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IN DEFENCE OF CIVILIZATION AGAINST
FASCIST BARBARISM
Fascism .... Never was there such a byword for bloodshed, perjury and crime. Fas~ism is often called a brown plague, a leprous
blight. But medicine knows no diseases to compare with fascism.
Even the most stricken leper does not lose all vestiges of humanity
as the fascists have done.
There is something animal in the bloodthirstiness and cruelty
of fascism. But animals lust for blood without the refined sadism
which is the fascists' second nature.
Hitler's tanks have drawn a bloody caterpillar trail across
Europe. The fascist plunderers have been called the Huns of the
twentieth century, a resurrection of the hordes of Genghis-Khan.
Yet the bloodiest pages in history contain nothing to compare with
fascism. Attila and Genghis-Khan destroyed ancient civilizations
without the savage glee with which Hitler's gangs burn and kill.
Books consigned to the flames of auto-da-fes, the finest buildings
reduced to ashes, men of learning put to shameful humiliation,
charred ruins and puddles of human blood throw the fascists into
demoniac ecstasies such as history never knew in the darkest ages
of vandalism.
Literature has ~o synonyms fit to describe fascism, nor does
it need any. The name fascism speaks for itself.
Fascism cannot be compared with anything. It is worse than
any blights of nature and human society ever known. Fascism is
fascism; and everything that it touches with its fetid breath is
withered, or else becomes polluted and travestied, for, not content
with destroying the treasures stored by mankind, fascism cynically perverts them.
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Hitler Germany "the climate has become unfavourable" for art-it
ha been crushed by the jackboot of fascism.
Fascism is the avowed enemy of humanity. "All but the pure
race are scum," Hitler declared in Mein Kampf. The nations of
Europe groaning under the fascist yoke have been proclaimed "impure" races and reduced to the status of slaves whose function i
to minister to the whims of the conquerors.
In an article by Wilhelm Stappels in the Deutsches Volkstum
we read: "No army can exist without a baggage train. And camp
women and prostitutes are part of this train. The warrior who Is
ever on the border between life and death looks on girls as booty.
He has always looked on girls as booty through the ages. This
must be so in our valorous days tool"
And in line with this, baggage trains of prostitutes have been
formed in the occupied countries. These consist of thousands of
Polish girls who have been sterilized and thrown into brothels for
the use of German soldiers .
When a fascist gangster rapes and then kills a woman, the
"race theory" finds a plausible excuse for that too: "The Aryan
indulged in promiscuity, it is true, but it was racially hygienic."
The Voelkischer Beobacl1ter once published a report about
some research institute which is engaged in the production of
typhus virus and has a nursery for lice-the carriers of this infection. For the maintenance of these lice the institute has living food
-"a feeding staff of sixty Jews."
Nothing too base can be devised, nothing too monstrous, too
perverse for the instincts of the fascists. There is no crime invented
by the fascists which they have not tried to vindicate theoretically.
What is more, all their fiendish doctrines have been put into practice with cynical calculation, mathematical precision and organization. This freakish combination of filthy aims, unbridled demagogy
and the precise calculation of a machine makes fascism a dread
menace to the whole world of labour, civilization and humanism.
The hatred Hitler's barbarians entertain for civilization and
humanity has been vented with particular force on the intellectuals. The fascists are sworn enemies of the intelligentsia. They
make short work of the men of science and art. The hundreds of
names published in the "Brown Book" have been multiplied till
today they number tens of thousands of scholars, writers, artists,
musicians done to death or driven to suicide. Carl Ossietzky, Walter
Haasenclevcr, Professors Moral and Hanstein, Professors Lessing
and Ascher are the names of only a few .of those who met their end

The fascists' persecution of science has as its complement the
vile parody of science in their "race theory" or "geo-politics." Out
to prove, by whatever means, that it is the mission of the German
race to exterminate or enslave all other nations, the Hitlerites
have elaborated a philosophy of world gangsterism sanctioning the
fascist murder, rape and plunder in the name of a "new order."
And to keep the fascist soldiery from getting soft, fascist "theorists," relying on the "race theory," expatiate on the effectiveness
of bombardments in ridding the population of the "eugenically inferior " slum-dwellers . . . .
There is no room for science in Hitler Germany. There is room
only for charlatan sophistry that is to make the people an obedient
war machine by fanning the lowest instincts and implanting stultified ignorance. The program of the Nazi gangsters decked out in
university degrees has been frankly expounded by Goebbels in a
novel called Michael: "All spiritual things disgust me . . . . I feel
sick at the very sight of the printed word. , . . Education has
poisoned our people, it is detrimental to the formation of character . . . . " The shameful laws on sterilization, on the other hand,
and state murder of the old, weak and ailing are bolstered up with
the "scientific" arguments of the "race theory"-that fascist code
of trampling on science and human dignity.
Fascism abhors art and literature. Hitler's gangsters have made
bonfires of the works of the greatest writers-Balzac, Goethe, Voltaire, France, Zola, Maupassant, Heine, Gorky and many others.
Heine's celebrated poem Die Lorelei, which all Germany knows by
heart, is printed in schoolbooks as the work of an unknown author.
Germany, which gave the world the music of Bach, Beethoven and
Mendelssohn, is now deafened by blaring army marches. The
much-vaunted building of the Reichslcanzlei, which Hitler intended
should ~ymbolize the "new style" of fascism in architecture, is a
miserable eclectic hotch-potch, an unblushing plagiarism of the
architecture of all ages and nations. Fascist art consists of the
trashy novels penned by Nazi hacks and the jingo films concocted
on Goebbels' recipes, which-including even the news-reels-the
German population refuse to accept, despite all compulsion and intimidation. Its spirit is best voiced in the Fighters' Song by Gerhard
Schumann, in which he says: "We're not the men to ask questions
-we are the Fuehrer's fists"-a sentiment which so delighted the
said Fuehrer that he awarded the author a special prize.
Serge Prokofieff, the composer, is right when he says that in

7

6

•

in Himmler's prison and concentration camps. Albert Einstein,
Max Born, Thomas Mann, Lion Feuchtwanger, Max Reinhardt,
Otto Klemperer, Heinrich Mann, Bert Brecht, Oskar Fried, Karol
Lange, Siegfried Lowe, Richard Goldschmidt and many others had
io flee from fascist persecution to the democratic countries.
The fascists' crimes against the intelligentsia have been multiplied in the course of this war. In the occupied countries-France,
Norway, Belgium, Holland, Yugoslavia, Greece, Slovakia, Bulgaria
and the rest-aided by the Lavals and Quislings, they have literally
set about the wholesale extermination of the intelligentsia.
Whence this boundless hatred of the Hitlerite gang for culture
and civilization, for democracy and national independence, for all
of thinking humanity? This hatred is inspired by animal alarm,
for it is in the union of these forces that the fascists rightly sense
their inevitable doom. The union of all the forces of progressive
humanity for the fight against fascism is absolutely vital, for the
card at stake is the salvation of culture and civilization, of science
and art; it is the future of humanity, the destinies of whole nations,
their independence, liberty and happiness. That is why countries
that diil'er so greatly are uniting in this crusade against fascism,
lhat is why this book includes statements by people of the most
varied occupations, outlook and political views. The Soviet scientists', writers' and artists' view of fascism coincides in every particular with the utterances of their distinguished colleagues abroad.
In speaking of Soviet Russia's struggle against Hitler Germany,
Stalin said:
"In this war of liberation we shalJ not be alone. In this greal
war we shall have loyal allies in the peoples of Europe and America,
including the German people who are enslaved by the Hitlerite
despots. Our war for the freedom of our counb·y will merge with
the struggle of the peoples of Europe and America for their independence, for democratic liberties. It will be a united front of
the peoples standing for freedom against enslavement and threats
of enslavement by Hitler's fascist armies."
And the vigorous efforts of the workers of science and culture
can and should help to merge the peoples of Europe and America
into this united front of struggle.
Hitler's biggest bogey is the united action of the democratic
countries against fascism. The fascist propaganda agents are
screaming themselves hoarse over the agreement concluded between the governments of the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain, and over
the position of the U.S.A., as expressed in the telegram of President

