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Foreword
"The friend of victory will build bridges, and not dig ditches, between those
who are fighting with him on the same side."
--Ralph Barton Perry, Our Side Is Right.

WHY THESE TEN ALLIES AND THEIR

t

t

GOVERNMENTS ARE So IMPORTANT
Of the United Nations who are fighting today against the Axis, ten are victims
of occupation.
As before the war--and as throughout their countries' histories--these ten

Allies and their Governments represent .different races, different languages, different customs, and different traditions. But their importance as a group in the
United Nations effort is distinguished by these facts:
1. Although deprived of their homelands they fight on by our side.
2. As the legal representatives of occupied countries these ten Allies and their
Governments are waging war behind the enemy lines in addition to their military
contributions to the Allied armies fighting in the open.
They are links to a vast underground force whose strength is difficult to
measure, but which is of vast importance to the Allied cause now and will be
vital at the time of invasion.
And as the recognized representatives of their peoples, they are important in
preparations for provisional postwar settlement and reconstruction.

,I

THE PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT
The purpose of this report is to set forth basic facts on the organization and
activities of these ten Allies and their Governments: Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
France, Greece, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, The Philippines, Poland,
and Yugoslavia.
How valuable each of them is to the entire structure of the United Nations'
war effort, Herr Goebbels has indicated in his arduous attempts to split them.
Each of them is the recognized symbol of a people who await only the right
moment to rise against their conquerors.

Each of them represents men fighting beside our men in the field of action.
.

i

Each of them left its native soil for one high purpose, to keep alive the spirit,
the indefinable something which is a nation.
Indeed, these ten Allies are powerful forces among the many needed to defeat
the Axis. Yet how often we read in the press, or hear on the radio, e)cactly the
comments about them which Herr Goebbels would most like to spread . . .
--Criticism that they fail to represent their peoples, even thbugh the people
themselves through constant underground activities, continually reaffirm their
faith and hope in them.
--Criticism that they fail to support the Allied war effort . . . even though
upward of a million men from the occupied countries now fight side by side
on Allied fronts . . .

Propaganda such as this can thrive only on ignorance or lack of information.
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It is, then, to supply a clear and factual picture of these ten Allies in action
that this booklet is designed. To simplify the picture a list of questions has been
drawn up which might well be asked by any American citizen.
These are the questions:
1. Do these Governments represent their countries?
2. To what extent did they offer resistance at the time of invasion?
3. What military contributions are these Allies and their Governments making to the war effort of the United Nations?
4. Do these Governments aid the Underground? Are they in contact with
these movements?

5. Are they raising money from their own nationals to carry on their activities? What is their economic standing?
6. In what way do these Governments work together in co-operation?

BELGIUM
Area and Population
Area: 11,755 square miles (Congo Colony: 900,000 square miles)
Population: 8,386,553 (1939 estimate) (Congo Colony: 15,000,000)

Form of Government"
According to the Constitution of 1831, Belgium is a "constitutional representative monarchy." The executive power is vested in the King and Cabinet and the
legislative power in Parliament. The present Cabinet, representing all principal
parties in Belgium, was constituted on January 5, 1940.

Personnel of Government
Prime Minister, Minister for National Defense .................. Hubert Pierlot

Within Belgium itself, the London Government has the full support and confidence of the Belgian people as shown by the comments of numerous underground
papers.

This is best expressed in the following extract from an underground Belgian
newspaper, L'Espoir, recently smuggled from the homeland.
• In discussing the necessity not only of sweeping Belgium free of German
oppression, but also the necessity for establishing a free and democratic Belgium
in the future, L'Espoir says in this connection: "We believe that the sole legislative representative of our nation is the Belgian Government in London.
"This is because it was constituted in a regular manner when all our institutions
were functioning normally.
"This is because it continues the struggle against the aggressor and is using to
this end all the resources that escaped seizure by the occupying forces.
"This is because it is the only power free to defend the interests of Belgium
in world planning. This will be so at the time of liberation because it will have
concluded agreements destined to reestablish as soon as possible a normal life."

2. To what extent did the Belgian Government offer resist.
ance at the time of invasion?
At the time of invasion the Belgian Army constituted a combined force the
military value of which was undeniable but which showed the same defect as the
British and French Armies, namely, a deficiency in tanks, fighter planes, and antiaircraft batteries. Despite this handicap the Belgian Army fought for three weeks,
retreating only when ordered to do so by the French Commander-in-Chief of the
Allied Armies. In the last stage of the battle of Flanders it still managed to fight
a delaying action in order to enable the British to organize the Dunkirk evacuation. Events which followed are described by M. Gutt, Belgian Minister of Finance:
"On May 28th, after a brave fight side by side with the gallant Expeditionary
Force, the Belgian Army, encircled and without any possible line of retreat, with
its food and ammunition nearly exhausted, was forced to capitulate."

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Refugees and Militia .............. Paul Henri Spaak
Minister of Finances and Economic Affairs ...................... Camille Gutt
Minister for Colonies and Education .................. Albert De Vleeschauwer
Minister of Justice and Information
Minister of Interior Affairs

........................

.............................

Antoine Delfosse

August de Schryver

Minister of Public Works and Communications .............. Auguste Balthazar
Undersecretary for Education ................................. Julius Hoste
"Undersecretary for Labor and Refugees ...................... Gustave Joassart

1. Does the Belgian Government represent its country?

3. What military contribution is the Belgian Government
making to the United Nations war effort?
Of the Belgian army that gallantly resisted the invasion of the Germans until
a tragic lack of mechanized equipment forced its downfall several thousand
escaped with the British from Dunkirk. Later men from the occupied territory
escaped to join the Belgian forces in Britain.
The Belgian Army reorganized in Great Britain consists, in addition to infantry
battalions and artillery units, of motorized troops, parachutists, and commandos.
Likewise, a Belgian section has been formed in the British Navy, and Belgian airmen have taken part in R.A.F. operations ever since the beginning of the Battle
of Great Britain in July, 1940 and have distinguished themselves in the Tunisian

As mentioned above, the Government is composed of ministers who before
May, 1940 had received in Free Belgium the confidence of the legislative assemblies
and had been appointed by the king.
On the day of the invasion, it was given a mandate by both houses to resist
and continue the war until victory. Later, in France, both Houses, acting on a
clause of the Belgian Constitution which provides that when the King is unable
to rule his powers are taken over by the Government, confirmed the mandate to
prosecute the war until the national territory is liberated.
The present Government includes representatives of the three great traditional
political partiesnCatholic, Socialist, and Liberalnand as such is truly a government of national unity.

In addition to the distinguished activity of the aviators with the Royal Air
Force (a Belgian pilot was the first Allied airman to be promoted to the rank of
Wing-Commander) many Belgian troopsÿartillery and infantry--are today guarding strategic sections of Great Britain.
In addition Belgian classes from 1925 to 1941 have been called to service from
all over the world, and are being trained in Belgian camps in Canada and England.
Important Belgian contingents are in the Middle East. A modern, well-equipped
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campaign.

Colonial Army defends the Colonies, which themselves are making invaluable
contributions of materials to the Allies, including tin, copper, lead, rubber, manganese, radium, and 85 % of the world's supply of industrial diamonds.
The Belgian colonial force, 90,000 strong, took active part in the Abyssinian
campaign and defeated superior Italian units in a number of important engagements. The Belgians took 20,000 prisoners of war in that campaign, including
nine generals.

The entire Belgian Merchant Marine was requisitioned in May, 1940 by the
Belgian Government and placed in the service of the Allies. At that time, the
fleet consisted of 400,000 tons; while nearly 60% of this total tonnage has been
sunk in action, a considerable part of this tonnage has been since replaced. Approximately 2,000 Belgian seamen are serving with this fleet. Some one hundred Belgian
fishing boats are now minesweepers, while Belgian corvettes are carrying out convoy duties.

4. Does the Belgian Government aid the underground in
Europe? Is it in touch with this movement?
The London Government is in constant contact with the underground resistance in Belgium. A Belgian national service has been inaugurated over the British
Broadcasting Corporation transmitters to broadcast "more precise and official
instructions" to Belgians in the occupied homeland, 'ÿbecause the hour of deliverance is rapidly approaching." In this connection the writer of a letter smuggled
out of Belgium says: "We are obviously relying a great, deal on the foreign radio,
to which we listen secretly, and tell our friends the news. This is a great moral
help." In addition, the Belgian Government has set up a powerful independent
radio station in the Belgian Congo which rebroadcasts to occupied Belgium news
and comments from its London and New York offices.
While the Belgian Government in London and its colonies are working hard
and fast to help the common cause, the overwhelming majority of the people in
Belgium "are going slow" and doing everything possible to hinder the Nazi cause.
The number of secret newspapers disseminated in occupied Belgium has
increased from 78 in 1941 to 202 in 1943. Their total circulation has reached
more than one-half million copies. Chief among these is the famous La Libre
Bdgique, published originally during the First World War and now continuing
its publication of 40,000 copies in spite of every attempt of the Nazi agents to

5. What is the economic standing of the Belgian Government?
The Belgian Government in Great Britain possesses considerable resources.
Its annual budget amounts to about 40 million dollars. The Government pays
all equipment and training expenses of the Belgian forces in Great Britain. The
Congo colony bears in the same way the cost of its own colonial army. The cost
of maintaining and housing the Belgian refugees in Great Britain is also borne by
the Belgian Government. During the years 1941 and 1942 the Belgian Government made a gift of $400,000 to Great Britain for the purchase of Spitfires, while
the population of the Belgian Congo contributed $1,000,000 for the same purpose. The Belgian government pays cash for all expenses and supplies. In a difficult
moment for Great Britain, the Belgians were able to lend her 105 million dollars
in gold.
Possibly Belgium's greatest contribution to the Allied War effort is the production of its prosperous colonies, especially the Belgian Congo.
The mineral and vegetable wealth of the Congo is immense and makes this
colony not only the richest in Africa but also one of the most important in the
world for the war effort of the United Nations.
The Belgian Congo is a veritable reservoir of materials and minerals that are
vital for the Allied war effort, and under the war urgency its production has been
vastly increased. Tin, copper and lead and a series of so-called strategic materials
are already produced in large quantities and efforts are being made to increase the
territory's production of natural rubber.
The Belgian Congo produces 85 % of the world's supply of industrial diamonds,
esslntial to machine tools needed in the manufacture of armaments; cobalt, a
valuable catalytic agent; and 95% of the world production of radium, with its
many medical and scientific applications.
In addition to its actual economic contributions, the Belgian Congo occupies
a key position in the Allied trans-African supply route. It is defended by a Belgian
Army consisting of natives famous for their fighting qualities, equipped with
thoroughly modern weapons, and commanded by Belgian officers.
Thanks to the rich and varied resources of the Congo, including its output of
gold, silver and platinum, the Belgians' activity is financially supported. The forces
in the Congo are financed locally, while the Belgian Government in London and
the Belgian military forces fighting with the Allies are supported out of the
sterling and dollar surplus of the Congo and the Belgian gold holdings.

suppress it.

