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have gone far in making education accessible to all, and we have avoided the
inverted snobbishness of popular contempt for the intellect. The man on
the street, the so-called average American, has deep respect for knowledge.
He wants to know, he wants his son and
daughter to be educated. To him, the
right to knowledge is an inherent American right, and an intrinsic part of what
is called the American way of life.

it, and indeed to make it a war casualty.
This is not by intention, but by negligence. It is to be hoped that in Washington it will be seen that the survival of
liberal education is of importance to
civilization, and, moreover, that it is
the aspiration of all rank and file Americans. To speak practically, it will be
good politics, indeed successful votecatching politics.

Members of the graduating class: The
If we have needed our knowledge and question will occur to you over and
culture in the past, in the task of ex- over again as you take part, in one
pressing the qualities and character of way or another in this war, it is war for
the intricate and numerous American what? Your answers to that question
people, how much more are we su:t;'e .to. will be varied, but they will all be indineed them in the post-war period, when, ;. vidual mosaics of the same truth. It is
as is now plain, we shall be too stro:ns war for the freedom to build. For othto shrink back to our former dimensions, erw.ise it would only be war for the freeand we shall shoulder a far heavier re- dom to dominate the unfree. For the
sponsibility. For that time, may we building, there must be wisdom. You
be granted more than technicians!
who go to war services will be eager to
make your contribution. But your conWe shall need the same breadth of tribution will be in assuring the freevision and universality of sympathies dom, the war itself will not permit the
which have marked America in its for- building. And for those of us who are
mer eras of greatness. And these we not called upon to make the sacrifices
cannot expect to find among your gen- and bear the ordeals which will be your
eration, if we do not make provision lot, shall better thank you for what you
for it. As plans now stand, we are not give, if we dedicate ourselves to the appreparing to add to and to strengthen preciation of what already has been
the teaching of the liberal arts, but are built, and in training those who must
preparing instead to curtail it, to cripple continue that building.
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It does not signify any want of solemnity on my part to say that this occasion
finds you already running the rapids.
A member of this graduating class, instead of being launched to carry the
commerce of life on its steady waters, is
more like a canoe hurtling into the swift
shallows of a stream, whose ultimate
arrival at the broader, peaceful safety
to come is beset by peril. Such knowledge of navigation as you have acquired
cannot have equipped you with a sense
of mastery over the forces which now
rush you forward. You are, for the
present, yielded up to their power, and
committed to their direction. Even if
you would, you could not resist their
might. Even if you would, you cannot hold back in refusal to proceed over
these roaring shallows. You have experienced the acceleration of pace in
your own studies. Many of you soon
will experience in your own flesh the
violence of the waters. You are now
committed to their irresistible momentum.
In all conscience there is little one
can say to you along with the words of
good cheer and approval as you enter
this phase, other than to speak of the
qualities of the stream which has
brought you to it, and to turn your
thoughts down stream to quiet and
steady stretches that lie ahead. For you
will surviv.e the present and achieve a

future in accordance with the validity
of what you have become up to now.
When you do what is called maturing,
you will find that it consists altogether
of ascribing to the elements already in
yourselves and in your relationships
with man and the universe their true
value, in the light of your own experience. That is, you are taking into the
tomorrow, which now begins for you,
the essentials. You have them already.
And when you emerge into the peace to
come, you will have done little more
than to learn how to measure these essentials.
To those of you who will go to war,
may I say that you will learn that you
have courage, and will know that cour·
age is not the absence of fear but the
presence of it in conflict with something greater, your will to perform your
service. You will find you have loyalty,
which is not the mercy of being above
the temptation to neglect and to procrastinate, but the will to give of yourselves
wholly to those who need you. You
will find yourselves gifted with unexpected endurance. It is going to startle
you to find how much you can stand.
And by standing it, I do not mean that
you will like it, for you are sure to
loathe it, and the time of strain will
seem almost eternal. Yet" ,you will be
aware of a reservoir of strength which
is your quota of the patience which has
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been gathering through the ages. You
may not know it now, but you will 'have
an abundance of all three, courage, loy·
alty and endurance. The discovery will
make you suter of yourselves. Each
one of you must make the discovery in
the moment of his own peculiar stress.
I am not exhorting you to find these
qualities in yourselves, I assure you that
you are going to find them. You will
find them because they are part of what
you have taken from the past and they
now are ripening in you.
But you will know, too, that while
these are the essential qualities of the
soldier-courage, loyalty and endurance
-they are only part of your equipment.
They are the part which now must come
to the surface. They are the implements
of character without which society cannot be shaped. But they are not more
than implements. With them somethjng
must be made. And if you have only
these implements, you are not going to
make more than other soldiers possessing the same implements, who finally
can shape with them only war, produce
only might, and construct a society
based only on the imposition by strength
of men's rule over men.
It is this difference between soldiers,
those with only these implements and
those with the vision of civilization
which they mean to build with their
implements, which is the promise of
the future. Be sure of this: The soldiers
of Berlin and Tokyo have courage, loyalty and endurance. But they are being

