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In a well known passage in "Mein Kampf,"
Hitler has referred to Negroes as "half apes."
This is worse than anything he has said about
the Jews. He even proposes to deny to us all
rights of higher education. If he had his way,
Fiske and Howard Universities would be suppressed and no Negroes admitted to any other
colleges. This is far worse than the treatment
England or the United States have given us,
even where that treatment falls far short of
the democratic ideal.
More and more Negroes have been joining
trade unions in recent years. For progress has
been made, with the welcome aid of the decent
and far-sighted white trade unionists, in breaking down the color bar in unions. All trade
unions are suppressed by Hitler and Mussolini,
and the workers have no political or industrial
rights at all.
As colored Americans we should favor a
policy of giving all possible aid to England in
her :fight against the dictators, with their
vicious purpose of ruling the rest of the world
under Fascist brutality and denying all democratic rights or fair treatment to other ·nations
or races.
The Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies is organized to secure the backing
of public opinion for stronger and more effective steps to aid Great Britain in her fight
against the Nazi and Fascist dictators. Colored
Americans of every political party should give
the Committee their support.
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England, of course, was an imperialist country, but her imperialism is softening. And it

has always preserved a right to protest and seek
a change in its policy. For example, in India,
Gandhi, the most prominent _leader in the fight
for Independence, has had freedom to organize and agitate even under British imperialism
with less interference from the government
than even white radicals normally suffer from
in the United States.
In Germany or Italy Gandhi would have
been put in a concentration camp or perhaps
executed for far less opposition to the government's policy than Great Britain freely tolerates. Germany has had no colonies of blackfolk
to exploit since the last war. But we know the
bloody and brutal record of Mussolini in
Ethiopia. It surpasses by far in savage cruelty
anything of which the British have been guilty.
Germany had a colony in Southwest Africa
before 1914, in which a large tribe known as
Herreras lived. The German conquerors on an
unimportant pretext drove them out into the
desert to starve and die of thirst, atrociously
killing almost the whole tribe.
The racial doctrines of Hitler are absolutely
contrary to the principles of equal treatment
and equal rights for which Negroes in America
have consistently struggled. Jews have been
thus far the chief victims of this Hitlerite racial antagonism. But this is simply because
Hitler does not have many Negroes in his
clutches as yet. For the German dictator justifies his seizure of neighboring and peaceful
countries, such as Czechoslovakia, Poland,
Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, by proclaiming the poisonous doctrine that the Germans are a master race and all other races are
slave races. Not only that, but no man and no
organization in Germany is permitted publicly
to denounce this doctrine as a lie.
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AMERICANS in general, and colored Amer.r-1., icans in particular, have a tremendous
stake in this war between Hitler and
Mussolini on one side, and England and what is
left of her democratic allies on the other.
All Negroes are interested in genuine democracy. For it is in the name of democracy
that we protest against the denial of the right
of colored citizens to vote in the south.
Victory for Hitler and Mussolini will mean
the complete destruction of the right of free
speech, free press and free assemblage, and the
right to vote in elections held after free discussion, as far as their powers will reach. For
Hitler and Mussolini both have spat contempt
upon democracy, and proclaim as their purpose
its complete elimination. They intend to destroy democracy, not just in war time, but as
a peace-time ideal. They deny all civil and political rights, not just to the peoples they have
conquered, but to the Germans and Italians as
well. All organizations intended to bring about
a change in the government's policy or to replace one ruler with another, no matter how
peacefully, are illegal. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
for example, would be illegal under either
Hitler's or Mussolini's rule.

In England, on the contrary, organizations
similar to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People exist. They have
recently won a signal victory in opening to colored people important branches and ranks of
the armed forces heretofore closed to them. This
is a right for which we are still battling here.