6. In what way does the Belgian Government co-operate

Acts of sabotage against the properties and installations of the German army
are more frequent during the present occupation of Belgium than during any
time of the previous war. High tension power lines, railway lines and locomotives,
bridges and highways are constantly demolished by explosives. German military
grain and fodder depots are destroyed by fire. It was recently reported by a neutral
news agency that "sabotage and arson have gutted the largest metallurgical plant
in Belgium manufacturing machine tools and arms for Germany."

with other United Nations Governments?

The thousands of Belgian patriots executed for the Nazis since the war began
is testimony of the fierce resistance they have offered to oppression.
While these Belgian patriots continually express their loyalty to the Government in London, they do not die simply in order to keep its ministers in office.
They die that Belgium, which means its institutions, its laws, its moral and intellectual personality, may survive. Between these men and the exiled government
there is a solemn solidarity.
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As an official Belgian publication says: "The present war is demonstrating
the close solidarity of the European nations. After this war the Belgian people
will be more united than ever before." In the homeland, as within the London
Government, political differences have been fused into a common hatred of the
enemy. Contributing to United Nations solidarity, military or economic agreements have been signed with at least five of the other European Governments in
London as well as with Britain, the U.S.A., and several British Dominions.
The Belgian Government also has joined the other United Nations in various
declarations: Declaration of the United Nations (January 1, 1942), Resolution
of Allied Governments (June 12, 1941), Allied Conference on German War
Crimes (January 13, 1942), Declaration of Adherence to the Atlantic Charter
and Postwar Collaboration (September 24, 1941).
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Minister of the Interior also entrusted with the direction of affairs

Area and Population

concerning the Ministry of Education
Minister of Finance

Area (in 1938): 54,244 square miles

Minister of National Defense

Population (in 1938) : 15,250,000

Juraj Slavik

Ladislav Feierabend

...................................

Sergej Ingr

Minister of Agriculture also entrusted with the direction of affairs
concerning the Ministry of Public Works

Form of Government

Minister of Justice

Czechoslovakia is a Republic whose Chamber of Deputies, and Senate are
elected by popular vote while the President is elected by the National Assembly
(Chamber and Senate united). Its constitution is modeled fairly close on that of
the French Republic and that of the United States. The present President is
Dr. Edvard Benes, who succeeded the beloved Thomas G. Masaryk, his friend and
co-founder of the Republic, in 1935. Following the Munich agreement which partitioned Czechoslovakia and made the remaining sections Hitler pawns, Dr. Benes,
who had continuously battled the Hitler encroachments resigned and went first
to London, and then to the United States, the better to serve what he believed were
the best interests of his country. His judgment was proved correct when Hitler
occupied the Munich-defined .....
Czecho-Slovakla in March 1939. And he was ready
when war broke out the next September to form the National Czechoslovak
Council in Paris, consisting of five Czech and three Slovak members. The first act
of
this Council
to declare
presidential
successor
Hacha's
to
"place
the fatewas
of the
Czech his
people..,
trustingly
in the Emil
hands
of theagreement
Fuhrer" null

......................

......................................

Jan Lichner

Jaroslav Stransky

Minster of Social Welfare also entrusted with the direction of affairs
concerning the Ministry of Public Health and Physical Culture .... Jan Becko
Minister of Economic Reconstruction also entrusted with the direction of the Ministry of Industry and Trade ............... Frantisek Nemec

Minister of State entrusted with the direction of the Information
Service in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ................... Hubert Ripka

Minister of State in the Ministry of National Defense ............. Rudolf Viest

1. Does the Czechoslovak Government represent its country?
The Czechoslovaks realize their only hope is in the accomplishment of the
Czechoslovak Government in London. The Hacha Government in Prague is representative only of Hitler and his hangmen.

2. To what extent did the Czechoslovak Government offer

and void.
In November 1939 the head of the French Government recognized this Council
as "qualified to represent the Czechoslovak people." On the collapse of France in
June 1940 the Council moved to London where the Government of Great Britain,
followed by its Dominions, recognized the "provisional Government of Czechoslovakia as established by the Czechoslovak National Council." On July 18, 1941
Great Britain recognized the Czechoslovak Provisional Government 'as the legal
Government of the Czechoslovak Republic. The same day a Soviet-Czechoslovak
agreement was signed by the Soviet Ambassador in Londom Shortly afterwards
the United States extended diplomatic recognition to the Provisional Government
of Czechoslovakia in London, later in October 1942 widening this to complete
legal and diplomatic recognition.
The Czechoslovak Government as eventually reconstituted consists of a State
Council of not more than fifty members, appointed by the President for the term
of one year. This Council serves as a Parliament, controlling finances and acting
in an advisory capacity. Members of the Cabinet are ex-officlo members of the
Council but have no vote therein. The original National Council or Committee
is now the Cabinet. In addition, in February 1942 the Czechoslovak Legal Council
of five members was established. This Council acts as a supreme court in considering appeals of citizens against the government, passes on the legality of government decrees and advises on future legislation. On December 4, 1942, the term
of office of President Benes was extended by the Council until such time as a new
election in the homeland is possible.

Personnel of Government
President of the Czechoslovak Republic ..................... Dr. Edvard Benes
..............................................

Jan Sramek

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs ............... Jan Masaryk

[8]

resistance at the time of invasion?
No head of any state allied in the United Nations cause can be said to have
opposed longer or more wholeheartedly than Edvard Benes the attempt of Hitler
to rule Europe and the world. In 1935, his pact of mutual assistance with Russia
exposed the Republic to German wrath. In September 1938 Herr Goebbels was
concentrating his propaganda lies on Benes. Hitler's speech of February 20, 1938
promising "protection" to German minorities was answered firmly by the Czechoslovak Government, which stated that Czechoslovakia would defend itself against
outside interference. Hitler's success in using Henlein, his Sudeten German troublemaker to create the German-Czchoslovak crisis of September 1939, led eventually
to the Munich Conference with its partition of the Republic.
It was only natural when war was declared in September 1939 that the
Czechoslovaks, intent on forming under Benes's leadership an independent army
to battle the Germans, should make every possible effort in organizing it. The
agreement between the Allied War Council and Benes and his fellow members of
the Czechoslovak National Council in October 1939 made that army otficial. Not
only did it fight with the French and English against the Germans, but succeeded
on the collapse of France in getting to England where it could prepare to fight
again.

3. What contribution is this Government making to the
United Nations War effort?
Czechoslovak soldiers have helped battle rhe Germans on the Russian front.

The thousand Czechoslovak flyers with the Royal Air Force helped win the Battle

The Czechoslovak Government in London:
Prime Minister

........................

...................................

of Britain. The original Czechoslovak Army which the Government aided in forming fought first alongside the Poles, then the French, and now is part of the
English as well as the Russian Army. The Czechoslovak Government has a proud
record in the military contribution it has helped its countrymen make to the
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Allied cause, starting with the mobilization order for all Czechoslovak citizens
in free countries in 1939.
But equally important is the work the Czechoslovak Government has done in
bringing the engineering skill, the manufacturing talents of the Czechoslovaks
to the aid of British war production. Aided by their Government in London,
experts from the Great Skoda works at Pilsen, from the Vilkovice foundries, and
the Bren gun factories, have contributed their trade secrets and trade skills to
British manufacturers. Some have even put their own capital into plants of their
own, where British labor had been happy to take advantage of their knowledge
and to work with and for them. To help these countrymen escape from the homeland, and to start life anew as part of the British war effort has been in itself a
considerable accomplishment for the Czechoslovak Government, particularly as
their numbers run into the thousands. Groups of Czechoslovak engineers are in
Ethiopia supplying munitions for the Allied Middle East Armies.

6. In what way does the Czechoslovak Government co-

operate with other United Nations Governments?
i

,t

4. Does the Czechoslovak Government aid the Underground
in Europe? Is it in contact with these movements?

It has repeatedly allied itself with both the activities and aims of the other
United Nations Governments, from placing troops in the field to subscribing to the
principles of the Atlantic Charter.
The official acts of the Czechoslovak Government have been of three kinds:
(1) a series of agreements and treaties with other United Nations Governments
recognizing this as a legal and truly representative Government of the Republic
of Czechoslovakia; (2) agreement abolishing the terms of the Munich Pact, particularly as they might affect postwar frontiers; (3) co-operation with other
United Nations Governments in various important activities from mutual declarations of war against the Axis to postwar reconstruction planning.
The Czechoslovak Government has joined the other Allied Governments-inExile in the following declarations: Declaration of the United Nations (January 1,
1942), Resolution of Allied Governments (June 12, 1941 ), Allied Conferences on
German War Crimes (January 13, 1942), Declaration of Adherence to the Atlantic
Charter and Postwar Collaboration (September 24, 1941).

FRANCE

It was President Benes who labeled the undergrounds of Europe the "third
front," and Czechoslovakia has one of the most active third fronts. The story
of Lidice is at once a vivid example of German bestiality and of German fear
of what the Czechoslovaks in the homeland have continuously done to wreck the

Area and Population
Area: 212,660 square miles.
Population: 41,834,000.

Germans' plans.

