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United States will cost the tax payers more than a billion
dollars and when the fleet is constructed its estimated
cost for maintenance (to say nothing of continuous replacement) will be in the neighborhood of $500,000,000 annually.
Moreover, peace advocates have raised the question
"Why all these war vessels anyway?" The question
implies that a full treaty navy is hardly required for
the purpose of protecting the territorial domain of the
United States. Why, then, a billion dollar naval building program? They also believe that a full strength
navy might become, in the hands of a militaristic gov·
ernment, an instrument of aggression.

Redefinition of the Policy of the "Open Door"
It should be made clear by the United States that
military forces will not be used to defend America's
policy of the "Open Door" in the Far East. Thirty-seven
percent of the foreign owned wealth in China is owned
by nationals of Great Britain; 34 percent is owned by
the nationals of Japan; and 5 percent by the nationals
of the United States. Is the protection of this comparatively scanty wealth of American citizens in China worth
a war in the Far East? No. Moreover, for the ten years
1924 to 1933 the total trade of the United States with
China was valued at less than $2,000,000,000 or under
$2·00,000,000 a year. Is the protection of this trade
worth a war which would cost many billions of dollars,
to say nothing of the forfeiture of thousands of_American lives? No. Let the American government seek to
maintain the policy of the "Open Door" solely by
diplomatic means and not by military measures.
Negotiation Regarding Naval Ratios
It would be a calamity if the present impasse regarding naval ratios were to result in the indefinite post·
ponement of the projected naval conference. A new
naval parley should be convened at the earliest possible
moment. The United States might well take the initiative
in inviting the resumption of naval conversations
between the principal naval powers.
Repeal of the Exclusion Law
Repeal of the Exclusion Law would considerably ease
anti-American tension in Japan and would result in an
immediate improvement of the relations between the
two countries. If this legislation were repealed the number of admissable immigrants would total about 185
annually for Japan, 105 for China and 100 for India.
New Trade Agreements
The United States is Japan's best customer, while
Japan buys more goods from the United States than
from any other country. The trade of the United States
with Japan for the ten years between 1924 and 1933
totalled $5, 793,533,000. Reciprocal agreements de-
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signed to increase this trade would enhance the prospects of peace in ~e .Paoifi~. Action on the p~rt of
either country restr1ctmg this trade would seriously
dislocate the present happy trade relations between the
two countries and increase international tension.

Cessation of Provocative Action and
Abandonment of Jingoistic Propaganda
The United States naval maneuvers, staged in the
Pacific in the late spring of 1935, were construed by
many people in the United States as an unnecessary
show of force. Let such provocative acts be discontinued. At the same time let there be a cessation of the
jingoistic gossip regarding the so-called inevitable war
with Japan.
The Good Neighbor Policy
President Roosevelt in his inaugural address dedicated the United States to .the policy of the good neigh·
bor - "the neighbor who resolutely respects himself
and, because he does so, respects the rights of others .."
A good neighbor does not rattle a sabre. A g?od
neighbor does not sell and refuse to buy. A good neigh·
bor does not seek the settlement of disputes by resort
to violence. Let the United States· and Japan be good
neighbors.
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China. By another treaty it was also agreed that Great
Britain, the United States and Japan would refrain
from strengthening their military fortifications within
specified areas in Far Eastern waters. Moreover, the
Powers having interests in the Pacific agreed to consult
with one another in the event of a threatened war.

Asiatic Exclusion Law
Just at the time when American-Japanese relations
were improving, Congress passed in 1924 an immigration act containing provisions excluding "aliens ineligible for citizenship." This legislation was aimed at
Japan and aroused great indignation in that country.
July 1, 1924, was observed throughout Japan as "Humiliation Day." In Tokio, on that day, in sixteen mass
meetings the Exclusion Law was protested and the city
was placarded with signs ''Hate Everything American."
The Pact of Paris
Japan and the United States are among the 62 signatories to the Pact of Paris (1929), under the terms of
which nations concerned have agreed to renounce war
as an instrument of national policy and to seek the settlement of international disputes only by pacific means.
The American Doctrine of Non-Recognition
Shortly after the occupation of Manchuria by the
Japanese military, Secretary of State Stimson announced (1932) that the United States "does not intend
to recognize any situation, treaty or agreement which
may he brought about by means contrary to the covenants and obligations of the Pact of Paris." General
approval was given to this doctrine by the American
people and the American press. The "non-recognition"
policy of the United States, with regard to Manchuria,
was subsequently made the policy of the League of
Nations. When Japan (September 15, 1932) recognized
Manchoukuo the policy of that country was brought
into sharp conflict with the policy of the United States
and of the nations members of the League.

