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Once more, I have the pleasure of greeting the
Americans of Paris, and once more I have the p r i v i lege of speaking to our far-off friends in America.
Once more, M r . Chairman, I have to thank you
for your friendly words of welcome, words addressed
to me as a Frenchman, and which went straight to
my French heart.
But it is not only as a Frenchman that I wish to
speak to you today; I wish also to speak as a E u r o pean, as a citizen of that new Europe, strongly organized for peace and progress, that we are resolved,
must emerge from the cruel barbarity of the war
that has now been thrust upon us.
Y o u Americans, who live here, know my country;
I need tell you little about it. Y o u will recall that
just a year ago, a few days after my first decreelaws were published, a general strike was called,
and that the French w o r k i n g masses refused to leave
their work.
The very next day, I was your guest, and I said
to you then : " T h i s is not a victory of one class over
another class. The French people as a unit have
pronounced for labor, and order, and social discipline. They have proved that Democracy is capable
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of imposing upon itself those sacrifices that other
regimes can only impose by force ". A n d I added :
" Yesterday was a day of victory not only for France,
but for democracy everywhere ".
Y o u know what has happened since; you know
with what admirable courage our people have accepted the repeated sacrifices we have asked of them, the
lengthening of w o r k i n g hours, the increase in French
productive effort. Y o u know about the reduction of
unemployment, the reflux of capital and the augmentation by one-third of the gold reserves of the
Bank of France.
Y o u Americans, whether in P a r i s or in the
United States, have witnessed these things, and you
have helped in their accomplishment, for you realised
that France was not the only gainer by them.
We
all believed that one of the best guarantees of peace,
one of the greatest discouragements to an aggressor,
was a strong France.
A n d yet today we are at war.
But, for a long time we had not really been at
peace. F o r a long time, we had been fighting a bloodless war.
F o r several years past, we had seen growing in
Europe a conception of life that is nothing else but
the law of the jungle. W e had heard is proclaimed
that force need have no morality.
M e n presumed
to sweep away twenty centuries of Christianity, of
that Christianity which says : " The strong must
not crush the weak, the haughty must not oppress
the humble, kind hearts may dwell in homely
bodies ".
W e all remember the words in which Cardinal
Pacelli, today the venerated Supreme Pontiff of the
Church of Rome, denounced such doctrines at the

Congress of Budapest : " Where, said he, are H e r o d ,
and Pilate, where are Nero and Diocletian and J u lian the Apostate, where are all the other persecutors of the early centuries ? MWI that they coveted,
all that they realised of power and earthly glory are
dust and ashes ".
M o n t h by month, during these last years, despite
all the good will of the democratic nations, despite
their repeated offers of peaceful settlements, this new
barbarity wrote its name on the walls of history in
letters of blood.
There was the assassination of Chancellor D o l l fuss, the hero of his country's independence.
There is the; slow martyrdom of Chancellor Schuschnigg, guilty of wishing to organize a free plebiscite.
There are the people of Prague, guilty of putting
on their holiday clothes, i n order to prove to their
masters that their souls are not enslaved.
There is Poland, whose flesh was barbarically cut
in two, under the eyes of Ambassador Biddle, whom
1 am happy to see at this table.
In eighteen months the world has seen three n a tions laid in the tomb.
A n d now N a z i Germany comes to us with offers
of peace, which reall}^ mean : " Give me a breathing
spell, let me digest the substance of my first victims
and thus get strength to go on ".
W h o can doubt, indeed, that she would go on ?
Do you know of any conqueror in the history of the
world who ever stopped of his own accord ?
If we gave Germany the respite she asks for,
if we exposed the French army to the risk of being
svtrprised a few months hence and defeated, who can
doubt that the N a z i s would become the absolute
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masters of Europe ? A n d what a peril the rest of the
world would then be in !
Y o u may tell me, if you like, that many eyes
today do not see that peril, but you cannot tell me
that it does not exist.
It is not my custom to exaggerate, and I know
that I do not exaggerate when I say that German
domination today would be infinitely more cruel than
twenty-five years ago, because the means of physical
constraint and moral subjugation are more powerful
now than formerly.
W h o could have imagined, twenty-five years ago,
the spectacle we see today ?
Whole populations
driven about like cattle, the living separated from the
graves of their dead !
That is the kind of thing we are fighting against.
T h a t is why the Western democracies, though they
hoped against hope that war could be averted, were
compelled to go to war nevertheless.
