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Holland
Four Centuries of Freedom

B efore May 1 , 1 4), h
tP,1!=
lands veo7Jle w e ~c f l, pl a e-ful in intent, eac"1J!lP,, act ·Qnand vigilant i the vreservati n of
veace and neu ality They were as
havvY as a 1J vle, caught between
warring nati ns, coul
.y Tl~
had elected t eir own gov ! nme6 t,
and trusted it. Th ey were wellfed, well-clot ed, ell-housed. Thei
trade was cur aited, but still only
sugar was rationed. They w e ane
of the few peoples on the Continent
who could read what they wished
in their newsvavers, hear what
they wanted on their radios, move
about fr eely, worshiv God as they
desired.
So the reader may be warned, let
it be stated here that what follows
on these vages is not gay reading.
The heart of a people living under
enemy occuvation- is heavy. There
is no time nor occasion for laughter. Th e story of an unhavvy veovle at home, its Queen and Government in London, and the distant
varts of an E?npire , is one of privation, work and suffering to attain a common goal-The Netherlands must be fr ee again! The information avvearing on succeeding
vages comes from various sources
-official governmental decrees in
the main; firsthand accoimts of
persons either in the Netherlands
in- E urove or elsewhere in the Emvire; the revorts of reliable journalists of the great American vress
associations and newspapers, and
authentic material furnished, either
in official text or from confirmed
sources, by Great Britain, the chief
Ally of the K ingdo?n of The Netherlands in this war for the fr eedom
of thought, exvression, and religion
of the individual.

N May 15, 1940, four centuries of

O freedom and self-rule ended in Holland. For it was on that day, 24 hours
after the Netherlands army was forced
to capitulate after facing overwhelming
odds, that the Nazis by motorcycles,
tanks, automobiles, and hobnailed boots
swarmed into the chief cities of the
Netherlands. They came after an orgy
of death and wanton destruction. Rotterdam, third to New York and London
among the world's ports, lay in ruins beneath the most terrific aerial bombardment of modern times. It was an open
undefended city. The Germans had been
so advised; but the Nazi terrorism went
unchecked.
In less than two hours after they had
unleashed their fury from the skies, the
heart of this great city lay blackened,
smoldering and destroyed. And bene~th
its ruins were the bodies of 30,000 men,
women, and children.
So it was on the sixth day that the
Nazis took over Holland. They cam~
in a new and strange form . T hey offered the hand of friendship. They
declared their only desire was to aid the
Netherlands. They did not want Holland,
they said. The invasion was forced on
them by the British. The Germans, they
added, only wanted to do whatever was
within their power to assist the Netherlands. But the hand of friendship, so
soon proffered, still was red with the
blood of Hollanders.
Few Nethe1'landers believed their assurances and those few soon were disillusioned. As public disbelief grew, it
received added confirmation by the first
of what has been a series of restrictive
and repressive measures which have
grown in number up to the present
moment. First, in the shadow of the
proffered hand of friendship, came the
person of Arthur Seyss-Inquart. SeyssInquart, an Austrian who had won
Nazi favor by betraying his own country, was appointed Commissioner General of The Netherlands.
Seyss-Inquart's protestations of friendship and goodwill were shortly dissipated
by his remarks.
Chief of these
was his public thanks to the members of the "fifth column." Th ese
were the Germans who had shared the
hospitality of the country and who later
violated it. These were the persons to
whom Seyss-Inquart promised fitting
places in the new order.
"All of you have deserved our thanks
for the exemplary attitude you have
shown in the past year," he said. "Now
a new task awaits you. You have learned
to understand the Dutch and you must
act as mediators. You have earned your
place among these people, and you are
fully entitled to live in their midst. You
must realize that every one of you is a
personal representative of the German

Reich and the bearer of the will of the
Fuehrer . . . Heil!"

* * *

HORTLY after this pronouncement
came the restricting measures.
The Gel'mans demonstrated their complete misunderstanding of the character
of the Netherlands people when they
directed their initial hostility against the
Queen and the Royal Family. The House
of Orange has been an integral part of
the life of the Netherlands people ever
since the first Prince of that House,
William The Silent, proclaimed the Netherlands Independence in 1581. For the
Netherlander, the House of Orange is
not only a royal house and a monarchy,
but virtually a religion. The Germans
believed they could discredit the Queen
by charging she had fled the country.
They forgot the Netherlander was too
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intelligent to absorb that type of propaganda. He was well aware that the
Qt1e n, as head of the Kingdom of The
h rl ds nd symbol of the unity of
ou pa ts of that Kingdom-Hol1
in Euro e, the East Indies, the West
Indi s, '11.d Surinam-could not permit
herself to ecome the captive and an
instrument of the Germans. When the
ermans discovered their endeavors to
iscredit , e Queen were unavailing,
they at o ce forbade all mention of the
oyal Ho se and all manifestations of
loyalty t it. They even forbade the
se 1ingana the wearing of orange flowers,
or any orange-colored symbols; they forbade the white carnation, favorite flower
of Prince Bernhard, the husband of
Princess Juliana. They went so far also
as to forbid the wearing of humble little
forget-me-nots because of what their
name connoted.
On Prince Bernhar d's birthday when
great masses of the people went out wearing white carnations, the Nazis tried to
tear them from their lapels. Everywhere in the country, serious riots occurred immediately. There is a report
that many persons, instead of using pins
to affix their white carnations, used
safety razor blades, and when these
particular carnations were torn away
from lapels, lacerated fingers resulted.