The Naval Situation
A naval race threatened in 1921 whereupon President
Harding invited the principal naval powers to convene
a conference for the limitation of naval armaments.
This Conference was held in Washington in 1921-22.
An agreement was reached at Washington whereby the
ratio for capital ships--those over 10,000 tons--and
airplane carriers was fixed at 10:10:6 for Great Britain,
the United States and Japan respectively. At that time
it was impossible to arrive at an agreement regarding
the tonnages of cruisers, destroyers and submarines.
Accordingly a second naval conference was held in London in 1930 at which time -Japan bettered her ratio
with regard to auxiliary ships, bringing it to about 10
for Great Britain, 10 for the United States and 7 for

Japan. At London it was also agreed to grant parity to
Japan in the construction of submarines. Provisions
were also made for the convening of another naval
conference in 1935.
Japan ever since 1930 has been constructing her
quota of ships and her navy is now almost at full treaty
strength. Naval construction in Great Britain has been
more moderate and in the United States still more
moderate.
The United States, however, has just recently
launched the largest naval building program in its
peacetime history. The Vinson Naval Bill, signed by
President Roosevelt in March, 1934, authorized the
construction of 102 new war vessels and more than a
thousand airplanes, the total program to he completed
by 1941. The United States navy will then he a "treaty
navy."
Naval construction in Great Britain is also being
accelerated.
The United States is not only building more war
ships; it has laid down a naval policy which has occasioned serious misgivings in Japan. This policy, as
enunciated by Secretary Swanson (June, 1934) is as
follows:
"To maintain the navy in sufficient strength to support the national policies and commerce, and to guard
the continental and overseas possessions of the
United States.
"To.create, maintain and operate a navy second to
none and in conformity with treaty provisions.
"To develop the navy to a maximum in battle
strength and ability to control the sea in defense of
the nation and its interests.
"To organize the navy for operations in either or
both oceans so that expansion only will he necessary
in the event of war.
"To support American interests, especially the
development of American foreign commerce and the
merchant marine.
''To provide great radius of action in all classes
of fighting ships.
"To develop national aviation primarily for operations with the fleet."
Many persons are of the opinion that the policies
championed in this declaration run counter to repeated
affirmations of the United States to pursue a peaceful
policy in the Orient.

The Present American-Japanese
Crisis
The reasons for the present disturbed relations
between the United States and Japan may he said to
include the following:

(a) Disagreement regarding Naval Ratios. Japan
asked for naval parity at London in 1930 and again in
1934. The United States joined with Great Britain in
refusing to grant this request. The growing tension of
the political situation in the Far East led to Japan's
availing herself of the right to denounce the Washington naval agreement (December, 1934).
(h) Japanese irritation over the "non-recognition"
policy of the United States. Rightly or wrongly Japan
holds to the view that the United States is chiefly responsible for the refusal of the nations to grant diplomatic recognition to Manchoukuo.
(c) The Open Door. Many Japanese officials are
of the ,o pinion that the enlarged naval building program of the United States anticipates naval action in the
Far East for the preservation of the Open Door, and
for the protection of American commercial and economic interests in the Far East.
(d) Growing distrust of Japan in the United States.
To many people in the United States the military program of Japan in Manchuria, Jehol and North China,
together with Japan's withdrawal from the League of
Nations and Japan's denunciation of the Washington
naval agreement are indicative of an aggressive Japanese policy that knows no limits short of complete and
unchallenged supremacy in the Far East.
( e) Exclusion Legislation. The continued maintenance by the United States of the exclusion section of the
Immigration Act of 1924 is still regarded in Japan as
an insult and a declaration of purpose by the United
States to treat Japan as an inferior nation.
(f) United States Naval Maneuvers. During the late
spring of 1935 extensive naval maneuvers were held by
the United States in the Pacific. These maneuvers have
been described as "the ·largest and most powerful by a
wide margin ever assembled under a single command
in the world's naval history." Many peace organizations, led by the churches, protested against the holding
of these maneuvers.

