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GERMAN MINORITIES AS A WEAPON OF
GERMAN POLICY
Introduction by Proj. A. Pragier

/

"Heste gehort uns Deutschland
und Morgen die gauze Welt."
(Deutsches Lied, J933)
("To-day· Germany is ours, to-morrow
the whole world will be")
(German Song, 1933)

OUTSIDE Germany and Austria proper there are about 20 million
Germans in the world. Their greatest concentrations are to be
found in eastern and south-eastern Europe, as well as in America.
· When the Drang nach Osten of the German population ceased about
the middle of the nineteenth century, the political tendency towards
eastward expansion remained, but the main flow of emigration was
turned westward, to the United States. In the 1809-1929 period at
least six million Germans settled in the United States. German
experts estimate the number of inhabitants of the United States
who still speak Getman at three million. According to the German
national doctrine, however, there are in the United States eight
million. persons of -German descent, called upon to serve the
interests of the German State.
German scholars have been studying the problem of Germans
abroad since the end of the eighteenth century. The names of men
like Jaoob Grimm, Ernst Moritz Arndt, Ludwig Uhland, Friedrich
Christoph, Dahlmann or Wilhelm Stricker recall not only the
investigation of the German settlements in the world, but also
endeavours to make political use of the Germans living abroad.
After the first world war the problem of Germans living in
foreign countries became something of a separate science, which
was taught at German universities. Some German universities not
only had special lectures on the subject of Germans abroad, but
also formed committees of faculties and professors for the purpose
of promoting the study of that subject. The parliament of Prussia
decided on November 13, 1925, that the subject was sufficiently
important to warrant vast financial support, and large credits were
granted, in view of the political significance of the problem. The
parliaments of Wurtemberg and Hesse followed the example of the
Prussian parliament. Besides the universities, two autonomous
institutions devoted their efforts to the development of the German
forces abroad. They were the Deutsches Auslandsinstitut of
Stuttgart, founded in 1917, and the Institutfiir Auslandkunde, Grenz- ·
und Auslanddeutschtum in Leipzig, founded in 1914. The tendencies of the German science dealing with Germans resident
abroad, which were well formed long before the appearance of the
National-Socialist movement, are best expressed· in the officially
accepted terms of that science.
The Germans living outside Germany are divided into five
distinct groups. The first group comprises those who live in territories separate<;l from the Reich against their will. Such territories
~

included, for instance, Austria and Danzig. Such a definition, of
course, carries an Anschluss as its logical conclusion.
The second group is that of Binnendeutsche ; that is, Ge1mans
living, by free consent, in independent countries contiguous to
Germany. The German professors include in this group the
German-speaking inhabitants of Switzerland, Lichtenstein and
Luxemburg.
The third group, Grenzdeutsche. inc~udes Germans living in
compact se~tlements in close proximity to Germany proper, but on
foreign territory.
The fourth group, known as Insel-und Streudeutsche includes
Germans living either in compact settlements or scattered in foreign
countries outside Central Europe.
.. The fifth group is that of the Germans outside Europe-the
Uberseedeutsche.
All the classes of Germans abroad have their duties assigned to
them by the science dealing with their political exploitation. They
have to 11?-aintain their national individuality, keep in permanent
contact with-the mother country and serve its interests.
. 'fl:e Germans abroad are to be an extension of Germany herself.
F1d.e~1ty to t~~ German State, as the highest expression of the
polit1~1. amb1~1_ons of the German nation, takes precedence btfore
loyal c1t1zenship of the country ofresidence.
This principle was recognized by the Germans for 150 years but
it found a particularly striking illustration when German citi~ns
of P~land, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Roumania, Jugoslavia,
Ame~1ca, etc., .were called upon to swear an oath of loyalty and
obedience to Hitler as the leader of the Reich and the German nation.
. Natiopal-Socialism gave a final form to all the aspirations and
ideas which ~eljlarded t~e word Grossdeutschland not as a mystical
slogan of. spmtual umty but as the practical description of a
q-ermany mcorporating all the territories with any German minorities whatever. Such were the views of Ludo Moritz Hartmann
and of all the authors who always included Grossdeutschland in the ·
titles of their works: Johannes Hohlfeld, Max Hildebert Boehm,
Herbert Dankworth, Hugo Grothe, H. Graner, Heinz v. Paller,
Rudolf Henle, Peter Kmanda, Felix Behrend, Willy Andreas,
Ottomar Schuchardt and-the most grasping of all-Karl Haushofer
as well as the scientifically logical Carl Schmitt.
'
The danger of disruption of all the countries with German
minorities was due not only to the precedence of allegiance to
Germany over any other. The theoreticians of the science of the •
German .Volks~um tried to prove that not only all the lands with
German inhabitants, however few, but also lands which belonged
to the sphere of German cultural influence at any time in history
should belong by right to the Reich. In 1926 the professor of
geography, Albrecht Penck, published in Leipzig a book entitled
Der deutsche Volks-und Kulturboden. The writer was an old man
at the time (he was born in 1858) but he supported a theory which
6