* * *

URING the days preceding the
Queen's birthday, Aug. 31st, a systematic search was made by the Germans
to "blitzkrieg" all orange-colored flowers,
white carnations, and forget-me-nots. But
as if by magic, on August 31st, these reappeared and were worn by thousands of
Nether landers.
On that same night, air-raid alarms
were sounded but, strange to say, the
people did not take to shelter, but remained on the streets and cheered the
valiant British Royal Air Force who
gave a particular show for them. From
high in the heavens the aviators dropped
fireworks which ignited and wrote in red
and fiery fingers the letters "W" for
"Wilhelmina," "J" for "Juliana," and
"B" for "Bernhard" against the darkened skies.
Again on the Queens birthday, the
swans in the public parks suddenly appeared with orange ribbons round their
necks.
Many road signs throughout the countl'y had mysteriously been painted orange
the night before. On the stage, to the
immense delight of audiences, black top
hats were worn which, when removed,
revealed orange linings, because - as
it was explained - it is not the exterior
that counts, but what is within.
Even the word "Royal" seemed to hold
terror for the Nazis for another decree
officially abolished it. The "Royal Library" now is known as the "National
Library." The "Royal Academy of
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FOUR CENTURIES
Sciences" has been re-christened the
"National Academy of Sciences."
The Germans were not content with
the foregoing. They have since purged
all references to Queen Wilhelmina in
schoolbooks as a part of their formal
campaign to wipe out patriotic feeling
for the Queen, the House of Orange, and
members of the Government. A number
of books containing speeches and pictures
of the Queen as well as other members
of the Royal Family have been withdrawn fror:1 the schools.
Then came measures against the Jews.
No Jew was allowed to live within 10
miles of the Netherlands coast. Jews
and persons married to Jews were dismissed from official jobs. Many Jews
were arrested and taken to concentration
camps. In economic life, Jews were not
allowed to play any part. The Netherlands people never in their history have
persecuted others because of their religion or of their race. Neither are they
doing so today. And when the Germans
forced some of the professors of the University of Leiden and the Technical Institute of Delft, who happened to be
Jews, from their posts, the students organized major strikes. The result
was riots in these cities, and the
Germans then closed both of these worldfamed institutions of learning.

* * *
EFORE the war, Holland was a land
of plenty. There was ample food,
clothing, and shelter. No one went hungry. Today, .>o far as food and clothing
are concerned, a sevP.re rationing system
has been introduced and is in effect.
To cite some specific examples: Beginning October 18th, soap was placed on
a further restrictive basis. A person is
permitted 150 grams of toilet soap per
week, or 250 grams of soap powder, or
120 grams of kitchen soap. Meat, including bones, is rationed at the rate
of 400 grams per person per week and
sandwich meat at the rate of 75 grams
per person per week. Bread is rationed at the rate of 2500 gram per week,
so far as the pumpernickel variety is
concerned, or 2000 grams of other varieties. This means a daily bread ration of a
loaf weighing just a trifle over a halfpound. Only small quantities of butter
and cheese are obtainable. Cream can be

B

H olland at P eace: rows of tidy homes,
contented people sitting in the sun . . .
freight boats on qiiiet, sun-flecked canals
. . . up-to-date, well-planned cities of
sweeping parks, wide streets, sl•y-scraver
ct7Jartments. Amsterdcim (bottom), Rotterdam and other large cities of the Netherlands were 71ioneers in modern apartment house design.
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OF FREEDOM
had only on a doctor's prescription. The
individual can get but a very limited
upply of milk, and only sick people,
babies, and nursing mothers can get an
additional quantity, but still considerably less than was the average consumption in pre-war days.
As to clothing, this, too, is sharply
rationed and only obtainable on coupons.
To the individual a card with 100 points
is issued, and a suit of clothes, a handkerchief, a pair of socks, shoes, a tie,
each article, in fact, is rated to a certain number of points. Once the 100
points are exhausted, one can get a new
card only after a year. A suit of clothes
takes about 60 points, so that does not
leave very much for socks or shoes or
other auxiliary articles.

* * *

ATIONING, as described above, was
made necessary when the Germans
levied upon the ample reserves of foodstuffs in Holland. Dutch livestock, once
t he pride of Europe, has been decimated. A certain proportion of the
herds were lost during the actual hostilities, but since then one-quarter of the
remaining number of cows and 750,000
pigs have been slaughtered, and the meat
has been sent to Germany. The original
poultry stocks of the Netherlands numbers 28 million hens; only 6 million remain. Sixty per cent of the tobacco
reserves and 50% of the cacao reserves of the Netherlands have been
sent to Germany, and it should
also be remembered that first call
on whatever stocks and supplies are left
in Holland is the privilege of the German
army. The civilian population-the owners of the country-come second. Tea
and coffee, the latter the favorite beverage of the people, today are virtually unobtainable for the civilian population. Of
course, when German soldiers are permitted to make up packages to send to
their home folks in the Reich, one can
easily imagine how rapidly the reserve
stocks of tea and coffee are disappearing.
As recently as November 19th, to
be exact, the free sale of vegetables
was forbidden, and a rationing system
instituted. Dry vegetables are likewise
scarce despite the fact that plants preparing them are working 24 hours a day.
The greater portion of their output goes
across the border into Germany.

