{ oppression of the landuelties of the early indus/elsh survived and kept their
1(ure. Their social customs, their
~ -and their religion have never been enirely swamped by the pressure of modern
industrial life.
~ · q,,.-x.

ANNUAL CULTURAL FESTIVAL

The yearly Eisteddfod is a witness to this
extraordinary interest in matters beyond
money getting and spending. It is a sort of
congress or national festival in which thousands come to hear and judge and discuss
music, poetry, recitation and drama. It is
conducted entirely in Welsh, and although
there is an element of artificiality about the
"druidic" gowns that are worn at t:r.e ceremonies of the Chairing of the Bard and the
Crowning of the Bard and at the Gorsedd
Ceremonials, the gathering is a serious and
popular one, keenly participated in by the
crowds that throng to it.
"Perhaps in no other country," The
Times wrote a few years ago, "would it be possible to find large audiences who will sit appreciatively but critically, while half a dozen
choirs sing the same set piece or a dozen
competitors recite the self-same ode. The
Eisteddfod clearly corresponds to something
in the Welsh character that differentiates it
from all others."
Of Welsh music, Giraldus Cambrensis,
writing in the twelfth century, said: "They
do not sing in unison like the inhabitants of
other countries but in different parts, so that
in a company of singers, which one frequently meets with in Wales, as many different
parts are heard as there a re performers, who
at length unite with organic melody in one
consonance and the soft sweetness of B.
Their children from their infancy sing in the
same manner."
It has been suggested that in the old est
tunes of Wales we may have the remains of
pre-Roman British music: whether that is so
or not, it is true that few nations have had
such a long musical tradition as the Welsh.
It is not merely that the country produces
fine individual musicians, but that the errand
boy on the street, the miner, the tradesman
behind his counter-nearly every individu al
in the country-has this extraordinary natural understanding of melody and harmony:
so that any collection of people can improvise
or part-sing at will and with perfect musical
judgment.
It is significant that the industrial districts have never marred the face of Wales
as they have marred the countryside of other
nations. South Wales is still beautiful. The
. hills still overwhelm the industrial towns
which run like ribbons up their slopes: the
mines lie unseen beneath the earth and the

mining villages are small islands in the countryside. Steelworks do not sprawl widely
enough to cover the garden-like scenery of
Glamorgan. The country-even in its physical appearance-still retains its individuality: the valleys and hills over which the
Welsh princes hunted, through which King
Arthur quested, have not been lost in the
mass of shapeless urbanism which has spread
over much of, say, the Midlands of England.
The war effort has, of course, very greatly affected the life and industry of Wales.
Welsh steel products go into the making of
practically every war weapon produced in
Britain. "Anderson" shelters were turned out
in great quantities there. Several of the new
ordnance factories have been set up in Wales.
In one of them, which produces 25 pounder
field guns, output was ahead of schedule within three months after production began-and
production began before the construction of
the factory was completed. At another, three
out of every five workers are women, of whom
only 5% had previous factory experience.
AGRICULTURE'S GROWTH

Agriculture has not been behind industry. In 1940, the four northern counties were
asked to increase their area under the plough
by 50,000 acres. This was done. Four of the
western counties raised their ploughing acreage by 79,000 acres within the year, and
80,000 more acres are expected to be added
this year. Eight hundred acres of bracken
have been reclaimed on the heights of Montgomeryshire. New crops such as sugar beet
and flax are being grown on some of this new
ploughed land. Scientific methods are being
used to increase production and produce
healthier crops. There is a shortage of man
power for the land, and the Women's Land
Army is helping to fill the breach. School
children are also volunteering for farm work
-this work is being made part of the educational work in many districts.
Wales has stood up well to bombing attacks. The Minister for Air, Sir Archibald
Sinclair, has commented. on the endurance
which the Welsh towns and villages showed
during the early raids when Britain's defenses were mostly concentrated on the east
coast. But now the balloon barrage in Wales
is fifteen times stronger than it was a year
ago, and the anti-aircraft defences six times
stronger; moreover, the country is covered
by fighter planes.
George Meredith summed up the Welsh
character. He wrote of them, "They have
poetry in them; they are valiant; they are
hospitable to teach the Arab a lesson: I believe their life is their friend's at need ...
they would lay it down for him . . . they'll
heap on you everything they have-if they
love you, and you, at the same time, have
struck their imagination."
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Wales in War-Time
FEW years ago two men went down a colliery in Glamorganshire, Wales, to make
a survey. Six hours later they had not returned: they had been buried by a heavy fall
of debris. Three of the Welsh miners began
to remove the debris, but the timbers supporting the cavity began to fall in on them.
They set up temporary supports; these collapsed too and nearly buried them.
So it was decided to tunnel through to
the entombed men. For six hours the rescuers
worked, exposed all the time to the greatest
danger from the pressure on the hastily constructed and lightly timbered tunnel. At
3 :30 a.m. they got through. A human chain
was formed and the buried men passed out
from one rescuer to another. They were no
sooner clear than the tunnel closed in and
collapsed. The entire rescue took nine hours.
This incident happens to be a recorded
deed of gallantry (the three rescuers received
the Edward Medal) but only the miners and
their neighbors in the mining towns know
how many such rescues are carried out every
year.