Franklin Roosevelt of the great American republic. Goebbels is
doing all he can to sow discord and prevent the union of anti-fascist
forces. But it is all in vain. In their stand on fascism all rightthinking people are at one, firmly convinced that to save civilizaLion and democracy, science and liberty, progress and art throughout the world, fascism must be destroyed. And for that all forces
must be united to rain blows on the monster from every side until
his last gasp.
Fascism will be destroyed, incinerated and scattered to the
winds so that not an ash of its vileness shall remain on our planet.
V.KEMENOV
President of the U.S.S.R. Society
for Cullural Relations with
Foreign Countries
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OUTSTANDING SOVIET PEOPLE
IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST HITLERISM

Michael Sholokhov
Author of And Quiet Flows tile Don and
Tile Soil Upturned. Stalin Prize winner.
Member of t'he Academy of Sciences and
of th e Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.

.

LET US UNITE OUR EFFORTS
Every intelligent human being is outraged and revolted by the
rabid inventions of the fascist pseudo-scientists about the superiority of the German race, by Hitler's hysterical peeches, his maniacal
desire to affirm this superiority by force of arms throughout
the world. These insane ideas are bred in Germany by people
with diseased minds, hopelessly void of any sense of humour.
They are carried into execution by misanthropes and murderers
who are drowning E1;1rope in blood. The world has long been familiar with the pompous figure of the soldier in Prussian uniform, marching along with head in air. My people have a saying
that goes: "An empty ear of grain holds its head proudly." The
empty head of German fascism must be lopped off. Blood-drunk
German fascism must be cn1shed. The peoples of the Soviet
Union heard the news of fascist Germany's treacherous onslaught
on our country with unperturbed confidence in our strength an<i.
in the justice of our cause. We are fighting boldly and firmly for
our country, and we shall keep up the fight to final victory. The
sympathy and moral support afforded us by the peoples of the
great democracies are a very welcome sign. I call upon our
friends in England and America to join forces in the fight against
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fascism. The threat of bondage hanging o~e~ . the. democratic
states, the threat to the very existence of c1v1hzah~n must. be
averted. And the more united our efforts, the sooner w1ll 1;11ankmd
breathe freely, rid forever of the horrors of rampant fascism.

A.lexey Tolstoy
Author of Peter I and other novels. Stalin
Prize winner. Member of the Academy of
Sciences and of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R.

OUR W ILL IS VICTORY
Today the hearts and mind of all Russians are imbued with
one thought, one fervent desire: to devote every energy to the fight,
to strain every nerve for victory over tJ;ie enemy of freedom, culture, and democratic civilization.
The whole of Soviet Russia, from the Pacific Ocean to the
battlefields where our armies oppose the universal foe, has rallied
in energetic and unanimous action, in unconquerable hatred for
the bearers of slavery and death.
Hitler's agents disseminated falsehood and slander against my
country. We frustrated and crushed the disruptive activities of the
fifth column. In their fury the Nazis turned their attention and
energy to European public opinion, trying to frighten it with the
bogey of the "Russian peril," supplementing the gutter press with
anecdotes and stories spread by Nazi agents and purporting to
originate from "eye witnesses." To this virulent slander we opposed
the integrity of our word, the scrupulous honesty of our bu iness
relationships, and the straightforward frankness of our actions.
which could not fail to be appreciated by common sense.
The road to the achievement of our national aims has always
been an open and straightforward one. What is the truth of our
progress, which follows from the country's historical development? The Russian people never subscribed to mad Tamerlane
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ideas of conquering the world. Its thoughts and effort were
centred on raising Russia to the level of world cultural, economic
and moral standards.
Twenty-four years ago our young Soviet land was faced with
the immeasurably difficult national task of overtaking European
civilization in the shortest period of time and, relying on our
inexhaustible natural resources, of surpassing it. The task was
one of life or death, for according to all the rules of logic our
country, devastated by the world war, would have naturally ceased
to exist as an independent state.
To execute this task we found those special forms which fully
conformed to the specificity of Russia's historical development.
The e forms were deeply ingrained in the minds of the people in
the hape of hopes and dreams about the rule of justice, good and
peace. You will find the echo of the undying faith in this rule in
our numerous heroic folk tales and fairy tales.
Our efforts were crowned with success. Soviet Russia arose like
a phoenix from the poverty and gloom of the past centuries. And
now we--Russians-together with the fraternal peoples of the
sixteen Soviet Republics, every man, woman and child, have risen
in all the multitude of our two hundred million population in
defence of our native land, in defence of the European people
who have been made slave,s by Hitler. .
The war with German fascism must end with the enemy's
mortal defeat whatever the sacrifices and efforts it may cost us. We
shall never give way to the Nazi troops, drunk with whiskey and
the lust for violence. We shall turn this page in the book of our
life, now clutched by a bloodstained hand that is straining to close
it. We shall never surrender our land to become the slaves of German brewers; we love life and freedom. Our will is: victory, peace,
happiness and prosperity on this earth, which should not be a,
cemetery but a paradise.
To my American friends I can say: we know that the American
people, proud and free in spirit, are filled with •vrath and hatred
for Hitler and his gang of cutthroats. Liberty and peace have
always been the cherished goal of Americans. The rapid march of
events is bringing our peoples together in their unbending determination to deliver the world from this nightmare of bloodshed.
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A. Korneichuk
Author of Platon Krecliel , The End of the
Squadron, In the Steppes of the Ukraine,
and other popular plays. ' talin Prize win ner. Member of the Supreme Soviet o.f the
U.S.S.R.