The United Press reports "25 more Czechs executed by the Nazis for high

Overseas territories--Area: 4,687,000 square miles.

treason, storing guns or stealing oil, gasoline and food from trains."

Population: 70,000,000

The Chicago Sun reports "scores of Czech workers deported to Germany have
been executed for sabotage committed in Nazi war factories."

Form of Government

The Czechoslovak Press Bureau in London reports that "a guard has been
stationed at every fifth machine in the Skoda works at Pilsen."
Just three brief reports of the kind which bear daily witness in the free nations
press to the continuous resistance of the Czechoslovak people to their would-be
rulers. Czechoslovakian workers' slowdowns have cut production in the Skoda
works as much as forty percent. Acts of sabotage have only increased with-German reprisals.

i

L

And all of this has been closely linked with the operation of the legal Government of Czechoslovakia. The Nazis last December moved relatives of President
Benes to a concentration camp where the Nazis threatened them with a "still
harder fate if Czech exiles in London persist in inciting sabotage against the Reich."

M. Laval as Vice-Premier.

5. What is the economic standing of the Czechoslovak
Government?

i

"The gold reserve of the Czechoslovak National Bank was deposited to the
order of the Bank of International Settlements, Basle, with the Bank of England,
but a considerable part of this reserve, by virtue of pressure from German authorities, was put at disposal of the Deutches Reichsbank before war broke out on
September 1, 1939. The balance in London forms the basis upon which Great
Britain extends credit to the Czechoslovak Government. Income is also received
from voluntary contributions of Czechoslovaks in America and all over the world."
Lucy M. Sayre, Freedom in Exile
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In 1940, 21 years after playing the leading part in defeating the Central Powers
in World War I, France fell victim to the overwhelming blows of Germany's
motorized armies. The Reynaud Cabinet, profoundly shaken by France's desperate
military situation, and on the plea of Marshal P&ain as Vice-Premier and the indirect pressure of Pierre Laval, agreed by the slender majority of 13 votes to 11 to
negotiate for an armistice which was signed at Compiÿgne on June 22, 1940. Meanwhile, a new government had been formed with Marshal P&ain as Premier and
By the terms of the armistice, France was disarmed both militarily and
economically; two thirds of the territory came under German control, while the
remaining territory, with Vichy as its capital, was to be maintained as an apparently independent country. In reality, however, the Armistice Commission at
Wiesbaden effectively controlled this part of France also.
On July 10, 1940, Pierre Laval, acting on behalf of Marshal P&ain, obtained
the approval by the National Assembly gathered in Vichy of "amendments" to
the French Constitution vesting absolute power in Marshal P&ain as Chief of
State. Pierre Laval became Premier. The very name of Republic erased from public
buildings and public documents. (The French Constitution denies the National
Assembly power to pass constitutional amendments affecting "the republican form
of government.")

However, not all Frenchmen had submitted to the capitulation. General Charles
de Gaulle, Under-Secretary of State for National Defense in the Reynaud Cabinet,
left Bordeaux on June 16, 1940, and flew to England. On June 18 he broadcast
iris historic appeal to all Frenchmen: "France has lost a battler But France has

[11]

not lost the war .... That is why I ask all Frenchmen wherever they may be, to
unite with me in action, in sacrifice, and in hope." Free French fighting forces were
regrouped. Important sections of the French Empire rallied to the Lorraine Cross,
the emblem of Fighting France: French Equatorial Africa and the Cameroons, New
Caledonia in the Pacific, St. Pierre and Miquelon. To these were added as a result
of military action, Somaliland, Syria, Lebanon, and Madagascar and Rÿunion, both
in the Indian Ocean. In total area these possessions cover 1,385,996 square miles

with a total population of 10,451,000.
In a letter addressed to General de Gaulle on August 7, 1940, Prime Minister
Churchill stated that the General was recognized by the British Government as
"leader of all Free Frenchmen wherever they may be who rally to you in support of
the Allied cause." On September 24, 1941, a French National Committee was
constituted in London. The British Government ordered that it would consider
this Committee as representing all Free Frenchmen, and that it was ready to deal
with the committee.for all questions relating to the Free French movement and to
the French overseas territories which accepted its authority. Similar recognition
was granted by the Allied Governments in London and also the Governments of
Cuba, Egypt, Iran, Haiti, the Union of South Africa, New Zealand, and Australia.
The French National Committee was recognized by the Government of the U.S.S.R.
in September, 1942, as representing "in respect to the Government of the U.S.S.R.

French interests, especially as they are affected by the pursuit of t.he war."
The Government of the United States extended to Fighting France the benefit
of Lend-Lease and recognized the authority of the French National Committee over
the Free French territories in the Pacific and in Africa. (March 2, 1942, and April
4, 1942.) Finally, on July 9, 1942, the United States Government decided to
appoint "representatives to consult with the French National Committee in London
in all matters pertaining to the conduct of the war."
On November 8, 1942, American and British forces landed in North Africa.
Through negotiations with Admiral Darlan the resistance of French troops under
Vichy orders ceased, and their co-operation against the Axis was secured. On
November 19, Admiral Darlan assumed the position of High Commissioner of
North Africa in agreement with the Allied authorities. On December 2, Admiral
Darlan constituted an Imperial Council consisting of colonial governors and military
chiefs. On December 7, Governor General Boisson agreed that the territories of
French West Africa would co-operate with the United Nations. Following the
assassination of Darlan on December 24, the Imperial Council appointed General
Giraud as his successor. On February 5, 1943, General Giraud replaced tÿie
Imperial Council by a War Council and changed his own title of High Commissioner into Civil and Military Commander-in-Chief.
After the military situation in North Africa had improved, negotiations were
initiated at the end of December with a view to bringing unity between the
French National Committee in London and the War Council in Algiers. On
April 14 broad unity of purpose was attained by General de Gaulle and General
Giraud on the basis of the repudiation of the Armistice and the restoration of the
laws of the Third Republic. On June 4, 1943, the French Committee of National
Liberation was formed in Algiers.
I

Personnel of the Committee
Co-Chairmen ............ General Charles de Gaulle and General Henri Giraud
Foreign Affairs

............................................

Production and Commerce
Labor and Social Affairs

...............................

Renÿ Massigli
Andrÿ Diethelm

....................................
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Adrien Tixier

Colonies

..................................................

Rent Pleven

Interior (Dir. Underground Organization in Metropolitan France) . . . Andr6 Philip
Coordination of Moslem Affairs .................... General Georges Catroux
Public Health

........................................

Communications and Merchant Marine
Finance

.......................................

Dr. Jules Abadie

..........................

Rent Meyer

Maurice Couve de Murville

Armament, Supply and Reconstruction ......................... Jean Monnet
Information

.......................

Without Portfolio

-

.....................

...............................

Henri Bonnet

General Alphonse Georges

1. Does the French Committee of National Liberation represent France?
The French Committee of National Liberation is not a Government nor does it
claim to be recognized as such by the United Nations. It has sovereignty over and
directs the war effort of French overseas territories which have been freed from the
Axis and Vichy yoke and all Frenchmen overseas who freely acknowledge its
authority. However, it has not the right to introduce any substantial change into
the legislation of the Third Republic, which is aiad will remain in force until such
time as the French people are free to legislate again: the French Committee of
National Liberation acts as a trustee of the French Nation, to which it will rendel
account once the liberation of France has been achieved.

2. To what extent did France offer resistance at the time

of the invasion?
When Poland was attacked by Germany in September, 1939, France, fulfilling
the obligations contracted towards Poland, declared war on Germany. After eight
months of a comparative lull, Germany, in a series of lightning actions, invaded the
Low Countries, broke through the "hinge" of the western fortified line at Sedan,
encircled the Allied forces in Belgium and pushed south towards Paris. This was
the moment Italy chose to declare war on France. German troops entered Paris on

June 14, while the Government moved hastily from Tours to Bordeaux. Marshal
Pÿtain became Premier on June 16 and sued for an armistice which was signed
on June 22.

This speedy defeat of France's army was a shock to the world. Granted that
it was poorly equipped with modern weapons and badly led, it is too readily forgotten that, in June, 1940, France stood alone, a nation of 42,000,000, with the
help of the British Expeditionary Force of 12 divisions, which was the limit of
the military contribution which Britain had told France would be available by the
ninth month of the war--against the Axis coalition of 120,000,000 which for
many years had mobilized all its energies and resources for just this crushing
onslaught. Even with more equipment and better generalship, the French army in
1940 had not much of a chance to hold the invader, even less to defeat him. The
truth of the matter is that after the ruthless piece-meal elimination of the Allied
and neutral states in Germany's path, France sacrificed herself as the last continental bastion of the democracies. Her collapse did more than anything else to
awake the civilized world to the deadly peril confronting it.
The price that France paid for this sacrifice was heavy. 150,000 of her soldiers
and 100,000 civilians were killed, a higher toll than the combined losses of the
British Empire and of the United States since the beginning of the war. 1,800,000
French prisoners were taken to Germany. This is as if the United States had
7,000,000 of her men in prison camps.
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3. What contribution is the French Committee of National
Liberation making to the United Nations war effort?
Having French Equatorial Africa and the Cameroons on the Allied side has
been of immense value in easing our supply problems in Africa. Without the
Fighting French colony of Chad in Africa, which sided with de Gaulle in September, 1940, Egypt and the Sudan would have been cut off from the shortest land
route across the continent in the dark days of 1941. The Fighting French island
of New Caledonia also provides a key position in the South Western Pacific
theater of war.

The first battlefield on which the Fighting French saw action was Libya, from
December, 1940, to March, 1941, when, according to General Wavell, they played
"a brilliant part." They were in the forefront of the battle of Sidi Barrani in
December, 1941. A Free French division took a prominent part in the Eritrean
campaign, capturing the Italian seaport of Massawa. It participated later in the
difficult operations which led to the fall of Cheren and Gondar in Ethiopia.
A column led by General Leclerc from the Chad in early 1941 captured the
Italian-held oases of Murzuk and Kufra in Southern Libya, and later raided the
Fezzan province of Libya, capturing four more important Italian posts.
In June, 1941, when the Vichy Government placed air bases in Libya and
Lebanon at the disposal of the Axis, the Fighting French joined with the British
in a swift campaign which relieved the Allies of this threat to the Middle East.