used by their leaders not to secure hu·
man rights, not to ' broaden culture, not
to increase the individual's scope and
responsibility, not to extend freedom,
but to vindicate the basic thesis that a
few leaders of a race have the right to
dominate mankind for the benefit of
their race. First they asked this domination in political terms, and found resistance, then they resorted to violence
to impose it. And that left us no alternative but to overpower them. Until
they are overpowered, we cannot resume
our own work on the construction of a
more civilized society. We are having
to forego the comforts of peace, we are
having to suspend the debates about
next steps in social policy, we are having to enlist soldiers and workers in the
great obsessions of war and production.
This is the hiatus, between the rich past
and the richer future. These are the
rapids of churned and perilous waters.
You will, then, be no more constructive than the soldiers .against whom you
fight, if you are not aware, as you go
to war, and as you come from it-and
if we who benefit from your service
are not aware, now, and then-that the
objective of this war is not simply t{)
overpower the enemy. Nor is the objective simply to be done with this war.
The objective is to construct something.
We were constructing it before, we shall
have to be getting back to the constructive program, time having been lost,
life and substance having been lavishly
expended. Since we have had to suspend the program, we have had to ques-
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tion ourselves, in this turmoil of the
rapids, question our own conduct and
our own motives so it is to be expected
that we shall come out of the war with
a clearer vision of what we have been
doing and so proceed with our task,
quickened, and inspired. We should
something,
see that we were living
not merely living. So we are fighting
something, not merely fighting an
enemy. In defining the process of social
life which the war interrupted, and
which we are sure to resume, we name
our objectives: the security of human
rights, the broadening of culture, the
increase of the individual's scope and
responsibility, the extension of freedom.
They were these through all our national history. We recognize them
clearly and with something of a start
we see that we have not done what we
might have done to achieve them. You,
as students of your times, will be aware
of the contradiction between what we
have done and what we say we mean to
do as a nation. You will have weighed
the deficiency, and have found, I am
sure, that it is not proof of hypocrisy,
but due to the want of thought and zeal.
So you will need to come back from the
war stirred to thought and primed with
zeal. And you have a right to ask of
the nation which you serve that, in your
absence, it gives this constructive program thought and apply with zeal that
part of it applicable to a war program.
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One item of this catalogue of objectives, I suggest, you have a right to
emphasize. It is appropriate to speak

of it on this occasion, for it is the item
of liberal education, or what I called the
broadening of culture.
I trust I have your sympathy if I
devote the remainder of my brief remarks to this theme. First, let me say
that I fully agree that the Army and
Navy must take their recruits from the
colleges, must yank them out of their
educational routine and train them for
service in the quickest possible way.
That means that most of the able-bodied
young men of college age will have to
sacrifice a liberal education today. For
that, they can be returned to the liberal
colleges after the war at the government's expense, as an act of justice,
which already is in contemplation.
Then, may I say that I do not think
that all liberal education in this country, or all the liberal colleges, are worth
saving. That, obviously, has little to do
with the thesis that liberal education is
an intrinsic part of our American civilization, and so is one of the elements of
the post-war world which we are determined to strengthen. If some of our
liberal education and some of our liberal colleges have been below the mark,
that is all the more reason to strengthen
liberal education. We are in danger of
being discouraged about liberal education because of the emphasis in this day
and age on economic security. Much
of our education has been narrowed to
the training of skills, so that a light
has been growing dimmer which was
brighter in our own past. It is the light
that education is the training of the
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mind to think, rather than of the individual to · earn_ It is the gift to the
mind of its own heritage, it is the appreciation of the sequences of growth,
by which we find the past in our present, and can differentiate a desirable future from an undesirable one. Education is quint-essential to social freedom,
for without it the choice of the future
is submitted to the tyranny of chance.
I have no fault to find with the War
and Navy Departments for their neglect
of the liberal arts and their indifference to the liberal arts colleges in their
program. It is their job to train soldiers and sailors. It is their job to
bring the courage, loyalty and endurance -of soldiers and sailors into favorable fields where the enemy can be overpowered. But the War and Navy Departments are not the nation. They are
specialists working capably as specialists. They have not been entrusted with
our civilization and culture, any more
than the chief of police is asked also to
be the superintendent of schools.
Since the young men in the services
are being deprived of a liberal education, .a ndt}te training to think and to
perceive, our entire national life is being depleted to this extent. And if this
were unavoidable because of the war,
the p'rice would have to be paid, for the
war ~ust be won, even if liberal education, so to speak, has to die for the cause
of liberal education. But it is not unav.oidable. Only a percentage of the
young men will have to forego a liberal