A

WELSH MINERS IN AIR RAIDS

A miner's courage must consist ~f more
than generous impulsiveness and the capacity for quick decisions. He has to be capable
of working slowly when the danger is increasing minute by minute; of being able to use
his head when he is buried or half stifled.
A display of this sort of courage, however, is almost an everyday matter in mining
Wales. Today it is needed in many other
places as well. For during the past year, in
London, Coventry, Portsmouth and many
other cities of Britain, not only men, but
women and children, have been buried under
piles of debris, and exploded sewers and gas
mains have provided dangers as great as fire
damp and coal gas. Men who were skilled in
tunnelling and shoring up, men who knew
which brick, when pulled out from the mess,
would bring down the whole structure-and
which, on the other hand, would release a
buried victim-were badly needed both to
carry out rescue work and to train other
workers. Welsh miners who had had to leave
Wales after the last war, when the mines
began to close and the great depression
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Started, found their skill and their coolness
in demand.
That is why there are a considerable
number of Welshmen in the Rescue Services
today, for this service digs for "trapped
casualties" and attends to partially destroyed
buildings which might be a danger to the
public. Ten to six rescue workers rush to
the scene of the damage as soon as the
War.den's report comes to the control center.
Their gear consists of ladders, lifting tackle
and first-aid kit (for their own casualties).
They start their work by shining their powerful electric lamps down on the wreckage-it
gives heart to the people underneath.
THE WELSH GUARDS IN FRANCE

These Welshmen in the Rescue Services
fight the damage the enemy has done; some •
of their countrymen have fought the enemy
himself with no less gallantry. One battalion
of the Welsh Guards arrived on the Wes tern
Front on May 22, 1940. They embarked for
England less than a week later-but between
their two voyages a good deal had happened.
On May 23 they were attacked by enemy
tanks. These they forced to withdraw. Enemy
artillery bombardment · then started up and
under its cover, early next day, .the Germans
attacked strongly with tanks and armored
fighting vehicles on the battalion's right and
center. The line was held in spite of heavy
casualties, althou·gh the men had little time
to dig in.
An officer then arrived from brigade
headquarters giving orders that the battalion
should withdraw into Boulogne. They withdrew, still under fire, and took up positions
with their backs to the Liane River, where
they helped the French troops block the roads
to the east. In the afternoon the brigadier
gave the order to fight it out-Boulogne was
to be held. Road blocks were strengthened
and houses were searched for fifth columnists, of whom there were not a few.
Then followed a terrific shelling of the
quay and the town of Boulogne, and shortly
afterward came the order to withdraw to the
quay. Despatch riders could scarcely reach
the companies-so heavy was the shellingand one company could not be found: it was
holding a road block against .t remendous