French forces fought alongside the British in both the Second and Third Libyan
Campaigns. During the last there stands out the epic of Bir Hacheim, when for
sixteen days the garrison under Alsatian General Joseph Koenig held the southern
anchor of the Allied line and gave the British precious time to prepare the successful stand at E1 Alamein.
With Rommel's retreat across Libya and the Allied landing in North Africa,
General Leclerc supplied the third column to harass the enemy's rear, after a march
across the desert which will remain famous. Later his forces participated with the

New Zealand division in the brilliant flanking move which led to the collapse of
the fortified Mareth line and ultimately captured the naval base of Bizerte.
After North Africa in its turn had rallied to the United Nations, four divisions
of French troops from the famous 19th Corps, under General Henri Giraud, fought
in Tunisia, a larger force than the corps the Americans had been able to put in
the field. At the end of the campaign these troops had taken 20,000 German
prisoners and out of a total of 75,000 personnel, suffered 17,000 casualties.
In addition to the 90,000 front line troops of Fighting France an army of
300,000 is being raised in North and West Africa and equipped by the United
States. A special military committe, appointed by the French Committee of
National Liberation is preparing the unification of these two armies.
In the air, five groups of the Free French Air Force are fighting on various
fronts, in Britain, in Africa, and in Russia. In North Africa, where a large part
of the French Air Force sought refuge after the Armistice, there are over 1,000
pilots as well as efficient ground crews. Re-equipped, they will constitute an
important force.

One of the most tragic consequences of the French armistice was that the
French Navy--the largest in Continental Europe--withdrew from the battle when
Britain most needed its help. Some units were sunk or damaged by the British at
Oran when the Commander of the French fleet, taking orders from Vichy, refused
to accept the British terms. Most of the fleet managed, however, to reach Toulon,
where it was finally scuttled on November 27, 1943 when the Germans forced their
way into the nuval base.
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Some French warships--mostly destroyers and submarines--were in British

ports at the time of the armistice. They formed the nucleus of the Free French
Naval Forces which number at present 50 warships manned by seven thousand
officers and men.
After North and West Africa reentered the war, other important units of the
French fleet joined the United Nations naval forces. These include the 35,000-ton
battleship Richelieu, three powerful cruisers, destroyers and submarines. From
Alexandria a battleship, three cruisers, and other units have also joined the fleet.
With the rallying of Martinique and Guadeloupe, an aircraft carrier and two more
cruisers will be added to the French fleet.
In the past three years, more than 250 merchant ships totaling 700,000 tons
have rallied to the United Nations cause. They rank in size from the former
luxury liner lle-de-France (43,000) to small freighters. To them must now be
added several hundred thousand tons of ships which were in the ports of North
and West Africa, and in the French West Indies.

4. Does the French Commit[ee of National Liberation really
aid the underground in Europe? Is it in contact with these
movements?
The need for a coordinating leadership in the struggle for the liberation of
France and for a representation of her general interests among the fighting
democracies was deeply felt in the Spring of 1942 by the three main underground
organizations, "Libgration," "Combat," and "Franc-Tireur." They created a

committee for coordinating their activities. This committee sent representatives
to London. Their conversations with General de Gaulle wound up in an agreement
which was published simultaneously in London and in the underground papers in
France in June, 1942. Later the Committee of Socialist Action and the French
Communist party did likewise.
Complete unity of all French organizations and groups active in resisting the
Axis invaders and the Vichy yoke was achieved in May 1943. A "Committee of
the Movements of French Resistance" was set up which includes, in addition to
the three original organizations of resistance, the two underground groups, "R&istance" and the "Military Committee of Guerrillas and Partisans"; it also includes
delegates from the two great labor federations, the Confddÿration Gÿnÿrale du
Travail" (C.G.T.) and the "Confederation Franÿaise des Travailleurs Chr&iens"
(C.F.T.C.); it finally includes representatives of all the former political parties
from the extreme left to the right; Communist Party (extreme left), SociaIist
Party (left), Radical Socialist Party (center left), Popular Democratic Party
(center right), Democratic Alliance (center right), Republican Federation (right).
This Committee of French Resistance sent the following message to General
de Gaulle on May 14, 1943:
"All movements and groups in both the North and South zones wish to assure
the French National Commit.tee, and General de Gaulle, on the eve of his departure
for Algeria, that they stand solidly for the principles the)? embody, from which
they could not depart ever so slightly without strong protest from the French
people."

These principles are the pivot of the unity achieved around the Committee of
National Liberation in Algiers, formed on June 3, 1943, and which represents and
leads underground resistance in France.
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5. What is the economic standing of the French Committee
of National Liberation?
The war effort of the Fighting French has been financed by advances of the
British Treasury. Their repayment is guaranteed by the 1-1½ billion dollars of
French gold stocks and other French funds in Britain and Canada. There is a
further 1-1 ½ billion dollars of French gold and securities in the United States,
frozen by the U. S. Treasury. More than one billion dollars in gold is hidden in
the interior of French Africa and another 300 million lies in Martinique.
Now mobilized in the United Nations war effort are nickel and chromium from
New Caledonia, phosphate from Morocco, vegetable oils from West Africa, rubber
and industrial diamonds from Equatorial Africa, graphite from Madagascar, etc.

Personnel of Government
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Minister of Finance
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of War

Emanuel Tsouderos

....................................

..................................

Minister of Marine
Minister of Air

...............................

....................

Sophocles Venizelos

.........................................

Minister of Justice

.................................

Under Secretary for Shipping

George Roussos

Byron Karapanayiotis
Petros Voulgaris

Stylianos Demetrakakis

...........................

Stavros Theofanides

Under Secretary for Public Assistance ................... Emmanuel Sofoulis
Under Secretary for Finance

............................

George Mantzavinos

1. Does the Greek Government represent its country?

6. In what way does the French Committee of National Liberation co.operate with United Nations Governments?
A reciprocal lend-lease agreement was signed with the United States on September 3, 1942.
At this writing the Committee hasÿ been recognized by Uruguay (June 9,
1943), Mexico, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Yugoslavia (July 5, 1943) and Poland (July 22, 1943). It has not as yet entered into
any agreement with the United Nations.

GREECE
Area and Population
Area: 50,270 square miles
Population: 7,200,000 (1941 estimate)

Form of Government
Constitutional Monarchy. From 1924 to 1935 Greece was under-a Republican
form of government but elected by plebiscite in 1935 to restore the Monarchy
and reinstate the Constitution of 1911. King George II returned to Greece in
November 1935. After his return, Parliament was dissolved and when, after new
elections neither major political group was able to form a cabinet or agree on a
coalition, the non-partisan cabinet of Premier Demerdjis was continued in office.
General Metaxas, Secretary of War, became Premier in April 1936 and he secured
authority to goyern by decree until October 1936. On August 4, 1936, Royal
decrees were issued dissolving Parliament. All laws have since been enacted by Royal
decree. General Metaxas, who in October 1940 rejected the Italian ultimatum leading to the Italian invasion of Greece, was succeeded on his death in January 29,
1941 by M. Koryzis, who in his turn rejected the German ultimatum leading to
the German invasion of Greece. M. Tsouderos, on the death of Koryzis formed the
ca'binet on April 21, 1941 which with some changes made in the interest of more
national representation functions today. The Greek Government escaped to Egypt
from Crete, whence they proceeded to London. At present King George II and
Premier Tsouderos are back in Cairo preparing to follow the Allied armies, including their own, back to the homeland.
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The Greek Government has kept in close touch with all the various home front
activities of the people. In addition to the proclaimed disavowals first of the General
Tsolakoglu's armistice with Italy and Germany and the puppet government 1.ater
formed by him, the Greek Government has continuously striven to make itself
more representative of its own people, more closely allied with the purposes of the
United Nations, as a whole, and better able to tackle the problems of postwar
reconstruction.

2. To what extent did the Greek Government offer resistance
at the time of invasion?
King George II's Government continuously resisted the demands of the Axis
from the Italian ultimatum in October 1940, leading to the Italian invasion, until
the hairbreadth escape of the King and his Government from the Germans during
the invasion of Crete in 1941. When Germany stabbed Greece in the back, the
victorious Greek forces on the Albanian front were forced to surrender in April
1941 and General Tsolakoglu, one of the commanding generals, signed' an armistice with Germany and Italy. The Government disavowed it the next day and
declared its intention to continue the struggle from Crete. Just as this Government had rejected the ultimatum of the German Government, leading to the German mechanized advance into Greek territory in April.
The drama of Greece's successful resistance to the Italians, first evidence of
the low caliber of Italy's self-proclaimed fighting power and of this nation's
valiant battle against the huge superiority of the German army and air force,
has been an inspiration to all of the United Nations in their fight aganist the
Axis. The attempt of Great Britain to aid in the defense of Greece, although
weakened by the disproportion of Great Britain's then fighting strength to the
breadth of her commitments, was directly the result of the Greek Government's
early opposition to the Axis ambitions.

3. What' contribution is the Greek Government making to
the United Nations war effort?
Those of the Greek Army who succeeded in escaping from the Greek mainland and from Crete have been organized under the direction of the Greek Government into fighting units, among which are those who have served so gallantly

with the British Eighth Army. The Greek Army in Egypt is now being strengthened in preparation for the expected invasion of Europe by the United Nations'
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forces. Among the Greek fighting units are the Greek flying squadrons serving
with the ILA.F. Middle East Command.
Units of the Greek Navy which survived and landed at Alexandria have continued to serve with the Mediterranean and Indian Oceans fleets of Great Britain.
The Greek Navy which lost four of its ten large destroyers and ten of its thirteen
torpedo boats during the defense of Crete is now again as strong as it was before
the battle of Greece. Not only have the old ships been replaced, but more have
been added: old ships turned over by Britain, and new ones especially built in
United States and British shipyards.
The Greek Merchant Marine, which amounted to a total of 1,800,000 tons at
the outbreak of the war, is carrying munitions and foodstuffs for the United
Nations on all the seven seas.
In short, the Greek Government has managed to keep an active army, navy

and flying force on the offensive against the Axis.
A recent arrangement was made by the United States Government permitting
Greek nationals in the United States to serve with the Greek forces.

