by her
postwar treatment in Britain at the time of
the Zinoviev letter and by the long continued refusal of the United States as well
as Britain to have diplomatic relations with

the USSR. This fork in the road led to
self-sufficiency at home.
The other fork in the road--in a direction looking toward cooperation with other
nations--might still be there. But was the
colIaboration highway open to the USSR?
That was all the more dubious because of
the cordon sanitaire which the Allies had
fashioned at Versailles along Russia's new
western border. This border, made up of
areas we have been examining, was
charged, as we have seen, with new yearn-

ings for independence; but encrusted, also,
with old vested interests, from land to
church, resistant to the whole Russian
program.
Soviet isolationism was enhanced, mean-

while, by domestic developments--by Marxian dialectics and exuberant confidence in
the dictatorship of the proletariat, by an
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1941

Frontier gained by victorious
Poles in the treaty of Riga

Soviet-Nazi boundaries prior to
the invasion of Russia

absorbing interest in discovering themselves, in conquering illiteracy, and in
striking out on their own future, five years
at a stride.

From time to time in the years that
followed, there were serious border incidents directed against Russia which would
have precipitated a declaration of war from
any nation not firmly resolved against it.
For example, those involving Japan and
the Chinese Eastern Railway in 1929,
which splashed headlines across the front
pages in every capital. I was in Moscow at
the time; and when I questioned Soviet
officials, their instant reply was, "We cannot
afford to spend our resources in figbsjng."
But how to prevent it?
Collective Security--to Appeasement
IN 1934, SOVIET RUSSIA BECAME A MEM-

ber of the League of Nations and, notwithstanding repeated diplomatic snubs, Maxim
Litvinov was consistently to the fore in
advocating collective efforts to assure
peace.

Influenced by his Commissar of Foreign
Affairs, Stalin focused a shrewd but
sympathetic eye on the signpost marking
the collaboration highway. He was aware
that the Soviet battle for survival had
never involved any necessity for territorial
aggrandizement. The internal problems of
industrialization and collectivization were
well past the blueprint stage and were
developing successfully. The Trotsky issue
had subsided below the danger point.
Despite the purges in the mid-Thirties, the
Russian people achieved a unity six years
later which was to astound their allies no
less than their enemies. The chief obstacle
to their fuller enjoyment of the material

fruits of increased production was the
necessity for diverting so large a portion of

their productive energy to building and
maintaining a military establishment.
Accordingly there was no voice, in or out
of the League of Nations, raised more
insistently than Litvinov's for measures
looking toward general disarmament.

Following the official resumption of
diplomatic relations between the United
States and Russia in 1933, there were
justifiable expectations of a practical evolution toward a permanent world peace. The
most influential of the nonpredatory
nations--France, Britain, Russia, and the

United States--seemed to be drawing
closer together.

Hitler's rise to power changed this situation. Germany's principal neighbors to the
east and west viewed it with acute apprehension. Hitler's intentions toward Russia
had been blatantly disclosed long since in
Mein Kampf Now, with Hitler's approval,
yon Ribbentrop courted England and
reviled the Soviets. Meanwhile, the repudiation of Anthony Eden by Britain over
Mussolini's depredations in Africa; the
vacillation of French as well as British

This, as I see it, can be explained only on
the basis of an inadequate appraisal of
Russian military potentials. The effect was
to make the Kremlin a free agent to
compete with Downing Street and the
Quai d'Orsay in appeasing Hitler. Subsequent events indicated that Stalin expected
Chamberlain and Daladier to persist in
their own policy of appeasement. What he
did not anticipate was that the force of

public opinion in Britain would not permit
another Munich. The declaration of war
against Germany by the Allies in September, 1939, struck Moscow as a thunderbolt.
There were other thunderbolts: First the
Nazi-Soviet pact the previous month; later
the inevitable German-Russian break, and