,,
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It. It was never withdrawn; when last
en it was fighting it out against impossible
odds.
The battalion, with one company missing,
then went across the bridge and dispersed in
the railway station and the pier shelter.
Through heavy bombardment from the air
and intense shelling, three destroyers forced
their way into the harbor. One was hit and
set on fire. The other two took off what was
left of the battalion and the other troops.
WELSH SEAMEN vs. U-BOAT
Other Welshmen meet the enemy at sea.
A small merchant ship, the steamer Sarastone, had to drop out of a convoy because of
engine trouble. She was making only two
knots when a German submarine appeared.
"We had only one gun with a sailor manning
it," said Davies, a member of the crew, later.
"The submarine closed in to aim a torpedo,
but we kept changing course so that the
enemy couldn't get us where he wanted us.
Again and again the Germans signalled us
to stop but we weren't having any.
"All the crew gave three ringing cheers
for the King. Shells from the submarine
dropped all around us. We waited for the
enemy to come within r ange, and then our
gunner let him h ave it. We cheered ourselves
hoarse when our second and third shots
s cored direct hits.
"When the smoke cleared we saw the
U-boat's big gun had been shot away. The
Germans brought smaller guns into action
but our gunner was on the target and shell
after shell hit the submarine. We left the
enemy floating helplessly on the surface of
the sea and plugged our way home."
THE CELTS OF BRITAIN

Of the three peoples that make up the
British Isles, the Welsh alone have kept their
own language throughout their country-or,
it would be more accurate to say-have kept
alive the native language of Britain, for
Welsh as it is spoken today could probably
be tolerably well understood by the Britons
who fought Julius Caesar in 55 B.C. They
are the Celts of Ancient Britain-descendants of those Celtic colonists who swept over
Britain from the continent, imposing their
language, their religions, their social order
and their art on the peoples alrea dy living
there. (Of those pre-Celtic people, even,
Wales contains a gr eater proportion than the
rest of Britain. Th ey brought the making of
tools and weapons in stone and bronze to
Britain and have left behind them their
strange immense monuments of stone in the
Welsh counties of Carnarvon and Pembroke.
The stones of Stonehenge were carried-no
one knows how-from Wales to Wiltshire by
these people.)

The Romans built their roads through
Wales and set up forts to watch over the
valleys, but neither they nor the Saxons ever
really penetrated the country. The Welsh
were a nomadic, mountainous people who retreated to the heights when the invaders
came, and eluded, rather than defeated, the
foreigner.
Only the Normans, with their mixture of
severity and shrewdness, were able to bring
about a union between the two countries, but
they never actually dominated the country.
Edward I, the first Norman king who was by
feeling and upbringing also an Englishman,
built his castles at strategic points, encouraged the growth of cities and, when his wars
against them were over, treated the Welsh
people with reasonableness. The first Prince
of Wales was his son and this prince, when
King, was the first monarch of England to
summon Welsh representatives to Parliament.'
NATURAL VILLAGERS

But the way of life of the two people,
English and Welsh, was radically different
and continued to be different. The Welsh
lived in tiny scattered villages on hillsides;
they were not natural townsfolk. They had
no landlord and tenant system as had the
English. The eldest son · had not primary
rights; land was divided equally between all
the children. Consequently, "the whole countrie was brought into small pieces of ground
and intermingled upp and downe with one
another, so as in every five or six acres you
shall have ten or twelve owners," as a Welsh
historian wrote in the 16th century.
Henry VIII, who abolished so much, abolished this system also in the 16th century,
but the English system of tenant and landlord did not suit Wales, and for 200 years
and more the Welsh peasant suffered from
alien and absentee landlords who looked to
England for their culture and political int erests. Evictions were frequent and discontent
increased, and this discontent led to the great
Liberal revolt of the farmers in the 19th
century, when the Tory landowners were
heavily outvoted. Finally, the Land Commission on Wales set up by Gladstone gave
support to the farmers' claims, and the situation was largely adjusted.
But meanwhile, Wales had altered in
character. It is one of the oddities of history
that a people so utterly agricultura l and even
nomadic in background should now, in most
people's minds, be associated entirely with
one of the greatest industries-coal mining.
Until the early 19th century the Welsh
lived entirely on their cattle and sheep, driving t h e cattle over the border to sell to the
English for breeding or for meat, and carding, spinning and weaving the wool from
their sheep in their own farmhouses. The