R

Man's greatest destruction: Innocent,
busy Rotterdam was an 07Jen city and had
been so declared. B ut in a space of only
30 minutes German bombers turned the
heart of the city into shambles such as
these as 30,000 men, wo1nen and children
diecl cincl 70,000 more were injured.
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LIBE RTY TORN

AND TRAMPLED

Even hot water has come under the
ban of the Nazis. The Netherlands house' wife, a paragon of cleanliness the world
over, has been instructed as follows by
the Nazi-controlled radio in Holland:
"It is really not necessary to wash
dishes and cutlery three times a day.
Once a day will do. It not only saves
hot water, but also soap.''
As for bathing, one may take but a
single hot bath a week.
This restriction followed the rationing
of coal, which now entitles a householder
to one-fifth of what he normally would
have used before the swarms of Germans
arrived.

sored versions of political events are permitted to appear.
The life of the average person is
greatly circumscribed.
The Netherlander is forbidden to listen to any radio,
save those under Nazi control.
A universal curfew is in effect. Everyone must be home by 10 at night and remain there until 4 in the morning. As
one nears the coast, the curfew hour is
still earlier. Nine o'clock is bedtime for
any resident within 10 miles of the sea.
To enforce supervision and, undoubtedly, to exact obedience, the Gestapo has
ruled that every Netherlander must
register and must carry at all times a
card of identity.
In stores and merchandise markets, tht
rule is that a German officer or a German soldier shall be served before a
citizen. Moreover, the German soldier
need not carry a ration card.
Not long ago, in a certain department
store, two young women were being
waited upon by a clerk. As they examined some merchandise, two German officers approached the same counter and
the clerk, mindful of the rule of serving
the Germans first, turned her attention
to the men. They clicked their heels
sharply, bowed gallantly, thus indicating
their willingness to wait until the young
ladies had been served. But the latter
would have none of this. One said:
"Please h elp these gentlemen first, they
are in a hurry to get to England!"
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* * *

HE Nether lands, for centuries a
symbol of personal liberty and freedom of thought, religion, and expression,
today are repressively regimented by the
Germans.
The radio and the press are completely
under the domination of the Nazis. The
contents of all newspapers are, of course,
under the strictest German censorship
and supervision, and only under those
conditions are they permitted to continue publication.
Shortly after the occupation of Holland, newspaper editors were informed
by German press officials that they would
not have to submit copy for censorship
before printing, but would be held personally responsible for every article. In
addition, they were told that Jews were
"undesirable" as political editors.
Bewildered by the severe personal censorship, Netherlands editors as a rule
printed only news received from the German news agency. Netherlands newspapers became uniform and dull. Thousands of subscriptions were cancelled by
readers who had lost confidence in the
daily press. "Het Volk," the socialist
daily, for instance, was said to have lost
more than half its readers.
The "Standaard," Calvinist daily of
Dr. Hendrik Colijn, former Prime Minister, was suppressed for two months,
while other publications were threatened
with suppression unless they changed
their policies. Just as the Germans have
muzzled the newspapers of Holland, so
they have clamped a powerful censorship on the radio. Only German-cen-

These pictures, smuggled out of Holland,
were taken on Prince Bernhard's birthday, June 29, 1940. Th e occupying authorities forbade demonstrations, but
(TOP)
People of The Hague banked
white carnations, Prince Bernhard's favorite flower, at the base of the meniorial to Prince Willem, founder of the
Ho use of Orange; and
(BOTTOM) Brought floml tributes to the
Royal Palace just as on previoiis royal
birthdays. Center is a close-up of the
base of the Willem monument, heaped
with the flowers that bespoke the soul
of a people.

Page Six

.__ _ _ _..-:,mrt"ttli"4\ '\}; ,lfjf}/WIJ))J j

wII

\(

* * *

p to the German invasion, the Neth
erlands were, with Switzerland, the
only European countries without foreign
exchange regulations. The economic cQn
dition of the country was so sound and
the position of the guilder so strong that
there was no need of such regulations.
This, of course, changed the moment the
Germans marched into Holland. The free
transfer of monies to foreign countries
was abolished. Now the Germans have
introduced in the Netherlands the same
stringent exchange regulations which
are enforced in Germany. The possession
of fornign securities and real estate in
foreign countries must be registered.
Gold and foreign currency have to be
offered to the authorities at a nominal
value. Exception is made for German
securities.

U

Th e Netherlands L egion in England continues the war:
(TOP) Prince Bernhard, second from left,
and officers of the Netherlands Air
Force, inspect a R . A. F. base guarded
by Netherlands soldiers.
(CENTER) Men of the Netherlands fleet
air force and army.

(BOTTOM) Fledgeling airmen get ma
chine gun practice for war duty.
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HE Germans originally put into circulation "Reichskreditkassenscheine,'' a special paper currency issued by
the German government for use in German-occupied countriks. This was a
sort of mark banknote with a restricted
use. The German soldiers spread
millions and millions of these notes
in the Netherlands. They used them
for everything they bought. The Bank
of The Netherlands is obliged to change
these notes into guilders up to an amount
of 15,000,000 guilders a week. It is clear
that by this measure (for although the
"Reichskreditkassenscheine" were later
withdrawn, their succeeding equivalents
were equally without basic value) the

Netherlands currency soon will be devaluated, as the circulation will increase
regularly without an increase of gold or
of foreign currency reserves. It also
may be noted here that, fortunately, by
far the greater part of the Netherlands
gold reserves had been taken to safety
before the German invasion, and now
are at the disposal of The Netherlands
Government in London. Likewise, the
rather important stocks of American securities owned by Netherlanders in the
United States have been frozen, so that
the Germans cannot profit by them. The
"Reichskreditkassenscheine" and their
succeeding equivalents not only are being
used for the daily needs of the German

Holland's Noted Bridges Smashed

army of occupation, but also £or .the pay·
ment of everything the Germans want
to take away from Holland. Thus, high
German officials regularly visit the Nether lands where they buy valuable jewelry,
paintings, and other masterpieces of art.
In the German-controlled Netherlands
newspapers it is stressed that they pay
fairly good prices for their purchases,
but it is not mentioned that payment,
while now made in guilders, is possible
because German Treasury notes now
stand as collateral for these self same
guilders. A semblance of honesty thus
is maintained, until one realizes that
the guilder in Netherlands Europe
today no longer rests on an honorable base. And every guilder issued
through this Nazi method of financing
merely adds to the floating debt of the
country.
Moreover, the Germans have forced
the Netherlands autho1·ities to take many
measures in order to be able to have
complete control of all Netherlands business. Already the heavy industries of
the country are being utilized chiefly for
the German armament program.

