32
gades took part in the battle !or the city of
Wilno. Other Polish detachments were engaged In mopping up operations In the
Provinces of Wilno and Nowogrodek. Everywhere Polish commanders of these units
were praised by the Soviet officers who, as in
Volhynia, promised them help, arms, and
even artillery. But again, as · soon as the
battle was over, the Soviet attitude was
radically changed. On July 19, 1944, the
Soviet authorities arrested the staff of the
Home Army in the districts of Wilno and
Nowogrodek and the Polish forces were disarmed. These officers and most of their
soldiers were deported to an unknown destination.
As a rule reprisals followed as soon as the
battle was ended. This action was justified
by the alleged anti-Soviet attitude of the
Polish soldiers which found its expresston In
their service in the home army or in their
participation in the activities in the Polish
underground. The S::iviet authorities considered every form of cooperation with the
Polish Government in London as a crime.

o! what the Americans and British tell them ,
that salvation will· never come to Poland
from the capitalist western countries, that
there is no hope for Poland except from the
Soviet Union.
In spite of all this and in accordance with
their determination to subordinate every effort to the need of an all-out struggle with
the German invaders, the Polish Government
ordered their home army in Poland on October 25, 1943, and February 18, 1944, to disclose their identity to the advancing S:iviet
armies and to cooperate with them in the
struggle against the Germans. Following
these orders Polish units fought Rgainst the
Germans and assisted the Red Army in
liberating provinces of Volhynia, Tarnopol,
Wilno, Nowogrodek, Polesie, Lwow, and
Lublin.
It is to be regretted that this military
cooperation was not met in the proper spirit
by the Red Army .
,
' As long as the battle against the Germans
In Volhynia went on, the attitude of the
Soviet commanders to the Polish forces was
correct, and the Poles were even promised
help in arms and ammunition. These promises were not kept. On the contrary, as the
action in Volhynia was concluded, the attitude of the Soviet authorities underwent a
radical change. The Polish officers were arrested, the soldiers disarmed and forced to
join the Red Army. After a few days the
reprisals became more severe. On March 9,
1944, the Soviet authorities executed the
•commander of the Polish home army in
.Luck and several Polish soldiers wer.e hanged
there on the same day. Six days later, the
Commander of the home forces in the
Kiwerce region-Volhynla-was shot. At the
end of that month a number of other officers
and men of the home army, who divu lged
their Identity to the Soviet authorities on
orders of the Polish Government In London
and who fought side by side with the Soviet
armies, were executed.
Three battalions of the Polish home army
cooperated with a Soviet division in Its battles along the river Wilja and In the Rudnicka
Forest (south of Wilno). Four Polish bri629731-10195

In Majdanek, near Lublin, where ill-famed
German concentration camp was situated, the
Soviet authorities detained in August 1944
about 2,500 officers and soldiers of the home
army. Further, 200 Polish officers and noncoms have been deported to Kiev . Mass arrests have been made in the districts of Radom, Brzesc on Bug, Zamosc, Biala Podlaska,
Tomaszow Lubelski , Minsk, Mazowiecki, Rzeszow, and Bialystok. - The behavior of the Soviet authorities is identical both east and
west of the so-called Curzon line.
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In the light of these facts the true meaning
of the Soviet policy toward Poland is revealed.
Good will exists only on the Polish side.
The Soviets a im at premeditated annihilation
of all organizational centers which fight for a
free and Independent Poland.

NoTE.-F1acts and figures except introductory remarks were furnished by the·
Coordinating· Committee of AmericanPolish Associations in tµe East, 103 Park
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Telephone
Murray Hill 5-8851.
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REMARKS

HON. ALVINE. O'KONSKI
Mr. O'KONSKI. Mr. Speaker, it has
become necessary to remind ourselves
that there are those in high places who
are tempted to forsake the principles
which brought us into this present war.
If we in Congress permit those in high
places to turn their backs upon · these
honorable principles, our sacrifice of a
million boys will have been in vain. If
we permit these principles to be lost, we
might save for a time almost everything
except our honor and our souls.
These principles were first crystal clear
when we entered the Battle of Britain.
By saving Britain we saved the principles
for which we were fighting. Now with
dramatic suddenness we see before us the
Battle of Poland. It is not a military battle; it need never be so. It is but a diplomatic battle, but a battle that must be
won, because in the Battle of Poland is
interwoven all the .principles for. which
we entered this global war. The Battle
of Poland has become a test of the sincerity of the United Nations. The Battle
of Poland is a test of the all-importa.n t
question, Just what is it we are fighting
for in this war?
The entire world today has its eyes on
Poland. The conflict between Russia and
Poland doe not concern the Curzon line.
Gentlemen of the House, do not be deceived so easily. The Battle of Poland
does not concern the frontiers of Poland.
The question is not, Shall Poland's eastern border be shifted westward? Nor is
the question one of losing some territory
629731-10195

in the East for a gain of some territory
The question simply is,
Shall Poland exist?
It is most important that should Poland lose this diplomatic battle witl;l Russia all Europe, yes all the world, loses
just as heavily. Without a free Poland
there can be no free Europe or a free
world. That is why in 1939 England and
France went to war. That is why in 1941
we went to war. The threat to Polish
freedom is a threat to freedom all over
the world. The world has been set afire
as a result of Munich. It wiJl again be
set afire and freedom will die with Poland if she is permitted to die.
It is well to note that Poland today is
a testing ground not only of our sincerity in this war but also a testing ground
to find out if freedom is secure. The
threat to Poland's freedom is the first
step of a projected program to threaten
freedom in every country all over the
world. If communism has its way in Poland we are giving Russia a green light
to proceed elsewhere. The freedom of
all liberty-loving people all over the
world is at stake in the B:i,ttle of Poland.
It is now time for America to speak
out. It is now time to show our hand.
It is now time to answer the question:
Just for what purpose are our sons being
killed? It is now time to prove our sincerity. Our honor is . at stake in the
Battle of Poland. Shall we sit idly by
watching Poland crushed by the merciless monster of communism, knowing full
well that some day soon all Europe too
will be crushed the same way? What
kind of peace will it be to live in constant dread of the spread of communism?
in the West.

OF

(2)

The fate of Poland will determine
whether this war has been won or lost.
Speak up America. Your conscience and
your honor is at stake. Is America going to permit another Munich of appeasement? Is America going to rescue
millions of Europeans from the beast of
nazi-ism and embrace them in the arms
of the beast of communism?
So that the true facts of the Battle of
Poland can be made known, I am reciting
a complete story with factual material.
I urge ·fellow Members to study these
facts and urge positive action by our
leaders now before it becomes too late.
Are we fighting for freedom? Well, Poland Is freedom. If Poland is lost freedom is lost. In the Battle of Poland our
honor is at stake. Wake up America
and act now before it is too late.
WHAT Is IT ALL ABOUT?
What is the real issue In the Polish-Soviet
controversy that has become paramount In
Importance for the United Nations?
The So· let Union makes two principal demands on Poland : 1. That Poland cecie to the
Soviet -·n1on all her eastern territories up to
the so-called Curzon Line. 2. That Pol~nd,
once liberated from the German occupation,
establish a government friendly to Soviet
Russia.
Once these demands are satisfied, the
friends of Moscow claim that unity among
the Allies would be restored and the PolishSoviet relations would achieve an edifying
degree of friendliness.
Why, then, docs the Polish Government
oppose so vigorously these Russian demands?
TERRITORIAL DEMANDS OF THE sovmT UNION
1. What Is Eastern Poland?

The Soviet Union claims !or Russia the
territory, delimited in the east by the Treaty
of Riga, concluded between Poland, Russia,
629731-10195

and tl~ e Ukraine on March 18, 1921. In the
west the territory In question stretches as
far as the so-called, erroneously, Curzon
Line. As a matter of fact , this line does not
deviate much from the line or Poland's
fourth partition, concl•1ded by the Ribbentrop-Molotov agreement of September 28,
1939. At pres~r_t this partition has been
attributed to a more trustworthy authority,
that of the British statesman, although Lord
Curzon never intended to settle Poland 's
frontier along this line.
What Is this territory that the Soviet
Union demands?
Is it a small patch of land, insignificant
in size? No. It ls not, for It has an area of
70,000 square miles and constitutes 46 .5 percent of the total area of Poland. It ls larger
in size than Illinois or Missouri, and four
European countries put together-Belgium,
Holland, Denmark, and Latvia-would comfortably fit into this mileage.
Is it a depopulated, desolate land? By no
means. In 1931 It was inhabited by 10, 734,000 people, and in 1939 its population was
nearly 12,000,000, or 33.l percent of the total
Polish population. More people liVL in eastern Poland than in Pennsylvania, second
largest State of the Union, and more than
In Australia and New Zealand put together.
Is this territory as poor and worthless as
Mr. Churchill stated in his speech of December 15, 1944? Quite the contrary. The
"most desolated region" of the Polesle
marshes which Mr. Churchill matched against
"the beauty of the ancient seaport of Danzig" constitutes no more than 20 percent of
the whole territory coveted by the Soviet
Union. The eastern territories gave to Poland much more than the Polesie marshes;
it contributed 90 percent of Poland's natural
gas, 63 percent of Poland's o!l, one of Europe's richest potassium mines, Poland's sole
deposits of phosphates and ozocerite, 50 percent of the Polish forests, 42 percent of Poland's water power, 40 percent of the total
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arable land, orchards, and gardens, 63 percent
of Poland's meadows and pastures. It is also
in the eastern part of the country that two

people may be found In the attitude of the

of the People's Commissars signed by Lenin
on August 28, 1919. This decree read ;

Soviet Government toward the Ukrainians in

population, the Jews 24.1 percent, the Ukrain·
ians 11 .2 percent, and the Russians 0.2 per•

"All agreements and acts concluded by the

Poland, and in the attitude of the Ukrainians

cent.

Government of the former Russian Empire
with the Governments of the Kingdom of

in Poland toward the Soviet Union.

Wilno-:-in the northeastern part of Poland-has a population of 195,100. Of these

The easterP. territories contribute to the

Prussia and the Austro-:Hungarian Empire in

Soviet Russia In 1939, mass deportations into

65.9 percent are Poles, 28 percent Jews, 3.8

agricultural production of Poland as fol-

connection with the partitions of Poland, are

the depths of Russia began almost imme-

percent Russians, 0.9 percent White Ruthe-

annulled forever by the present revolution,

diately. Among those arrested and deported

nians, and 0.8 Lithuanians.

in view of the fact that they are contrary to
the principle of the self-determination of

there was a large number of Ukrainians. It

It would be indeed a queer application of

was at this time that the Ukrainian-Amer-

the principle of self-determination if we

peoples, and to revolutionary sense of law

ican Institute in Pittsburgh wired to the

should overlook the wishes of the largest

of the Russian nation, which recognizes the

Soviet Embassy in Washington as follows :

national groups in order to cater to the wishes

wealthy cities of an ancient Polish culture,
Wilno and Lw6w, are located.

lows:
Percent

Wheat------------------- - ------- - ---Rye_____________________________ _ ____

45
28

Oats---------------- -- - ---------· ·- --Barley-----·------- - ------------·_____
Vegetables-- - ---- ---------------- ----Potatoes .. _____________________________

38
36
45
33

:Hemp---------- · -- - -----------------Flax---------------------------- .----IVIaize _________________________________

61
78
98

Tobacco_______________________________

80

inalienable right of the Polish nation to
independence and unity."

bloody liquidation of the people of Soviet

Any change in the Polish-Soviet frontier, lf

Ukrainian territory marks one of the blackest

made, cannot
grounds .

be

justified

on historical

3. Ethnographic considera+ions

2. Historical considerations

Why should eastern Poland be given to
Soviet Russia?

When eastern Poland was incorporated into

On the ground of ethnographic considera-

"The history of your government's cruel and

pages in modern history.
"Your government stands guilty of de-

of minorities who had not even been asked
what their wishes were.
4. Cultural considerations

On the grounds of cultural considerations?
!VIost emphatically-no! Despite over a cen-

liberately planning the starvation and anni-

tury of Russian rule western civilization and

hilation of m!llions of innocent men, women,

Polish culture, so foreign to the culture and

But these also do not speak for

and children during the years of 1932 and

civilization of Russia, still permeates these

On the ground of historical considera-

Russia . According to the census of 1931-

areas .

tions? But these do not speak for Russia .
(a) The southern part of Eastern Poland,

the last Polish census-100,000 Russians or

1933.
"The Ukrainian people throughout the

less than 1 percent of the population of East-

world, as well as all civilized nations, will hold

greater influence than their numbers would

the so-called Eastern Galicia, with an area

ern ·Poland, lived in the territories claimed

your government strictly responsible for your

seem to warrant.

of 23,583 square miles, has never belonged

by Soviet Russia.

government's treatment of our brothers in

they were was made obvious in 1906, when

to Russia; only once in its history was it

tions?