A Constructive Peace Program
Moderation in Naval Construction
Despite the fact that the ships authorized under the
Vinson Naval Bill are permitted the United States under
the terms of existing naval treaties, it is believed by
many persons that were the United States to cut down
its present staggering appropriations for naval construction the tension between the United States and
Japan would be considerably eased and the prospects
for further reduction of naval tonnages by the principal
maritime powers considerably enhanced. It is estimated
that the projected naval construction program of the

The Japanese people like to stay at home. Only 5
per cent of the population of Formosa is Japanese,
while the proportion of Japanese in Korea is 2.5 per·
cent, and in Manchoukuo, 2.7 percent.
Since the pressure of population in Japan is not
likely to be relieved to any great extent through emigration, industrialization is regarded by many Japanese
leaders as the way out. And industrialization is proceeding at a rapid rate. Here we have at least a partial
explanation of recent Japanese foreign policy-a reaching out for raw materials and markets.

Japanese Trade Relations
In 1933 Japan's foreign exports were 34 percent
more than in 1932 and 74 percent more than in 1931.
In terms of tonnage the exports of Japan in 1933 were
20 percent more than in 1932 and 30 percent more than
in 1931. In 1913 Great Britain was the world's largest
exporter of cotton cloth. In that year Great Britain sold
in the markets of the world 6,780,000,000 square yards
of cotton fabrics. But in 1933 Japan surpassed Great
Britain, exporting 2,087,430,000 square yards of cotton
piece goods to Great Britain's 2,031,138,900. In addition Japanese exports of bicycles, electric light bulbs,
canned fish, and other commodities are increasing year
by year. Japanese salesmen are found in all parts of the
world and Japanese goods and wares can be bought
almost everywhere and at a low priee.
Several governments have taken or propose taking
action looking toward the restriction of Japanese goods.
England, for example, in May, 1934, imposed quotas
upon Japanese cotton and rayon textiles coming into
the Crown colonies.
Recently there has been a great deal of talk in the
United States about the rapid increase of Japanese
products in the American market. But trade relations
between the United States and Japan are mutually
advantageous. The United States buys 95 percent of all
the raw silk exported from Japan, while Japan buys
large quantites of American cotton. Since 1932 Japan
has bought more from the United States than she has
sold to this country. This disparity in favor of the
United States has been steadily increasing.

Japanese Political Relations
Political relations between Japan and other nations
are anything but satisfactory. This is due, in the main,
to the rapid expansion of Japanese influence in Eastern Asia. Specifically, Japanese aggression in Manchuria is looked upon with grave suspicion by the Powers.
For many years prior to 1931 Japan had enjoyed
certain rights in Manchuria. These included rights in

the South Manchuria Railway, the lease of a part of
the Llaotung Peninsula, mines, and factories. Japanese
investments in Manchuria totaled nearly a billion dol·
lars in 1931.
On the night of September 18, 1931, there was an
explosion in Mukden. The Japanese army in the Liaotung Peninsula got into action and within a few weeks
the principal cities in Manchuria were in Japanese
hands. Shortly thereafter the army gained predominant
influence in Japan and in March, 1932, Manchuria
became Manchoukuo.
The League asked Japan to withdraw its troops within
the railroad zone in Manchuria. Japan refused. The
League then appointed a commission to study the Man·
churian problem. Lord Lytton of England was named
chairman of the commission. After many months of
study "on the spot" the commission reported to the
League. This was on October 2, 1932. Professor Blakeslee has summarized the conclusions of the Commission
as follows: (1) the military action of the Japanese
after the explosion on September 18, 1931, was not
justified on the principle of self-defense; (2) the state
of Manchoukuo was created primarily by Japanr:se and
not by Chinese; (3) the inhabitants of Manchuria were
in general opposed to Manchoukuo and regarded it as a
Japanese government; and (4) the recognition and
maintenance of Manchoukuo were in violation of the
fundamental peace treaties.
The Lytton Commission recommended: ( 1) that
Manchuria be made an autonomous region under the
sovereignty of China, and (2) that a treaty be nego·
tiated which would protect Japanese interests in that
country.
Japan turned thumbs down on these proposals. The
Assembly of the League of Nations, on February 24,
1933, adopted a report censuring Japan for her action
in Manchuria and urging non-recognition of Manchoukuo. The United States, acting independently, concurred
in the Assembly's action. Japan, indignant, served
notice of her withdrawal from the League. (This withdrawal became effective on March 27, 1935.)
Japan then proceeded to consolidate her position in
Manchuria whereby the railways, public utilities and
banking institutions of that country were brought under
Japanese influence.
In February, 1933, the Japanese launched an attack
on the Chinese Province of J ehol and that province is
now in Japanese hands. It is believed by many well
informed persons that the remaining sections of Inner
Mongolia and Outer Mongolia also figure in the plans
of the Japanese military.