4. Does this Government aid in the Underground in Europe?
Is it in direct contact with this movement?
Because of the geography of Greece it has been impossible for the occupying
armies to watch each cove and inlet. The Greek Government has, therefore, been

able to get arms and supplies to the underground and to keep in close touch with
it through this means as well as through shortwave radio. The fact that the German Government has continually accused the Greek Government of making trouble
for the invaders proves how close has been this co-operation. Through their efforts
American and British submarines and planes have been able to deliver munitions
to isolated places on the Greek coast where the Greek patriots move them into the
mountains. There the Greeks have formed bands of guerrilla troops which make

Government receives taxes and levies from the Greek Merchant Fleet, under charter

to the British. Further, the Greek Government is in a particularly strong financial
position due to vhe fact that the national gold reserve of the Bank of Greece was
gotten out of the country before the German invasion and is deposited in the
Bank of Greece, established in England.

6. In what way does the Greek Government eo-operÿ.te with
other United Nations Governments?
January 15, 1942, the Greek Government signed an agreement with Yugoslavia providing for political, economic and military co-operation and outlining
a constitution for a future Balkan union.

On May 9, 1942, the Greek Government signed an agreement with Great
Britain by which Greece gets lend-lease aid and under which arrangements were
outlined for the organization and use of Greek land, sea, and air forces in collaboration with British forces.
March 11, 1942, the Greek Government opened Greek Maritime Courts in
London, to deal with any legal problem arising from the service of the Greek
Merchant Fleet, originally two hundred and forty strong, which is chartered to
the British and in the service of the Allies.
On June 11, 1942, a lend-lease agreement was signed with the United States.
The Greek Government, in addition to the above, has pledged adherence to
the principles of the Atlantic Charter and the Allied Resolution on War Crimes.

LUXEMBOURG
Area and Population
Area: 999 square miles
Population: 298,000 (1936 estimate)

raids on Axis supply stocks, communication centers, transportation depots, etc.

There are five principle guerrilla groups, one operating from Mount Parnassus. A
large guerrilla band operates in Crete. All of these bands include British and
Australians from the original British defense force in Greece and Crete.
The Greek population as a whole has constantly given the occttpying Germans,
Italians, and Bulgarians the cold shoulder treatment; this, in spite of the brutal
fact that the enemy has slaughtered more than 20,000 Greeks since the occupation.
This figure does not include the thousands more who have died of starvation.
The Greek Government has already issued a decree that families of those who
perished from privation and hardship will receive the same pensions as families

Form of Government
Luxembourg is a Grand Duchy governed by the Grand Duchess Charlotte of
Luxembourg, her cabinet, and a Parliament Of two houses. Negotiations were

concluded in 1921 which established an economic union with Belgium for fifty
years. On August 29, 1939, a law was enacted giving full executive and legislative powers to the Grand Duchess and her government for the duration.

of soldiers killed in the field of battle.

Personnel of Government

The Germans have increased their brutal activities in Greece this year with
the coming threat of the Allied invasion of Europe. Mr. Tsouderos, broadcasting
from Cairo on Greek Independence Day, told his people to expect liberation this

Prime Minister

year, so the anti-Axis home front has increased its attacks on the Germans.

Minister of Labor and Social Welfare

To list the underground successes, from train wrecks to exploded ammunition
dumps, to dead Gauleiters, would be to fill a large volume. Miss Wason sums up
the work of the Greek Underground best with this sentence, "With tireless patience
they are building an arsenal against the day of Allied invasion."

Minister of Justice and Public Works

5. What is the economic standing of the Greek Government?

............................................

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Pierre Dupong

..................................

Joseph Bech

..........................
.........................

Pierre Krier

Victor Bodson

1. Does the Luxembourg Government represent the country?
The constitutional monarchy under which Luxembourg was ruled was confirmed by a plebiscite after the last war, with 80 percent of the public voting for
its continuance. Luxembourg's.Government was and is a true mirror of the will

The more than 1,000,000 Greeks living outside Greek territory continually
contribute to the support of the Greek Government. In addition, the Greek

of its people, with the Grand Duchess a living symbol of the people's will for
independence.

[is]
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2. To what extent did the Government offer resistance at

it in. The result was that 97 percent of the population indicated Luxembourg as
their nationality and mother tongue. Opportunists and the hesitant (and these
were few) had been forced to show their hand. Any who refused to show the
filled-in form were known as traitors, and the Germans had to cancel the pro-

the time of invasion?
The Treaty of London, 1867, which declared the perpetual neutrality of
Luxembourg, limited its military strength to whatever was necessary for the
maintenance of law and order in the capital. A company of S00 volunteers served
this purpose. In other words, Luxembourg had no army. Once invaded, it was
occupied in a matter of hours--but never conquered. Invasion touched the spark
to an underground resistance that has been as effective as any on the European
continent. Hitler violated its neutrality on May 10, 1940, but the unfaltering
struggle of the people for their freedom continues with a spirit which deserves
the world's admiration.

ceedings.

"Shortly afterwards the Gauleiter declared that Luxembourg would have no
plebiscite as it had been conquered by German blood.
"This was the end of the Nazi pretence that the Luxembourgers 'wished
naturally to be reunited with their German Fatherland!' "
On August 30, 1942, the German Government announced that it had decided
to bestow upon Luxembourg "the honor" of inclusion with the Greater Reich.
Luxembourg youths, the announcement added, would therefore be permitted to
join the German Army. Luxembourg's answer was swift and clear. On August
,31, the next day, a general strike took place. Not only workers, but farmers,

When the German forces--representing a nation of 70 million Nazis--man

aged successfully Co conquer the 300,000 people of Luxembourg "as a protective
measure," the Grand Duchess Charlotte and her cabinet withdrew to France and
then to London to direct one of the most gallant and inspiring resistances in

business leaders, doctors, teachersmeveryone.

history !

Reports from the homeland show that all Luxembourgers listen to the London
radio. While the German authorities cut off the current at the time of these broadcasts, the citizens of the Underground circumvent this difficulty by using battery
receiving sets. From the Government broadcasts the Underground is encouraged
to acts of sabotage, strikes, and slow-down operation. Leaders of the Patriotic

3. What contribution is Luxembourg making to the United
Nations war effort?

I

States Mr. Andre Wolff, Commissioner of Information in the Luxembourg
Governmene: "While Luxembourgers are fighting as volunteers in the various
armed forcesmin the British Army, where Prince John serves as a private in the
Irish Guard Regiment, and his father Prince Felix serves in the same Army as
colonel while Luxembourgers are with the Fighting French, the Canadian, the
Belgian Army, and in the United States Armed Forces, too--working to bring
defeat to our enemies--our people at home, by their unyielding resistance, are no
less important in this struggle for freedom and democracy."

Eeague, the secret organization of resistance, are in constant contact with the
London Government.

5. What is the economic standing of the Luxembourg
Government?
As before the war, the economy of the Luxembourg Government is closely
linked to that of Belgium. A financial agreement concluded with the Belgian
Government-in-Exile on June 17, 1941, gives to the Grand Ducal Government
sufficient funds to maintain its activities and remain solvent.

4. Does the Luxembourg Government aid the Underground
movement? Is it in touch with this movement?
One of the smallest independent countries in the world, with a population
decimated by a ruthless enemy, Luxembourg's contribution to the war effort is
largely through its underground resistanceminspired and directed by the London
Government. Testimony to the fierceness of this resistance are the wholesale
executions and deportations by the Nazi Gauleiters.
The entire population of Luxembourg is bitterly anti-Nazi. The backbone of
its resistance is a secret organization known as the Patriotic League which operates
on the "cell" system. While it is impossible to ÿive a definite idea of the number
of its active agents, there is no doubt that public opinion in the Grand Duchy
is directed by the League's leaders, who in turn are in direct touch with the
London Government.

One of the leaders of this movement, in contact with the Government, made
the following report on Germany's notorious attempt to establish the Germanic
character of Luxembourg by popular census:
"Everything was organized in the true German manner. Luxembourgers were
to declare their nationality and mother tongue, but in no case was mention to be
made of Luxembourg as a nationality or Luxembourg as a language, for the Nazis
claimed it non-existent.
"The Patriotic League began to act. Its order was that everyone should fill in
the census form in ink and show it to all his friends and colleagues before handing
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6. In what way is Luxembourg co-operating with the other
United Nations Governments?

.

Luxembourg is directing all its energies and activities toward the Victory
of the United Nations. It is a signatory of the Declaration of the United Nations
(January 1, 1942), of the Resolution of the Allied Governments (June 12, 1941),
and the Allied Resolution on War Crimes (January 13, 1942). The Luxembourg
Government has also denoted at the Inter-Allied Conference in London, September 24, 1941, its acceptance of the Atlantic Charter and Postwar Collaboration,
and in a statement by Premier Dupong on December 10, 1941, expressed its participation in the moral offensive against Japan and its solidarity with the American people.

THE NETHERLANDS
Area and Population
Area: 13,604 square miles (Overseas territories: 789,961 square miles)
Population: 8,800,000 (Overseas territories: 67,190,000)
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the Dutch foreign minister received an ultimatum from the German Ministry

Form of Government

announcing that an immense German force, to which resistance would be useless,

The Netherlands Government is a Constitutional and Hereditary Monarchy,
with the executive authority vested in the Soverefgn, and the legislative power
in the Sovereign and the Parliament jointly. The reigning Sovereign is Queen
Wilhelmina.

Personnel of Government
Prime Minister, Minister for Coordination of Warfare ........... P. S. Gerbrandy
Foreign Minister

......................................

Minister of Colonies

.................................

E. N. van Kleffens

Hubertus J. van Mook

Minister for Commerce, Industry, Shipping, Agriculture,
and Fisheries

.......................................