It is quite true that the

populat~on

of this

held by the Russians, during the period of

territory, as In all the borderlands in Europe

Russia's friendship with Nazi Germany, be-

(Alsace and Lorraine, Schleswig, IVIacedonia,

tween September 1939 and June 1941.

Fiume, Tyrol, Sudatenland, etc.) is ethnically

eastern Galicia.
-The leading organ of the Ukrainian Na-

The Poles in these territories exerted a far
:How well-liked and trusted

the first only democratic elections to the
Duma took place.

Notwithstanding Russian

tional All!ance in the United States of Amer-

domination, these elections returned only 3

ica, Svoboda, wrote :

Russian representatives out of the 17 who

(b) The rest of the territory claimed by

miited. But it is equally true that the Poles

"Anyone famil!ar with the attitude of not

Russia today formed a part of the Tzarist

there form the largest single national group,

only the Ukrainian but also the Polish and

Empire only during the times of partitions-

and·, together with the Jewish group, consti-

Jewish populations of that territory toward

Eastern Poland produced such outstanding

1772-1918 -when Poland , divided between

tute over 45 percent of the population.

Russian communism, will i:gree with the au-

foles as Kosciusko and Pulaski, who fought

thor of these lines that in a free election the

tor America's

number of votes for the incorporation of

Sobieski, who in the seventeenth century rea-

Germany, Russia, and Austria, was erased
from the map of Europe.

One should also remember that although
many Ukrainians and White Ruthenians live

were to represent the province; the rest were
Polish.

independence;

King

John

that territory into Soviet Russia would not

cued Vienna, and with It all of Europe from

amount to more than 10 percent of the total

the IVIoslem invasion; Jozef Pilsudski, leader

votes, and most probably less."

of the nation during and after World War

If these partitions were to form the basis

in Eastern Poland, it is most doubtful-to

for any territorial demands on historical

say the least-whether they would want to

grounds, Warsaw should also be included, for

be incorporated into the communist set-up

the Polish capital had suffered with the rest

of the Soviet Union . Before the war Com-

While speaking of ethnographic considera-

No. 11 Ignacy Paderewski, famous pianist;

o! the country 123 years of the Tzarist yoke.

munism made only very insignificant head-

tions, It is pertinent to mention the composi-

Joseph Conrad-Konrad Korzeniowski-au-

But the partitions were condemned by the

way among the Ukrainians.

world.

Quarterly asserts that "there was hardly an-

tion of population In the two largest cities of
Eastern Poland : Lw6w and W!lno.

Jefferson called the partitions of

The Ukrainian

Poland a crime; President Wilson, "one of

other country in Europe where anti-Com-

the greatest crimes Of history."

munist feelings were stronger."

Even the

Soviet Government had formally condemned

The best proof that the union with soviet

and annulled the partitions by the decree
629731-10195

Russia was not the heart's desire of thesa

tbor of many brilliant novels written in Eng-

Lwow Is the capital of southeastern Poland

lish; Wroblewski and Olszewski, two scientists
who were the first to liquefy air; Adam·

with a population of 312,200 inhabitants.

!VIickiewicz and Juljusz Slowaeki, Poland's

The Poles constitute 63.5 percent ot Lw6w's

two greatest poets, and scores of others.

629731-10196
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6. Moral considerations

N<D cultural considerations can therefore
speak in favor of incorporating eastern Po•
land into Soviet Russia.

Then, there are still-last but by no means
least--moral considerations. They were also
mentioned by Mr. Churchill, that eloquent

5. Strategic reasons

pleader for a change in frontiers . The Soviet

Because of strategic necessity?
Strategic arguments are repeatedly advanced nowadays to speak together with the
demands for Russia's security in favor of
partitioning Poland and incorporating her
eastern territories in the Soviet Union. Mr.
Clmrchill, in his recent speech, has also been

Army is liberating Poland from the Germans,
and therefore Poland should repay Russia
for their help with a half of Polish territory.
"That is the great gift that they-the Poleshave to give to Russia," Prime Minister
Churchill said.
This is a bill which but one party presents.

guilty of this misrepresentation:
"Twice in our lifetime Russia has been
violently assaulted by Germany, many millions of Russians have been slain, and vast
tracts of Russian soil have been devastated
as a result of repeated German aggression.
Russia has the right of reassurance against
future attacks from ·the west."

Poland may present another bill, and a much
more convincing one to those whose thinking
is· unbiased.
Poland did not passively wait for her liberation.

Poland had fought valiantly for

full 5 weeks in 1939. taking upon herself
the whole German might at the very outset
of the war; Poland's fall was indeed pre-

1944 With the Soviet armies approaching

she be strong emerging from the turmoil

Pcllsh soil.

of the war w'.th an army of 4,000 men?
In the course of 18 years (1921-39) the

The divisions of the Polish home

army took part in liberating eastern Poland,
in liberating Lwow and Wilno.

Despite the

lack of any assistance and help whatsoever
they engaged the Germans in open fighting

by the Soviet Union.

Treaty of Riga has been reaffirmed more than
once by the Russians, notably in 1923, when

days.
Poland's losses in this war amount to

R. S. F. S. ·R.

nearly 18 percent of her total population.

whom should Poland pr_esent her bill and in

principal allied and associated powers-Great

what amount?
The reward that is being prepared for Po-

the Polish-Soviet frontier on March 15, 1923,

land today will rob her of half her territory,

and when 3 weeks later, on April 5, 1923, the

the very so!l in whose defense Poland has

United States of America joined in extend-

suffered so much and fought so valiantly.

ing its recognition also.

The Polish-Soviet frontier as of 1939 was

and France in 1940, at a time when oil and

1921-much further to the west than the
line which had been suggested by the Rus•
sians themselves in Lenin's proposal of Jan-

this occurred both times at a time when

Battle of Britain, when every eighth German

uary 29, 1920, and In their answer to Lord

Poland did not exist· on the map of Europe

plane shot down over London was accounted

Curzon's note of July 11, 1918. By the terms

(1914 and 1941) . While Poland did exist as

for by the Polish airmen . Has this bill beeu

of the treaty Poland gave up 120,000 square
miles of her prepartition territory, despite

an independent state in 1939, she took upon

paid in Mr. Church!ll's speech?

It did not seem so when the

conference of ambassadors representing the
Britain, France, Italy, and Japan-recognized

It did not seem debatable, either, at the

7. Pre-war Polish-Soviet frontier

established by the Treaty of Riga-March 18,

grain fl.owed from Russia to Germany .
Poland fought for England during the

Is Poland's title to her eastern territories
debatable?

Poland fought in the · defense of Norway

attacked by Germany in this century, but

the U. S . S. R. emerged from the original

No other country has had to bear su~h terrific losses, not even Soviet Rurnia. To

cipitated by Soviet aggression from the east.

it was quite the contrary; Russia was twice

once,

in the streets of Warsaw on August 1, 1944,

that it was Poland which had facilitated
In reality

e~en

On the contrary, the

and fought them for 63 days, long, hopeless

One might conclude from this statement
the German invasion of Russia.

frontier as established by the Treaty of
Riga was never questioned, not

time when none of the allied governments
recognized the Soviet occupation of eastern_
Poland.

The State Department and the

British Foreign Office made it quite clear
in their statements that their Governments
stand by policy of nonrecognition of territory taken by conquest. Such a policy is in
accordance

w~th

the principles formulated

in the Atlantic Charter.

Poland fought in the defense of Suez Canal

the fact that the Soviet Government had de-

8. Territorial compensations

sion, and would have defended herself much

and Egypt because the treaty between Po-

more efficiently were it not for the stab in

land and Great Britain-August 25, 1939-

nounced formally the partitions of Poland.
By the terms of the treaty 1,500,000 Poles

of Curzon line, the Soviet Government of-

provided for the. mutual assistance in case

were left in Russia, while only 150,000 Rus-

fers Poland the belt of land stretching along

of an aggression. Poland has faithfully fulfilled her obligations resulting from the

sians remained in Poland.

Poland's western frontier, carved out of Ger-

At the time of peace negotiations the Rus-

many up to the River Oder and Neisse , and

treaty.

sian delegation opposed strongly Polish fi-

a part of East Prussia (witl1out, however, the
largest town and port of Koenigsberg) .

herself the whole brunt of the Nazi aggres-

the back the Red Armies dealt

Polan~

on

September 17, 1939.
So much for Russian security in the west.
That the annexation of eastern Poland plays

As a compensation for the territories east

no role here was clearly shown in 1941, when

Poland fought in Italy and after D-day-

nancial and reparational claims, while agree-

Hitler's army pushed unimpeded across this

in France, in Belgium, and in Holland-for

ing readily to the frontier line as proposed

territory in but a few days, without fighting

she believed that peace is indivisible and that
fighting the Germans anywhere in the

by the Polish delegation.
It

frontier and undoubtedly will be decided

To avoid a new · German attack in the

world was a battle !or freedom and inde-

was not a solution thrust upon a weak Rus-

upon by the peace conference . But to think

future, Soviet Russia should aim not at par-

pendence.
Poland, the land without a Quisling, had

sia by a strong Poland as some would have

of a country as of a wheelbarrow which may

it.

be pushed around at will, to the east or to

fought unceasingly at home ever since 1939,
waging guerllla warfare, organizing sabotage

could she be strong, regaining her independ-

the west--ls to deal a blow to the deepest

lations with the other United Nations, and

non ~

feelings and instincts of this country's peo-

~mong

and diversion. These activities increased in

existence and foreign oppression? How could

ple. No nation will ever understand or con-

any major engagements.

titioning Poland, but at disarming and con_t_J:olling Germany and establishing close rethem, with Poland.
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The Treaty of Riga was a compromise.

Strong Poland?

What nonsense!

ence after more than a century or
(129731-10195

Certain necessary corrections and al terations have to be made in the Polish-German

How
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done such an approach to the territorial
questions. And It's even more true In case
of the ancient Polish nation, proud of the
thousand years of its national history.
The establishment of the proposed Poli~h
German frontier on the River Oder would,
besides, burst wide open the grave problem

ot 7,000,000 people who would become an
obnoxious German minority group. We do
not propose here to discuss all the implications o! this problem, but we cannot fail
to mention it and to signal Its gravity.
9. Conclusions

There can be no argument, whether advanced by the Soviet Union or by those who
support Russian policy which would justify
the partitioning of Poland. Should this partition be carried out by force of arms and
maintained with Russian bayonets- a wrong
Will have been perpetrated, and-keenly felt

as it will be by the Polish nation- it will
provide the worst possible basis for the tuture relations between the neighbor countries and the seeds of new grave complica•
tlons in that part of Europe.
The Polish-Soviet confiict, however, Is not
limited to the territorial dispute alone.
Much greater issues are involved in th! - con11.ict, much greater problems are at stake.
SOVIET DEMANDS FOR A FRIENDLY POLISH
GOVERNMENT

Soviet demands tor the establishment in
Poland of a friendly government would seem
to Imply that up to this time the Polish Gov~rnment's attitude toward Russia have been
tlostlle.

relationship on a good-neighbor policy and
on close collaboration in war as well as in
peace.
This readiness was not limited alone to
statements by the Polish premiers and those
head Polish foreign policy. It also found expression in many acts of good will. All the
more worthy notice, since they occurred after
the Soviets had broken the Polish-Russian
nonaggression pact, still in force, after the
occupation of half of Poland's territory by

Army, and It act:ially did cooperate with
the Russians In liberating Wilna and Lwow,
and In fighting in the district of Kielce and

was clearly demonstrated in their acts of :
The signing of the Polish-Russian Treaty

2. The Polish Prime Minister, Mikolajczyk,

Unfortunately, two parties are needed for

twice went to Moscow hoping to end the

a harmonious relationship. The Soviet Union
cannot boast of a single act of friendliness
or cooperation on Its part.

of July 30, 19-11, by which act the Polish
Government proclaimed its readiness to let
bygones be bygones and to forget the wrongs
done by the Soviets; the signing of the
declaration of friendly cooperation between
Poland and Russia on December 4, 1941; the
formation of military units of Poles de. ported to Russia.
After a year this army, when It became
Impossible to obtain supplies of food and
ammunition from the Soviet authorities, was
evacuated to territories remaining under the
protection of the western Allies. For the
past year this army has been fighting in Italy,

As a pretext !or breaking relations, the
Soviets took exception to the !act that the
Polish Government applied to the Interna-