WE CAN WELL BELIEVE THAT FROM THE DAY

the Nazis marched into Poland on September 1, 1939, to the day they marched onto
Russia's own soil on June 22, 1941, the
Soviet Union endeavored to take advantage
of Hitler's preoccupation with his immediate adversaries to extend her western de-

fenses. Her acquisitions along the western
border can be construed as an effort to con-

the culminating appeasement of Hitler at
Munich, effectively blocked the collaboration road. In Russia, this resulted in the
replacement of Litvinov by Molotov, and
the Kremlin reverted to the policy of
suspicious isolation of the Twenties--with
these major differences:

vert the cordon sanitaire, which had been
set up against Russia at Versailles, into a
cordon sanitaire for her own protection.
But two can play at that game, as Hitler
showed when his divisions rolled forward
and erased these Soviet gains. This was
demonstrated afresh, from another angle,
when in 1942 there were indications of a
revival in London and in Washington of
proposals to set up another cordon sanitaire
in Europe against Russia along the old
lines. These ominous murmurings of a

WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HITLER'S

leadership in the Reich, the USSR had set
herself seriously to the grim task of preparing to meet an attack on her western

group of "old order states," and "vested in-

frontiers. Moreover, Soviet Russia was to

terests," were recognized as a serious threat

out-appease Britain and France before she
got through. The Chamberlain government, for example, cherished to the end
the expectation of being able to preserve
"peare in our time." Stalin's policy toward
Hitler may be said to have differed from

to United Nations unity. They had their
counterpart in a similar backward looking
cult in Russia, which wanted to set up in
turn a buffer against western imperialism
and capitalism.
The declaration at Moscow by the United
Nations--by Great Britain, the Soviet
Union, and the United States in November,
1943--"That their united action, pledged
for the prosecution of the war against their
common enemies, will be continued for
the organization and maintenance of peace
and security" was in itself heartening assurance that these mutual suspicions had
been recognized and so could be outflanked.

that of Chamberlain (or of Daladier) principally in limiting its hope to postponement
--rather than to ultimate avoidance of the
clash. British military power grew less in
comparison with that of Germany, so long
as Chamberlain's appeasement entailed a
continuance of a peacetime economy. The
Kremlin's control of industry, through
which it could effectively direct the country's resources into equipment for war,

gave Stalin a chance to use for preparedness the time he bought by appeasement.
By the spring of 1939, the Nazis had repudiated Munich and marched into Czechoslovakia. All the indications were that
Soviet Russia would be forced to defend
her western frontier against Germany.
Whether she could count on help from
England and France was shrouded in their
protracted negotiations at Moscow which
did not get anywhere. Then came the unexpected joint guarantee given to Poland
by France and Britain without a simultaneous commitment from Russia.

These become our present concern.

III. WHERE THE TWO ROADS LEAD

policy in the Spanish crisis; followed by

Appeasement--to War

the Nazi invasion of Russia in 1941.
In the interval, with Russia short-clrcuited, Hitler had smashed France as a
counterweight. Moscow has since clamored
for a second front to take her place. It is
not my purpose to assess the Kremlin's
course, either as power politics or as an
extension of its policy of appeasement--to
gain time. History has been writing that
sort of critique for two years in Russian
blood and tears and ruins, and then in her
amazing military rebound; in the instant
recognition by Churchill and Roosevelt of
a new and courageous ally; in lend-lease;
in the conferences between East and West
which augur a new unity in war and peace.

Stalin and Clemenceau
WHAT WE MUST NOT FORGET IS THAT THE

consistent policy of the USSR, prior to the
Nazi invasion, was to stand alone, distrust
alliances, and rely entirely on her own
strength. Riga, Hango, and Kishenev were
regarded as necessary for that purpose. The
Finnish War, and the non-aggression pact

with Yugoslavia in April 1941, were both
clearly related to it. Back of these, there
was the traditional hankering (inherited
from Tsarist Russia) for the Bosporus as
well as the desire for ice free ports in the
Baltic.