American-Japan~se Relations

The First Treaty
The first treaty between the United States and Japan
was negotiated in 1854. In this treaty these words are
found, "There shall be a perfect, permanent and universal peace, and a sincere and cordial amity between
the United States of America on the one part, and the
Empire of Japan on the other, and between their peoples
respectively, without exception of persons or places."
This peace pledge still stands.
The Open Door
In 1899 Secretary of State John Hay laid down the
policy of "The Open Door." In brief this policy sought
to make clear the fact that American citizens were to
have equal opportunity for trade and investment in
China with the citizens of other nations.
Territorial Integrity of China
The United States has always stood for the territorial
integrity of China, and has opposed for this reason the
policies of nations seeking a territorial foothold in
China proper.
The Philippines
American-Japanese relations have been influenced
by reason of American possession of the Philippine
Islands. American occupation of these islands has been
regarded by Japan and other nations bordering on the
Pacific as proof of the intention of the United States
to gain a territorial and economic foothold in the Far
East. Congress has taken action looking toward the
independence of the Philippines. (This legislation,
pending the fulfillment of certain conditions, becomes
effective in 1945.)
The "Twenty-one Demands"
In 1915 Japan presented to China her now famous
"Twenty-one Demands." These demands envisaged the
economic and political domination of China by Japan
and were, for this reason, vigorously opposed by the
United States. Similarly, at the Paris Peace Conference,
following the World War, President Wilson reluctantly
consented to recognize the secret treaties made at the
beginning of the World War between Japan, Great
Britain, France and Italy by which German rights in
Shantung were given to Japan. In 1922, however, as a
result of the Washington Naval Conference, Japan
returned Shantung to China.
The Nine Power Pact
One of the treaties resulting from the Washington
Naval Conference (1921-22) was the Nine Power Pact.
Under the terms of this Pact the principal Powers hav·
ing interests in the Pacific agreed to respect the territorial integrity and administrative independence of
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The Stake of the Churches in
American-Japanese Relations

THE churches have a vital stake in the maintenance

of the peace of the Pacific. For many decades
American churches have been sending missionaries to
China and to Japan. Thousands of lives and hundreds of
millions of dollars have been invested in this enterprise of goodwill and of brotherhood.
The present tense relations between the United
States and Japan are, therefore, a matter of grave concern to millions of church people in this country. War
between the United States and Japan would be regarded
by Christian thinking people everywhere as an international calamity and would endanger the whole Christian enterprise in the Far East and have damaging
effects upon the life and work of the churches in the
United States.

The Federal Council and the Foreign
Missions Conference Speak Their
Minds
The Executive Committee of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Christ in America, realizing the gravity
of existing American-Japanese relations and desirous
of promoting the spirit of friendship between the two
countries, adopted on March 1, 1935, the following
recommendations:
"First: That the United States make clear to the
people of our own and other lands that our so-called
'Open Door' policy is not to be interpreted as meaning
that the military and naval forces are to be employed
for the protection of American investments in the Far
East;
"Second: That the naval maneuvers scheduled to be
held in the Pacific be transferred to other waters and to
a place where they cannot possibly be regarded as a
threat to Japan;

"Third: That naval negotiations be continued between the principal maritime powers looking toward
the total abolition of such offensive weapons as battleships, aircraft carriers and bombing planes, together
with a drastic reduction in the tonnages of all other
categories of naval craft;
"Fourth: That pending .the negotiation of such an
. agreement the United States adopt a policy of moderation with respect to the construction of the naval vessels
authorized under the Vinson Naval Bill and that the
projected budgets for the army and navy be substantially curtailed."