the Nazis later presented as their own revolutionary idea. Penck,
followed by M . H. Boehm, described as deutscher Kulturboden all
the parts of the world which felt the influence of German culture, of
the work of Ger.man scholars and of German pioneers. He
declared that the German nation has a right to all such territories.
German "science" introduced also the term Kulturdeutsche,
which is defined by Grothe in the following words :
"All those who use, besides their native language, the
German language, or who attend German schools, are Germans
by culture, even if they belong fo another race or language
group. They ~re 'thus giving expression to their desire of
joining the German nation." (Handworterbuch des Grenz-und
Auslanddeutschtums.)
The German imperialist ambitions found much. inspiration in
such "scientific" terms and theories. Germans living abroad,
especially in various countries of eastern and south-eastern Europe,
were encouraged to regard as "German" what never had any connection with Germany at all. German learning assisted such
tendencies as those expressed by F. von Bernhardi in one of his
books:
"We have recognized in ourselves, in us Germans, a factor as
powerful as it is necessary for the development of all humanity.
Our knowledge of this fact imposes on us the.obligation to assert
our intellectual and moral influence as far as possible, and to
open out all over the world a free road to German labour and
German idealism. But we can fulfil these higher tasks of civilization only if om civilizing work is carried on and sustained by
increasing political power, a power which must find its expression
in an enlargement of our colonial domain, the extension of
foreign commerce, the greatest possible diffusion of Germanism
in all the regions of the earth, and, most of all, in the complete ,,consolidation of our :power in Europe." (Vom heutigen
Kriege, 1912.)
At first the interest in Germans abroad and in "Germanity"
found expression mainly in numerous publications, going far ahead
• of the actual work done by the Germans in foreign countries.
But this state of things prevailed only until 1933. Scores of
associations were dealing with the problem of organizing the
Germans abroad. The principal of them was the Vereili fur das
Deutschtum im Auslande, founded in Constanz in 1908 and based
on the tradition of the German and Austrian Deutscher Schulverein.
The religious life of the Germans abroad was-and still is-under
the care of the protestant Deutsch-evangelisch im Ausland organization, founded in 1919 in Leipzig, and of the Catholic Reichsverband
fur die katholischen Auslanddeutschen, active since October 1918.
When the National-Socialists came to power all these bodies were
7

atuomaticaily amaigamated under central control. 'The documents,
data, propaganda instructions and identity files of all the German
organizations in the world are concentrated in the Deutsches
Auslandinstitut of Stuttgart. In August 1937 and June 1938, at the
annual meetings of that institute, two basic questions were debated :
(1) The ideological Gleichschaltung of Germans living abroad ;
(2) The ideological uniformity and news efficiency of the
German minority propaganda in various countries.
The speakers openly stressed the importance of approaching
major events of German foreign policy.
The Berlin offices of the Volksbund fur das Deutschtum im
Ausland are the headquarters of the German organizations abroad.
The chief of the association is General Karl Haushofer. Whenever
full amalgamation was not possible for tactical reasons, steps have
been taken to ensure full control of the "independent" German
organizations abroad. The Nazis secured control even over the
Catholic organization of Germans abroad. In- accordance with a
papal instruction of 1928 the bishop of Osnabruck is also the
guardian of the religious interests of German catholics in the east
and south-east of Europe. The present bishop of Osnabruck is
Dr. Wilhelm Berning, one of the members of the German clergy to
collaborate to the fullest extent with the National-Socialists and
the present government of Germany. The ecclesiastical seminary
of Osnabrock trains priests for German Qttholics abroad-naturally
Ill accordance with the precepts of Nazism and its minority doctrine.
The control over the associations of Germans who are citizens
of foreign countries is in the hands of the Auslandprganisation der
National Sozialistischen Deutschen Arbeiter Partei, which is run by
members of the party, German subjects resident in various European
and overseas countries. It is directed by Ernest Wilhelm Bohle
(born in Bradford, in England), who holds the rank of Gauleiter.
The fact that he is also, an under-secretary of State at the German
Foreign Office testifies to the close connection between the German
minority policy and foreign policy proper.
The "Fifth Column" is not an invention of anti-Gern1an
propaganda, but a weapon deliberately used by Hitler and NationalSocialism in their efforts of world conquest. Bohle stressed it in
his speech at the Congress of the Auslandorganisation der N.S.D.A.P
in Hamburg, in April 1941:
"The winning over of the Germans living abroad to the
revolution resulted in an increased activity of the members of
the German minorities, who acquired the proud consciousness of
belonging to a National-Socialist Germany. Attempts have
been made to describe these efforts as subversive 'fifth column'
work. The persecution of the Germans living abroad and of the
Auslandorganisation der N.S.D.A.P. is the result of the same
activities as those directed against the creation of a strong and
united Reich. (Voe/kischer Beobachter, April 10, 1941.)
8