Nothing Is further !ram the truth. The
;bree premiers who have headed the Polish
Jovernment from the moment of the outof this war (Gen. W. Sikorski, s.
Wk:olajczyk, and T. Arclszewski), on many
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expressed not In official declarations only but

provinces (over a million people deported
deep into Russia, arrests, death sentences,
comr··Jsor- deprivation of citizenship, etc_).
The good will of the · Polish Government

>ecasions have stressed their readiness to coiperate with the Soviet Union, basing their

toward Soviet Russia

Even after the break of diplomatic relations the Polish Government continued Its
policy of good will and declared Its readiness to discuss · all outstanding questions
with the Soviets for the sake of Allied unity
and common victory. Their readiness was
through following acts:
1. The Polish Home Army received an
order from the Polish Government to cooperate militarily with the approaching Red

~reak

The attitude of the Polish Government

1939.

campaign was Immediately switched to the
new Polish Commander. A personification
of the Polish spirit of patriotism and resistance , General Bar of legendary fame, whose
bravery was truly an Inspiration f·.>r all freedom-loving peoples-was described by the
Soviets and Soviet agents as a "traitor to
his nation" and statements were made that
should Bar fall into Soviet hands he would
be brought to trial as a war criminal for
causing the deaths of thousands of people In
the Warsaw fighting.

the Soviet Army, after the partitioning of
Poland by Germany and Russia, and after
innumerable wrongs which the Soviets infiicted upon the population of the occupied

where It has distinguished Itself by Its conquests of Monte Cassino and Ancona.
The Soviet Government did not deem It
necessary to stand by their declarations or
to fulfill the obligations arising from treaties
they had signed. In April 1943 they broke
of diplomatic relations with the Polish Government.

r.

tlonal Red Cross to investigate the mysterious
Katyn massacre of 10,000 Polish officers who
bad been Russian prisoners of war since

in Warsaw.

dispute.
These visits did not bring about reconciliation for the simple reason that the
Soviet Government, having other plans in
mind, did not seek a true reconciliation.
Most telling in this respect was the Soviet
refusal to accept the United States offer of
mediation in Polish-Russian dispute, January 26, 1944.
The story of the Polish Commander In
Chief, Gen. Kazimierz Sosnkowski, illustrates
well the fact that it IS not this or that particular member of the Polish Government
whom the Soviets object to, but the very
thought of reconciliation with an independent Poland which is distasteful to the Soviet
leaders.
Throughout 1944 the Soviet press carried
violent attacks against General Sosnkowskl.
When finally the President of the Polish Republic relieved the general of his duties as
Commander in Chief of the Polish Forces (In
August 1944) and appointed to the post
3en. Tadeusz Komorow~ki (the heroic Gen~ral '"Bar" of the Warsaw Insurrectlon)-the
629731-10195

From the above facts It should be quite
clear that the Polish Government not only
omitted nothing that could restore friendly
relations between Poland and Russia, but
yet did more than could be expected or demanded of Poland after the tragic years of
1939-41.

2. The legal status of the Polish Government

The status of the Polish Government Is
occasionally questioned by Soviet sources and
their recipients abroad, and the Issued raised
of the legality of the Polish Government.
In connection with these charges, the following statements are in order:
Poland's present government Is established
In accordance with the Polish constitution.
This constitution was binding before the outbreak of the war and could be amended or
changed only by a parliament freely elected
by the people of a free and independent
Poland.
The continuity of government In the legal
sense of the term, has been kept by Poland
throughout the war. Prof. P. E. Oppenheim, prominent in the field of International
law, declared that the Polish Prime Minister
and the Ministers of his cabinet "were appointed by the new President of the republic, all In accordance with the constitution. Hence the continuity of the Polish Re·
public is prese1·ved."
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Due to the foreign occupation of Poland,
neither the President nor the Government
can carry on their work In their home country, and therefore London became the temporary seat of the Polish Government.
The Polish Government ls recognized by
all the United Nations (except Russia) and
'by all neutral governments. The attitude of
the United States Government is typical in
this respect. On October 2, 1939, Secretary
'of State Cordell Hull issued a statement to
the effect that the United States continued to
"regard the Government of Poland as in
;existence in accordance with the provisions of
the constitution of Poland."
Many acts of the Soviets testify to the
fact that even Soviet Russia herself regards
the Polish Government in London as the
only rightful Government of Poland. This
has been atlirmed by the fact that1. The Soviet Government had concluded
several agreements with the Polish Government in exile during the period 1941-43.
2. Even after relations had been broken
off, the Soviet Government endeavored to
induce the Polish Government to give up
the eastern Polish territories. Accepting the
Polish Government In London as a party
to these parleys, the Soviets revealed that
they considered that Government the legitimate trll!!tee of the Interests of the Polish
nation.
3. Representative character of the Polish
Government

When attempts to undermine the legal
status of the Polish Government In exile
failed, the Soviets endeavored to question
at least the representative character of the
Government. In the communique of the
Soviet news agency TASS of March 1, 1943,
we find the following phrase:
" 'The present Polish ruling circles do not
reflect in this matter the genuine opinion
of the Polish people,' and the statement of
the Soviet Government of January 11, 1944,
charges that 'the emigre Polish Government
ls cut off from its people.'"
629731-10195
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This charge-as many others previously
quoted-ls not true. Among all the governments in exile, the Polish Government undoubtedly has the closest contact with the
nation It represents. This exceptionally
close contact ls a result of the following
facts:
1. The Polish Government in exile maintains constant touch with Poland by means
of radi.o and couriers, going both to Poland
and from Poland (the Poles ha.ve established
undoubtedly the best system of communication of all the exiled governments) .
2. All the Important decisions of the Polish
Government in London, as well as its political
program, are forwarded to Poland for the
consideration of the Polish underground
parliament-the Council of National Unity.
3. The Deputy Prenl.ler of the Polish Government remains In Poland and acts as the
Government's delegate Inside the occupied
country, Three more leaders of t h e underground movement hold ministerial portfolios
and, while working in Poland, are members of
the London Cabinet.
4. The present Prime Minister, Tomasz
Arciszewski, remained in German-occupied
Poland until July 1944 (almost 5 years) and
was one of the leaders of the Polish underground; the Minister of Interior, Zygmunt
Berezowskl, also reached London only recently, having left Poland In the spring of
1944. All together six members of the present
Polish Government represent the underground.
There can be no question but that the
Polish Nation obeys the Polish Government
in London. The Soviets frequently complain
of the obedience which people In Poland display with regard to the orders from the distant London Government. By the word "frequently" we mean whenever those orders do
not wholly agree with Soviet plans.
The Warsaw Insurrection In 1944 provides a
moving example of the London Government's
influence In Poland. The Warsaw insurrection had been ordered by the Polish home

army, cooperating with the Government In
exile, and was supported by the entire population. The battle lasted for over 2 months,
despite the lack. of aid , despite the fact that
the Soviet Government and its agents inside
Poland did their best to minimize and ridicule
the Warsaw battle in the eyes of the world
and to prevent any help from reaching the
people locked in mortal combat with the
Germans.
4. Conclusions

Thus the Polish Government-temporarlly
in London-.(a) is the only legal and rightful
Government of the Polish Republic; (b) ls
most representative of the Polish Nationinsofar as this is at all possible in time of
war; (c) is a government friendly to the
Soviet Union, and sincerely deslrnus of establishing good neighborly relations with
Russia, provided that there is an equal manifestation of good will on the part of the
Soviet Union.
What does the present Soviet policy mean,
therefore, and what lurks behind these Soviet
attacks on the Polish Government?
THE REAL ASPECT OF SOVIET POLICY TOWARD
POLAND

Annexation of half of Poland's territory Is
only a part of the Soviet program as regards
Poland. Under the pretext of establishing a
friendly government, Russia plans to liquidate Poland as an independent state.
Let us consider facts which have taken
place during the past year and a half.

mail failed, the group sought to seize the
governmental authority in :E'o\and.
As to the character of this group it suffices to mention that during its initial activities it was headed by Wanda Wasil.iwska, a
colonel in the Red Army and a member of
the Supreme Soviet, and wife of the Soviet
Vice Commissar of Foreign Affairs, A. Korneychuk .
At present Mrs. Wasilewska-Korneychuk
has been succeeded by Mr. E. Bierut, who
from 1921 has been a Soviet citizen and from
the time of creation of the Comintern, an
agent of that organization, whose duties
were the survey of revolutionary movements
in Eastern Europe "(Poland, Austria, Czechoslovakia). On December 31 , 1944, Mr. Bierut
announced himself President of the Provisional Government in Lublin.
It goes without saying that the committee
constitutes - a puppet Soviet Government,
whose aims rur~ parallel with those the Germans have applied In forming governments
of that type in Slovakia, Greece, Croatia, and
Belgium.
2. While preoccupied with the formation
of a Communist center in Poland, the Soviet
authorities began to recruit the Poles remaining In Russia. They did not consent to
the evacuation to the Middle East of several
hundred thousands of Poles deported by
them to Russia, and, under threat of starvation and imprisonment they forced these
·people to join the ranks of the Soviet-sponsored Polish Army.

1. In Russia a group of Polish Communists
and fellow travelers was formed, which under
different names (Association of Polish Patriots, National Council, and finally Committee of National Liberation In Lublin) tries to
create an Impression that it represents the
will of the Polish people.

3. Having reached Polish territory, the
Soviet Army was assisted by the Polish Home
Army in liberating Wolyn, Wilno, Lwow, and
several other Polish provinces.

By its very existence this group was at
first intended as a threat to the legal Polish
Government and In this way It hoped to
influence their deci~ions. After this black-

Taking advantage of the fact that the
commanders of the Polish Home Army, on
orders, had reported and disclosed the
strength of their units to the Red Army, the
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After crossing the Polish fr on tier the Soviets supplemented these forces by a compulsory conscription f1i Polish citizens.

12
13

Soviet authorities began the liquidation of

dispensable farm machinery, tools, and live-

those units. Polish Home Army officers were
arrested or shot (in June 1944 Premier Miko-

stock will necessitate common use of such

The dispute over Poland's frontiers ls not

tools and livestock belonging to the old landowners.

the essence of this conflict. The Soviet Govern::nent not only plans to take over half of

The provisional character of this demarca-

Therefore, instead of creating strong and

Poland's territory, but also to place in War-

tion line should be borne in mind. Declara-

lajczyk disclosed that the Russians killed 23
leaders of the underground movement), the
soldiers were disarmed and Incorporated Into

self-sufficient farms, a new class of agrarian

units organized by the Soviets. In August

proletariat ls being purposely created, one

It is, therefore, the very existence of Poland

1944, 2,500 officers of the Polish Home Army

that is most easily influenced by any social
revolutions.

nation that first opposed German aggression

establish over the territories situated to the

and In whose defense th!s World War began.

east of the said line are expressly reserved."

were put in the 111-famed camp of Majdanek.
near Lublin.
4. On August l, 1944, the uprising in Warsaw began.

The approach of the Soviet

Army to the gates of Warsaw and the appeals
of the Moscow radio stations determined the
date of the uprising.
Having ascertained that the command of
the uprising lay in the hands of the Polish
home army, the Soviet authorities refused to
help in any way the Poles in their fight
against the Germans. This attitude was carried so far that during the first 6 weeks o!
the struggle the Soviet authorities denied

A complete failure of the newly created
farms will result from this division of land.
Their difficulties will serve the Soviet authorities as the signal for the introduction
of an "improved system" of farming, based
on that existing in Russia. Common ownership of land, machinery, and livestock will
replace private ownership.
This senseless di vision of land is therefore
the first step toward the Introduction ln
Pol.a nd >f collective farming, similar to the
kolchoz system in the Soviet Union.

saw a Soviet puppet government.

Government was authorized to establish a
permanen_t polltlcal administration.

that ls at stake, the very existence of a

tfon of the supreme council emphasized it in
following words:
"The rights that Poland may be able to

There are other issues at stake: principles

The line of demarcation ran only through

which we consider noble and worthy of de-

the territories which had belonged to the

fense even at the price of blood.

Russian Empire after the partitions of Po-

·The division of Europe into spheres of in-

land.