THE SOVIET PEOPLE WILL DESTROY HITLERISM
In. thi menacing hom of grim war, a war for the future of
a war .against the Hitlerite vandals .who are trying to
revive the dark tI~es of the Middle Ages, the Soviet intellectuals
declare together with the whole Soviet people:
"We know, we are firmly convinced that victory will be ours I "
Twenty-o~d year of fruitful labour in the Soviet commo~ 
wealth of nat10ns have enabled the Ukrainian intellectuals hei·
f
· l
d ·
,
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a nc 1 an . vital
culture,
to
score
considerable
achievements.
Tod
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mtellectuals-scientists
writers
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. evo mg all their knowledge, all their talent, all their skill for the de
fence of culture the world over.
Calm and courageou , each man at his own post-therein is
the pledge of our victory.
The people have ari en in th eir millions-s trong, proud, like
the golden wheat that grows so tall on the fertile fields of my nat·
d
·
1ve
·
·
Uk
. ·rame-- etermmed to destroy the mad fasci t doers
o · The Uk.rnmian people, together with their blood brothers, the great Russian
peopl~, fought and. routed Napoleon's legions. Shchors' regiments
o~ epic fame, fighting shoulder to shoulder with the peasants, infhct~d smashing blows on the German army of occupation in 1918,
fo~cmg. the enemy to show his heels. The mighty Ukrainian people,
united m the great commonwealth of our Soviet country, armed and
ma~kind ,
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equipped with modern wea on
.
barbarians.
p s, will annihilate the base fascist

S. Marshak
Popular Soviet auth or and translator of
English poetry.
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TO FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM IS AN HONOUR
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Many of my friends-writers, poets, playwrights, critics-have
left for the front. And they are followed with looks of unconcealed
envy by those who remain behind.
To fight in this war against Hitler, the enslaver of nations and
destroyer of cultme, is to help shape world history. To fight
against fascism is regarded as an honour by every citizen of our
country.
I remember Maxim Gorky, kind, yet stern and steeled in battle.
One day, some four months before his death, Gorky was sitting
with eyes half-closed, listening to the radio reports about the Italian
invasion of Ethiopia. With ever y word his face grew more overcast; his brows were knit, and he kept stroking bis rough moustache. Finally he got up, switched off the radio , and said in his
soft voice, as though speaking to himself:
"When will those cutthroats be stopped? How much longer
will they roam around footloose?"
Such a sane and natural thought, that one could but wonder it
did not occur simultaneously to all honest people on earth!
Gorky did not live to see the present war. But he died in the
firm belief that the fascist cutthroats would in the end be curbed
and securely strait-jacketed.
"
The time has now come.

•

2•
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Our intrepid fighters are advancing to battle against a voracious
and heartless minotaur that demands ever new and greater sacrifices.
No one in our country has remained unmoved by this war. This
is a people's, a popular war, i.n the truest sense of that term.
Even the children have undertaken the most varied duties, h elping out in the houses where they live, at the mobilization centres.
Boys and girls willingly, eagerly act as messengers and lettercarriers when men who are leaving for the front are in need of
something forgotten at home, or want to send a few hasty line
to friends and dear ones before their departure.
Children visit lhe homes of mobilized men to ask whether anv
help is needed, whether perhaps there is something to be bought, dr
carried, or mended, or smaller children to be taken care of.
The other day I was invited to a mobilization centre. Not to
join the colours-I am far past military age. No, I was called to
take part in an evening of entertainment, to recite some of my
poems for those who were about to leave. This was no ordinary
concert. Men who were next day to stand face to face with the
enemy listened with eager attention to those who had come to
inspire them, or simply to entertain them.
There were many of them; they filled the hall, sitting close
together; students, chauffeurs, mechanics. They all joined in on
the chorus when a familiar tune sounded from the stage. Every
flash of humour, in prose or verse, was caught up with loud and
youthful laughter.
During the short intermission a few fine, sunburnt lads came
up to me smiling, and said:
"So, at last we meet. We used to read your stories when we
were children, and now you've come to see us off to the war."
Yes, we have seen them all grow up, all these young people
gathered together here on the eve of a long and difficult journey.
What a splendid, cheerful, selfless generation I
They grew up in the knowledge that they were participants in
creative labour. But they are equally prepared for a great battle.
They advance into the fight with victory as their goal.
And there can be no doubt that, sooner or later, we shall witness the triumph of the just cause-that great triumph of good
over evil of which om Gorky dreamed .

.•
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V. L . Komarov
Leading Soviet botanist. President of the
Academy of Sciences. Stalin Prize winner.
Member of the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R.
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FASCISM SOWS DEATH

.

•

Fascist Germany has attacked the Soviet Union. Hitler's
bands have encroached upon our territory. Our whole people has
risen to a man in defence of our native land. From the Black Sea
to the Arctic coast the Red Army is battling heroically against the
fascist hordes.
What are the peoples of the Soviet Union defending in this
patriotic war? They are defending their own freedom and rights,
and at the same time they are fighting in defence of world culture
and civilization.
What are those others fighting for-the peoples groaning under Hitler's iron heel and driven by force to attack our country?
They are fighting to keep their chains, lo remain in bondage, to
perpetuate their hunger.
And this explains why it is that, even in the very first weeks
of the war, the morale of Hitler's army has proven so poor, why
his soldiers cannot stand up against bayonet attacks, why his
pilots cannot face our pursuit planes in equal battle.
What has the Red Army in its rear? A vast eountry, mighty
in the unity and happiness of its peoples.
What lies in the rear of the Hitlerite soldiers, separated from
their families for two years now, and well aware that these families are starving under the grim rule of their fascist masters? Be-
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hind them seethes the mortal hatred of the peoples of Europe,
plundered and enslaved by Hitler. Behind them are the wealth
and insolence of the fat-bellied fascist hangmen and the hunger
and sickness of millions of exhausted women and children.
The fascist race "theory" is a theory of misanthropic, anthropological nationalism. Hitlerism has launched a bloody campaign
against all the peoples of Europe, proclaiming the inequality of
races, the division of mankind into " uperior" and "inferior"
races, the right of the "superior" race-the Germans, of courseto supreme rule, to a special "role in history." Fascism sows death
in its train. Blood runs in streams over the soil where it has
trodden.
Within Germany itself schools, libraries, museums have been
closed or destroyed. Education has been reduced to a minimum,
and has become the privilege of the "select" few. " Universal illiteracy! Equalization of ignorance!" is the slogan the German
fascist rulers have chosen as the country's symbol of failh. The
monstrous practice of sterilization is being acclaimed by the bestial fascist pseudo-scientists as a "means" of improving the lrnman stock.
Ours is a fight in defence of culture and humanity, freedom
and civilization, against the fascist gangsters.
The infamous fascist attack on the Soviet Union has given
rise to a tremendous wave of protest throughout the civilized
world.
In these eventful days, all progressive humanity is on our
side. Stalin's recent radio address, imbued with the greatest dignity and with the power of conviction in the justness of our
cause, has evoked an enthusiastic response among all progressive
mankind the world over. Among the enslaved nations, millions
of hearts were flooded with hope by Stalin's declaration that " the
aim of this national war in defence of our country against the
fascist oppressors is not only to eliminate the danger hanging over
our country, but also to aid all the European peoples groaning
under the yoke of German fascism."
And those peoples which as yet retain their independence also
realize that the only course open to them is a united front with
the U.S.S.R. against Hitlerism.
Every day brings new proof of the fact that the finest minds
of humanity have taken their stand with the Soviet Union, that
they regard a Soviet victory and a united front of all the nations
of the world against the fascist barbarians as the only means of

.
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saving culture and civilization. Every thinking person realizes the
true purpose of Hitler's bloody designs. I might quote here one of
the speakers at a Chicago meeting, who declared: "Hitler's attack
on the Soviet Union is directed against all mankind."
Scientists, teachers, trade union leaders, men and women in
all walks of life are everywhere declaring for us. Great meetings
in many countries are registering their solidarity with the Soviet
Union. Such eminent writers as Theodore Drei er, Heinrich Man n,
Lion Feuchtwanger, Jules Romains have declared that the victory
of the U.S.S.R. will be a victory for all humanity.
The sufferings of the peoples in occupied Europe cannot break
their spirit; on the contrary, they are steeling their will. Love for
their abused and trampled countries prompts growing sympathy
with the Soviet Union, which is fighting to defend the freedom
and independence of the democratic na tions against the brutal and
reactionary rule of fascism.
The Soviet scientists and intellectuals are energetic participants in the great cultural work going on in their country. With
all the Soviet people and all the progressive democratic forces of
the world, they will defend the cultural achievements of mankind
against the savage doom threatened by those vandals of the twentieth century, the Hitlerite gravediggers of civilization.
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A. N. Bach
President of the Mendeleyev Chemical Society. Member of the Academy of Sciences
and of the Supreme Sovie t of th e U.S.S.R.