Bohle looks upon the organizati<?n of the Germans abroad as
one of the foundations of German influence. In that respect .he
is quite right. Until Hitler's ascent to power, th~ G~rman doctr!De
f minorities was more advanced than orgarnzatlonal practice.
~Jter 1933, however, the Nazis ca~ried ou_t all _the boldest plans of
the former theoreticians, surpassmg their w1ldes~ · dreams. The
Germans abroad were given a dose of ~trong stunulant. Th_ey
became a conscious outpost of Germarusm. I°: some countnes
they disrupted the organization of the State m op~n warfare
(Czechoslovakia, Poland, Jugoslavia); ~ ot~ers, actmg unde_r
orders from Berlin, they I?erely p~act1sed mternal blackmail
(Slovakia, Hungary, Roumama, Croatia.) .
. .
.
The Third Reich claimed auton<_Jmy of orgi:mzat1on for its
minorities in .foreign countries. The conception of c~tural
autonomy for national minorities was not a purely G~rma? my~n
f
The first country to grant cultural autonomy to its mmont1es
(~~;mans, Russians and Swedes) was Estonia. The law of !eh. 12 1925 dealing with "The cultural autonomy of national
~~riti~s" wa~ promulgated in accordance with article~ 2, 3, 12, 20
and 21 of the Estonian constitution of 1920. The Nazis, however,
claimed for their minorities a full political _autonomy. They expect
the countries in which such Germans re~1de to ~elease theI? _from
many of the obligations of citizenship, while grantmg them pnyil~ges
placing them at an advli;ntage over the people of the 12rmc1pal
nationality of the country itself.
. .
.
Poland was the first and only cou_nt~y to reject such claims.
German propaganda replied by procla1mmg to the world that the
territory of Poland belongs to the German Kulturraum and should
therefore be annexed by the Reich. As to the Pol~s themselves,
they were described as Kulturdeutsch, and the population <:Jf western
Poland was gratuitously adopted by the German nat:on. 'J?le
invasion of Poland permitted the Germans to apply their theones
to the Poles in practice and to endeavour to 11;.1ake Poland a German
Sied/ungsraum.
h G
Roumania gave way to the Ge_rman demands. T e er~a~
minority in Roumania was recogmzed a~ a sepa~ate legal entity.
The control over the Germans in Roumama pass~d mto the hands of
the Nazi ·party in Roumania. The Ro1:1ffiaman .Ge!ffians were
organized in the same way as the Germans m the Reich itself.. They
have their own armed militia, they do not haye to serve m the
Roumanian army, they have their own schools, mde~e~dent of the
Roumanian government. They are, ib fact, a State w1thm the State.
The German minority policy in the east and south-east of Europe
deserves close attention. It achieved a part of the progra~me
which has been worked out by German ~cholars i:nd wnters
in the last 150 years. The practical execution of this plan was
started only about ten years ago. The mastery of Europe a~d
the political rule of the world with the help pf the G~r!D-ans m
foreign countries are the next stages of the plan. The Bntish-bom
9

Gauleiter Bah.le must be greatly worried by the absence of a docil
German minority in Great Britain. Nevertheless, German pub!
cations speak of Great Britain as.a part of the German Kulturraun
The encyclopaedia of Grothe, which is a kind of Bible of the Germar
abroad, mentions "the help of the Hanseatic League in the develoi:
ment of British trade" and the "German religious influence i
England", before going on to say:
"Space does not allow us to give a fuller account of the vita
contribution to British political, spiritual and economic lifi
made by German soldiers, scholars, theologians, lawyers
physicians, statesmen, businessmen and industrialists. In th{
beginning of the nineteenth century German music began it~
triumphant march into England."
Such observations are by no means uncommon in German
literature. Germany has also very definite designs on the United
States. They are still considered to have practical possibilities of
realization. The Berlin Studiumfremder Lander, under the direction
of Prof. Dr. Friedrich Schoenemann, late of Harvard University,
trains 600 young Germans fitted to take up "administra&ive duties"
in what is at present the United States of America.

CZECHOSLOVAK.IA

By G. Barsky
Introduction
THE German-speaking minority in the Czechoslovakian Republic,
the recently so-called Sudeten Germans, must occupy a special place
in any discussion of the role played by the various German-speaking
minorities in Central and Eastern Europe, as the instruments of
pan-German imperialist policy, and, in our own day, as a powerful
Fifth Column for Adolf Hitler and his armies.
In Poland, Roumania, Hungary and Yugoslavia the so-called
"awakening of the German people", or, in other words, their
political organization in so-called "German Folk-Groups" as
special instruments of pan-German foreign policy, was of comparatively recent date. In fact in the majority of cases it was 1918 and
later before these minorities were jockeyed into their role. Usually
it was quite a new one for them, and the "movements" thus created
were provided with the requisite "ideology" ready made by the
foreign political experts of the Wilhelmstrasse, who also guided
them in the interests of Germany's foreign policy. The situation in
Czechoslovakia, on the other hand, was quite different. There we
find the Sudeten-German group as a political movement sui generis,
having its own traditions and cherishing its own special aims.
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