It ended at the frontier of Galacia,

which had been a Province of Austria before

fiuence, violation of the right of nations to
Independence, mockery of democratic ideals,

the First world War.

means depreciation of war aims and a lowering of the morale, both at the front and

rious Bolshevik otfensive, the Sl'preme Coun-

at home.
If the principles of the Atlantic Charter

for an armistice with Russia based on the

and o! democracy in national and international life are to be pushed aside in favor

line drawn on December B, 1919:
"Accordingly, on July 11 , Lloyd George and

On

Jul~

10, 1920, at the time of the victo-

cil exacted frorp. Poland at Spa the consent

landing rights on Russian shuttle bases to

It should be emphasized that the "agrarian

of the appeasement of a strong ally, and if

Curzon-and it ls here that Lord Curzon's

American bombers bringing help to Warsaw.

reform" carried on in such a manner me1

we decide that might sl1ould dominate over

name became attached for the first time to

with hostile attitude even of lts beneficiaries

right and, accordingly, accept the unilateral
decisions of the great powers, the present

note to the Soviet government proposing that

war would lose all purpose and the final

they reach an armistice with the Poles. The

victory, all meaning.
It is time that the United States, who adhere to democratic principles, speak up in

terms , said the note, should provide that the

At the same time the Soviet Army halted
their otfensive on this sector of the front and

The Moscow and Lublin radios have often re·
ported on "the sabotage of the reform."

the uprising died after 63 days of desperate
struggle. Polish losses amounted to about
250,000 people.

Polish peasants, the head of the Departmen1

5. The agrarian reform in Poland, now be-

of Agriculture and Agricultural Reforms of

As a result of his Inability to win over thE

tha now famous Curzon line--dispatched a

Polish Army immediately withdraw •to the
line provisionally laid down last year by the

ing so hastily carried out on territories occu-

the Lublin Committee, Mr. Andrzej Witos was

defense of these ideals, refusing to be dragged

peace conference as the eastern boundar)

pietl by the Soviet Army , is not only a proof

into the dangerous policy of expediency .

within which Poland was entitled to estab-

of Soviet interference in Polish internal

made to resign from his ofl!ce at the begin·
ning of August 1944.

atfairs, but also betrays the plan of Introduc-

CONCLUSION

ing there the Communist system of land ownership.
Figures announced by the Lublin commit-

THE CURZON LINE

Up to the present moment the Curzon line

lish a Polish administration . This line runs
approximately as follows.'

The note then

It ls the aim of these few remarks to warr

was a purely academic question , of no Impor-

traced briefiy and very roughly a line coin-

American opinion against a misrepresents·
tion 0f Polish issues.

tance from either legal or political paint of

ciding with that of the Supreme Council

view.

The Soviet Government's declaration

declaration of December B, from Grodno to

tee show that in eastern Poland land ls being

This conflict ls not an internal Polls!

of January 11, 1944, brought the Curzon line

the old Galician frontier, but then continu-

distributed among peasants In such small

squabble. Before the war only 2 percent o1

to the fore and had given it a new impor tance, it maintained ever since.

Ruska, east of Przemysl to the Carpathians,'

allotments that they do not allow the owner

the people

to organize his farm on a self-sufl!clency

today also they constitute only an !nslgnifi·

i~

Poland were Communists, and

In this connection It ought to be stressed

basis (information bulletin of the Embassy

cant group of the Polish population.

B.

that the Curzon line to which refers the

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

abolishing all democratic rights this Com·

Soviet declaration, had been suggested by

Washington, 1944, No. 130, speaks of holding

munist group, backed by Soviet bayonets an(

the Supreme Allied Council on December B,

of 3 hectares-7.4 acres). Besides, the lmpos-

the Soviet NKVD, alms at the liquidation o"
the Polish Independent state.

1919, as a temporary eastern demarcation line

sibillty of supplying the new farmers with in629731-10195

of the area whose Polish character was absolutely unmistakable, and where the Polish
629731-10195

ing down through Galicia west of Rawa
something about which the December B declaration had said nothing. Even worse, the
note went on to say that the Russians should
in return agree to stand 'at a distance of 50
kilometers to the east of this line. In eastern Galicia each army will stand on the line
which they occupy at the date of the armistice.'

15
14
"Th~

part of this line running through
Galicia (following the division between west
Galicia and east Galicia and thus leaving
Lemberg on the Russian side) had certainly
not been 'provisionally laid down as the
eastern boundary within which Poland was
entitled to establish a Pollsh administration,' since the Supreme Council had already awarded Poland a mandate over the
whole of east Gallcia. Moreover, the note
Itself, having traced this line through Galicia, added Immediately that In 'eastern
Galicia each army will stand on the line
which they occupy at the date of armistice'
Pnd in mid-July the Poles, though retreating, were still reported as far to the east
as Rovno, far beyond Lwow. It was a fiat
contradiction in terms."
One more point need be made here. The
offer of mediation extended by the Supreme
Councll of the Allied and Associated Powers
had been rejected by the Soviet Union-note
of July 17, 1920-and even were it accepted,
it was in no way concerned with the frontier
problems of territorial settlement between
Poland and Russia.
ETHNOGRAPHIC DATA ON EASTERN POLAND

The provinces of eastern Poland enclosed
between the Curzon line (prolonged through
Galicia) and the Polish-Soviet frontier have

DEPORTATIONS

Immediately after the entry of Soviet troops
into Poland, extensive arrests were carried
out, embracing Polish state functionaries,
judges, members of the police force and of
local, both urban and rural autonomous authorities, university professors and school
teachers, officials and employees of the state
forest administration. The charge was counter-revolutionary activities. Arrests were followed by deportations to the Interior of Russia.
The aim of these systematical arrests carried out throughout the whole area seemed to
be a twofold one: The elimination of all people who might become, sooner or later, a
source of inconvenience to the Soviet regime,
and the establishment of such an atmosphere
of terror that any resistance to the new ruler
would be strangled on the spot.
People were not imprisoned for any actual
transgression of the Soviet law, but in order
to prevent such transgressions they might
possibly feel inclined to commit.
After the establishment of temporary town
committees which replaced the former Polish
administration, the action of clearing of territory of the enemies of the people was even
intensified.
Many thousands of arrests were carried out

August 31, 1939, the number of Polish citizens

on simple denunciations; the population was
terrorized. Landowners, all active members
of noncommunistic Polish, Ukrainian, Jewish, and other parties, including leftist labor
parties, members of the Polish Parllament,
the last as well as the preceding ones, were
arrested, likewise officers of the Polish Army,
industrialists, bank employees, merchants,
and tradesmen. Mass arrests occurred up
to the outbreak of Russo-German hostllities
in 1941, embracing members of the same professions, such ; s lawyers, physicians, railroad men, active social workers, trade-union
leaders, directors of educational and cultural
organizations, religious brotherhoods and

on the same territory increased to 11,807,000.

societies, even school children and student11.

a population of 10,734,000 (according to 1931
census).
This population was divided as follows:
Number
Poles _________________________ ----_ 4, 040, 000
Ukrainians _______________________ _ 4, 010, 000
Wbite Rutbenians _______________ _
894, 000
P50, 000
----- _----------------Jews_-----Natives of Polcsie
_____ __ _________ _
710, 000
Russians __ ___ ______ ___ __ _______ ___
100, 000
Lithuanians, Czechs, Germans,
134, 000
and others. __ .------ -- ---------Total__ _____________________ 10, 734, 000

Percent
37. 6
37. 4
8. 3
7. 9
6. 6
!. 0
1. 2
100. 0

It ls estimated that 8 years later, 1. e., on
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The total figure of Polish citizens deported to
tiussia amounted to about one and a halt
mill1on people.
Men, as well as women and children, were
transferred to 2,800 places in Russian polar
regions, Siberia or central Asia, and forced to
hard work. As a result, large numbers died
and continue to die of starvation, sickness,
and exposure . .
The conditions of the deportations in closed
cattle wagons outraged every humanitarian
feeling. No previous warning had been given,
so that people had no opportunity to prepare
anything. In many cases families were split
up for the transport, men, women, and .children traveling separately,

Very often they

never got in touch again.
While prisoners sent to labor camps got a
minimum of food and some kind of barracks
to sleep In, those who were sent to special
settlements found there, in many cases,
neither food nor shelter. They were not employed in Industry but worked In the forests
and mines, at the construction of railways,
and so forth. Work was compulsory tor all,
irrespective of age, sex, and physical conditions .

Lwow and Bialystok a few days later. Simul•
taneously they issued by-laws, according to
which the elections were to be carried out by
special "Committees for the Organization of
Elections," largely composed of Soviet citizens
and U.S. S. R. officials.
The electoral campaign, which immediately
began, was extremely intense and carried out
by "election experts brigades" brought from
the u. s . s. R. for this purpose. They bad at
their disposal an army of agitators and Soviet
officials. Since the number of Soviet troops
at that time in Poland was estimated at 700,000 men, there was on the average one Red
Army agitator to every 17 Inhabitants.
'Various measures were applied to induce
the local population to take part in the elections . Local residents were Individually
visited by agitators, mostly Red Army men
or armed Workers' Guards who tried to persuade them that it was in their interest to
vote.
Refugees from western Poland who fied
from Germans and happened to find themselves under Soviet invasion, were also encouraged to vote.
An atmosphere of terror was created

In many places the deportees did not receive any money for their bard labor. , In
otbers they received a meagre pay in cash,

through arrests and otbe1· represslors.

not sufficient even to buy the bread they were
entitled to.

exposed to immediate arrest and sentence
for counterrevolutionary activities.

Mortality among deportees was very high.
Tbe harsh cllmate, bad housing, insufficient

All existing 'organizations-cultural, rellglous, economic, social, sport and trade-

clothing and appalllng unsanitary conditions,

unions, both Polish and Ukrainian, as well
as Jewish and of other nationalities-were
dissolved and their property handed over to
newly created Communist organizations.

bard labor and blank starvation was very
efficient In this sense. During the period up
to July 1941 it may well be said that 25 percent of all the Polish citizens died and 85
percent of cblldren; among babies mortality
reached even 50 percent.
"PLEBISCITE'' IN EASTERN POLAND

On October 6, 1939 Soviet military authorities publlsbed their decision to hold elections
for the "National Assemblies" on October
22d, and to summon these assemblles in
629731-10195

In

particular, any person acting against the lnstructions issued by Soviet propaganda, was

The entire press was stamped out.
On the other hand, attempts were made
at winning over at least a part of the population.

The distribution of land and live-

stock served that purpose among peasants.
Electoral statutes for western Ukraine and
western White Ruthenla set up one-mandate
electoral districts and only those bodies

17

16
tvh1ch were controlled by Soviet administration were allowed to nominate candidates
to the national assemblies, namely: (1) Tem-

rounded up in their workshops or dragged

What took place In Polish territory invaded

afford equal protection to the interests of

. out of their homes In columns to the voting

by the Soviets had not even a form of a

both countries and liquidate their age-old

places. Each of them was given a card bear-

plebiscite as the population was not asked

conflict. The goal of final peace could be

to what country they wanted to belong. They

reached only through compromise, and the

porary town committees; (2) peasant com- ·

ing the printed name of the only candidate

mlttees; (3) workers' guards, a Soviet aux-

of the district.

Numerous Soviet police

were simply ordered to "elect" representa-

Treaty of Riga was such . a compro:.nise.

iliary militia; (4) assemblies of workers of

agents were present in all electoral premises.

tives to the National Assembly without be-

this treaty Poland abandoned some 120,000

Taking into account the systematic ter-

ing told that these representatives would

square miles of her prepartition territory,

eventually decide the incorporation into the

and left 1,500,000 Poles in Russia.

U.S. S. R.
Fi\'e d ays after the "elections" the so-called

dant evidence exists in Soviet sources, testi-

representatives of the local population met

fying to the fact that Poland could haye

in Lwow and Bialystok to attend the sessions

obtained a frontier farther to the east with-

of the National Assemblies.

out any difficulties:

enterprises; and (5)

intelligentsia assem-

blies.

rorizing of the electors by means of campaign

The first two of these Institutions were in

conducted against enemies of the people, It

fact aamlnistratlve bodies set up by S~viet

must be realized that both absence at the

authorities and directed exclusively by Red

elections and voting against by placing the

Army officers.

paper with the candidate's name deleted, de-

Candidates nominated by those organiza-

manded

extreme courage, even

heroism.

tions were liable to registration with · the re-

Those who wished to vote against knew that

gional election committees which had the

they thus exposed themselves, their families

means of eliminating any eventual opposi-

and friends to an Inevitable imprisonment

tion candidates, thus insuring the nomina-

and· deportation.

tion only of candidates approved by the

who decided not to take part 1n the elections

Soviet authorities.

at all.

According t'.> Pravda of October 19 and 22,
1939, Nos . 2~- and 293, in the northern part
of Poland only 921 candidates for S29 mandates were registered, in the southern part
·about 1,500 for 1,495 mandates. Thus in each
of the 1 mandate electoral districts only

!l candidate was nominated, and several districts of the n orthern part registered none
at all.