N

World-famous bridges of the Netherlands had to be destroyed by their own
engineers in the atterrupt to stem the ruthless invader.
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* * *

OTWITHSTANDING all this, German propaganda tries to give an impression of prosperity in Holland by
publishing regular reports, some appearing in the American press, of the "bull
market" in the stock exchange of Amsterdam. It is true that most securities have
doubled in price since the invasion. This,
however, is not caused by any bright
prospect for Netherlands business, but
largely because people are afraid of inflation and want to buy shares at any
price. And nowadays the German, too,
are purchasers of Netherlands securities
in Amsterdam. Naturally, prices increase sharply when the impact of an
already inflated currency, the Reichsrnark, is felt on values hitherto established by a sound currency, the Guilder.
Thus, it happens that shares of the Royal
Dutch Shell with a nominal value of
1000 guilders are quoted 3000 guilders
($1600) in Amsterdam, but that the
value of these same shares in New York
is not more than $500.
The rise of prices of consumer goods
is being kept within certain limits by
stringent restrictions. These restrictions are enforceable because the individual can buy only a limited quantity
of most goods on his ration cards. Wood,
fuel, and gasoline are no longer obtainable for private purposes.
The Germans have introduced a marvellous-looking system of giving the impression to the Nether lands people that
they are willing to pay their debts. All
restrictions on payment of interest due
on German bonds and shares and on payment of all other balances which Netherlanders have with Germany have been
revoked. This sounds beautiful and favorable for the owner of German securities. In reality, howev.e r, no payment
takes place, as all amounts due al'e
broug·ht under the Netherlands / German
clearing, which, at the moment, shows a
balance in favor of the Netherlands of
about 900 million guilders.

THE

GOVERNMENT

IN

the start of the German invasion
F ROM
of the Netherlands, it was clear that

Netherlands bank note currency has
been subjected to additional scrutiny so
its source could be determined, and cer·
tain restrictions were put into effect.
These did not app ly to the Nethel'lands
Indies bank note currency which apart
from some valuta regulations enjoyed
free circulation throughout the world.
These necessary steps were taken to
facilitate the resumption of trade and
commerce. A great number of companies and firms have been assi ted in transferring their seats of business to the
overseas Empire, some to Curacao, some
to Surinam, many to Batavia. Although
shut off from the mother country, Netherlands business men throughout the
world have been given new hope.

the first aim of the enemy was the capture of Queen Wilhelmina and the members of the Cabinet in order to send them
to Germany as prisoners and hostages.
So on the fourth day of the invasion
when it appeared doubtful whether the
Netherlands army would be able to keep
the Germans away from The Hague, it
was decided that the Queen and her ministers should go on a destroyer to Zeeland, Holland's southernmost province.
It was planned that there, on Netherlands soil, the war would be continued.
While the Queen was on her way to
Breskens, where she intended to land,
the Germans bombed and completely
destroyed the residence prepared for h er.
As there was no possibility of landing
in Zeeland, it was only then that the
Queen agreed to continue on the destrnyer and go to England. The principal
aim of the Nazis-to seize the Queen and,
through her, control over the entire
Netherlands Empire--was thwarted by
Her Majesty's decision.
In London, Queen Wilhelmina first
made her home at Buckingham Palace, but since has moved into her own
residence. The Netherlands Cabinet set
up offices in the four-story Stratton
House in Piccadilly. This building now
i the seat of the Netherlands Empire,
although various of the ministries have
offices of their own.

As the Government buckled down to
its task, it faced problems such as had
n ever beset the Netherlanders in nearly
four centuries of self-rule. Trade was
mangled, finances tangled. Wandering
through France, homeless, many penniless, were thousands of Netherlanders
who had left Holland as the Germans
clanked in. Awaiting orders in ports
throughout the world were ships of the
Netherlands merchant marine. Straggling into England were the men of the
outnumbered army. The Royal Navy
was largely intact and in British ports
anxious for assignments.
The job of the Netherlands Government
in London was: to aid the homeless; to
make the Netherlands Empire an effective ally of Britain on the economic side
and a potent fighting force on the military side so that the people in the homeland would some day again be free; to
make possible a resumption of Netherlands commercial life. All this it has
<lone, and continues to do.
Economic arrangements have been entered into with the British so that vital
materials, such as rubber, tin, oil, foods,
and medicines can be shipped from the
East Indies to England.
The Netherlands as well as the East
Indian guilder have been pegged to the
pound sterling so that international commerce may be resumed.

LONDON

Further precautions were taken in the
case of Netherlands assets. The Netherlands Government, in order to prevent
the Germans using Netherlands assets in
other countries, declared itself trustee
of all property belonging to Netherlanders residing in German-occupied countries.
H.M.