Minister of Finance

Pieter A. Kerstens

......................................

J. van den Broek

Minister of Home Affairs and General Affairs .................. H. van Boeyen
Minister of Public Works ................................... J. W. Albarda
Minister of Education, Arts and Sciences ....................... G. Bolkestein
Minister of Social Affairs ................................ J. van den Tempel
Minister of War ............................... O. C. A. van Lidth de Jeude
Minister of Naval Affairs ........................... Lt. Adm. J. T. Furstner
Minister of Justice ................................ J. R. M. van Angeren
Minister without Portfolio ................. E. F. M. J. Michiels van Verduynen

1. Does the Netherlands Government represent its country?

had been put into action.
Confronted with the choice of peacefully accepting an inevitable conquest,
or bloodily resisting the invasion at terrific cost of life and property, the Dutch
answer was typical of the country's attitude then and ever since. The Netherlands
promptly declared war on Germany. Five days later, the overwhelming mechanical
and numerical superiority of the Germans forced the capitulation of the Dutch
armed forces.

But the Netherlands' will to resist, like the fighting spirit that continues in
its armed forces outside the homeland, was never broken, never wavered. The day
after Pearl Harbor, without even waiting for a Japanese attack, the Netherlands
declared war on Japan in answer to the sneak attack on its American and British
allies, once again choosing to resist the Axis.
While the fall of Bandung on March 8, t942, marked the temporary loss of
the Indies (leaving the West Indian islands the only territory not in enemy hands),
the London Government on March 20th issued the following statement:
"The Netherlands Government has received information indicating that the
battle for the East Indies is far from finished .... Dutch commanders are holding
out at several points, complying with instructions given them before the fall of
Bandung to operate singly where necessary and not to cease resistance. These

commanders, operating with highly trained Dutch and native guerrilla fighters,
are giving an excellent account of themselves."

d

To be able to carry on resistance and to continue the Government of the
Netherlands East and West Indies, the Queen and her Cabinet set up temporary
headquarters in London and took over both branches of the Government, later
assisted by an Advisory Council.
This Government containing representatives of all the major political parties
has continued to enjoy the complete confidence of its people in the homeland, with
whom it is in almost daily contact via radio and underground communication,
as well as of the population of its territories where 67 million loyal subjects continue to resist the Axis with every means at their disposal.
The Netherlands Government has never capitulated to the enemy either in
Europe or in overseas territory and has in fact pledged itself to continue active
warfare in behalf of the Netherlands by giving all possible military and economic
aid to the United Nations.
Temporary removal of the Government to London had the wholehearted support not only of the Hollanders at home but of the peoples of the Commonwealth.
Said Mr. A. Salim, the "Grand Old Man" of the Indonesian movement: % . . we
cannot appraise highly enough the courage and the wisdom of Her Majesty, Queen
Wilhelmina, who at the right moment took the right decision and withdrew herself
and her government from the power of the enemy in order to continue the struggle
from other parts of the Kingdom in the East and in the West."

2. To what extent did the Netherlands Government offer
resistance at the time of invasion?
Simultaneously with the attacks on Belgium and Luxembourg, on May 10,
1940, while German forces swarmed over Holland in the early morning and
parachute troops took possession of the Rotterdam airport and strategic bridges,

[22]

3. What military contributions is tlÿe Netherlands Government making to the United Nations war effort?
Since the occupation of Holland, Hollanders all over the world have continued
the war against the Axis under thai leadership of their legitimate Government.
In Great Britain troops that escaped from Holland have been joined Iÿy new
men called into the serÿcice from free parts of the world to make an efficient
fighting group of infantry, artillery, and armored units. They are now serving
in the defense of Britain and stand ready to assist in freeing Holland from the
Germans when the moment of invasion comes.

A Dutch Air Force has been organized in Great Britain, including Dutch
ground personnel; and Netherlands flyers are trained in the United States and
Canada. A Netherlands Squadron of the RAF plays a large part in convoy and
patrol work. Other squadrons are flying wi.th the Australians. The cost of the
whole equipment and maintenance of the Netherlands fighting forces is borne by
the Netherlands Government.
The Dutch Navy though severely battered in three years of fighting still comprises an effective naval force and is fighting side by side with the Allies on all
oceans. In the battle for the Indies Dutch naval and airforce units inflicted heavy
losses on the enemy, sinking or damaging 54 Japanese ships in as many days.
Since then the Navy has been regrouped and strengthened with additional
units while submarines are now operating both in the Southwest Pacific and the
Mediterranean. Hundreds of Dutch Merchant ships, totalling some 2,500,000
tons, continue to serve the United Nations on all seas.

[2ÿ]

4. Does the Netherlands Government aid the Underground

Because of its territories in Asia, and its economic and military interest in
this part of the world, Dutch interests are more closely linked with those of Chins
than those of possibly any other of the London Governments; and by the same
token, Dutch resistance has been of great importance to one of the United Nations
which is most in need of help.

in Europe? Is it in contact with these movements?
The Netherlands Government is in constant touch with the underground movement inside Holland principally by means of Radio Orange. Queen Wilhelmina's
frequent broadcasts to the homeland have been the inspiration of continued resistance, while wholesale executions and imprisonments are grim proof of the effectiveness of this resistance and the fear which the Germans forces hold for them.
The recent confiscation of over a million Dutch radio sets indicates how
greatly the Germans fear the influence of the Netherlands Government's broadcasts on the people of Holland.
Guided by ÿthe London Government, partly through instructions over Radio
Orange, the Dutch have offered stubborn resistance to German occupation, through
sabotage and open refusal to co-operate with the authorities. Dutch teachers have
refused to comply with Nazification of education, and the Dutch Reformed
Church has counseled defiance of the authorities when their edicts went against
the laws of God.
Acts of sabotage occur almost daily. Trains have been derailed, plants blown
up, and "slow down" policies in production have become so serious that professional Nazi strikebreakers have been imported to offset this damage to the Nazi

6. In what way does the Netherlands Government cooperate with other United Nations Governments?
In all its activities, the London Government of the Netherlands has co-operated
closely with the other United Nations Governments in the prosecution of the war.
On November 24, 1941, the Government announced an agreement with the
United States empowering this country to send troops into Surinam (Dutch
Guiana) to protect the bauxite mines. An agreement with Brazil also provides
for co-operating in the defense of Surinam.
Other financial and economic agreements have been concluded to meet wartime contingencies. To facilitate trade, a tripartite money agreement was nego-

i

war machine.

Frequent attacks on German authorities and Dutch Nazis have led to drastic
reprisals on the population, but these have only intensified the underground movement. During one trial in May 1942, 96 Hollanders were condemned to death
af,ter being found guilty of an underground plot to pave the way for Allied
invasion.

tiated on June 13, 1940, between the United Kingdom, France, and the Netherlands East Indies, fixing the oiÿcial rate of exchange, and a trade agreement was
concluded with Australia under which the Netherlands enjoys certain advantages
by virtue of inclusion in the sterling bloc.
The Netherlands Government has joined the other Allied Governments-in-Exile
in the following declarations: Declaration of the United Nations (January 1,
1942), Resolution of Allied Governments (June 12, 1941), Allbed Conference
on German War Crimes (January 13, 1942), Declaration of Adherence to the
Atlantic Charter and Postwar Collaboration (September 24, 1941).

5. What is the economic standing of the Netherlands

NORWAY

Government?

Area and Population

The strong economic position of the London Netherlands Government makes
it possible for this Government to "pay its own way" fully.
In addition to income derived from income taxes levied on Dutchmen living
outside the Netherlands and the earnings of the Dutch Merchant Marine, the
Netherlands Government disposes of most of the national gold reserve transferred
abroad before the invasion. The Prince Bernhard Fund founded in 1940 for the
collection of money for war materials has collected more than $12,000,000 for
the purchase of war planes alone.
In population .the Dutch empire is the third largest in the world, covering
territories in Europe, Asia and, America that are rich in agricultural and mineral

Area: 124,556 square miles
Population: 2,814,194 (1930 census)

Form of Government
Norway is a constitutional and hereditary monarchy with the legislative power
vested in the Storting (Parliament) and the executive power in the King and
Cabinet. The reigning King is Haakon VII who was elected by the Norwegian
people in 1905, and the present Cabinet was appointed from the Labor Party in
1935 and reconstituted as a coalition during the spring of 1940.

resources.

Although now lost temporarily to Japan, the Netherlands East Indies actively
helped the Allied cause for more than two years. It was the fif, th largest wodd
producer of oil, much of which would be refined into high test gasoline, third
largest producer of tin, and second largest producer of rubber. Military destruction
and refineries, mines, and rubber plantations immediately prior to their seizure
by Japan has largely prevented the use of these resources by the enemy.
Meanwhile, the resources of the still free Netherlands West Indies are of substantial help to the United Nations war effort. The bauxite mines of Surinam
provide 60 percent of the requirements of the United States aluminum industry.
The Netherlands West Indies is the world's largest exporter of oil, supplying a
substantiM portion of the United Nations' needs, and also provides valuable air
and naval bases for the Allies.
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Personnel of Government
Prime Minister

......................................

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Defense

...................................

Minister of Agriculture

Hans Ystgaard

..........................

.....................................

Minister of Social Welfare
Minister of Justice

Trygve Halvdan Lie
Oscar Fredrik Torp

..................................

Minister of Church and Education
Minister of Finance

Johan Nygaardsvold

.............................

............................

Nils Hjelmtveit

Paul Hartmann

Sverre K. E. Stostad

..........................................

Minister of Commerce

....................................
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Terje Wold

Olav Hindahl

Minister of Supply and Reconstruction .................... Anders Frihagen
Minister of Shipping

.......................................

Ministers without Portfolio

................