Only persons previously chosen by

the Soviet authorities could become repre·sentatlves of the local population to national
'assembl!es.
Polish citizenship was not regarded as a
necessary condition for nom'ination, nor was
permanent residence.

Therefore, v:ry fre-

quently Soviet citizens were elected, as for
Instance Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs Molotov and Marshal Voroshilov.
The period of preparation for the elections
'Was very short, lasting only 12 days.

So

1>hort a time obviously could not permit setting up of electoral boards, compiling lists
~f

electors, especially when nonresident pop-

ulation was to be granted the right to vote.

No better otr were those

by the Soviet press are obviously not based
on any factual data.
In

the

According to these

western white

Ruthenia

76.71 percent of the entitled electors took

part in the voting, out of which 90.67 percent
voted for official eandidates. The respective
figures for the western Ukraine were: 92.83
percent and 90..93 percent.
But even according to these figures the of-

1. The statement of the Council of the

People's Commissars of January 28, 1920,

the Soviet authority on the whole territory

reads:

of western Ukraine" was carried out in an
unusual way. After reading the motion the
answer was given by a thunder of voices:
"No; and none will ever be and if anyone is,
we will wipe him out."

(Pravda, October 29,

,1 939.)

A similar show took place in Bialystok as
the western white Ruthenia was concerned.
Both assemblies passed further resolutions
to sanction "ex post" the expropriation of
private owners, already carried out by the
Soviet authorities, and the nationalization

persons, and of voters who declined to sup-

dinary session of the Supreme Council of
the U. s. S. R. in Moscow asking for the

port official candidates in western White Ru-

incorporation of eastern Poland into the So-

thenla 262,177 and in western Ukraine 401,•

It should be remembered here that abun-

Uluainian Nation for the establishment of.

quest" to the previously summoned extraor-

90,911 persons, In western Ukraine, 342,278

Maintaining t11e last peace proposal made
to Poland by the Commissars for Foreign
Affairs on December 22, 1919, the Council
of People 's Commissars which is foreign to
all aggressive policy, declai-es that the Red
forces will not pass beyond the present lines
of the front of Byelorussia, running close to
the follo wing points : Drysa, Dzisna, Polock,
Parycko, the station of Ptycz, Bialokorowicze.
In regard to the Ulrranian front, the Council of People's Commissars declares in Its
own name and in the name of the Provisional Gavernment of the Ulrraine that the
Soviet forces will not carry out military operations to the west of the occupied zones,
close to the small t owns of Cudnowa, Pilawa,
Derazna, and

~he

town of Bar.

Signed by Lenin, Chicherin, and_ Trotzky,

These figures are relativeiy very high.

viet Union.
On October 1 and 2, 19S9, the Supreme

Thus even according to Soviet official sta-

Council decided to consent to that "request"

about 50 miles east of the Polish-Russian

tistics 1,097,209 people consciously decided

and thus the incorporation was achieved.

frontier as established by the Treaty of Riga.

843.

not to submit to the invaders.

The peace treaty signed at Riga was the

servers, no neutral press correspondents were

expression of Poland's sincere desire for a

admitted.

lasting agreement with Russia.

In the counting of votes took

of the Soviet press.

this statement named a line which runs

2. The same point of view was expressed

T)tEATY OF RIGA

It must be added that no neutral ob-

tions mentioned above and representatives

were

the

clined to vote : In western white Ruthenia

Both terror and t.he propaganda camElec~ors

of

of ba nks and big industry.
The elected delegations submitted a "re-

part only representatives of the organiza-

paign attained their peak.

will

ficially published numbers of those who de-

The elections took place on October 22,
1939.

Ji

unanimous

chairman asked who was "against" it. The

The result of the elections as published

reports

expressing "the

The resolution

By

by the Russian spokesman, Julian Marchlewski, in his booklet published early in 1921.

It was not

3. Mr. Joffe, the head of the Russian dele-

a dictated peace, imposed on the enemy by

gation at the pea ce conference at Riga, de-

the victor, but a freely negotiated treaty

clared that the territorial problems were

aiming at finding a solution which would

not the greatest obstacle in the negotiations:
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"The peace negotiations lasted several

" The treaty of peace of March 1921 consti-

m onths and encountered considerable diffi"
culties, especially in the settlement of eco-

tutes now, as in the past, the basis of reciprocal relations and undertakings."
In 1934, when the nonaggression pact was
promulgated for the next 10 years, ·it was

nomic and financial problems ."
In his final speech, Mr. Jotie declared:
''We have concluded a peace treaty giving
full satisfaction to the vital, legitimate, and
necessary interests of the Polish Nation."
4. The official Soviet historiography does
not in the least consider the Riga Treaty
ai:; a defeat, but on the contrary a victory. In
the Great Soviet Encyclopedia, an official
publicatio~ of the Soviet Government, we
find an article, Polish Soviet War in 1920
(p. 247, vol. 46; published in 1940). This
article reads in part:
"On March 18, 1921, the peace treaty was
signed. In accordance with its provisions,
Poland kept Galicia and part of White
Ruthenia. However, the new Polish-Soviet
frontier meant for the White Poles much
worse conditions in comparison to those
which the Soviet Government suggested to
Poland in order to maintain peace in April
1920. The frontier determined after the
Polish-Soviet war runs 50 to 100 kilometers
to t h e west of the line suggested at the
begin ning of the war. Th is means that
Soviet Russia emerged victorious from this
struggle against the forces of the counterrevolution."
The Treaty of Riga has not been questioned
once in the course of the following years; on
the contrary, it has _b een reaffirmed several
times. In 1923, when Russia had adopted a
new constitution, establishing the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, it declared:
"The Soviet Union takes on Itself the guarantee of execution of the Riga Treaty within
the territorial bounds of the Soviet Republics which 1n their time were at war with
Poland."
In 1932, on the _occasion of signlng the
nonaggression pact, the treaty was again
reaffirmed :
629781-10195

again stated:
"Each of the high contracting parties having again examined all the provisions of the
peace treaty concluded at Riga on March 18,
19 ~ 1 . wl1ich constituted the basis of• their
mutual relations, declares that It has no
obligations and ls not bound by any declarations inconsistent with the provisions of the
said treaty."
In the period 1921-39 the Polish -Soviet
relations developed satisfactorily. Among
many agreements and pacts concluded in
this period the most important were :
I. A protocol signed In 1929 in Moscow
provided :
''The treaty for the renunciation.of war as
an instrument of national policy, signed at
Paris on August 27, 1928, shall come into
force between the contracting parties after
the ratification of the said Treaty of Paris of
1928 by the competent legislative bodies of
'the respective contracting parties." (The
Kellogg Pact.)
II. On J u ly 25, 1932, a nonaggression pact
between Poland and Rµssia was signed in
Moscow. On May 5, 1934, thb pact was extended for a period of 10 years, that is, until
December 31, 1945. The first two articles are
particulary worth notice because of their
clear construction and meanil:.g :
" ARTICLE I. The two contracting parties,
recording the fact that they have renounced
war as an Instrument of national policy,
reciprocally undertake to refrain from taking
aggressive action against or invading the
territory of the other party, either alone or
1n conjunction with other powers. Any act
of violence attacking integrity and lnviolabll1ty of the territory or the political independence of the other contracting party shall
be regarded as contrary to the undertakin2s

con Gained In this article, even l! such acts
are committed without declaration of war
and avoid all possible warlike manifestations.
"ART. II. Should one of the contracting parties be attacked by a third state or by a group
of other states, the other contracting party
undertakes not to give aid or assistance,
either directly or indirectly, to the aggressor
state during the whole period of the conflict."
Technically speaking this pact ls still in
force, with all its provisions.
Ill. In connection with this pact It ls n ecessary to mention the convention for the
definition of aggression signed In London on
July 3, 1933 . Both Poland and Russia were
among the signatories. Article 2 of the convention read as follows:
"The aggressor In an International conflict
shall
be considered to be that
state which is the first to commit any of the
following actions: (1) Declaration of war
upon another state; (2) invasion by its armed
forces, with or without a declaration of war,
of the territory of another state; (3) attack
by its land , naval, or air forces, with _or without a declaration of war, on the territory,
vessels, or aircraft of another state; (4) naval
blockade of the coasts or ports of another
state; (5) provision of support to armed
bands formed in its territory which have Invaded the territory of anuther state, or refusal, notwithstanding the request of the invaded state, to take, in its own territory, all
the measures in its power to deprive those
bands of all assistance or protection."
The convention goes on to state in article
3, that "no political, military, economic, or
other considerations may serve as an excuse
for the aggression." A provision of paramount significance Is the discussion of the
Polish-Soviet relations.
IV. Polish-Soviet commercial

agreement

was signed on February 19, 1939. On this
occasion again Mr. Molotov emphasized the
good neighborly relations existing between
629731-10195

Poland and the Soviet Union, and pointed
out that the Soviet Union had endorsed the
cause of peace and outlawed aggression,
As late as in June 1939, the newly appointed Soviet Ambassador to Poland, presenting his credentials, spoke of the close
and fruitful cooperation of Poland and the
Soviets as an important factor In the consolidation of universal peace, and emphasized that the aim ol'. Soviets' foreign policy
was to have peaceful and friendly relations
with all countries and in the first place with
Russia's neighbors.
Besides the above-mentioned Important
agreements and pacts, some 12 other agreements have been concluded In the period
between 1921- 1939, regulating the relations
of the two neighbor countries.
In accordance with the spirit and the letter of all these agreements, Poland had persistently refused taking part In any antiSoviet blocs or plans. In 1937, Mr. Beck, the
Polish Minister for Foreign Atiairs, sent t h e
following instruction to all Polish diplomatic missions abroad:
"So far no proposals to join the Italo-German-Japanese protocol
(antl-Comlntern
pact) have been received by Poland. In any
case, Poland could not be a party to that
protocol In view of her special position as
neighbor of the U. S. S. R ., as well as her •
objection in pripciple to the formation of
any bloc.
"If inquiries are made on this subject,
please reply in the above sense."
In view of Poland's consistently friendly
policy, the signing of the German-Russian
non-aggression pact of August 23, 1989, came
as a shock. This pact definitely slammed
the door on peace and opened the new era
In the hlst01·y of the world, and particularly
in the history of the Polish: Soviet relations. This new era began on September
17, 1939, with a military invasion of Poland
by the Soviet Army.
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UNITED STATES AND GUEAT BRITAIN ON

ta!ce this opportunity of informing you that

POLAND'S FRONTIERS

in conformity with the provision of the agree-

ippreclate the good wm and friendship of
Poland; mutual respect for national sov-

After annexation of the three Baltic re-

ment of mutual assistance between the

ereignty will make these relations durable.

The present Polish Prime Minister, Mr.

publics, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, by

United Kingdom and Poland of the 25th of

Recognizing realities and taking advantage

Tomasz Arclszewsk!, addressed the Polish Na-

Europe, just as a consolidated Europe ls
necessary to Poland."

the Soviet Union, the Under Secretary of

August 1939, His Majesty's Government In

of them, we shall cio our best to fu'fill our

tional Council on December 13, 1944, In the

State, Mr. Sumner Welles declared:

the United Kingdom have entered Into no
undertakings toward the Union of Soc!al!st

agreements of July and August 1941.

same tone:

Thus

we shall demonstrate to the world at large,

"My government sincerely adheres to the

that International problems can be settled

policy of an understanding with the Soviet

States are opposed to predatory activities no

Soviet Republics which affect the relations
between that country and Poland. I also

peacefully In the name of common

and

Union and desires to do everything in its

matter whether they are carried on by the

desire to assure you that H!s Majesty's Gov-

use of force or by the threat of force. They

ernment do not recognize any territorial

for the good of all ."
The: New York Times, May 5, 1943, printed

governments-In ord.er to bring about such

are likewise opposed to any form of inter-

changes which have been effected In Poland
since August 1939."

the following statement by General Sikorski:

an understanding, which could become a

"The Polish Nation wants, of course, to

guaranty of a really friendly and lasting set-

General Sikorski handed to Mr. Eden the
following reply :

continue its friendly relations with Soviet

tlement of i:elations between two neighboring

Russia and to base them on an alliance di-

states. This understanding must be based on

rected against Garmany .

respect for the rights and vital interests of

"The policy of the Government is univer-

sally known.

The people of the United

vention on the part of the state, however
powerful, in the domestic concerns of any

other sovereign state, however weak.

...