PROGRESS AND SCIENCE WILL TRIUMPH
July 4 is the anniversary of the independence of the United
States. This day is of particular importance at present, when th e
national independence of millions of innocent people i being
trampled underfoot by the rabid rulers of the fascist powers, who
stop at no crime in their drive for world domination.
German fascism has plunged Lhe nations into a horrible world
war, which means for mankind seas of blood and the direst calamities and tribulations.
·
Only the concerted eITort of the whole of progressive mankind can put an end to the fascist bestialHy, which is undermining the foundations of human society.
The government of my country has systematically and inva··
riably pursued a policy of peace. But the German fascist government has perfidiously violated its pact and sent its hordes to invade
our country, bringing death and destruction to our towns and
villages. Our great people is staunchly resisting the onslaught of
the fascist barbarians. Today our splendid young men in the ranks
of the Red. Army are defending the independence and honour of
the Soviet Union.
Two months ago, as chairman of the Commission for the
adjudgment of Stalin Prizes, I presented. prizes and certificates of
honour to our leading scientists and inventors. These prizes were
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awarded both for practical invention:S and to authors of oulslanding works dealing with general theoretical problems.
Since the outbreak of the war we scienti ts have radically
changed the whole character of our activity, and are conducting
our research work with a view to the requirements ofour country's
defence.
The Institute of Biochemistry, of which I am in charge, i
now tackling the urgent ta k of assisting the collective farms and
state farms to gather in their harvests of cereal and vegetable crops
in good time, and of helping the state to preserve g1:ain and potatoes from spoiling, thereby ensuring a constant supply of proviions for our Army and population. We have submitted our suggestions to the State Committee of Defence and are requesting it to ·
enlist the services of all Soviet scientists for defence work.
It is thus that we Soviet scientists are taking our places in the
ranks of the fighters against fascist bestiality.
We know that the sympathy of the American people and of
American intellectuals is with us. vVe were glad to read the messages of prominent Americans calling for support of the U.S .S.R.
in its war to crush fascism. And we are firm in our belief that U~e
efforts of the Soviet people, and those of the American and British
people, the efforts of progressive people all over the world, will
be crowned with success. The fascist barbarians will be destroyed ;
peace, progress and science will triumph.
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Director of the Institute of Physical Research. Stalin Prize winner. Member of lhe
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DESTROY THE PLAGUE MICROBE OF FASCISM
For the second time in the history of the last twenty-five year
the whole world is plunged in war.
This war was started by the rulers of a comparatively small
country, the population of which compri es no more than three or
four per cent of the entire population of the globe. A glance at the
globe shows us this country as quite a small spot. The rulina
clique of Germany is out to attain world domination, to destro;
the c~lture an.d civilization built up during the age . The poison
that is spre~ding from this little spot on the globe has grown so
strong that 1t has already brought disaster and unhappiness to
mankind.
In reply to the attack of the Hitler gang, the Soviet Union has
taken up arms against German fascism. The intellectuals of all
countries are today united by Lhe common desire to destroy the
plague microbe of fascism.
I want to tell the intelligentsia of America what is going on in
the U.S.S.R. as seen by a scientist.
In this struggle with the fascist infection, the role of cience
and, therefore, of the scientist, is worthy of the greatest attention .
The ~cientist works in the conviction that every new discovery
contributes to human progress. But, evidently, every medal has it
reverse side, and today we see how individuals whose moral stan-
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<lards are of the lowest use cience to Lhe detriment of mankind.
The German fascists ' attitude to science resembles that of a woodcutter who, instead of utilizing the axe given him by civilization
to cut down trees, uses it to kill and disable people. But perhaps
the basest side of all this is that the Nazis justify their actions before mankind by arguments that they call scientific. This is adding
insult to injury. I am thinking, of cow· e, of the notorious race
theory they have invented, according to which the Germans an•
the supreme race. This being so, lhe natives of that small spot on
the globe have, apparently, the right to torment, enslave, and conquer the rest of the earth's surface.
The whole theory of Nazism is sheer nonsense; it is in direct
contradiction to all the laws of natw·e. But it is necessary that an
end should be put to Nazism at the earliest possible moment with ·
the minimum of sacrifice. Clearly, friendly unity is the first,
the indispensable condition, for early victory. And I Lhink that it
is the duty of scientists now to search for and invent antidotes,
anti-toxins, to destroy this dreadful microbe, that produ ces all
over the world a disease compared with which the plague and
cholera are merely trifling ailments. We Soviet scientists have united in this field and we believe that our American colleagues will
do the same.
History provides few examples of such single-minded, closelyknit unity as that which the people of the Soviet Union are showing today in the struggle with the enemy. Om country is in a imi··
lar position now to what it was in 1812, when Napoleon invaded
Russia. Today every citizen of the Soviet Union, from plowman
to scientist, is defending his native soil, his own culture, world
culture.
The U.S.S.R. is a country where scientists and creative thought
are shown every respect. Our present-day cullure has been produced by the collaboration of various peoples for many centuries .
This respect for science in general is manifested particularly
clearly in the Soviet Union. Proud though we are of our own writers-Tolstoy, Chekhov and Dostoyevsky, of scie.ntists such as
Pavlov and Mendeleyev-we admire to an equal degree the men
of science and art of Great Britain, the U.S.A., France, Germany,
Holland, Italy and other countries. This proves that we have the
same moral ideals and the same ideas about culture, ideals and
ideas which are essential for the healthy growth of any country.
But fascist Germany has broken with these ideals.
It seems to me that in our attitude lo the culture of other peo-
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pies we have gone even further than other countries. The Soviel
Union endeavours to use and make the best of national traits, and
to develop the national creative powers, the national cultme of
peoples who in the pa t were downtrodden, despised and neglected.
Everything possible is done in the U.S.S.R. to encourage the nationa l pride of the different peoples, the creation of a national theatre,
literature, and poetry. Folklore is given a prominent place, new
scientific centres are founded in the national republics, and so on.
As I have said, the utmost respect is shown to science and its
achievements in the Soviet Union. I worked for several years in an
English university and I can say definitely that my work in the
Soviet Union has been carried on just as freely and my choice of
themes has been just as unrestricted as at Cambridge. And this is
true, not only in my own case, but in that of all our Soviet scientists. They follow their own inclinations and choose their own
subjects for research. As an instance of the attitude in our country
to science and the scientist, let me tell you something of that great
Russian scientist, Pavlov, who died not long ago. He was well
known to the American public. He was over sixty years of age
when Soviet power was· established in Russia, ~nd no supporter of
Communism. But he was a great patriot and worked faithfully
for the good of his country. He was given all conditions that would
permit him to carry on his work in precisely the way he thought
necessary. A few month before his death Pavlov remai·ked to me:
"Look what the Soviets have done! They have taught the whole
people to read and write, built up industry, created a new country."
The achievements of the Soviets Pavlov regarded as outstanding.
As a result of the raising of the cultural level of the people, and
the mobilization of all their creative forces, it has been possible to
create a country sufficiently strong to wipe fascism from the face
of the earth.
American intellectuals must understand that in our struggle
against fascism we are fighting not only against a common foe, but
for the high, common ideals created by world culture.
Our cause is a just one, victory will be ours l
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Soviet Union. Vice-President of the Academy of Sciences. Member of Lhe Suprem e
Soviet of the U.S.S .R.

