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SOME VILLAGES in southern France have lost fifty to seventy percent of
their populations in the past thirty years. The attraction of cities, loss of manpower in the last war, lessening returns of agriculture and lack of adaptation to
changing times are the principal reasons for this decline.
---- - - ---- -- ----------

I

The rehabilitation of these villages and the resettlement there of French and
refugee families has been a concern of the American Friends Service Committee.
Two such resettlement projects are already underway in the towns of Penne and
Puycelci in the department of the Tarn. The Unitarian Service Committee has
joined in this work in Puycelci and has contributed generously to the project.
As a Quaker representative writes from France, there is hope and new life in
this program of home building. He continues:
"So much of Quaker work is, of necessity, palliative. Children are dangerously undernourished; internees in barren camps are cold and ill. A little can be
done to make some less hungry, less cold. Much can be done to show that people
still care for those who suffer regardless of race or nationality. It is only right that
the greater part of relief service should go to alleviate this suffering. Slowing down
death is necessary but giving life is better. By the reconstruction and rehabilitation
of some of southern France's abandoned villages we have the enviable chance of
giving new life and happiness to a few."
Among the French and foreign refugees in unoccupied F ranee are engineers,
skilled artisans, technicians and farmers-men with skills for work if opportunities
can only be found for them. Care in the selection of families, wise choice of community industries for self-help, assistance over the early period of settlement, enlistment of official and community cooperation-these kindle th
of~
re-~
-e-r---T-interest in constructive living.
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PUYCELCI
GOVERNMENT and private funds have been

mentary food to tide the new settlers over the

utilized to restore the 12th century walled

difficult months until subsistence gardens cou

town of Puycelci and to settle there some seventy-

sown.

five refugees from Alsace and Lorraine.

In all

produced enough foodstuffs to enable the Cot

there are seventeen families with twenty-six children

tee to reduce the supplementary rations, alth

under fifteen years of age.

extra supplies continue to be available for chi!

There are in addition

By August these vegetable gardens

some thirty-four young Lorrainers, who constitute
a volunteer work company of the Compagnons de
F ranee.

To date one birth and one marriage have

been registered.
In December 1940 the official population of
this village was 823 although actually only 92
persons lived in the village proper.
250 houses were deserted.

Most of the

Of these about 20

percent were partly furnished and habitable, 3 5
percent susceptible of being repaired without great
expense, and the rest more or less irreparably in
rums.

An appreciable amount of building stone

was available, but lumber, roofing tiles, cement,
etc., were needed.

The woodworking industries

which had formerly supported the village had completely disappeared.

Lorraine Settlers
After conferences with the Prefect of the
Department of the Tam, plans were made for
resettling several Lorraine families
makers.

of cabinet-

The Unitarian Service Committee joined

the council and contributed funds to provide all the
electrical equipment for the central workshop
where furniture is now being made.

The French

Government in addition to continuing the usual
refugee allocations to the families provided such
household effects as stoves, cooking utensils, mattresses and blankets and advanced funds for house
repairs.

The Service Committee provided supple-

Mons:

1

Working members of the community receive

prov1s10ns to the newcomers, the Service Commit-

a salary of five francs an hour which is in addition

tee helped a former vegetable merchant from

to the refugee allocation for non-working members

Lorraine to set up a store where the whole village

during this early period.

can buy at normal prices.

This government sup-

This has caused other

port is expected to continue until the volume of

local merchants to improve their service and prices

sales from the workshop is sufficient to render the

for the benefit of the village.

project self-supporting.

erative, the next step, is now in the process of

A consumers' coop-

formation.
Since the village was poorly organized for
supplying fresh vegetables and distributing other

Social Services
A Social Service has been organized under
the supervision of a local physician and a nurse
provided by the Committee. This service is giving
information on foods and diet, medical examinations to the children, providing a course m gymnastics and arranging weekly excursions for the
children.
Management of the ~orksh~s rests tern orarily with the official and private committees which
have initiated the project.

It is hoped that shortly

a guild can be formed of the member artisans to
assume the full direction of woodworking shops.

Costs of Service
Summarizing the experiences of those concerned with Puycelci, the report from France
continues:
" The support given by the American Friends
Service Committee to date has been in the form of
supplementary food, clothing and personnel totaling some 360,000 francs. The Unitarian Service
Committee has contributed 150,000 francs for
tools

and machinery. Allocations of the govern-

mental Service aux Refugies have amounted to
are skilled basket weavers.

420,000 francs. This last sum would have been

advanced in any event to these refugees regardless

that the benefit of this reconstruction does n

of their place of residence.

accrue to some previously indifferent private owni
"As additional funds become available, mo

"It is quite possible that if m the future the

property can be bought, other houses repaired

reconstruction of more houses is contemplated

rebuilt and a larger number of worthy refug,

financial aid may be asked from the Service du

families moved in. It is evident, therefore, wh

Genie Rural. The French State is quite willing to

a valuable service contributions can perform

assist in the expense of repairing and rebuilding

releasing larger funds in France for the creati1

additional houses if it can be satisfactorily shown

relief and rehabilitation of these uprooted families

+

The traditional
religious festival
which had not been
celebrated
for seven years
was re.established
this year with
new and old
residents
participating.
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This bulletin continues the story of village rehabilitation described in
Bitlletin No. 41 and describes the second resettlement program.