The United States will continue

to stand by these principles, because of the

conviction of the American people that unless

the doctrine in which these principles are

inherent once again governs the relations
between nations, the rule of reason, of justice,

and of law-in other words, the basis of
modern civilization itself-cannot be pre-

served." (Dzpartment
July 27, 1940.)

of

State

Bulletin,

After the Polish-Soviet agreement was

>igned on July 30, 1941, Mr. Sumner Welles

was quoted to have commented in the fol-

"The Polish Government takes note of your

sens~

power-continuing the efforts of previous

letter dated July 30 and desire to express Its

"However, It is difficult for me not to be

sincerest satisfaction at the statement that

reserved, even In the face of such a favor -

which will not evoke a feeling of Injury and

His Majesty's Government in the United

able declaration as that of Premier Stalin, at

injustice among the Polish people."

Kingdom do not recognize any territorial

the very moment when the Polish Ambassador

The above ,declarations prove that the

changes which have been effected in Poland

is leaving Russia and masses of the Polish

Polish Government has been and stll! is ani-

since August 1939. This corresponds with

population !n the U . S. S. R. are left without

mated by the opirit of cooperation With the

the view of the Polish Government which,

the assistance and care of their government .

Soviet Russia. Obviously, such a cooperation

as !t has previously Informed His Majesty's

" Yet !n spite of this and many other facts,

Government, has never recognized any terri-

the Pol!sh Government is ready to give a

torial changes effected in Poland since the
outbreak of the war."

positive answer to any Soviet initiative which

both sides. It must also be an understanding

cannot be based on one-sided concessions.
POLISH-SOVIET AG EEMENTS OF 1941

On June 23, 1941 , !.>1 hours after Germany's

will coincide with the Interest of the Polish

attack on the Soviet Union, Gen. Wladyslaw

DECLARATIONS OF POLISH PREMIERS ON POLISH -

Republ!c as defined !n the common Pol!sh-

Sikorski, the Premier of the Polish Govern-

SOVIET RELATIONS

Sovlet declaration of December 4, 1941, and

ment in exile broadcast on the London BBC

ir my speech !n London yesterday ."

Station.

lowing way at a press conference :
"The United States' position toward Po-

On July 30, 1941, the Polish Government

land, he pointed out, was made clear imme-

signed an agreem.e nt with the Soviet Union·.

ilately after that country was invaded. It

· On this occasion the Polish Prime Minister

Mr. Stanislaw Mikolajczyk was nominated

ally in the struggle against Germany and proclaimed · Polish Government's willingness to

was one of not recognizing any change in

Gen. Wladyslaw Sikorski broadcast as follows :

his successor as Pol!sh Prime Minister.

forget the evils wrought !n Poland in 1939-41

status as. a free , sovereign, and independ-

"When today Russia, in mortal combat with
the German avalanche , takes the path of

h!e first address to the Polish National

by the Soviet occupation, provided that these

Council on July 27, 1944, Mr. Mikolajczyk de-

many wrongs will be remedied wherever pos-

reconciliation with Poland and seeks common

clared:

sible, at least in their most painful aspects.

~er

ent nation .

That position, he added, Is

maintained and continued.

After the tragic death of General Sikorski,
In

General Sikorski welcomed the new

"His understanding of the Russian-Polish

action against our common enemy, we ap-

"Underst anding between Poland and Rus-

This generous gesture of a wronged nation

1greement was that it was In line with the

proach this action ready to forget the bloody

sia ls a h!stotric necessity for both our

made it possible to open the Polish-Soviet

United States' policy of nonrecognition of

wrones we have suffered at her hands . The

countries, but It is also a historic neces5ity

necotiations in order to liquidate the effects

;erritory taken by conquest."

future of the agreement just concluded will

for Europe as a whole, for on it will depend

On the same day the following exchange

depend on the good will of the other party."

the consolidation of Europe. Europe regards

of the Soviet policy toward Poland between
1939 and 1941.

)f notes took place between the British For-

On December 4, 1941, during his visit to
Moscow, General Sikorski stated :

the Polish question as a test case which will

The negotiations, !n which participated also

>how what ls to become of the European

British Foreign Office, lasted 5 weeks, and took

!lgn Secretll'ty Mr. Anthony Eden and the

'olish

Prime

Minister,

Gen.

Wladyslaw

~ikorskl :

"On the .occasion of the signature of the
~olish-Soviet

"Both sides have agreed to let bygones be
bygones.

agreement of today, I desire to
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We are confident that the Russian

people will remember that we rallied to their
side In their hour of trial, that they will

continent as a whole.

Therefore Polish- • place in London.

Finally the Polish-Soviet

Russian understanding must be honest, just,

agreement was signed by Gen. W. Sikorski for

ind permanent.

Poland, and by the Ambassador of the U. S. S.

629731-10195

Poland Is necessary to
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R. to Great Britain, Mr. Ivan Ma!skl, for the
Soviet Union.
The Polish-Soviet agreement of July 30, ·
1941 , reads as follows:
"(1) The Government of the U. S . S. R .

recognizes the Soviet-Garman treaties of
1939 as to territorial changes in Poland as
having lost their validity. The Polish Government declares that Poland is not bound
by any agreement with any third power v1hlch
ls directed against the U.S. S. R.
"(2) Diplomatic relations will be restored
between the two governments upon the signature of this agreement and an immediate
exchange of ambassadors will be arranged.
"(3) The two governments mutually agree
to render one another aid and support of all
kind In the present war against Hitlerite
Germany.

"(4) The Government of the u. s. s. R. expresses its consent to the formation on the
territory Qt the U. S. S. R . of a Polish Army
under a commander appointed by the Polish
Government, In agreement with the Soviet
Government. The Pollsh Army on the territory of the U. 8. S. R . being subordinatedln an operational sense--to the Supreme
Command bf the U. s. S. R., in which the
Polish Army will be represented. All detalls as to command, organization, and employment of this force will be settled in a
subsequent agreement.
"(5) This agreement wlll come into force
lmmediately upon Its signature and without
ratification.
The present agreement Is
:lrawn up in two copies, each of them in the
Russian and Polish languages. Both texts
!lave equal force."

The following protocol Is attached to the
1greement:

"The Soviet Government grants an am1esty to all Polish citizens now detained on

~oviet territory either as prisoners of war or
m other sufficient grounds as from the re;umption of diplomatic relations."
•
The text of the agreement was quite uniquivocal. It canceled the Rlbbentrop-Mo-
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lotolf Pact of September 28, 1939, which had
partitioned Poland between the two powers,
and it restored the legal status as of pre-war.
Nothing but ill will could Interpret the
agreement in any other way.

on good-neighborly collaboration, friendship,
and mutual honest observance of the under -

The declarations issued by the Under Secretary of State, Mr. Sumner Welles, and by

fact that the agreement was thus Interpreted
not only by Poland and by the publlc opin-

it w!ll be the task of the Allied states to
insure a durable and just peace.
This
can be achieved only tl}rough a new organization of International relations on the basis
of unification of the democratic countries
in a durable alliance. Respect for inter-

ion of the whole world, but also by the high·
est Allied authorities.

national law, backed by the collective ar.m ed
force of all the Allied states, must form the

The Polish-Soviet agreement created a new
political and military situation, and, once
the diplomatic relations were reestablished
between Poland and . Russia, a number ot

decisive factor in the creation of such an
organization.
Only under this condition

the British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Anthony
Eden, on July 30, 1941, bear witness to the

other significant agreements followed .
Among these should be mentioned: The
Polish-Soviet military agreement of August
14, 1941, providing for the formation of ar.
Independent Polish Army on the Soviet soil,
and the Polish-Soviet declaration of December 4, 1941 , signed at Kremlin by General
Sikorski and Marshal Stalin, and pledging the
cooperation of both nations In their fight
against Germany.
The text of this last declaration, animated
by the spirit of good will, of friendly cooperation between Poland arid U. S. S. R., 1s
quoted below:
" (1) German Hitlerlte Imperialism is the
worst enemy of mankind-no compromise
with it is possible. Both states, jointly with
Great Britain and other Allies, and with
the support of the United States of America,
wm wage war until complete victory and
final destruction of the German invaders .

"(2) Implementing the treaty concluded
on July 30, 1941, both Governments w!ll
render each other during the war full mllltary assistance, and troops of the Polish Republic located on the territory of the Soviet
Union will wage war against the German
bandits hand In hand with Soviet troops.
In peacetime their relations will be based

takings they have assumed.
"(3) After a victorious war and the appropriate punishment of the Hitlerite criminals

can a Europe destroyed by the German barbarism be restored and a guaranty be
created that the disaster caused by the Hltlerltes wm never be repeated."
The above agreements furnish sufficient
evidence to prove the Polish Government's
sincere desire to forget the tragic period of
1939-41, and to establish mutual relations
based on good-neighbor policy.
FORMATION OF POLISH ARMY IN RUSSIA

Pursuant to the Polish-Russian agreement

ot July 30, 1941, a military agreement was
signed on August 14, 1941, enabling the
Polish authorities to organize a Polish Army
on the Soviet territory. This army was to
be formed of Poles deported from Poland to
Russia after the signing of the RibbentropMolotov pact, giving Russia eastern half of
Poland. This army's equipment and armament was to be supplied by the Soviet a1.1thorities and by the Governments of the
United States and Great Britain under lendlease. It was to be an independent army .
set up under Its own commanders and its
own jurisdiction. The Soviet authorities
were to be responsible for the feeding of this
army.
It was Impossible to determine the size
ot this army in advance, as Polish war prisoners and deportees were scattered throughout the vast areas of the U. S. S. R. and no
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statistical data concerning these people were
available. It was estimated, however, that
they numbered about a million and a halt.
The headquarters of the Polish Army were
set up at Buzuluk, a small town 100 mlles
east of Rubyshev. When a circular was
sent by the People's Commissariat of the Interior (NKVD) to all settlements, prisons,
and labor camps, announcing to the Poles
their releas'e and the formation of a Polish
Army on the Soviet territory, only !ew of
them could ascertain where the Polish headquarters were situated. Without any Instructions they began their pilgrimage In
the direction of the central part of European Russia. Thousands o! patriots arrived
every day to join the Polish forces. By October 1941, 46,000 men had been already enrolled and the Polish authorities estimated
that their army w!ll reach 200,000 men.
However, news had been received already at
that stage that the Soviet high command
had restricted rations for the Polish Army
to 30,000. The cooperation o! the Soviet
military authorities with the Polish command began to deteriorate. The enlisted
men had been placed In overcrowded camps
with insufficient food and medical supplies.
That Soviet decision was to turn out 16,000
men to shift for themselves or hire out as
agricultural labor.
As a result of the Polish Embassy's Intervention, and later, o! General Sikorski's conversation with Premier Stalin on December 4,
1941, which culminated In a declaration ot
friendship and cooperation· signed on December 4, 1941, this restriction was canceled and
adequate supplies of food, arms, uniforms,
equipment were promised.
Yet difficulties multiplled. The Soviet authorities refused to release Polish cl tlzens,
soldiers, and reservists still remaining In
prisons and camps who were In best physical
condition. Great numbers of Polish citizens
drafted Into Red Army and the so-called labor
battalions, were not allowed to join the Pol-
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lsn Army. Polis!: citizens of Ukrainian,
White Ruthenian, and J ewish nationality
were

refused

traveling permits

(without

which It Is impossible to move In the U. S.
S. R .) to join the Polish r anks.
On the other hand , training of the recruits
met · with unsurmountable handicaps-the
greatest of these was lack of Polish ofticers.
out of 100,000 Polish officers in Russian prisoner-of-war camps, only 406 reported to
places where Polish military units were
formed . Polish instruct ors had to be sent
from the Middle East and Great Britain.
No lesser difticulty was that of the lack of
armament, uniforms, and equipment. Of the
7 divisions organized !n Ru :sia, only one
was equipped with small arms. All materiel
essential to modern warfare was denied to
Poles by the Soviet authorities. Other divi.sions, counting 13,000 men each, received
!Only 200 rifles for guard duty.
All these difficulties were to be removed
.after General Sikorski's intervention. Ac·cord!ng to the agreement reached between
•General Sikorski and Premier Stalin in De,cember 1941, the size of the Polish Army
was determined as follows :
Ninety-six thousand men (6 divisions plus
replacements) to remain in Russia, includ.\ng a certain number of units of the Polish
·Women's Auxiliary Corps.
Twenty-five thousand men to be evacu'ated to the Middle East.
Two thousand sailors and airmen for replacement of Polish units in England (to be
:transferred there) .
All In all , 123,000 Poles were to be recruited.
By March 1942, 70,000 men were gathered
at the recruiting points and many thousands
·more, delayed by traveling dicculties, were
expected to join the Polish Ari;ny when suddenly a new decision of the Soviet authori·tles has been a nnounced . It said that food
·supplies for the Polish Army have been lim;Lted to 44,000 rations. The remainder of enlisted men was to be distributed to wor k on

the nearby kolchoz farms. General Anders,
comma nder in chief of the Polish forces in
Russia, endeavored to change Premier Stalin 's attitude, but without avail. In order
to save the men the Soviet Government was
unable to feed, both Interested parties decided to evacuate them from Russia to Iran,
the nearest country under Allied military
command.
Halt starved, without essential clothing,
constantly exposed to the raging epidemic of
typhus and other diseases resulting from lack
of soap and medical supplies, 30,000 Polish
soldiers were moved in April 1942 to the
Middle East.
In July 1942 the Soviet authorities forbade
further recruiting and closed the supply centers of the Polish Army. By the Soviet unilateral decision, all Poles of Jewish, Ukranian,
Lithuanian, and White Ruthenlan nationality were considered citizens of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, and were forbidden to join the ranks of the Polish Army. As
recruiting was discontinued , Polish units in
Russia could not develop into a great army
which it would otherwise become. Needless to say, the loss was considerable not only
to the Polish, but also to the United Nations'
cause.
Finally, at the end of August 1942 the rest
of the Polish Army, counting 40,000 men, was
evacuated to Iran. At the same time 45,000
civilians, all of them rela tives of the enlisted
men, were moved to the Middle East. But
most of their relatives remained In the Soviet
Union . All )nterventions of the Polish Government for their release remained fruitless.
Hundreds of thousands of Polish citizens are
still in Russia.
It took a year for the Polish Army In the
Middle East to regain military fitness and to
undergo the necessary training. Since February 1944 this Army has been fighting !n Italy.
Its valor !n capturing Monte Cassino and
Ancona has brought !t recognition and admiration of the whole world.