QUEEN WILHELMINA

" . . . What we must do is to realize
that the war reveals itself more and
more clearly as being essentially a war
between good and evil, a battle between
God and our conscience on the one side,
and the forces of darkness now in the
ascendant on the other side .•. What is
at stake in this war is the liberty of
those all the world over who wish to
work for the good of mankind, to do so
without being frustrated by the evildoers.
Those who think that the spiritual values
acquired through the ages can be destroyed with the sword must learn to
realize the idleness of such beliefs. They
must be made to understand that crude
violence cannot deprive a people of its
convictions • • •
" . . . Even though the enemy has occupied our native soil, the Netherlands
will carry on the war till the morrow
of a free and happy future dawns for us.
Our beloved flag flies proudly on the seas,
in the great Netherland in the East and
the West. Side by side with our allies,
our gallant men continue the struggle ...
I call on all my compatriots at home and
wherever they may be, however dark and
difficult the times may be, to keep faith
in the final victory of our cause, a cause
which is strong not only because it is
served by strength in battle, but also because of the profound belief that our
most sacred values are at stake."-Excerpts from the broadcast of Queen Wilhelmina inaugurating the official news
service of the Netherlands Government,
known as "Radio Oranje," July 28, 1940.

These Netherlanders cannot dispose of
their assets without the consent of the
Netherlands Government, and it is impossible for the German authorities to
force N eth erlanders living in Germanoccupied countries to withdraw their
funds from other countries. The Nether lands Government also published a decree which forbade all transfer of Netherlands securities without its consent.
This measure makes it impossible
for the Germans to sell Netherlands
securities on foreign markets. The
Netherlands East Indian companies and
the Netherlands companies now having
their seats in the West Indies will pay no
dividends to owners of shares who cannot prove that they either had had the
shares in their possession prior to May
1940 or had acqufred them after that
date with consent of the Netherlands
Government.
One of the first acts of the Government
after its establishment in London was
to send Jonkheer van Vredenburch to
France to investigate conditions of refugees and to make recommendations for
their aid. As a result of that trip, the
Government made available more than
5,000,000 francs for the care of the Hollanders in France. It has made it possible for many to find new homes in the
Overseas territories. Besides giving immediate assistance, the founding of new
homes in the Overseas territories is being actively pursued.
Fortunately, the greatest part of
the merchant marine, one of the world's
largest, was at sea or in neutral
ports at the invasion. The Government in
London was able, therefore, to call on
nearly 2,750,000 tons of shipping. One
hundred deep-sea vessels and 250 coastal
ships have been chartered to the English
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THE GOVERNMENT IN LONDON
Ministry of Shipping. Scores of trawlers
and fishing boats have been outfitted as
mine-sweepers and patrols. Much of the
shipping is employed in the vital task of
pouring supplies into England, both for
the Netherlanders and the British. The
remainder of the fleet is keeping the
East Indian trade intact. In this manner, the Netherlands Government in
London has successfully maintained the
Empire. In the field of radio communications, the British Broadcasting Corporation has made available its facilities
and part of its time to the official radio,
"Radio Oranje." Short-wave programs
regularly go out to the East and West
Indies and to the homeland.
The first Netherlands-language journal
ever published in London has made its
debut. It is the weekly "Vrij Nederland"
-Free Netherlands-and is circulated
not only in England, but all over the
world. The good wishes of the British
Government for the paper were shown by
an introduction to the first issue written by Prime Minister Winston Churchill.
The financial situation of the Netherlands Government is serious, but Netherlands foresight has prevented its being
critical. '.('he considerable store of gold
owned by the Government was sent
abroad prior to the invasion.
The war, however, has blasted a huge
hole in the ordinary revenues. Naturally,
it is now impossible to collect taxes
from the people in Holland. The Netherlands Government has recently published
its budget for the second half of 1940.
Expenditures show an amount of 96 million guilders which figure, through lack
of i·evenues, represents the expected deficit.
Of these 96 million guilders, more than
90 million will be u sed solely for military purposes. It may be noted here
that the budget of the Netherlands East
Indies Government is quite separate and
distinct. In pre-war days, the budget
of the Netherlands mostly showed revenues and expenditures of about 7 to 800
million guilders. In order to cut down
the deficit, the Government has taken an

The Netherlands Empire has the will and
means to fight for its freedom: (TOP)
A detail of the well-trained East Indian
army at drill.
(CENTER) Equipment for defense of the
Indies. Mines and shells in; never-ending
procession go up the line.

(BOTTOM) The modern cruiser "Sumatra," one of the powerful units of the
Netherlands fleet . The fleet came out
of the invasion practically intact and
part has since been assisting the British
navy and part guards the East I ndies.
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extraordinary step-one which shows
the faith it has in Netherlands loyalty.
It has called for the payment of a voluntary income tax. And the Government hopes that a top yield will be received, because all contributors can be
sure that all the money collected will go
to the cause of making Holland free
again.
That is the thought uppermost in the
minds of the Queen and Her Ministersa free, a liberated Holland. There was a
solemn dedication to that cause throughout the world on September 17th. Under the present constitution, that day,
the third Tuesday in September, has been
t he occasion for the opening of Parliament in The Hague for the past 92 years.
This year, on that day, the parliament
building in The Hague remained empty,
a mausoleum to liberty and democracy.
For there was no opening this year, no
celebration in honor of free rule.
Elsewhere, however-wherever Netherlanders we1·e--that day was proclaimed
"Independence Day of The Netherlands,"
and men, women, and children throughout the world toasted freedom-and
made a vow never to rest until that toast
could be shai·ed with their fellow countrymen and relatives in the Motherland.