WE SHALL LIBERATE THE ENSLAVED PEOPLES
After trampling down and looting half of Europe, Hitler's cutthroat gang has dared to launch an attack, entirely unprovoked,
upon. the Soviet Union.
I want to tell you here of the indomitable will to victory, the
burning hatred of the enemy and fervent love of our country which
have been arou ed in every Soviet heart by this perfidious aggresion. The Soviet people stand firm and united behind our government, behind our Stalin. Side by side wi1h the workers and peas
ants, our intellectuals, doctors, scienti ts, engineers are fighting to
defend their native soil, to defend the loftiest ideals of humanity.
The Red Army is dealing blow after crushing blow at the arrogant
enemy. At the same time our factories are working at double their
peace-time tempo; our women have replaced the men in the fields
and are gathering in a record harvest; and our scientists and engi• neers are designing ever more perfect weapons against the fascists.
weapons based on the latest discoveries of technical science. Our
fliers-who in times of peace overcame the boundless wastes of
the Arctic, landing men at the North Pole and taking their machines
straight across the Pole to America-are now directing their planes
with equal skill against the fascists , demonstrating before the whole
world their superiority in battle.
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Ours is a just cause. Our blows spell the doom of fascism. To
defeat Hiller is not only our duty to our country. By defeating
Hitler, we shall liberate the peoples enslaved by the bestial fascists,
we shall liberate, in the end, the people of Germany itself, whom the
fascist rulers have robbed of all their cultural treasures and cast
back into the darkest days of the Middle Ages.
We do not stand alone in this historic contest. All who hold
dear the ideals of freedom and democracy are giving us enthusiastic
support in word and deed. We Soviet scientists and explorers are
very happy to hear the many declarations of sympathy and support
coming from England and America. I may say that I have some
personal knowledge of the United States. In 1934, after the Chelyuskin had been crushed by the ice in the Arctic Ocean and the
members of my expedition and the crew, stranded for two months
on a drifting ice floe, had been rescued by our valiant fliers, ·r was
taken by plane to Nome for medical treatment. The journey home
from Nome involved for me a trip across the United States, which
gave me the opportunily of meeting thousands of Americans from
different states and dilferent sections of the population, and thus
gaining a better understanding of the American people and of
their splendid qualities. I shall never forget the cordial warmth of
my numerous meetings with Americans. I had the pleasure of a
personal meeting with President Roosevelt, and was deeply impressed by the charm of this outstanding man. I also take great
pride in b eing an honorary member of the Explorers' Club in New
York.
And with this knowledge of the American people, of their spirit
of liberty and their sober realism, I can feel no doubt as to where
their sympathies lie. Every American will see that Hitler's insane
attack on the Soviet Union tolls the knell of Hitlerism, that this is
the moment when by our united efforts we must, can and will deal
Hitlerism the final blow.
Cordial greetings to all our friends in the U.S.A.!

A. N. Frumkin
Director of the Institute of Colloid- and
E lectrochemistry. Stalin Prize vl'inner.
Member of the Academy of Sciences.

CAN YOU REMAIN INDIFFERENT!
At the moment when the German fascist military machine
has been set in motion full tilt against our land, the scientists of
the Soviet Union address themselves to their colleagues abroad, to
scientists, writers, intellectuals:- Can you remain indifferent to
the great struggle of Soviet Russia against Hitlerite Germany ?
The German propaganda machine is striving to befuddle the
minds of people with a torrent of lies. They describe their war of
usurpation, plunder and rapine as a war for "a n ew order" in
Europe, their band of gangsters and cutthroats as warriors against
Bolshevism, the peoples of Soviet Russia as "inferior races," whose
destiny it is to be th e slaves of Germany. These "inferior
races," however, have given mankind some of its most outstanding scientists and artists. In the space of twenty years, with their
own hands, by their own persistent effort and heroic labour,
these "inferior races" have transformed their country into a
mighty modern industrial power. Now they have bravely risen
from their peaceful labour to defend their country against the
enemy.
The American and Russian people have much in common in
their history. The American pioneers pushed \Vest, blazing trails
through virgin forests , scaling peaks, fording mighty rivers; the
Russian peasants pressed East, subduing the Ural Mountains and
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the trackless spaces of Siberia-until these two great strea.ms,
pushing Westward and Eastward, both came out on the shores
of the Pacific Ocean.
I have seen the Gart plants on the shores of Lake Michigan.
When, several years later, I had occasion to fly over the Ural
Mountain Range and saw the gigantic outlines of the Magnitogorsk
blast furnaces which had sprung up in the Ural steppes, my first
thought was of the similarity between the American and Russian
peoples; both had to wage a difficult struggle against a rigorous
ature; they subdued her and succeeded in placing science at the
ervice of mankind on a grand scale.
But in addition to a rigorous Nature, the peoples of Russia, on
the border between Europe and Asia, had to ward off the onslaught
of the barbarian conquerors from the East. They carried out their
historic mission with honour. Today the barbarian hordes are no
longer advancing upon us from the East, but from the West, striving to destroy everything in their path.
We are certain that every intellectual, every man and woman
who knows our country from personal visits, from the work of
Soviet scientists, from books by Russian writers, who understands
that Soviet Russia is a huge laboratory in which a whole people,
not to be balked by any obstacles, is creating a better future, will
an wer us with the words:
"I am with you!"

T. D. Lysenko
President of the Lenin Academy of Agronomy. Stalin Prize winner. Member of the
Academy of Sciences and Vice-Chairman
of the Soviet of the Union of the Suprem e
Soviet of tl1e U.S. .R.