GRAVZS

In the fall of 1939, when the resistance of
Poland, fighting against hopeless o~ds, was
broken, 181,000 soldiers were taken prisoners
by the Red Army. Included were 12 generals,
69 colonels, 72 lieutenant colonels, 5,131 regular army officers, a nd 4 ,096 reserve officers.
Not all of th~se were taken In the field.
The m ajority of the ofticers were seized after
·war operations had ceased. Soviet authorities simply ordered all Polish otllcers to report to a designated place; those who obeyed
were arrested and deported.
After the Polish-Soviet agreement of July
30, 1941, was signed, the gates of camps and

prisons were opened and Polish soldiers began reporting to the posts where detachments
of Polish Army were forming . But within a
few weeks a puzzling situation was apparent-among the arrivi1Is were very few otllcers.
Inquiries set on foot immediately brought
to light the following facts:
The circa 10 ,000 PoliEh officers captured by
Russia in 1939 had b~en deported to 3
large military camps (Starobielsk, Kozielsk,
and Ostaszkow), where they were confined
till In the spring of 1940 these camps were
liquidated. After that time they h ad, as far
as could be learned, utterly vanished. From
a total of 8,800 officers registered in the official
records of these camps, only 406 reported to
Polish recruiting centers.
For nearly 2 years the Polish Government
and its officials in Russia carried on a series
of conversations with Russian authorities,
seeking to ascertain the fate of missing
ofticers To all Inquiries the Soviets invari-

camps and unaccounted for. Ste.Un, a.l•
legedly, was very much surprised.
On January 28, 1942, the Polish Government sent a long memorandum to Moscow,
protesting that the Soviet Union had not
carried out its pledged obligations, particularly with reference to the release of ofticers
Imprisoned st Starobielsk, Kozielsk, and
Ostaszkow, who, it had been established with
full certitude, were not now either In German-occupied Poland, or in German military
camps.
Moscow delayed !ts reply to this note for
7 weeks. On March 15, 1942, came the reply
assuring the Poles that the Soviet Union had

strictly fulfilled the enactments of the sgreemen t as to release of Polish prisoners of war.
All further Polish diplomatic Interventions were fruitless.
So matters stood till on April 13, 1943, the
Berlin radio made a startl!ng announcement
In Katyn forest near Smolensk a mass cemetery of Polish ofticers was found.
According to the German explanation, a
group Qf Polish workers conscripted in 1942
for Iorced labor !n the vicinity of Smolensk
had learned from native peasants that on
the ground where they were worlting there
were m~ss graves of Polish war prisoners.
The Poles had put up two wooden crosses
on the spot indicated. This attracted the
attention of the German officials, who ordered an investigation.

The first opened

grave contained bodies of 3,000 Polish officers.
By April 16, a second grave had been discovered, which contained 1,500 more v!ctim.s.
On April 17, 1943, the Polish Cabinet Issued

ably answered:

the following statement :

"We have released all officers and soldiers
• • • if some of them have not reported,
perhaps they went to German-occupied Po-

"There ls not a single Pole anywhere who
could fail to be deeply shocked by news received of the discovery near Smolensk in a
common grave of the bodies of massacred
Polish otllcers, news which is being given the
widest publ!city by German propaganda. 'The
Pol!sh Government has instructed its representatives st Geneva to request the Inter-

land or escaped to Manchuria ."
On December 3, 1941, Polish Prime MinU;ter, Gen. W. Sikorski, handed Stalin a list
containing the names of 4,000 officers definitely known to have been held in the three
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national Red Cross to send a delegation to
Investigate on the spot the true state of affairs. It is to be desired that the findings
of this organization to which is to be entrusted the task of clarifying the matter
and of establishing the responsibility for It,
should be issued without delay.
At the same time, however, the Polish

Government, on behalf of the Polish nation, denies to the Germans the right to draw
from a crime which they ascribe to others,
arguments in their own defense. The pro-

foundly hypocritical indignation of German
propaganda will not succeed in concealing

from the world the many-repeated and stillcontinuing crimes committed against the

Polish nation. It is not to enable the Germans to lay impudent claims or to appear in
the light of defenders of Christianity and
European civilization that Poland is fighting
and enduring immeasurable sufferings. The
Polish Government denies to whomever may
!be guilty of this crime the right to exploit
at for political maneuvers."
The investigation of "he International Red
.Cross was the only way to get at the truth.
:At this time the city of Smolensk was under
German occupation, and neither the Polish
nor any other United Nations Gov:ernment
could make an investigation. there. "'The International Red Cross in Geneva is the official
institution for the settlement of all matters
connected with prisoners of war. The Board
of the International Red Cross ls composed
o! representatives of all civilized countries
without regard to politics.
That is why it was not only the most suitable, but the only institution that cm.pd undertake the difficult task and perform it with
complete impartiality.
Moreover, international precedents existed.
In 1942 Great Britain had asked the International Red Cross to investigate cruelties
committed by the Japanese in Shanghai and
Hongkong.
The Polish request caused from the Moscow
radio a blast against the Poles, accusing them
to collaborating with Hitler.
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On April . 23 , 1943, a reply from the Red
Cross in Geneva was published, acceding in
principle to the demands of Poland for the
appointment of a commicsion of neutral experts to look ir:to the circumstances of the
Katyn massacre. The committee pointed
out, however, that it could talre this step
only if so requested by all parties concerned,
and then only under the terms of its memorandum to the belligerents of September 12;
1939.

Inasmuch as Russia refused her consent to
the investigation, the Polish Government on
May l, 1943, withdrew its request.
It might seem as if this move on the part
of the Poles for an impartial judgment would
have been welcomed by Moscow as an opportunity to exonerate herself of guilt for
the crime and to fix it elsewhere. Instead.
alleging as her reason Poland's appeal to
Geneva, on April 26, 1943, Russia broke off
diplor.· 11t!c relations with the Polish Government and took steps towards forming in
Moscow the Union of Polish Patriots, a body
made up of Polish Communists.
The medical commission convoked by the
Germans and composed of representatives of
neutral and German-occupied countries
(Switzerland, Belgium, Denmark, Bulgaria,
Finland, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Rumania,
Slovakia, and Hungary) published a report
to this effect that Polish otficers have been

murdered ; they were shot in the head from
the back at close range. The German-sponsored commission stated that shooting took
place in the spring of 1940, that is at the
time Smolensk was held by the Russians.
In September 1943, after the Katyn district was reoccupied by the Red Army, tht.
Soviet Government appointed a special commission to conduct an investigation of the
Katyn crime. No representatives of any
all1ed institutions, not even of the Red Cross,
were invited to participate fu the investigation of the Soviet commission.
Upon the conclusion of this investigation
Soviet authorities issued on January 22, 1944,

a communique announcing that a commission established ·once and for all, that the
Polish otficers were killed by the Germans in
August and September of 1941.
The only Polish report on the Katyn murder has been made by a Polish officer, a
former Russian prisoner of war, who had
been confined for a time, with the missing
otficers, but transferred elsewhere before the
liquidation of the camps at Starobielsk,
Kozielsk, and Ostaszkow.
This otficer was ordered to carry on the
search for the missing men . As mentioned
before, the Polish inquiries brought no result. In his report the Polish otficer wrote:
"Our anxiety was increased by a fact, the
authenticity of which I, myself, have checked.
Several months before the outbreak of the
German-S Jviet confiict, the Bolsheviks transferred a number of Polish staff otficers, including Colonel Berling, to a new camp, and
suggested to them that they organize a Polish
army to fight against the Germans.
"Berling was willing, in principle, to accept
the proposal. However, he set one condition:
such an Army was to include all officers and
men, irrespective of their political creed.
"A conference was held with Beria (Soviet
Commissar of the N. K . V. D.) and Merkulov
(the deputy chief of the N. K. V. D.). 'Of
course,' they agreed. 'Poles of all political
parties wlll be able to join the Army.' 'Well,'
said Berling, 'we have excellent Army cadres
in the camps of Starobielsk and Kozielsk.'
Whereupon Merkulov replied with some constraint: 'No, not these men; we have made a
great blunder in connection with them.'
Three witnesses testified to hearing this remfu-k of Merkulov."
The mystery of the Katyn murder has been
presented on the evidence of these documents
so far brought to light. It demands a definite explanation.
CONSTITUTION AL CONTROVERSY

The Committee of National Liberation,
formed by the Soviets In Lublin, took posi629731-10195

tion that: (1) The Polish Constltuiion of
1935 was not legally binding, and that (2) in
view of this, the previous constitution of
1921, should be brought back in force.
Before discussing the legal arguments supporting this assertion, it should be clearly
realized what were the reasons prompting the
Com!JlUnists to take up the constitutional
problem .
The Polish Government in London- subject today to vehement attacks of the Lublin
puppets- was established in accordance with
the provisions of the Polish Constitution,
binding_ for the past decade. Since the
lEgality of this government could not possibly be questioned, the Soviets resolved to
attack the legality of the constitution itself.
By attacking the way in which the constitution had been established, the Soviets and
their agents tried to abolish the fundamental
· law which governed Poland for years.
It ls a primitive trick to invalidate a constitution and cross out the pa.st of a country,
in order to knock the legal government off its
feet. It would be equally senseless to dig out
a minor error of procedure in the establishment of the Constitution of the United
States in order to demand the obliteration of
the entire historical past of the country.
The Polish constitutional history is rooted
deeply In the past:
Of all the newly established countries
(after 1918), Poland alone possessed a rich
and proud tradition of having developed
parliamentary and constitutional institutions. Even as far back as the beginning of
the :fifteenth century, that is 150 years before
the proclamation of the English Habeas
Corpus Act, Poland had given to its citizans
the guarantee of freedom from arrest without warrant (Neminem Captivablmus nlse
jure victum), and the origin of the Polish
Parliament may be found in the Polir'1
fundamental act of 1505, which took its name
of "Ni.hi! Nov!" from the first words of Its
text.
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The t1rst Parliament (Seym) of reborn
Poland met as early as February 10, 1919,
and the constitution was adopted on March
17, 1921, by the House of Representatives.
No sooner, however, did this constitution
become operative than people became aware
of the fact that the newly adopted constitution turned the helm of government over to
Parliament, which, split up into a number of
parties, became the arena for sterile political
squabbles. It became obvious that the constitution did not meet the requirements of
the young state and impeded its political
stabilization. The nations at large saw
clearly that Poland could. not survive unless
a strong executive authority was set up and
the power of Parliament curtailed in favor of
a strong and yet democratic government.
In February 193,1., the draft of a new constitution was submitted to the Parliament by
<me of the political groups. It was referred
to the committee on matters of constitution.
After 3 years of careful study and diligent
research of opinion of all the outstanding experts on political law, the committee submitted to the Parliament the draft of the new
constitution. Although strongly attacked by
the opposition parties, this draft passed
through both the House of Representatives
'1nd the Senate, and finally, In accordance
with the pertinent provisions of the law, it
was duly promulgated on April 31, 1935, as
't he new Constitution of the Republic of Poland.
The most important feature of the new
constitution was that it strengthened the
executive branch of the Government.
Article 24 of the constitution reads:
"In the event of war, the term of the President's office shall be prolonged until 3 months
after the conclusion of peace; the President
of the Republic ehall then, by a special act
promulgated in the Official Gazette, appoint
his successor, in case the office falls vacant
before the conclusion of peace. Should the
President's successor assume office, the term
Df his office shall expire at the end of 3 months
lfter the conclusion of peace."
In accordance with this provision the re629731-10195