PENNE
- - - - - - - - - - - ---In the Department of the Tam, some sixty-

inhabitants.

By 1940 its population had shrunk to

five kilometers from the city of Toulouse, there is

926. The average age of the inhabitants was over

a clearing in the forest of "La Gresigne" where the

70 and only two children played in the streets.

road comes out at the edge of the plateau. From
this vantage point the view down into the broad
valley cut by the Aveyron river is magnificent. In
the distance the ruins of an old chateau crown the
summit of a high rock jutting up precipitously
from the river valley floor.

The little village of

"Penne du Tarn" clings to the slopes of this rocky
promontory around the base of the castle.

Surrounded as it is by forests of oak, chestnut,
walnut, beech and poplar and with a large acreage
of good farmland, the village seemed ideal for resettlement.

Young families who would work with

imagination and enthusiasm, new capital for machinery and raw material, promised to bring to a
dying village new impetus for community life. The
conditions of a generation ago which isolated vil-

Penne is a medieval village dating back to the

lages no longer prevail, improved roads and radio

eleventh century and dominated by an ancient

bringing small communities into the main currents

feudal chateau perched on the summit of a rock

of national life.

rising some 800 feet above the Aveyron river
valley. The village clings to the slopes of this rock,
its uppermost houses, semi-demolished, running up

Skilled Workmen

close to the ruins of the castle. Thirty years ago

Recently a group of nine Spanish refugee

Penne was a fairly important township of 2,860

families were moved into some of the abandoned

houses of this village.

The Service Committee se-

lected a designer of resourcefulness and artistic
ability, a former radio journalist, an engineer, and a
group of skilled masons and carpenters to form the
nucleus of this new village. Since wood was one of
the few readily available raw materials, a shop for
the manufacture of toys was chosen as an appropriate industry.

The selection of both project and

men turned out to be a happy one for now the
"Toys of Penne" show promise of becoming wellknown throughout the south of France.

A month after the first families had moved in,
the men, working with new enthusiasm, had already
lowered the basement level of an old barn which
was chosen to serve as shop, reinforced and cemented the wall and installed woodworking machinery.

Although the electric current was turned on

the 23rd of October, the "atelier" could not be
ready to begin producing toys for another week or
two.

This left but a scant month and a half in

which to fill some of the Christmas orders in hand ;
but designs were already agreed upon and all hands
were willing and ready to go to work.

The project

should have got under way in May, 1941, but there
were inevitable delays .

As it is, home repair was

postponed until the slack period after Christmas,

1941, and the little Spanish colony is working
feverishly to "put Penne on the map" as a production center of toys for children.

Good Farmland
Penne fortunately has much better agricultural possibilities than Puycelci.

Principal squa r e of Penne with interesting old

Two farmers and

their families were selected as part of the first contingent of settlers.

Soon after their arrival five

acres of good farm land were offered rent-free for
two years.

Other generous offers followed, but it

was felt advisable to accept only that land which the

proprietor was willing to have cultivated as veg
table garden for at least five years.

After tr

The inhabitants of the village have welcomed
the newcomers and have cooperated in helping
them settle.

Chickens, vegetables and even a lay-

ette for the town's first new baby have been generously given.

The advent of new residents has

stimulated many of the older inhabitants to the
point that they are recultivating fields which they
had long left fallow.
Writing from Penne, a Quaker correspondent
gives a picture of Christmas celebration in this little
village:
"I must tell you a little about the new settlers
at Penne.

They are all Spaniards, some are engi-

neers, one a radio specialist, two peasants, one
joiner, etc., and they are working together as one
team, completely devoted and completely loyal, and
working like galley slaves.

They could only start

real work about five weeks ago and had three thousand toys ready for Christmas and are finishing the
ext1:housarrd--rorrrorrow for-distribution

by-oTd-er

of Mary Elmes-at Rivesaltes to the interned children there on the 6th, the Feast of the Three
Magi. I spent Christmas day with them, and it was
beautiful.

For the first time for five years for some

of them they spent a Christmas und er their own
roof and with a right to be there and with a prospect of earning their own living.

They are already

accepted in the village by the old inhabitants to
such an extent that they had been asked by the
mayor to organize a Christmas tree for the whole
village, a thing that had not been done there for
years and years.

It was lovely.

They had even

made toys for all the French children invited from
!lround.

Henry Harvey, one of the American delegates, is

i nt.

four other villages.
turned up.

The whole commune had

Afterwards they had a tree for them-

selves and us.

After a while they began to sing, so

beautifully that we all cried.

Then they danced the

sarabande and I was sure the floor would fall in.

I

spring it is felt that the supply of vegetables will be

cannot tell you the joy it is to make some people

adequate for the present settlers.

really happy, instead of just making them a little

less unhappy.

That little village will thrive for

these people have great generosity."

weeks and months and will n,eed continuing responsibility on the part of all cooperating groups to
insure their final success.

* * *

It is hoped that some of

the funds invested in these villages can be repaid so
that more families may be settled, new life brought

Such projects as those described in the fore-

to other villages.

The Committee is at the present

going pages have presented difficulties in organiza-

time engaged in preliminary arrangements for the

tion, delays which have stretched from days into

resettlement of a third village.

New r esidents renovating th e barn which now serves as factory for the "Toys of Penne."