THE FASCIST SWASTIKA WILL PERISH FROM THE FACE
OF THE EARTH
German fascism, that rabid enemy of democracy, has
swamped in blood and enslaved many of the cultured democratic
countries of Europe. It has brought misery to many tens of mil lions of peaceable inhabitants, dooming them to famine and extinction; it is destroying the finest monuments of civilization. Drunk
with easy victories, Hitler's hordes have perfidiously attacked the
peaceful Soviet Union.
The Red Army and the Soviet Air Force and Navy, the entire
Soviet people, are heroically battling in defence of their country's
honour and liberty. The Soviet people are waging a sacred, patriotic war.
Science and culture are greatly valued in our country. The
U.S.S.R. has built up a powerful industry. Agriculture has been
highly mechanized and equipped with first-class machinery. Labour has become highly productive, and the soil bountiful in its
yields. The country has been covered with an extensive network
of educational establishments, research institutions, academies,
institutes and laboratories.
And it is these gains of the industrious Soviet people that
German fascism is out to destroy.
3-957
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In reply to thi predatory attack, the country's entire economic
resources, all science, 'h ave been put into the service of defence.
Labour and science have merged into one mighty force that shatters all obstacles.
Those of us engaged in agronomical scientific resear~h are
doing everything in their power so th.at in thi~ hour of tnal our
country will be provided to the maximum with food and raw
material.
.
The first task of all agricultural scientists is to secure high
yields of all crops. Our inventions and research are directed ~o
wards the aim of assisting the collective and state farms .to raise
a bumper harvest. And in this we will be working hand m hand
with the collective farm experimenters.
The Soviet people and their scientists are filled with t~1e common desire to defend the liberty and independence of th~Ir co~n
try. The lofty aims which the Soviet people are defending, with
arms in hand and on the labour front, are near and dear to every
progressive thinking man in every country of the world. These
aims are arousing, and cannot but arouse still more forcefully
the sympathy and approval of all honest people.
No intellectual can remain indifferent to the outcome of the
truggle now being waged against fascism-the enemy of all
freedom and culture.
.
Explain the issues to all who do not as yet see them. in their
true light! Expose the insidious manreuvres of the ~ymg profascist agitators! Convince the wavering! Help to bmld up the
united front of nations fighting fascism!
.
Ours is a just cause! The Soviet people shall trrnm?h. !he
support of progressive mankind will hasten the end of Hitlensm.
The f&scist swastika will perish from the face. of the earth, and
peaceful, free labour will be ensured to all nations.
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B. A. Keller
Director of the Botanical Gardens of th e
Academy <>f Sciences. Member of the Academy.

ONE THOUGHT, ONE EMOTION, ONE WILL
Like every man and woman in the U.S.S.R., we Soviet scientists
are moved by one thought, one emotion, one will-to crush the
enemy.
Hitler's attack upon our country has aroused the indignation of
every Soviet scientist. Without the slightest confusion, Soviet scientists have reorganized their work so as to make it serve the defence of the country.
On the eve of the war my co-workers and I were engaged in
working out the plans for the new Botanical Gardens of the Academy of Sciences in Moscow, which are to be among the largest in
the world. The first section alone will cover an area of 250 acres.
The gardens are being organized on a new basis, in accordance with
the principle that botany should be developed•as the theory of plant
breeding. Botany must therefore coordinate and further develop
the knowledge already accumulated in regard to the wild plant
world and mankind's vast experience in studying cultivated plants.
The group working on the plans for the new Botanical Gardens
consists not only of botanists and horticulturists but also includes
agronomists, agro-chemists, phytopathologists, soil experts, sylviculturists, etc. Our group also has a zoologist as well as an entomologist.
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When Hitler suddenly launched his gangster attack upon our
land the majority of the men on my research staff jo~ned t~e Red
Army and the Popular Guard. Those who remained, mcluding the
womeQ. scientists, have reorganized tl1eir work to aid in defence.
All available space in the Gardens was at once planted to particularly valuable vilamin-bearing and medicinal plant~ . Wo~k on
ascertaining the biological requirements for devcloprng higher
quality plants and for increasing the fertility of t~1e m~st valuable
of the new caoutchouc-yielding plants has been mtens1fied.
The scientific workers who have had agronomic training will
lend a hand in gathering in and storing the exceptionally rich
harvest which is now ripening in all parts of the country.
All necessary measures are being taken to preserve the exceedingly rich collections of plants already culti:ated in tl~e Gardens.
I, personally, am c~ntinuing my theoret~cal work m the field
of biology, and will apply the results of tlus. work t? e~pose the
mad anti-scientific "theories" of German fascism, wluch it advances in an attempt to justify its bloody policy of brigandage and
violence.
Tocrether with my fellow scientists I take pride in the fact that
I, too,b am a part of the gigantic, adamant~ne wall which the
multi-millioned Soviet people has erected in its battle to free the
world from the bloody nightmare of German fascism.
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YOU UNDERSTAND AND A PPRECIATE OUR FIGHT
This war has been forcibly thrust upon us. The war we are
waging is a war of our whole people, a sacred patriotic war.
All of us citizens of our vast Soviet Union stand solid, united
by one common feeling and one common determination-to fight
to final victory, to grudge no sacrifice in defence of our beloved
country, of our achievements and our culture.
In the twenty-four years that have gone by since the establishment of the new system of government in Russia our country has
undergone a profound transformation. A new generation has
arisen, a generation with new prospects and aspirations, a generation distinguished by its eager desire for knowledge. And this
knowledge our government has given it every material opportunity, as well as the formal right, to acquire. As a member of the
Budget Commission of the Supreme Soviet, I am particularly well
aware of the rapid growth of appropriations for primary, secondary and higher education, and for the work of scientific research,
in the last four years.
I am best acquainted with the organization of medical education. Here I must note two facts : first, our country now has five
times as many doctors as the Russian Ernpjre had under the tsar;
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and, second, the eight medical schools of tsarist Russia have grown
to 72 under the Soviets.
There are at · present 214 medical research institutions in the
Soviet Union. Chief among them is the All-Union Institute of
Experimental Medicine, the uniting centre of medical thought,
with a large number of branches and subsidiary organizations. Its
laboratories have been the birthplace of many works of the greatest
interest, which have attracted widespread attention in scientific
circles both at home and abroad. These include the investigation
of mitogenetic rays and of their role in cancer diagnosis, and the
numerous works based on the theory of neurotropism, as well
as certain extremely important researches in encephalitis.
The results of the theoretical researches of a number of our
institutions have been embodied in the Soviet legislation. All
theoretical hypotheses are applied and tested in practice.
During the last eight years I have four times had the pleasure
of receiving visitors from America. I refer to the members of the
Medkal Association, headed by Dr. Penn, who visited Moscow
during the periodic educational tours through Western Europe
arranged by the Association. These visits in 1932, 1934 and 1938
helped to establish a spirit of genuine friendship between us. In
the course of them the American doctors discovered that our
Neurosurgical Institute had mastered the brilliant technique of
Cushing, Dandy and the other great American neurosurgeons.
The visit of Doctor Eloesser, one of the foremost specialists in
pulmonary surgery, in the course of which he performed a number of brilliant operations in my clinic, is also fresh in the minds
of the Soviet surgical world.
The names of the Mayo brothers have in our country become
symbolical of surgical progress; and I shall not forget the honour
accorded me in the invitation to visit America to lecture on the
treatment of paralysis following on encephalitis.
Our system and aims call for methods of work all their own,
for a rapid pace of development; and there is much that we have
been learning from the Americans.
The arms of the Soviet Union bear the emblems of peaceful
creative labour. All our achievements have been employed for the
well-being of the peoples of our country, exercising their new right
to free work, to happiness and prosperity. It is easy to understand
what a spirit must move the people of such a land fighting against
encroachment upon their country and their liberty.
.•
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We are confident that you will understand and appreciate our
fight for freedom and peaceful work, our wrath against the enemy,
our fervent devotion to our country and readiness to give our
lives for its independence.
We are confident that we shall have the moral support of millions of honest and intelligent people in all countries.
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greater zeal than ever, directing their main efforts to enhancing
the country's military might.
All our ·thoughts today are with our Red Army, valorously
fighting the enemy. We do not doubt for a second that the final
victory will be ours. The annihilation of Hitler will bring liberation to the peoples of Europe and will save the culture and democracy of the world.