These recommendations were transmitted by the
Secretary of the Federal Council's Department of International Justice and Goodwill to the President of the
United States, to the Secretary of State, and to the
Secretary of the Navy.
Prior to the holding of the war games in the Pacific,
the Committee of Reference and Counsel of the Foreign
Missions Conference of North America, on March 5,
sent to President Roosevelt and to the foreign mission
boards a letter from which the following is taken:
"The corner stone of sound international relations is
goodwill. For seventy-five years the disinterested and
sacrificial service of the American missionary enter·
prise has been building goodwill in the Far East. No
group is more keenly aware of the forces that make it or
mar it than that represented by the undersigned. It is
our clear and unqualified judgment that the extensive
naval maneuvers announced for the western Pacific
will seriously embitter the sentiment of the people of
Japan towards the United States.
''The communications of the members of this Committee and of the Conference represented by it with the
Far East are direct and intimate. It comes to our knowledge from unquestionable sources that this plan is causing distress among the people of goodwill throughout
Japan and that it tends to foster the military spirit there.
To conduct maneuvers which inevitably will be used to
justify greater naval and military expenditures by
Japan is inconsistent with the policy of the United
States of pressing for reductions of armaments - a
policy which is warmly supported by the churches and
missionary organizations both for the United States
and other countries."
In the early spring of 1935 more than two hundred
prominent churchmen from all parts of the United
States urged President Roosevelt, "as the commanderin-chief of the armed forces of the United States, and in
the name of peace, to alter the plans for these maneuvers
so that they may be held, if at all, under such circumstances as will not occasion suspicion and ill will in
the Far East."

Open Letters to and from Japan
Upon invitation of the Fellowship of Reconciliation
three hundred religious leaders in the United States
addressed an open letter to the people of Japan. This
letter, which was published in Japan on the very day
that the American naval maneuvers got under way in
the Pacific, said in part: "We desire to convey to you
the knowledge that many thousands of our citizens,
especially those who constitute the membership of our
churches and synagogues, have protested against the
holding of these maneuvers .... In the spirit of equality
and brotherhood we therefore ask you to unite with us
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in redoubling our efforts to maintain our historic
friendship and in opposing every effort that is likely to
lead to mistrust between our peoples. Together let us
move forward in peace and justice to greater service to
humanity, weaving the broad seaways of the mighty
Pacific into unbreakable bonds of unity in the world
community."
That American religious leaders in Japan are thoroughly aroused over the drift toward war between that
country and the United States was made clear when
they joined in dispatching to the people of the United
States an open letter in which they recommended a
reversal of many of the American policies in the
Pacific.

A Hurried Look at Japan
Seventy years ago Japan was a hermit nation.
Today Japan is a great world power. The evolution
of the Japanese nation is one of the most stirring stories
of history.
Seventy years ago the population of Japan was
33,000,000. Today Japan has a population of 66,000,000 and this number is being added to at the rate of
approximately one million each year. Seventy years
ago Japan consisted of four islands with a total land
area of 146,689 square miles. Today the Japanese
Empire is spread over a considerable area of Eastern
Asia. The total number of Japanese subjects, excluding
Manchuria, is estimated to be 92,000,000.
In 1875 Japan annexed the Kuriles, a chain of thirty
islands lying to the northeast of Japan proper. In 1895
as a result of the Sino-Japanese war Formosa came into
the possession of Japan. In 1905 as a result of the
Russo-Japanese war Korea became a Japanese protectorate. Annexation took place in 1910. As a result of the
World War the Allies gave Japan a mandate over the
Marianne, Caroline, and Marshall islands. In 1931
Manchuria, comprising 548,000 square miles, and in
1933, the Province of Jehol passed under the control of
the Japanese. In June, 1935, Japanese influence became
dominant throughout large areas of North China. Thus
has Japan extended her political and economic power
over the western Pacific and the Asiatic mainland.

Japan's Population Problem
An idea of the population problem with which Japan
is confronted may be had by imagining half of the
population of the United States crowded into the
state of California. If we take into account only the land
capable of cultivation, Japan is the most densely popu·
lated country in the world. The standard of living is
low, and agriculture, business, and the professions are
overcrowded.