Welsh, in fact, are still an agricultural people: the inhabitants of North Wales, who live
on mountain slopes overlooking rich valleys
and pasture lands, still raise the mountain
sheep of Wales, whose wool makes such excellent tweed, and the famous black cattle.
Farmhouse industries still persist in the
isolated farms of North Wales; occasionally
even, farmer craftsmen can be found not
only in the North, but in the West and South
of Wales, who can make kitchen dressers or
carve wooden spoons and bowls almost as
finely as their ancestors. Wood turnery, in
fact, is as Welsh a talent as singing. It is a
well-known fact in London that most of the
small dairymen in that city have Welsh names
-and the small bakers too. Nevertheless, today Wales and the Welsh are identified with
coal.
·
WELSH MINES DEVELOPED

Actually, coal mining on a large scale
did not start in Wales till the 19th century;
though copper smelting developed in the 16th
century and ironmaking in the 18th. But the
furnaces and foundries were isolated in the
hills, and the lumber needed for their smelting eventually ran low. Then the problem of
transporting the iron to its market arose and
was solved, almost at the same time, by the
steam engine. (The first steam engine to run
on rails ran, in fact, through Merthyr.)
The steam engine required coal and so
coal mining came into its own, starting as a
subsidiary industry to ironmaking. It was
the great iron-masters, the pioneers and adventurers of England, who led the way to the
industrial revolution in Wales by erecting
their foundries and furnaces there. And even
today, Wales remains a metal-working country; copper and nickel refining, zinc smelting, and, of course, the iron and steel industry still give employment to a large part of
the Welsh workers.
The coal industry has suffered serious
trials since 1914. At that time expansion
seemed almost limitless, but since 1920 every
factor which had worked for coal has worked
against it. The export market which had accounted for 40% to 50 % of the production,
was lost owing to tariffs and to increasing
economic nationalism in countries abroad;
ships turned from coal to oil and shipping
itself declined. For some years railways and
heavy industries declined, too, er turned to
substitutes.
By 1931 coal exports had fallen to half
the pre-war level and unemployment was rife.
There were over 242,000 miners in South
Wales in 1921: in 1935, out of 187,000 insured
workers, 63,000 were unemployed. In South
Wales, too, a dead coal mine meant a dea d
district: where the entire wage earners a r e
miners the prosperity of the tradesmen and

every other worker must depend o x:
miner's regular wage. In those dark yea~.,
whole villages were plunged into povertyevery activity in them brought to an end.
At the outbreak of this war, however,
coal mining picked up again; by the beginning of 1940 the rate of production in South
Wales coal fields had been raised one million
tons a year. Special measures were taken
early in April to increase exports still further and yet to maintain an essential home
supply, and the speed of production had to
be increased yet again when the occupation
of the Nether lands and Belgium removed one
of France's important sources of coal. Britain
had to make up the deficiency from her own
mines.
Then suddenly the whole of this export
trade to France disappeared with the French
surrender. Within two weeks of the call to
increase coal production, the industry had to
readjust to fill only three quarters of that
demand. The situation was complicated again
by the fact that Britain was not even able to
supply all the coal demands from overseas
markets owing to a shortage of shipping.
A number of miners left the industry and
went into the armed forces or into munitions.
But the situation has now changed again,
for the home demand has increased and there
seems a danger of shortage. Miners are being
called back from other work to produce coal
for the factories and householders of Britain.
The export trade is lower than ever before
but the home market is greater than it was
in peace time.
THE WELSH CHARACTER

This series of ups and downs, this violent
wrenching about of their lives, the fearful
period of desolating unemployment and hopelessness they have been through, would be
enough to destroy the vitality of most people.
But the Welsh have an unusual capacity for
enduring and surviving. Their history may
give some clue to this; while the rest of South
Britain was overrun and absorbed by the invaders, they managed to keep their own culture and civilization intact: when the invader
came to Wales he was isolated in his castles.
Since invadfog people were never able
to settle among the Welsh, they could not
impose their language. Moreover, the Welsh
manner of living-in separated communities,
in remote farmhouses-bred a character of
persistence: customs and thought do not
change when there is so little mixing with
the outer world.
Legends and traditions persist: it would
be difficult for the national feeling for music,
for instance, to die out in Wales because each
individual grows up in music, catching it, as
it were, from his family and his n eighbors.
Under the severities of the English conquest