* * *
ARLY in June, Crown Princess JuliE
ana left her mother and husband
in London and with her two daughters,

]

Beatrix and Irene, crossed the Atlantic
to Canada aboard a Netherlands cruiser.
She would have preferred to .remain in
London but it would have been playing
into Nazi hands for the entire ruling
family of t he Netherlands to be in the
bombing zone.
The Crown Princess has since lived
quietly in Ottawa with her children, with
the exception of her recent brief visit
to Washington as the guest of President
and Mrs. Roosevelt. En route back to
Canada, she stopped off in New York
City and while there held an informal
reception at Holland House in Rockefeller Center. And it was on leaving there

(TOP) The camera looks past a big gun;
of a Netherlands warshiv to catch other
units of the fleet in review.

(CENTER) The sleek lines of this Netherlcinds destroyer are indicative of the
speed and modernity of Netherlands menof-war.

(BOTTOM) A few units of the sizeable
N ethe1·lands sub?narine force nestle in
the shadow of a mother ship.

Page Eleven

that Juliana voiced the faith of Netherlanders throughout the world. At the
door she turned and bade her guests
good-bye in her own language.
"I'll see you all again," she cried, "in
Holland!"

* * *
VERY military resource of the Netherlands Empire is devoted to a single
objective-to aid in the defeat of the
Nazis and thus to attain the liberation
of Holland.

E

The chief weapon at the disposal of
the Government is in service 24 hours
every day. It is the navy. The Netherlands
Navy has fully lived up to the fame it
had won in centuries past under men like
Tromp and De Ruyter. While the invasion was in progress, the navy steamed
up Netherlands rivers, bombarded advancing columns of enemy troops and
in hand-to-hand fighting, the Royal Marines won from the Germans the name
"the black devils." And so efficient was
the navy at this time of crisis that it
even towed to British shipyards, from
under the very eyes of the enemy and
through enemy-strewn minefields, the
cruisers and submarines which were in
the process of construction in home ports.
The bulk of the navy continues, as in
the past, to be stationed in the East Indies, but other units supplement British
forces in the Channel, the North Sea,
and the grey wastes of the Atlantic.
Convoy duty, submarine patrol, and
submarine warfare are some of its duties.
Gunboats and torpedo boats also guard
estuaries and harbors. Trawlers have
been fitted out as mine-sweepers. Indeed, sections of the English coast are
being patrolled regularly by units of the
Netherlands Navy, operating, of course,
under the direction of the British Admiralty, but officered and manned by
Nether landers.
In addition to the considerable number
of naval craft, various units of the merchant marine have been armored and engage in the war completely on the military side.
In the evacuation of Dunkirk, Netherlands men-of-war and other craft played
their part and a recent and another inspiring chapter in Netherlands naval history came when the light cruiser van
Kinsbergen, hot in pursuit of the German freighter Rhein, attempting to escape the Carribean patrol and make its
way from Mexico to Germany, came upon
that vessel, boarded it and captured its
crew. Let the British Admiralty, as it
did in an official communique, tell the
story:

"The Royal Netherlands ship Van
Kinsbergen, Commander J. L. K. Howeke,
yesterday intercepted the German steamship Rhein, 6,031 tons, in West Indian
waters.

The Mad Shepherd: ''This Cannot Go On''
Page Twelve
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"The crew of the Rhein set their ship
on fire and attempted to scuttle her. This
was frustrated by the prompt and gal-

Mr s. Roosevelt versonally condiwts Crown Princess Juliana on a sight-seeing tour
of historio Mt. Vernon during the royal visitor's stay in Washington.

lant action of the boarding party from
the Van Kinsbergen.
"This incident in the Western Atlantic
illustrates the widespread and effective
cooperation being rendered to the Royal
(British) Navy by the Royal Netherlands
Navy."
The dark pages of naval tragedy also
lately recorded the loss of a Netherlands
submarine in the undersea war in the
Atlantic.

* * *

engagement. Yet, although their ship
was sinking, the crew battled to the end.
Though the Netherlands Royal Air
Force was virtually annihilated by the
might of the German aerial armada,
those pilots, who were able to make their
way to England, now are a part of the
British Royal Air Force.
A considerable air force has constantly been maintained in the Netherlands
East Indies and student pilots receive
training there before embarking for England for active service.

L ORIOUS in the annals of human
heroism is the story of the resistance
of the crew of the small coastal trader
"Groningen" to a German aerial attack.
Twelve enemy planes pounced on it.
Bombs churned the water around the vessel. Machine-gun bullets lashed its deck.
Instead of taking cover below, the crew
returned the fire. An enemy machine
fell. All except three of the attacking
planes then flew off, but even those three,
after a bit, turned tail at the hot fire
from the "Groningen." Several of the
crew were wounded, one was killed, and
the Captain's leg nenrly severed in the

In the meantime, the Netherlands Legion has been formed and is in the process of training in England. In addition, another legion is in process of
formation in Canada. The Netherlands
legion is outfitted with British uniforms,
but the uniform, identified by the word
Netherlands, is crowned by an orange
lion on the sleeves. Infantrymen have
been taught the British system of defense, so that whatever occurs, they will
be prepared to play their part. Already
the Legion has units patrolling part of
the English coast, while others are assigned to the protection of airfields.

G
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TERRITORIES

"A people which has vitality and
strong will cannot be subjugated
merely by force of arms ... Our
national pulse beats stronger,
more determined than before. As
a united people we enidure this
trial" ... Queen Wilhelmina.