education, all of whose places can be
filled by the young men who do not meet
the physical requirements of the services, and by young women. Youth is
no commodity that needs to be rationed
because of a shortage, or because we
are shipping it to our allies. There is
no shortage. We have the schools, we
have the youth to fill every vacated place
in the schools. The only shortage is in
planning, and in will-power. Liberal
education does not need to die for liberal education. On the contrary, more
than ever it must live for it.
One of the objectives of the war is the
requirement it brings for a generation
of thinkers, of men and women not subject to the tyranny of chance, who can
choose the future as free persons. This
nation is coming to its full maturity, it
will emerge from this war the strongest nation on earth. It also will come
into that maturity somewhat impaired in
heart and soul and mind, if it does not
have young men and young women in
greater numbers than ever before, who
have had the discipline and broadening
of liberal education. I am not worried that some of the professions will
not be well taught during this crisis and
are not being generously provided for
under present arrangements. But there
is more to civilization than that. Let ·
me ,quote a passage from the writing
of a soldier whose name often appears
in the day's news: "Power of mind," he
wrote, "implies a versatility that one
does not obtain through exclusive practice of one?s profession. The real school

of leadership is in general culture. There
has been no illustrious captain who
did not possess taste and feeling for
the heritage of the human mind. At the
root of Alexander's victories one will
always find Aristotle." That was written long before the war by General
Charles DeGaulle, the leader of the
Fighting French.
Until now, liberal education could be
left to private sources and resources,
and to local communities, but in a war
of the present magnitude, private sources
. and resources are utterly inadequate, and
local communities are unable to come
to grips with a problem which now is
national in scope. The nation has never
been called upon before to take stock of
its dependence on liberal education, or
to act in anticipation of a dangerous
impairment of its civilized life. That
time, however, has come, and the nation
could more conscientiously send the
young men to war who graduated from
the colleges this year, if it could assure
them that it was not shirking its duty
to education, and depriving them of the
help they will need on their return. It
is not true that their experience in war
will of itself fit them to cope with the
problems of peace. It will develop the·
implements of courage, loyalty and endurance. Some will gain judgment and
develop initiative in handling problems
of administration. But not on the hattlefields, not in the pilot's seat of planes,
or the gunner's post in tanks, or in the
turrets of a cruiser, will come the sense
that history is a sequence, that we have

become what we are, not of our own
invention, that we watch over a heritage,
and that this must be added to, if we
are to have deserved our civilization. It
will take more than dentists, physicians,
veterinarians, chemists and engineers to
conduct the affairs of America. It will
take men and women of culture, which
is to say men and women who know
themselves as products of a long process,
and who feel the privilege and the
sacred obligation to add to their heritage in passing it on. And while it is
easy to scorn contemporary liberal colleges because they did not forewarn
their students during the past twenty
years of the calamity through which they
were to live, this is a criticism, not of
liberal education, but of its want. Now,
I should say, such weakness as liberal
education has shown in the last twenty
years, makes its strengthening all the
more urgent, so that we can enter the
peace with greater spiritual preparedness than we entered this war.
All this is, of course, saying the obvious. This nation owes an enormous
debt to liberal education. The men
who founded the Republic included
many of wide and liberal knowledge,
with trained and active minds, some of
them the finest minds of their time. Education in the new world was the synonym for opportunity. The settlers of
America devoted handsomely of their
slender means to free schooling. We
send a greater share of our young persons to schools of higher learning than
any other people of the earth. We

