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THIS CÿART REPRESENTS ÿ ESÿTÿAÿ..ÿ TRRND OF GROSS SALES IN THE INDUSTRY FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. 1943 IS USED AS THE BASE YEAR AT I00ÿ.
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POST WAR SURVEY OF THE HOSIERY INDUSTRY

hosiery boxes iÿ use today, there is also ample room for more and better

ALL CLASSES

designs. The last paragraph above, of course, applies to normal times
and the Poÿt-War period.

VALUE OF MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS,
RETAIL VALUE

......

$786,000,000.

$1,365,000,000.

I

So much for the coverage of the survey and the types
of products and containers.

We can repeat here what we said in a survey of this
industry for "Shears" several years ago, about the scope of the survey or

Those who have replied to our questionnaires and

lines covered, as this survey also covers the whole industry, but from a

furnished the post-war information contained herein, appear to be almost

Post-War angle instead of current industrial position.

unanimous in the opinion that the industry will suffer a slight slump,
for a period representing at least the year in which the war ends and the

The manufacturers listed cover practically every
line of hosiery from the tiny socks for tiny babes to the heaviest golf
stockings for the sturdiest golfer, and woolen hose for the soldiers and
sailors of the Arctic regions.
Practically all hosiery is normally sold by the manufacturer to the wholesaler or retailer in some sort of set-up paper box.

But the boxes vary greatly in size and quality, according to the seeming
needs or demands of the particular kind of hose, or according to the whims
or viewpoints of the manufacturers, and right now according to Government
restrictions.

year directly thereafter. The cause of such downward trend appears to be
due to the time required for re-adjustment, the replacing ofmachinery and
the inability to get sufficient material to manufacture the orders as received. In fact, it is quite possible that in some lines of hosiery the
immediate post-war demand will be greatly increased, but for the above
reasons the production and shipments will be down.
Again it is evident that so far as ladies hosiery is
concerned there will be new and decidedly different nylon creations which
will require new types of machines and raw or basic materials, which will
act again to slow production for a year or so.

Of course, the sale price of the hosiery to be
After such obstacles have been overcome however,

boxed, has a lot to do with the quality of the box or container used.
some of the manufacturers are very optimistic about the future, and one

But it has always seemed to the writer that the ingenious box manufacturer, capable of creating attractive and unusual box designs, might
easily find a willing and profitable market for his product among hosiery
manufacturers. For while it is true that there are many very beautiful

large manufacturer of the Middle West makes the statement that after such
adjustment the demand and sales trend will continue to be greater indefi-

nitely. His estimate of trends indicates that production at the end of
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five years after the war will be doubled. The other manufacturers were

not so optimistic so the average at the end of 1948 comes down to an
increase of 22.5%.

Mr. Jaques also looks forward to some considerable developments
in new automatic machinery for hosiery manufacturing.
A large manufacturer whose name we are not permitted to use

Several manufacturers believe that synthetic yarns will

makes a very wise statement.

also have a great field in this industry.
The President of another fairly large Southern concern
answers the question as to what their greatest post-war problem is and

"We believe a drastic liquidation is necessary before a firm
basis for future prosperity can he laid. Yet, in spite (or
because) of this we are buying new equipment to maintain or
to improve our competitive position with the industry".

will be, with three words, "The New Deal". Of course we do not support

or defend political issues in these surveys but simply recite what others

The words, "(or because)" are ours, and we inserted them for
the reason that our interpretation of this gentleman's statement is that

say.

he believes a large percentage of the present equipment is antiquated and
There is a general opinion that the electrical field
must be liquidated before the owners can meet successfully the new compeand electronics will produce some remarkable changes in methods of manutition of the post-war period.
facture almost immediately after the war is over.

There is some thought expressed by a few of the hosiery manuWe were interested to find that some of the concerns
facturers that the labor situation will present several difficult problemL
sending in replies were already engaged in active post-war studies of

First, as to the wages to be paid after the war when competition becomes
their industry and its market demands, for their own benefit, and on a
much keener, and second as to production. Their hope lles mainly in two
rather large scale. This is a healthy condition, for post-war studies by

directions, namely that automatic machines will take care of the increased
owners of plants themselves means preparedness for emergencies, and such

production necessary to lower costs, and that materials and supplies will
preparedness naturally should mean less possibilities of a recurrence of
be easier to obtain.
former depressions, and instead a fully stabilized recovery and recovery

Another fear is in respect to what the Federal Government might
program.

do with surplus stocks of hosiery for sailors and soldiers and the women in
Mr. Herbert Jaques of the Hub Hosiery Mills, Lowell,
the Army and Navy. This fear is, of course, the same as experienced by
Mass., estimates four to five years of increased business in the post-war

other firms dealing in other lines of clothing which would be most seriousperiod. He states that labor shortage has had a material effect on pro-

ly affected by any wholesale dumping of surplus Government stocks.
duction in his area.
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The above wlll not materially affact the manufacturer
of the finer and more expensive lines of hosiery, as there will be a con-

siderable pent-up demand from civilians for such which should keep their
machines hÿnmlng for several years, provided the expensive materials are

made readily available.
One manufacturer visualizes a form of electronic

control for hosiery machines which if perfected might eliminate a number
of employees. Whether it wlll be sufficiently practical to reduce cost
and offset the economic changes which such innovations may cause Is a
que s tion.

Fortunately there have not been a great many hosiery
mills converted to war time uses so different from the usual hosiery
manufacture as to cause too great a loss of tlme in reconversion, other-

wlse the downward trend of the business at the beginning of our chart
would be much greater.