HITLERrS DESTRUC.TIOH WILL SA VE CULTURE AND
DEMOCRACY
Hitler's treacherous attack found our country hard at work in
every field of constructive and creative effort.
True to the spirit of om great mathematicians, Lobachevsky,
Chebyshev and others, we have made advances in this field that
are known to the scientists of both the Old and the New World.
In our scientific work we are not isolated from other countries.
Our collaboration with the scientists of England and the United
States has been especially close and fruitful. My work, for instance, is intimately linked with that of Hardy, Littlewood, Dickson and other prominent British and American mathematicians.
Now, with war raging, our people are fully determined to
fight the insidious enemy until he is completely destroyed. No
words can convey the enthusiasm that prevails in my land; all
are welded by one common desire, to crush the loathsome fascist .
barbarians and remove the danger looming over our country,
over our liberty, to remove the danger threatening to bring to
naught the persistent labour of our multi-national people. We
know that ours is a righteous cause, and we are confident that
in our arduous struggle we shall enjoy the effective support of
all true-thinking people. The Soviet scientists are wor~ing with
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I. P. Bardin
Director of the Ins ti tu le of Metallurgy.
Member of the Academy of Sciences.

EVERYTHING FOR THE FRONT!
THE SOVIET LION-HEARTS ARE INVINCIBLE
The Red Army has gone into action in defence of our native
land against the fascist gangsters. The Soviet troops are performing miracles of valour and heroism, showing that the traditions
of Suvorov's lion-hearts, the traditions of the heroes of the Civil
War, are still alive in our people. Invincible is the might of the
Soviet lion-hearts who are battling for their country, for Stalin!
Let the fascist brigands know that their attempts to encroach
upon the sacred soil of the free Soviet people, whose numerous
nationalities stand solid and united, will inevitably be crushed.
The Soviet people cherish their country and will be able to
defend it. The enemy shall be routed!
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Czechs, Poles, Belgians, Danes, Norwegians, Frenchmen, Bulgarians, Serbs, Croatians, Montenegrins, ·Greeks, Slovaks-today
they are all the slaves of the German Nazis. Hitler is out to enslave
the world. World domination is the idee fixe of this crazed misanthrope. And slinking in his trail, avoiding battle and pouncing
upon prostrate bodies, jackal Mussolini creeps after him like a
shadow.
Jackal! This sobriquet, given him by Mr. Churchill, will enter
the annals of history as an extremely apt description of craven
Italian fascism.
The fate of Hitler and his jackal is sealed. My visits to Germany
have convinced me that brute force has shackled the individual in
that country. But the industrious German people have been ·overstrained to the breaking point; the bloodthirsty calls for more and
more annexations have become odious to them, and it is only fear
of the unrestrained Hitlerite terror that keeps the machines in the
factories and mills running.
Today the two hundred million Soviet people are repelling the
attacks of Hitler's armies preparatory to taking the offensive themselves and delivering Europe and all mankind from fascism.
"Everything for the front" is the watchword of our workers and
peasants. And it has become the watchword of the Soviet scientists
as well. The whole tenor of the nation's life is expressed in these
words. The iron and steel industry is the backbone of defence, and
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in the Institute of Metallurgy of the Academy of Sciences, of which
I am director, all work has been subordinated to the requirements
of the war.
When Hitler ventured on his mad onslaught against the Soviet
Union he evidently reckoned on the weakness characteristic of
old, tsarist Russia with its industrial backwardness and sluggish
government machine. In 1914, the tsarist government entered the
war unprepared. At that time I was working as an engineer in an
iron and steel plant in the Donetz Basin, and I remember, for instance, that we began to produce steel for shells only after we had
been at war for six months. And even then the production of shells
was organized with the greatest difficulty.
Matters are totally different today. Old, backward Russia is a
thing of the past. Tremendous progress has been made both in
quantity and quality of steel products, and no matter how many
shells our army requires the supply will never fall short. In 1914
the Russian soldier had only his bayonet against the huge German
war machine. Today the Soviet people are replying to the blows of
the German tanks with the blows of their own tanks and to the
bombs dropped from fascist planes with their own bombs. And the
Russian bayonet, inflexible as ever, finishes the work of technology.
For the purpose of more rapid mobilization and better coordination of the national war effort, a State Committee of Defence has
been set up. The entire power of state has been vested in this committee. It is headed by Stalin, and its other members are Molotov,
Voroshilov, Malenkov and Beria. These are the men whom the
people have entrusted to lead the country in the great war against
the fascist hordes.
The Soviet people and the enslaved peoples of Europe are
united by a single idea, common to all progressive mankind-the
idea of the equality of all peoples, of the right of every nation to
independence, liberty and a place in the sun, undimmed by the
lowering clouds of fascism. All those who hold the cultural heritage
of mankind dear, all those who cherish the ideals of science and
humanism, who wish to live as free men and not as slaves, must
exert their every effort towards the destruction of the rabid and

M. Kirpichev
Professor at the Molotov Power Institul<!.
Stalin Prize winner. Member of the Aca·
demy of Sciences.

WE ARE CALM AND CONFIDENT
War has been forced upon us by the perfidious enemy. He has
encroached upon the sacred borders of our socialist country. The
entire responsibility for the war thus forced on the Soviet people
falls on the German fascist rulers. The Soviet people are fully
prepared, ready for any battles and any trials. Our entire people
is calm and confident. We know that ours i a just cause and that
we shall triumph!
.
We Soviet scientists look confidently to the future. The Russian people know how to fight-the fascist rulers of German.y
are already learning that to their own cost. Each one of us is
doing his bit to build up the might of our socialist country. Each
one of us holds dear our invincible Red Army and knows beyond
any doubt that it will defeat the enemy. Each at his own post, the
scientists like the miners and the collective farmers, the weavers
and the ;ailway men, have reorganized their work along war-time
lines.
The Soviet people will utterly destroy the frenzied enemy.

dangernus enemy-G.,man fascism.~ .
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None of us doubts that Hitler's fascist army will be smashed in
this war against a nation two hundred million strong which has
risen as one man in defence of its independence. Hitler's ill-fame,
the shameful fame of a sadist, of a hangman and comedian, will
remain in the memories of the peoples who have experienced the
horrors of existence under his yoke long after he himself has met
his end.