Arne Sunde

Anders Fjelstad, Sven Nielsen

1. To what extent does the Norwegian Government repre-

sent its people?
The Royal Norwegian Government is in London intact. Not one of its members remained in Norway. Of the legality or constitutionality of this Government there has never been any question. Norwegians everywhere at home and
abroad, regard it as their rightful leadership. Ambassador Wilhelm Morgenstierne
has written:
"King Haakon and the Royal Norwegian Government are in London today
upon the express authorization of the last free Norwegian Storting (Parliament),
and through it of the Norwegian people themselves. The Germans were already
storming into the country when the members of the Storting gave their Government, headed by Prime Minister Nygaardsvold, a unanimous vote of support.
Thereupon, and by another unanimous vote, the Storting charged King Haakon
and the Government with carrying on the fight against the invader--if need
be, from outside the homeland. Two months later, after leading a hard and, to
the Germans, costly campaign on Norwegian soil, the King and Government were
forced to carry out their mandate to the bitter end and take up temporary residence abroad. Thanks to the foresight of the elected representatives of the Norwegian people, the Norwegian King and Government are in the unique position,
though in exile, of functioning on a basis of strict legality. There is an unbroken
line connecting the Government with the constitutional past--and, I might add,
with the constitutional future of Norway. Our great King Haakon and his
Government command the respect and allegiance of Norwegians both at home
and abroad, and the confidence of the civilized world at large. Under them all
Norwegians are firmly united; under them all Norwegians are working, fighting,
and dying for one single purpose---the liberation and restoration of their country."

2. To what extent did the Norwegian Government offer
resistance at the time of invasion?
On April 9, 1940, the German minister in Oslo presented the demand that
Norway 'be handed over to the German administration or suffer immediate attack
by Germany. The demand was refused--and German hordes swept in on unprepared Norway, bringing war to a nation that for 126 years had been living in peace.
Norwegians, together with Allied relief forces, stood off the invader for 62
days of open warfare. By thus prolonging what the Nazis had expected to be
an "overnight job" the Norwegians upset the Germans' schedule and perhaps
delayed the invasion of England until it was too late. In addition the war in
Norway cost Germany some 65,000 casualties (some estimates run as high as
95,000), approximately one-third of her fighting fleet, and vast amounts of
material.

3. What contribution is this Government making to the
United Nations war effort?
Since its arrival in England in the summer of 1940, the Royal Norwegian
Government has directed the reorganization and re-equipping of the Air Force,
Navy and Army. All three services are now fighting side by side with the free
Allies.
While its numbers are a secret, the Royal Norwegian Army is under training
at camps in England, Canada, and Scotland. The men are being schooled primarily
in Commando tactics, and many of them have recently participated in big and
small Commando raids on Norway.
Training centers in Canada have over 1000 Norwegian pilots learning how
to fly bombers and pursuit ships. Several squadrons of the Royal Norwegian Air
Force are now stationed in England and Iceland, where they see action regularly
and where they have chalked up impressive records in combat. Both plane and
ground crews are comprised entirely of Norwegians and all the equipment is
Norwegian owned.

As for the Norwegian Navy it is now more than four times larger than that
which fought the Germans in the Spring and early Summer of 1940. This despite
the heavy losses suffered during the German invasion. In this new Norwegian
Navy speedy, hard-hitting motor-torpedo-boats play an important role, but there
are also a number of destroyers, submarines, corvettes, mine-sweepers and other

craft. Norwegian warships are operating in the North Sea, the British Channel,
the Atlantic and even in the Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea.
Norway's outstanding contribution to the United Nations' war effort, however, has been the services of her great, modern merchant marine--fourth largest

in the world.
Acting quickly after the German attack on Norway, the Norwegian Government requisitioned for war service all Norwegian merchant ships; only those
in German-controlled ports or waters were unable to heed this order. The result
was that the Allied fleet was immediately enhanced by about 1,000 ships (over
6 million tons) manned by some 25,000 experienced seamen.
During the crucial year of 1940-41, when England alone stood between the
Germans and victory, Norwegian ships were carrying to England one-half of her
oil and gasoline supply, fully 40 per cent of her foodstuffs. And ever since, the
Norwegian ships have been used unstintingly for war duty, and they have accepted
unhesitatingly some of the most hazardous assignments the war has offered.
They participated in the evacuation of Dunkirk and Crete; they have sailed
in convoys to Malta; they aided in the United Nations invasion of North Africa.
Daily they brave the submarine infested areas of the Atlantic. Their losses have
been great--more than some 400 ships and almost 3 million tons d.w. and some
2,500 men.

4. Does the Norwegian Government really aid the Underground in Europe? Is it in contact with these move.
ments?
"The Norwegian front will never surrender .... We have chosen to live or die

By continued resistance, the Norwegians made it necessary for Germany
to keep extraordinarily large forces in the country--more in proportion to population than in any other occupied country. At times the number of occupation
troops in Norway has been set at nearly 400,000 men--this in a country of
3,000,000 population.

in fighting for our fatherland. The Norwegian home front is fighting both in
the open and underground for Norwegian independence and thousand-year-old
tradition as a free democratic society based on law, the oldest of its kind in Europe.
The King has shown us the road; an uncompromising fight for our free and
just Norwegian society .... Today, we stand firmly welded together as one man

[26]

[27]

behind one man." Such was the substance of a message to King Haakon sent by
the Norwegian patriots who are leading the heroic struggle on the home front.
It is the proud boast of the Royal Norwegian Government that during these
nearly three years of exile it has never undertaken an important decision without first having learned the sentiment of the people at home on the matter at
hand. Queries are directed to the home front, and replies are received. Just how
this is accomplished cannot now be told. It is commonly known, however, that
the steady flow of refugees from Norway provide a valuable source of information. It is also no secret that letters and illuminating documents do reach England
from occupied Norway.
Conversely, the Government is constantly taking special pains to explain its
actions and define its policies to the people in Norway. Thus in a radio address
to the home front last Christmas, Prime Minister Nygaardsvold declared:
"The present Government does not do this with any thought that it is to
retain the power and look after the administration of Norway after the liberation.
The Government has taken it for granted that the Norwegian people will, in a
constitutional and democratic way, decide which lines of progress are to be
followed and who is to exercise the administrative authority. When the present
Government applies itself to these postwar matters it does so because it feels it a
duty to see to it that various supplies, for example, will be available the moment
there is need for them. Also that law and justice shall be followed and maintained
during a difficult transition period and that plans and courses of action shall be
ready when Norway is set free. It will then be up to the Norwegian people to
decide what things are to be done and who is to do the leading."
"Prepare for the day to come," read a recent appeal circulated among Norwegians, "and in the meantime treat Germans and Quislings as if they were nonexistent .... Do not speak a single word and do not perform a single action that
may be useful to the Germans."
In this spirit Norway has constantly resisted every German attempt at pacification or colonization.
When the Nazis tried to seize control over all Norwegian professional economic,
political, industrial and social organizations, not one of them adhered to the
New Order; they were consequently all dissolved by the Germans. The Supreme
Court resigned in a body as did the Bishops; more than 12,000 of the 14,000
odd Norwegian teachers refused to join the new (Nazi) teachers' union, and
after a struggle lasting for more than two years, the Nazis had to give in. The
350,000 members of the sports organizations have all resigned and have not
participated in any competitions for three years.
Sabotage and other forms of opposition have been carried on continuously
in Norway during the occupation, at heavy cost of time, money and material
to the Germans.

by Norwegian nationals outside of Norway, consequently Norway is economically
almost self-supporting and Lend Lease has only been made use of to a negligible
extent. Interest on and repayment of all public and foreign government loans have
been met in full.

6. In what way does the Norwegian Government co-operate

with other United Nations Governments?
There are no minorities or opposition groups within the Norwegian Government. The Government, as a signatory of the Atlantic Charter, has allied itself
with the combined aims of all other United Nations Governments. It has signed
agreements with the United States and Great Britain relative to the operation
of the Norwegian merchant fleet for the Allies; and has renounced claims of
extraterritoriality in China.
The Norwegian Government has joined the other Allied Goverÿnents-in-Exile
in the following declaration: Declaration of the United Nations (January 1,
1942), Resolution of Allied Governments
t (June 12,
1941), Allied Resolution on
German War Crimes (January 13, 1942), Declaration of Adherence to the
Atlantic Charter and Postwar Collaboration (September 24, 1941).

PHILIPPINES
Area and Population
Area: 115,600 square miles
Population: 18,000,000 (1943 estimate)

•

Form of Government

The Commonwealth of the Philippines, inaugurated on November 15, 1935,
was e6tablished by an independence act of the United States Congress, popularly
known as the Tydings-McDuffie Act, approved by President Roosevelt on March
24, 1934, and accepted by the people of the Philippines on May 1, 1934. The
Philippine Independence Act provides that on July 4, 1946, the final and complete withdrawal of the sovereignty of the United States will take place and

the Philippine Republic will be proclaimed and recognized. On February 20, 1943,
however, President Manuel L. Quezon informed the Filipino people that the
United States Government "has, in effect, already given the Philippines recognition
as an independent nation," and that the formal establishment of the Republic
will take place as soon as the Japanese are driven out of the Philippines. This
statement was approved in advance by President Roosevelt. Subsequently, on
August 12, 1943, President Roosevelt himself, in a broadcast to the Philippines,
reaffirmed this recogm'tion and said, ÿ'... the United States, in practice, regards

your lawful government as having the same status as the governments of other

Espionage by Norwegian patriots, who have found ways and means of getting
information to the Allied forces in Great Britain, has also proved costly to the
enemy.

5. What is the economic standing of the Norwegian Government?
The Norwegian gold reserve of nearly 100 million dollars was successfully
transferred to Bri.tain and the United States during the 62 days of resistance,
and constitutes a valuable financial resource. The revenue of the Norwegian
Government is derived from the income of the Merchant Fleet which also pays
for the entire Norwegian war effort. Additional revenue comes from taxes paid
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independent nations .... These are the attributes of complete and respected nation-

hood for the Philippines, not a promise but a fact."
The Constitution of the Commonwealth, approved February 8, 1935, is republican in form. As amended in 1940, the executive power is vested in a President;
the legislative power, in a Congress of the Philippines consisting of a Senate of
24 members and a House of Representatives of not more than 120 members; and
the judicial power, in a Supreme Court and various inferior courts.

Personnel of Government
President

............................................

Vice-President

Manuel L. Quezon

............................................