W a r is a test of strength. Therefore you are
glad that France is stronger today than a year ago.
France drew this increased strength out of herself
and herself alone.
D u r i n g this past year, France has responded to
every new threat from outside by new self-imposed
sacrifices, stoically accepted.
B u t what were those sacrifices compared with
those that war has forced upon us ! F i v e million
men snatched from their homes to go and fight;
thousands of families uprooted and compelled to seek
safety for their children in other provinces; economic
life disrupted, new taxes imposed.
It may surprise
many of you to learn that the pay of an ordinary
French soldier is one and a half A m e r i c a n cents a
day, and that when he is on the actual fighting line
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he gets less than a quarter of a dollar. H o w many
A m e r i c a n women know that the wife of a French
soldier, with three children, gets on the average fifty
cents a day ?
Such are the sacrifices that the French people are
making.
They are making them proudly, because
they know that they are for the cause of freedom.
It is such sacrifices, and the spirit in which they are
made by the people, that give us the certainty of
victory.
The French people know that it w i l l be necessar}'
for them to make new efforts to replace the five
million soldiers who are at the frontier and to carry
on the economic life of the country.
Another great factor in that certainty of victory
is the splendid effort being made by our B r i t i s h allies,
with whom we have pooled all our resources, moral
as well as material.
A m e r i c a has declared herself neutral. A l l of you
who are in this room, at least, know that if A m e r i c a n
neutrality should ever be endangered, it will not be
by any act of France, or her allies.
W h a t we need is not men, but arms and raw
materials and machines.
A n d here is a great problem, the problem of commercial exchanges between our countries
Longbefore this war began. President Roosevelt and Secretary Cordell H u l l repeatedly emphasized the need,
vx^hich was one of the reasons for the tripartite monetary agreement, for stimulating the exchange of
wealth among nations. They proved that freedom of
trade is one of the important aspects of that ideal of
liberty which we cherish. W h e n goods move across
frontiers they carry ideas with them.
N o w what was true before the war is still more

true today. L e t us not forget the bitter lessons of
the last war, which was not so long ago.
Let us
not forget the unprecedented economic depression
that it brought about. If during the present war we
should commit the old blunder of letting ships come
over from the U n i t e d States full of goods and go
back empty, we should be sowing the seeds of another
and perhaps more terrible post-war crisis. F"rench
purchases in A m e r i c a must i n large part be paid for
by French labor, or i f not, both countries will suffer.
I said a moment ago that I wished to speak to
you as a European, and as a European I say that we
today must not think only of this war and how to
win it, but we must also think of what is to come
after the war is won. There must emerge, I believe,
a united and peaceful Europe. It cannot be founded
on violence, but only on justice. O n the happy day
when peace is again declared, the just economic requirements of all peoples must be taken into account.
Y o u r country may be called upon to play a great role
in this work of reconstruction. I firmly believe that
when peace comes, real peace, the kind of peace that
died long before the present war began, reconstruction w i l l take place much faster than many people
think. •
F o r what was Europe suffering from before' the
war, all the nations of Europe, and Germany most of
all ? F r o m the crushing burden of military budgets.
T h a t is the only reason why Germany was on the
verge of economic collapse when the war broke out.
There is only one atmosphere i n which economic progress is possible — the atmosphere of peace. Before
this war, the chief activity of mankind was the
wasting of raw materials, turning them into cannon
and ammunition.
It was engag'ed in destroying
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wealth, not in producing it. T h i n k of what it would
mean for the well-being and the welfare of all peoples
if the gigantic mass of war credits could be devoted
to productive ends, out of which would come social
reconciliation and international harmony.
Y o u , my A m e r i c a n friends who live in Paris, are
witnesses of our daily life. Y o u can testify that we
are a peace-loving people.
Y o u know that we entered the war with a clear
conscience.
W e did not take up arms against the
aggressor l i v i n g i n the center of Evu'ope, until we
had sent h i m repeated public warnings. The words
•of M . Daladier and M r . Chamberlain, who uttered
those warnings, are still r i n g i n g in your ears.
But, rather than abandon his criminal enterprise,
the aggressor chose to renounce his own ideals as
well as ours.
W e seek no material profit in this war. B u t the
ideal for which we are fighting — your ideal as well
as ours — will be.defended to the end.
So I say to all who hear me — whether friends
or foes — that we went into this war against our
will, but we will not fight it half-heartedly.
Our enemies wanted a total war. W h a t we want,
and are determined to get, is a total peace.
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