These export revenues are being used
for the purchase of armament for the
Netherlands Indian Army and Air Force,
as well as for those units of the Netherlands Navy stationed in Indian waters.
The world had a striking revelation
of the extent of the Indies war effort
when the Pan American Airways System
established its "clipper service" to Australia and a distinguished party of American journalists continued their flight to
Batavia on the invitation of the Governor General.
The party consisted of: Roy W. Howard, of New York City, President of the
Scripps-Howard n ewspaper ; Peter Edson, of Cleveland, Editor of the Newspaper Enterprise Association; Jack
Walsh, of Kalamazoo, Michigan, for the
Associated Press ; James Bassett, of Los
Angeles, for the Associated Press;
Stephen Richards of Detroit, for the
United Press; W. W. Chaplin, of New
York City, for the International News
Service; Michael Forstadt of New York
City, for King Features Syndicate; Royal Arch Gunnison of San Francisco for
the North American Newspaper Alliance;
Ward Morehouse of New York City, for
the Associated Newspaper Syndicate;
Ansel Talbert of New York City, for the
N ew York Herald Tribune; Harold Callender, of New York City, for the New
York Times.
These men reported particularly on
the splendid loyalty of all elements of
the population; they were impressed by
the fact that a people, 10,000 miles away
from the tragedy of the homeland, were
so fervent in their determination to do
everything within their power to help to
win the war. This was particularly true
of the native population. Everywhere
were seen life -sized pictures of both
Queen Wilhelmina and Winston Churchill
and everywhere buttons, reading "Remember Rotterdam" and "The Netherlands shall rise again," were worn.

MMEDIATELY after the German in-

of Holland, the Governor GenIeralvasion
of the East Indies declared that a

____
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state of war existed between the East
Indies and Germany, and at that moment
all of the resources of what has come
to be known as one of the wealthiest portions of the globe were devoted to the
war effort of the Nether lands and its
Ally, Great Britain, against Germany,
the common enemy.
Exports of vital commodities, such as
oil, rubber and tin, which in times of
peace approximated $500,000,000 yearly
in value, now became part of the war
effort.
Far from the scene of the European
conflict, the Netherlands East Indies under the leadership of its Governor General, Jonkheer Tjarda van Starkenbor.ch
Stachouwer, immediately realized that its
primary role was economic.
The Indian guilder which has always
been distinct from the Netherlands guilder, was at once pegged to the English
pound sterling as well as the Netherlands guilder; so, too, were the currencies
of Surinam and Curacao.
This move expedited British trade with
the Indies to a marked degree, permitting
the acceptance of pound sterling currency and eliminating, so far as the British are concerned, the payment in gold
or in dollars for overseas commodities.
This move, taken on the initiative of
The Netherlands Government, is today
perhaps the greatest single contribution
to the allied war cause, for it bolstered
the British world financial position
by adding thereto the power and strength
of the wealth of the Indies.
· In order to protect their guilder currency, the three overseas parts of the
Netherlands Empire had to introduce
valuta regulations and also exchange restrictions, which never before had existed in those countries. It was, however,
important to get supervision of all gold
and foreign currencies, especially United
States dollar reserves. Furthermore,
t he Java Bank, "Central Bank of
The Netherlands East Indies," had to
supervise the revenues from the exports.

(TOP) Scenes like this make Java richly
deserve the name of Paradise.
(BOTTOM) Even here in the far-flung
East Indies, Arnerican industry has a
place: Genernl Motors plant in harbor
of Batavia.
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SUMATRA

Second largest part of the Netherlands East Indies (only Borneo is greater in
area), Siimatra, too, has scenes of equatorial beauty.
Rice, the stavle food of the Ecist, is cultivatecl extensively in Swnw,lra cis
the camera shows in this vanorama view of these fields where land and water rneet .

(TOP)

(BELOW) Though faced with s01ne of the most difficult tovogravhy in the world,
Netherlands engineers have linked the cities of the East Indies with roads ancl
railways by bridges such as these constructed in Sumatra.

* * *

HE American journalists also reported extensive preparations throughout the archipelago for any eventualities.
The coasts of Java, Borneo and
Sumatra bristled with barbed wire entanglements, hidden machine-gun nests
and were extensively mined. From Sourabaya their cable and radio news dispatches told of tremendous construction
in progress for a new naval base for
capital ships. Soldiers in uniform were
seen everywhere. New airfields were in
the course of preparation. Air raid shelters had either already been built, or
were in the process of building in the
principal cities.
Business, too, had taken a hand. More
than fiv e million dollars had been raised
by business men alone for the establishm ent of forces of Civic Guards in the
im~ortant cities.
Netherlands cruise1·s, destroyers and
submarines were seen. Huge long-range
naval bombing planes of the most mod-

Page Fifteen

•

READY FOR
ern type took off from known and hidden
sea bases on constant patrol duty.
Even civilians took part in the military
preparations. After business hours, office workers voluntarily responded for
drill and to receive the rudiments of a
military education.
The American newspapermen saw a
number of former United States Naval
Reserve fliers, engaged by the East Indian Government as instructors, teaching
the intricacies of aerial adroitness to
fledgeling Netherlanders. As rapidly as
these youngsters complete their training,
those who are not needed for East Indies
duties proceed to England for service
with the British Royal Air Force.
In addition to the enthusiastic impressions cabled to the world at large by the
American journalists, other agencies
have recently spread the inspiring story
of the Indies. A number of motion picture films, notably the "March of Time,"
gave vivid portrayals of the earnestness
of the Indies and its people to carry on
for Queen and Country.
The people of the Netherlands East Indies await the future with calmness, con.
fident in their knowledge that whatever
develops their actions will be guided by
the laws of right and morality. Should
they be attacked, they WILL FIGHT.