Sergio Osmena

Resident Commissioner to the United States ............... Joaquin M. Elizalde
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Secretary of Finance

.....................................

3. What military contribution is the Philippine Government
making to the United Nations war effort?

Andres Soriano

Secretary of National Defense ..................... Maj.-Gen. Basilio J. Valdes
Auditor General

.......................................

Jaime Hernandez

Secretary to the President and to the Cabinet ............. Dr. Arturo B. Rotor

1. Does the Philippine Government represent its country?
The Philippine Government is headed by President Manuel L. Quezon and
Vice-President Sergio Osmena who were re-elected to their offices with overwhelming majorities by the people of the Philippines in the national elections held on
November 11, 1941; that is, about a month before Japan attacked the Philippines on
December 8, 1941 (Manila time). On December 30, 1941, they were duly sworn into
office for their second term by Chief Justice Jose Abad Santos in the tunnels of Corregidor, while this island fortress was undergoing continuous bombardment by the
enemy. The second inauguration of President Quezon was held with simple but
impressive ceremonies and was witnessed by the United States High Commissioner to

the Philippines and his family, General Douglas MacArthur and his family, United
States and Philippine Army officers and nurses, and other officials representing
both governments.

President Quezon and Vice-President Osmena have been the acknowledged
leaders of the people of the Philippines for many years. They have achieved widespread personal popularity and an abiding respect for their statesmanship--both
at home and abroad.
Upon invitation of President Roosevelt, President Quezon decided to come
to the United States and establish the seat of the Commonwealÿ Government
in Washington, D. C., where he and his party, including members of his War
Cabinet, arrived on May 13, 15r42, after a hazardous trip on the sea, under the
sea, over the sea, and finally on land.
The last session of the National Assembly of the Philippines, held on December
15, 1941, under a rain of bombs in Manila, voted full emergency powers to
President Quezon.

2. To what extent did the Philippine Government offer
resistance at the time of invasion?
When Japan attacked the Philippines on December 8, 1941 (Manila time),
there was immediate and well-organized resistance throughout the nation. The
invaders were met and repulsed time and again by the combined Philippine and
American Armies under the supreme command of General Douglas MacArthur.
This force consisted of some 92,000 Filipino and 14,000 American troops. Greatly
outnumbered and lacking in equipment and reinforcements, the defenders
declared Manila, the capital, an open city on December 26, 1941, and withdrew
their forces to Bataan and Corregidor. On January 2, 1942, the Japanese forces
occupied Manila. The resourcefulness and tenacity with which the outnumbered
Americans and Filipinos on the peninsula of Bataan and the fortress of Corregidor
threw back repeated savage attacks by veteran Japanese troops thrilled the whole
world. But, after some four months of constant fighting, short rations, disease,
lack of medicine, and sheer physical exhaustion, Bataan surrendered on April 9,
followed 'by Corregidor on May 6. Some 20,000 Filipino soldiers died in this Battle

of the Philippines.
This heroic resistance tied up a considerable part of Japan's war machine and
gave the United States and the other United Nations time in which to mend
the defenses of the Southwest Pacific.
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The Philippines continues to share the war burden of the United Nations in
manpower, material, and facilities. Its armed forces have been incorporated in
those of the United States. Two special regiments are completing their training
in California and thousands of individual Filipinos are serving in other branches
of the United States armed forces in the front. Every year the West Point Military Academy and the Annapolis Naval Academy graduate a number of Filipino
officers who are now attached to the armed forces of the United States. Further,
the Commonwealth Government has donated a submarine chaser, the Bataan,
to the United States Coast Guard. This is now in active service, manned and
officered wholly by Filipinos. In addition, about half a .dozen Philippine merchant
vessels are now carrying war materials to the fighting fronts of the United
Nations.

Finally, individual Filipinos all over the United States and Hawaii are buying
millions of dollars worth of war bonds. The New York branch of the Philippine
National Bank, agency of the Philippine Government, has subscribed $2,700,000
to the current Victory War Bond Drive.

4. Does the Philippine Government aid the underground in
occupied Philippines? Is it in touch with this movement?
The officials of the Commonwealth Government, led by President Quezon,
continue to broadcast to occupied Philippines by short wave, reporting on the
activities and war efforts of their government here in this country and enjoining
them to keep faith with the United States and the United Nations. The Philippine Government co-operates with the Office df War Information of the United
States in broadcasting to the Philippines three and a half hours daily. By the
admission of the enemy himself, the people of the Philippines are listening to
these broadcasts; hence the successive orders promulgated by the Japanese Military Administration in the Philippines, commanding the' people to have all
their radio sets registered and "reconditioned" (obviously to stop short wave
reception), violation of which is punishable under Japanese military laws. Armed
resistance to the Japanese is also admitted by the enemy. The Philippine Government is in touch With this movement.

5. What is the economic standing of the Philippine Government?
The Commonwealth Government in the United States, operating under
strict economy, is able to meet its obligations and all expenses essential to its
functions out of its own funds. Fortunately, almost all the funds of the Philippine Government have been saved from Japanese hands; these have been placed
on deposit in the United States. Out of the income from bonds and funds on
deposit here, the Philippine Government meets its current expenses, pays interest
on all bonds issued by the Governmnt of the Philippines, and gives allowances
and assistance to Philippine government fellows in American universities and
colleges. The general policy is to keep governmental expenditures within the
limited income from the funds in this country and, at the same time, to save
every peso for the day of victory--and the expulsion of the Japanese from the

Philippines.
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1. To what extent does the Polish Government represent
6. In what way does the Philippine Government co.operate

with other United Nations Governments?
The Commonwealth Government of the Philippines has repeatedly expressed
and worked for solidarity with the United Nations Governments. On June 14,
1942, it became a signatory to the Declaration by United Nations (January 1,
1942). Three days afterwards, on June 17, it became a member of the Pacific
War Council, composed of representatives from Great Britain, China, the Netherlands, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, with President Roosevelt presiding.
The Commonwealth Government has also adhered formally to the Declara-

tion by the United States and other United Nations (January 5, 1943) dealing
with forced transfers of property in territories occupied or controlled by the
enemy.

In addition, the Philippine Government participated in the recent Food Conference of the United Nations (May 1s-June 3; 1943) as well as in the Monetary
Conferences, which began last spring and to which United Nations have been
invited to send representatives. The Philippine Government is, of course, a member
of the United Nations Information Office.

Area: 150,486 square miles (1939)
Population: 35,339,000 (1939)

Form of Government
Poland is a constitutional republic under the Presidency of Wladyslaw Raczkiewicz who was nominated by the former President Moscicki, when he resigned
on September 30, 1939. There are three branches of government with a bi-cameral
legislative body (Sejm and Senat), executive body, Cabinet and independent courts.

Personnel of Government
Prime Minister

W1adyslaw Raczkiewicz

.....................................

Stanislaw Mikolajczyk

Vice-Premier and Minister of Commerce, Industry and Shipping.. • Jan Kwapinski
Minister of Foreign Affairs

.................................

Minister of National Defense
Minister of Home Affairs

............................

.............................

Minister of Labor and Social Welfare
Minister of Information
Minister of Finance
Minister of Education
Minister of Justice

Tadeusz Romer

Gen. Marian Kukiel

Wladyslaw Banaczyk

...........................

.....................................

......................................
.............................

Jan Stanczyk

Stanislaw Kot

Ludwik Grosfeld

Mgr. Zygmunt Kacznski

....................................

Waclaw Komarnicki

Minister of Preparatory Work concerning the Peace Conference ..... Marian Seyda
Minister for Polish Affairs in the Middle East .............. Henryk Strasburger
Minister of State

............................................
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London.

Poland was the first country to resist the Axis. The Germans threw their full"
force against Poland on September 1, 1939. Although large scale resistance of
the Polish army was made impossible on September 17, when the Russian army
occupied eastern Poland, the organized fight of Polish detachments against
the Germans continued for another three weeks. It is worth noting in passing
that of all Poland's thirty-five millions not one man was found least of all a
group of men, who were willing to set up a Quisling Government or in any way
co-operate with the Nazis.

Area and Population

........................................

The Polish constitution of 1935, paragraph 24, provides that the President
can nominate his successor in case of emergency. Thus the Presidency of Wladyslaw
Raczkiewicz, who was nominated by President Moscicki when it became plain that
the Polish Government would have to leave the country, is entirely legal and constitutional.
At the time the Government was moved to Paris a non-party Cabinet was
formed and shortly thereafter in December, 1939, a National Council was established which included the leaders of the four chief political parties: the Pemant
Party, representing the farm population of Poland; the National Party, representing townsmen and in part the farm population; the Polish Socialist Party, representing workers; and the Labor Party representing middle-class trades and professions which would roughly correspond to the Liberal Party in England.
This National Council acts in an advisory capacity to the Government in
formulating decisions. It also controls expenditures of the Government.
When France collapsed in 1940 the Polish Government was transferred to

2. To what.extent did the Polish Government offer resistance
at the time of invasion?

POLAND

President

its people?

Karol Popiel

3. What contribution is this Government making to the
United Nations war effort?
All told, there are some 200,000 Polish troops fighting with the Allies, and
there are tens of thousands of Poles still in Russia waiting to be sent to training
camps that will supply a constant stream of reinforcements to the Polish National
Army and Air Force.
The Polish Air Corps in England, numbering more than 12,000, was until
the arrival of American detachments the strongest Allied Air Force in Great
Britain. It has been estimated that 17 percent of the German aircraft destroyed
in the Battle of Britain were victims of Polish fliers. Since then, the record of the
Polish Air Force shows approximately four enemy aircraft shot down for every
Polish pilot killed in action, with a total number of enemy planes destroyed running into the thousands.
Completely landlocked except for 45 miles of seashore, Poland never maintained a great Navy. The Navy and Merchant Marine together totaled approximately 200,000 tons. At the time of invasion it had a small flotilla of destroyers,
submarines and mine layers, all of which except three submarines joined the British
Royal Navy and have been serving with it ever since.
The Polish merchant fleet was also directed to British ports so as not to fall
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