Patently, here we are dealing with a
foreign policy characteristic of all nations
that try to live in a balance-of-power world.
If Russia cannot obtain other kinds of national safety, we are likely to have from
the USSR, at the conclusion of World War
II, a reincarnation of Clemenceau's policy
for France after World War I.
There are, in truth, striking similarities
between the two: the same search for se-

curity against war, the same insistence on
reliable assurances from her Allies as precedent to decisions on disarmament. From
the Soviet standpoint, the abandonment by
Stalin of what Russia regards as territorial
requirements for adequate defense of her
western borders would constitute the equivalent of substantial disarmament.
In 1919, France stood at the fork of much
the same road that faces Russia and the rest
of the world today. "The Tiger" wanted
security, either a guarantee backed by both
England and the United States or safety in
a balance-of-power Europe. If the collec-
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tive security road which the League of
Nations only half assured was closed, Germany, to his mind, must be rendered impotent and kept so.
The allies of France did not permit her
to travel either of these roads. Instead, they
proceeded along what Clemenceau be-

Where Hitler's army broke its body and spirit. The end of his linemStalingradregistered the inner strength of the Soviets and Russia's prestige of blood.
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lieved to be a blind alley and he correctly
prophesied this could only pave the way
to the doom of France. Clemenceau knew
that his country would not be able to stand
alone without adequate British support in
a balance-of-power Europe.

Common Interests
THE PHYSICAL CHANGES IN WARFARE,

which have so drastically altered the emphasis from land to naval and then to air
defense, have increased the difficulties of
maintaining peace through such traditional
balance-of-power politics. (They also hold
out the hope that collective security has
at long last an effective leverage in the air
arm.) Prior to the conference of the foreign secretaries in Moscow, discussion of
boundaries revolved about security in the
event of future wars. The inevitability of
the "next war" was accepted by many as

(Continued on page 93)

WHAT MAKES THE RUSSIAN SOLDIER FIGHT

that way? Some say it is his Russian patriotism, his sacred duty to the Motherland.
Others tell you it is communism--his devotion to the ideal of international socialism. Another answer is that the war has
brought about a revival of Russian nationism; that it is the government's modification
of communism and its emphasis on the past
glory of Russian arms, on the tradition of
Kutuzov and Suvorov, that make the sol-

dier fight.
There is some truth in all those explanations, but first of all the Russian fights
magnificently because he is defending his
home against an unprovoked invasion,
against an enemy who has devastated his
soil, defiled it, drenched it in blood. I have
talked to scores of Russian soldiers from
Stalingrad to Rzhev, and I know the wrath
that animates them to wipe out the evil

which separates them from their hearts'
desire ÿ their homes, their parents, their
wives and children, or their sweethearts-from their careers and useful work, from
kindliness and laughter among good comrades. The very simplicity of their cause
is its strength. It explains the selfless heroism which is commonplace at the front, as
well as the uncomplaining patience and
fortitude with which women and young
people have driven themselves at terrific
pace to accomplish their work of support

did the Nazis attack us? They saw us leading a good life; they envied us, and wanted
our land and our factories. For bandits like
these we have an answer." He held up his
good arm; doubled his one fist. "We will
destroy them--utterly destroy them. That's
what every Russian soldier wants to tell the
Germans !"

Russia's Inner Strength
BUT SOMEONE HAD TO ORGANIZE THIS

wrath, direct it, arm it, lead it. And that
someone in the case of Russia was the com-

at the rear.

I remember a youth on a collective farm
who had been discharged from the front
after losing an arm. After he had told me
of his experiences, I asked him what Russia wanted to do with Germany after the
war.

"This is what I think," he said. "We had
no quarrel with Germany, did we? Why
29

munist. Without him, without the Communist Party and the achievements of the
Five-Year Plans, all Russia's patriotism
might not have been enough. The Red
Army and its victories were made possible
by the Soviet system, the leadership of the
Communist Party, and the wisdom of its
chief mentors.