* * *
HE very first move of the territorial
Governments in the fulfilment of
their duty, both to themselves as self-governing states, and to the Empire, came
early in the morning of May 10th, only a
few moments after Germany, without a
declaration of war, sent its armed hordes
into the Motherland . All German nationals and the few suspected other persons were arrested and put in internment
camps.
The Netherlands East Indian Government had to take these measures because
of the danger of fifth columnists. The
interned people have been well treated,
and given good food and plenty of opportunity for physical exercise and diversion. So excellent has been the care
given them that in a number of instances
the attending physicians have reported
an actual improvement in the health of
various internees.
This may especially be stressed because
the Germans have arrested several thousand prominent Netherlanders as retalia-

T

In vigilance lies safety: (TOP) Planes of
the East Indian air force O'l1J patrol.
(CENTER) The latest improved bombing
plcmes, including American-made types,
are kept ready for instant duty.

(BOTTOM) A military airport somewhiire
in the East Indies with part of the air
fleet drciwn up for inspection.
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tion for the internment of German nationals in the Indies.
Through the intermediation of the
Swiss and Swedish Legations, there have
been negotiations for the release of these
internees, though it is clear, however,
that the German government not only
wants its internees in the Indies released
in order that they may return to Germany, but also that those who desire
might remain in the Indies in their former jobs! That this, of course, would
enable them again to take up fifth column activities, need hardly be stated.
What happened and is happening in
the East Indies is the story, too, of the
high enthusiasm and devotion to the common cause, in both the Netherlands West
Indies and in Surinam (Netherlands
Guiana).
There was immediate mobilization of
armed forces in Curacao because of the
existence of vast oil reserves and refineries. Netherlands marines were augmented by British marines, who came to
the island at the invitation of the Netherlands Government. Their presence was
deemed necessary because at that moment there were rumors of a German
plot to undertake a landing.
P rompt measures also were taken to
round up and intern German nationals.
Here, too, as has been the case in the
East Indies, the Nazi government protested loudly and took reprisals against
prominent Hollanders in the homeland.
But again, when representatives
of the International Red Cross investigated conditions in the internee camp
located upon the island of Bonaire, their
report paid tribute to the humane conditions put into effect by the West Indies
authorities.
And so Holland carries on! Netherlanders in all walks of life--soldiers, airmen, sailors and civilians-all are doing
their utmost to do their bit. They vie
among themselves as to who will give the
most and do the most for the cause of
the resurrection of the Mother Country.
They stand united behind their Queen
and their Government, a Queen and Government under constant threat of death
from the skies over London. They know
that Queen and Government represent
the unity of an historic empire which,
through its continued service in the
cause of civilization, has proved its right
of existence. God bless the Queen! God
bless the House of Orange!

The coasts of the East Indies are well
guarded: (TOP) Ships patrol off-shore;
a giant searchlight, one of the many
whose unwinking eye keeps watch for
possible enemies.
(CENTER) Tropical growth provides a
natural carnouflage for field guns which
ring East Indian coasts.
(BOTTOM) The business-like snout of a
long-range cannon pokes from its hiding
71lace in Nature's greenery.
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THE FUTURE
'' ... German ideologists, with their strange
ways of abstruse reasoning, may think
that the Low Countries can be coaxed or
driven into accepting a place of dependence
in the Third Reich. They are wrong, as
they have always been wrong because,
although they may understand German ways
of thinking, they do not understand human nature. A nation which, for centuries,
has been used to free institutions never loses
the taste of them- not in one, not in two, not
in three generations. And so long as the true
history of the Netherlands is whispered from
ear to ear lest the Gestapo should hear it, the
foundations are there on which, one glorious
day, the independent State of the Netherlands
will once again take its place among the free
nations of the world. That no tyrant, no usurper, can prevent.
"The Germans can try to cajole the people
of the Netherlands, or they can try to terrorize them. They can starve them to the extent
that they starve their own civilians the
better to feed their military forces 1 or they
can starve them more severely. They can
treat the people of Holland, who have never
done them any harm, in a decent manner, or
they can resort to brutality and plunder. But,
whatever they do, they cannot convince their
victims that it was not Germany who attacked
them in their sleep; that it is not Germany
who, in that country where good food was
plentiful, causes them to be ill-fed; that

it is not Germany's fault when the heart
of the young mother is wrung with despair,
seeing that her baby is deprived of proper
nourishment and clothing; that Germany is
not to blame when trade languishes, when
the country's resources are rapidly dwindling, when poverty and misery begin to
stare around every corner in that country
which, left alone, was happy and prosperous; when there is nothing to be bought
in the shops because Germans have laid hands
on everything since the first moment of the
occupation; when there is nothing but gloom,
and suspicion, and ill-concealed hatred, and
the ruins of Rotterdam, raising their gaping
wounds to heaven. But no- there is something else. There is the keen sense that the
Netherlands must become a free country
again. Its people cannot be permanently enslaved, they will not be stifled, they cannot
breathe in that sullen, oppressive atmosphere.
As soon as the chance comes the people of the
Netherlands will free themselves, just as they
freed themselves in the days of Spanish tyranIlY, or when, in 1672, all Europe seemed to turn
against them; or after Napoleon's star had
fallen. Against them, all despots have played
a losing game. That they know. Never was
the country's history a more abundant source
of inspiration, a more treasured possession, a
richer fund of comfort and strength.
"Holland bides its hour: sooner or later, it
knows that hour will strike."

(Excerpts from "Jugg ernaut over Holland" by E. N.
Van Kleffens, Foreign Minister of the N etherlands.)

"Our forefathers planted our Flag from Nova Zembla to Capetown, from
New Amsterdam to New Zealand. Our duty _is to defend that heritage."
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