tiring President Moscicki appointed as his
successor Wladyslaw Raczkiewicz, the present Polish President, who was thus in a
position to legally appoint the members of
the Cabinet of the Polish Government-in
exile. Due to the provisions of the April
constitution the continuity of the Polish
Government was preserved intact, even
though Poland was overrun by the enemy.
The Lublin committee charges that the
constitution ot 193& Is not democratic
enough. If it were possible today to gather
the Polish Parliament for a legal and free
debate, undoubtedly some of the constitutional provisions would be changed. The
Lublin committee, making its vehement
charges neglects to reveal that President
Raczkiewicz, immediately following the assumption of his Presidential duties, declared
that he will not take advantage of all the
powers which the constitution grants to
the President of Poland. Of his decision
President Raczkiewicz notified the people of
Poland in November 1939, in a broadcast from
France to Poland:
"In the framework of the April constitution I have decided to exert the authority, granted to me by its provisions, in collaboration with the Prime Minister and his
full agreement."
Thus the execution of the constitutional
provisions has been democratized quite a few
years before the Lublin committee came
into being, on the initiative of the Polish
Government.
In connection with this, Prime Minister
Mikolajczyk declared in his address to the
Polish National Council (July 27, 1943):
"The legal basis of our government is the
constitution of the Polish Republic, In the
future we shall undoubtedly endeavor to
change some of !ts provisions, but today
it ls the legal basis for the actlvi ties of the
state authorities and, in view of the impossibility of changing it outside Poland's
frontiers, it must and will be recognized as
such.

"However, the most important thing ls that
its fundamental provisions, especially in connection with the President's declaration of
November 30, 1939, will permit decrees to be
issued in a democratic spirit and, what ls
more important, will permit the enactment
of democratic electoral laws on the basis of
which the nation will freely elect its representatives who will ultimately decide on
the form of government in Poland and on
the details of the democratic structure of
the state.
"Proceeding with determination towards
the development or legal provisions in a
democratic spirit, we desire to put the government in the hands of our country in a
legal manner as soon as possible. The future structure of the Polish state will be
decided by Polanµ herself, expressing her will
freely."
The constitutional issue was further elucidated by Prime :fo'.linlster Mikolajczyk after
his visit to Moscow in August 1944:
"Though the constitution of 1935 ls still
formally in force it has been applied in a
democratic spirit even since 1939. Indeed,
when it became obvious that a number of
States, which were neutral in 1939 (and one
of them had been the United States), were
willing to recognize as a lawful Polish Government the only government which would
be based on the constitution of 1935, we
decided to consider everything In It which
was not democratic as a dead Jetter, and to
reply it in a strictly democratic sense.
"The declaration of this Government of
1939 and 1942, and the declaration of the
political parties in Poland in 1943 show

clearly that Poland Is now treading along
the path of true democracy based on freedom
and social justice. In a nutshell, the constitutional dispute Is but a pretext for the
Home National Council, which represents
only a small part of our people, to obtain
the right to appoint a government of the
Polish Republic. Such claims lack every
formal or factual foundation."
THE LUBLIN COMMITrEE

In the wake of the Russian armies, bands
Df organizers moved Into Poland. Carefully
aoached and instructed In Russia, they were
629731-10195

to prepare ground In Poland for the Soviet
reforms.
Most o! these men worked with one of the
two major organizations.
1. Union of Polish Patriots was organized
In Moscow in 1943. It was headed by Wanda
Wasllewska, a soviet citizen by preference,
not need, a colonel In the Red Army, and wife
of Mr. Alexander Korneychuk, Soviet Vice
Commissar for Foreign Affairs.
2. Polish Workers Party was formed by the
Comintern as late as winter of 1941-42, to
replace the the Polish Communist Party,
which the Comintern dissolved in 1937 for
Trotzkyist tendencies. The Polish. Workers
Party operated on the Polish territory occupied by the Germans, without, however, admitting its Communist af!illations. Should
there be any doubt as to these af!illatlons in
anyone's mind, one of t):le party's acts makes
their stand clear: The Polish Workers Party
was among the signatories of the Communist
Party's resolution which had brought about
the dissolution of the Comintern (summer,
1943).

Both the Union of Polish Patriots and the
Polish Workers Party were blessed with a
large number of the professional Communist
agents, for the most part not Polish citizens,
who had heen working for many years In
other countries promoting the Communist
revolution. Eugenlusz Bierut (real name :
Krasidebski) ls one of those agents. Ever
since 1921 Bierut Is a Soviet citizen. This
did not prevent him from being elected now
President of the-.,.Provisional Polish Government in Lublin.
To camouflage these Communist agents, a
certain number of non-Communists were introduced. Some of these non-Communists
were forced to do It and were recruited from
among the Poles who had been deported
into Russia and, after the break-off of Polish-Russian diplomatic relations, left without any protection whatsoever. Others were
possessed of greater ambitions than abilities
and had a shady past behind them. To those,
for instance, belonged Gen. Michal RolaZymierski, who had been convicted of bribery
and dishonor.ably discharged from the Pol!sh
Army in 1928, and Wicenty Rzymowskl,
expelled !rom the Polish Academy of Lltera-
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:ure for plagiarism. Such men could not
iope for any positions of importance in nor:nal conditions; riding high on the wave of
sov!etization of Poland, they attained today
the positions of, respectively, the Commander
fn Chief of the Polish Army and the Minister
:if Culture and Arts. These portfolios, of
course, could be given to men of such a stamp
mly by the Lublin puppet government.
To assure the proper political line, the
Soviets have assigned to each of the minister
~counsellor, chosen usually from among the
Russian otficials. Thus a counsellor to the
Commander in Chief is a colonel of the Russian NKVD (the Soviet counterpart of Gestapo), Alexander Zawadski; a counselor to
the Ministry of Information is the collaborator of the Moscow Pravda, Bielayev.
In the Polish territories taken from the
Germans there exists neither freedom of
speech nor assembly today. The press, the
radio, and all the political and social organi~ations allowed to exist are only instruments
to further Soviet aims.

To obscure the real situation and confuse
the public opinion in the free countries of
the world, a number of fake organizations was
~alled to life. It ls well worth notice that !n
these or.ganizations the same names and the
same people appear over and over again.
Among these stooge organizations are :
1. Committ€e of National Llberat!onwhich on December 31 , 1944, was pleased to
call Itself Provisional Polish Government.
2. Home National Council.
3. The Council of National Defense.
4. Citizens' Initiative Committee.
5. Group of Polish Leftist Syndicallsts.
6. The Democrt!c Party (headed by the
Communist, Haneman) .
The number of these organizations will
mos probably multiply with each day. But
!t ls most doubtful whether the number of
t heir members will multiply, because the population gave to the puppets moving on Moscow strings neither their enthusiastic support
nor confidence.
The unfriendly to the new regime attitude
of the population was reflected upon sevP.ral
occasions :
1. The Soviets sponsored a recruitment, on
voluntary basis, to the Polish Army of Gene:_al
629731-10195
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Rola- Zymierskl. This recruitment fell fiat.
Only 10 to 15 percent of the expected numbers reported for the service, and the Soviets
then introduced compulsory draft , staging
regular man-hunts in villages and in the
forests to which the people fled as they had
been doing in years past, under the German
occupation .
2. The Lublin Committee stirred much
publicity around the agrarian reform they
had Introduced in Poland. Actually this reform was boycotted by the Poles.
From time to time some of these organizations go, much to the surprise of the organizers, against the policy of the Lublin puppets. The most conspicuous lllustration of
this fact was the Congress of the Peasant
Party called in Lublin In September 1944.
This congress passed a resolution paying
hommage to the Prime Minister of the Pol!sh
Government in London, Stanislaw Mikolajczyk. The resolution was immediately hushed
by the Soviet authorities, l:iut it reached London through the underground channels.
Another Lublin activity which had received
wide publicity was an agreement concerning
the exchange of population between the territories administered by the Lublin stooges
and the Russian territories , east of so-called
Curzon line. Queer as this exchange may
seem, in view of the military operations
which accounted for unsettled conditions, the
agreement had one more peculiar feature-the population was exchanged in a one-way
f ~ :hion . . Pe c;~ le were shipped into the depths
of Russia, just as they had been In the course
of the two tragic years of deportations, in
1939--41.

There ls no doubt whatsoever that the
Lublin committee ls an imposed regime, owing its pecarious existence only to the presence of the Soviet Army In Poland and to
the terrifying etficiency of the Soviet secret
police (NKVD) apparatus. The Lublin committee which had extended to themselves
their own recognition as a Polish Government, could not find support among the
people of Poland. The democratic freedoms,
were they returned to the people, would
sweep out of the Polish political life this
small band of Soviet agents and stooges and
career climbers of doubtful Integrity.

The self-announced appointment of the
Lublin committee as a Polish Government,
met with a swift reply of the American Secretary of S 'ate, Edward J. Stettinius, who declared that the United States continues to
recognize the Polish Government in London,
as It had In the past, as the only rightful
representative Government of Poland.
SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN POLAND (1943-44)

Soviet activities in Poland considerably
preceded the entrance of the Red Army into
Polish territory. As early as in 1942 Soviet
planes dropped in eastern provinces of Poland detachments of parachutists whose task
was to organize partisan units.
Partisan bands did not seelt to engage the
Germans. Quite the contrary. They raided
and pillaged the homes of Polish country
folk , whether manor house or cottage, the
homes of the intellectual classes, and of the
clergy. They robbed homes of everything
useful, even compelling people to give up
wearing apparel. They burned stores of grain
and stacks of hay, although they knew--or
because they knew-that this would increase
the starvation of the population.
In eastern borderland, where the Germans
have controlled the towns but never the
countryside, partisan bands have boldly gone
in and carried on recruiting. In cases where
the Inhabitants resisted compulsory induction Into these bands, they were shot, sometimes in groups of 20 or 30 at a time. Another form o~ recruiting was to spread a report that the Polish Government has ordered
an uprising but that the reactionary repre sentativ.es in Poland refused to publish the
order. Then they sent orders to young men
to report at a given spot in a forest at a
fixed time when they will be taken into the
home army. On arrival the recruit heard a
fine patriotic address, took the oath of allegiance, and then found himself listening to
Communist political teachings.
The partisan units never coordinated their
activities with the general plan of military
operations carried on on a much wider scale
by the Polish home army. Instead of bringing about major German losses, these operations evoked new and unnecessary repres629731-10195

slons of the occupant directed against the
helpless Polish population.
At the same time political agents were
sent by the Soviet authorities to the German-occupied territories. They ~1ever disclosed their political character. Soviet political agents were instructed to creep into
genuine ,Polish national organizations and
gradually transform them into tools for the
propaganda of Soviet doctrine.
The agents proceeded to set up groups of
their own with names similar to those of
the genuine Polish groups-names so similar
that it is the easiest thing in the world to
confuse one with the other. For example,
long before the Comintern was dissolved by
order of the executive committee of that organization, the Polish Communist Party got
orders to disband. One of the leading and
most highly respected political parties in
Poland, both of pre-war and present times,
is that of the Socialists. In Polish it goes
by the name ' of P . P . S. (Polish Socialist
Party). What the political agents from
Moscow did was to dissolve the Communist
Party in Poland and to announce later the
formation of a Polish Workers' Party (in
Polish P . P .R.).
The intention here ls perfectly clear. It
was expected that, through confusion of
P. P . S. and P. P . R., working people and peasants, who are utterly opposed to communism
and the protection of the U. S . S . R., would
be inveigled into the Bolshevik-sponsored
party. For the P. P . R. is nothing but the
Communist Party under another name.
The Soviet agents published some secret
papers which were filed with articles denouncing the legal Polish Government In
London and aimed at stirring up discord
among Poles.
Help in the political field was given from
the Soviet Union itself, where a Communist
radio station, masking under the name of
the Polish patriot Kosciusko, broadcast several times daily to Poland news that were
exactly contrary to the broadcast In Polish
from London.
The Soviet agents wasted no time to spread
anti-American and anti-British propaganda,
rhe Poles were told that they mu&t beware