FASCISM SPELLS SLAVERY FOR ALL NATIONS
The declarations of prominent Americans concerning their
solidarity with the Soviet Union, which has been forced into war
by German fascism, have evoked a feeling of gratitude among the
Soviet people. The Hitlerite buffoons would have the world believe
that they are defending culture against the Bolsheviks. But no one
is fooled by their hypocritical clamour. The whole civilized world
knows that fascism means war, slavery for all nations, the destruction of culture, the rape of all that has been achieved by mankind
in long centuries of labour. In the Soviet Union such representatives of German art and science as Lessing, Goethe, Heine, Marx,
Einstein are highly esteemed. German fascism, on the other hand ,
has heaped dishonour upon them and upon thousands of others.
The fascist criminals have forced this war upon us and are
waging it with bestial cruelty. Hitler, that would-be Napoleon of
the 20th centuryj planned to be in Moscow on the sixth day of
the war.
Hard were the trials which the Russian people had to bear
in the patriotic war against Napoleon. But his Russian campaign
cost him his armies and his throne. So much the worse will b e
the fate of Napoleon's present-day miserable caricature, this conqueror accustomed to wage war only against unarmed nations .
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Director of the Inslitule of. Physiology.
Member of the Academy of Sciences.

IN DEFENCE Of COUNTRY AND CULTURE
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research workers and scientists. They have witnessed the zeal of
our young scientists in conducting their work, and they have seen
for themselves what honour the scientists and leading men of all
countries and of all times enjoy in our country.
In common with the scientists of other countries, we Soviet
scientists consider ourselves heirs and guardians of the cultural
values created by mankind throughout history.
The cultural progress of the various peoples of the Soviet Union
has always been our special concern. we restore their material and
spiritual treasures and monuments. vVe join in honouring their best
thinkers, poets and scientists, and assist them in raising their cultural level, at the same time preserving and developing their own
national characteristics.
The enthusiasm that unites our people, their invincible will to
win, their profound conviction in the justice of our cause, are
a pledge of our victory.
I am convinced that in this struggle for the salvation of ow·
civilization, for the preservation of our learning, we have the sympathy of every honest human being, and that we can count on
their support.
We have one aim: to free humanity from the invasion of the
fascist barbarians, who are trying to force us back to the mo<;l.
sinister days of the Middle Ages. All who hold dear the welfare
of humanity, the cultural achievements of the ages, must unite
in the fight against this peril, which hangs like a Damocles' sword
over the whole world, including Germany itself.
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Dmitri Shostakovich
Celebrated Soviet composer. Stalin Prize
winner .
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HUMANISM :VERSUS BARBARISM
The entire civilized world was shocked to hear of the outrageous attack on the Soviet Union by 'Hitlerite fascism. In the
Soviet Union, men and women alike have risen in defence of
their country; and among those in the front ranks are the Soviet
intellectuals, bent on defending their culture, their science, their
art. Fascism is the bitterest foe of culture. "When I hear the
word cultme, I reach for my gun," is how the fascist writer Johst
put it. And fascist practice bears out this "theoretician's" dictum.
Everyone knows of the great bonfires to which the books of mankind's finest minds have been consigned in Germany. Lion Feuchtwanger, Bruno Walter, Otto Klemperer and many other leading lights in the cultural field, of whom Germany might well be
proud, have been driven out of their native land. The great German people, who have given the world such a galaxy of outstanding figures in science and art, are groaning under the iron heel
of fascism in these the most tragic days of their existence. The
French, the Danes, the Dutch, the Norwegians, the Serbs, the
Greeks, the Italians, the Austrians, the Hungarians, the Poles, the
Rumanians, the Bulgarians-all have been enslaved by Hitleritc
Germany. Wherever it goes fascism leaves its trail of destruction,
humiliation, hunger and darkness. The J ewi sh people are under·'
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Nikolai Myaskovsky
Well-known composer of orchestral music_ Professor at the Moscow Slate Conservatory. Stalin Prize winner.

We are all of us contributing our share to the defence of
country. We are all, each in his own sphere, working with ~~~
greater ~eal, and all our thoughts, all our activities, are directed
to one rum~to repulse the attack of the enemy and to deal him a
final, crushmg blow in defence of world culture
To this aim we are devoting our activities i~ our own small
field-our music and our songs.

JUSTICE IS ON OUR SIDE
The foul attack of fascist Germany on the Soviet Union, an
attack made despite existing treaties of non-aggression and friendship, has aroused indignation among all progressive-minded people, especially among people in the world of science and art.
Almost a quarter of a century has passed since our country entered on the path of progress. Guided by its keen and far-sighted
leaders, Soviet Russia has not only preserved all that was valuable
and advanced in the rich cultural heritage of the past, but has laid
- solid foundations for further progress in all spheres of science
and art.
The achievements of our science and art, particularly music,
have earned universal recognition abroad.
In this hour, when the fiendish and insidious fascists, who abhor the very word culture, have attacked my country, when our
whole land has risen in calm wrath to repulse their savage blow,
when all citizens of our country, irrespective of status, profession
or age, have united to safeguard their spiritual and material gains
-we call upon all progressive mankind and all the freedom-loving
people of America to raise their voices in defence of our country.
At the same time we declare: We are calm, for we know that
justice is on our side; we are calm, for we know our strength and
are firmly united around our government, around our Stalin .
·'

52

63

Serge P.rokofieff
Celebrated Soviet composer.

UNITE THE PROGRESSIVE FORCES OF DEMOCRACY
I have visited America eight times. At first many things about
American life seemed strange to me, but gradually I discovered
many traits in common between my country and America, a land
of wide open spaces and sweeping ranges.
In music, too, we have a great deal in common. Both in
America and in our country music is steadily developing; the
number of symphony orchestras is increasing at an extraordinary
rate, and new composers are coming to the fore all the time.
We see an entirely different pi.c ture in present-day Germany.
This country, which produced so many great composers in the
past, has not added a single namf! worth mentioning during the
past eight years. Does this mean that the German people have
suddenly lost their creative powers? Of course not. It simply
means that "the climate has become unfavourable" in Germany.
Art cannot flourish in a country where science is clamped in a
vise and employed only for venal and destructive ends.
Today all the citizens of my country have risen with arms
in hand to defend their land against the Nazi invasion. Workers,
peasants, scientists, writers and composers are fighting side by
side in the ranks of the Red Army. Those who cannot fight in
the front lines are enlisting in the Popular Guard and will defend
·'
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the country from enemy parachutists dropped behind the lines.
Those whose eyesight is too poor to allow them to shoot are volunteering for the work of digging trenches.
We were glad to read the cabled greetings of the American
Artists' Union, signed by Rockwell Kent.
My de~r. friends, American art workers, this is not only our
?ght, but It ~s yours and that of the whole of progressive human~ty. As Pre~Ident ~oosevelt rightly said in his speech on July 4,
if human liberty IS suppressed in all other countries it cannot
survive in America either. And therefore we must all come to
its defence-and that at once.
Nobody in our country believes in the invincibility of Hitler's
army. The reason why he has so far scored successes is that
each of the democratic countries has had to fight him singlehanded. O~e of the methods employed by Hitler's agents, a method
more terrible perhaps than the creation of a Fifth Column
within the country, is the attempts to disunite the democratic
countries, to sow discord among them. But today everyone sees
through this design. Our · reply to it must be to unite all the
progressive forces of democracy.

•
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Reinhold Gliere
Prominent Soviet composer. Author of the
ballet "The Red Poppy." People's Artist
of the U.S.S.R.

THE RED ARMY IS THE DEFENDER OF CULTURE

I,. for instance, have commenced a symphonic poem in the
heroic style, based on a text by Vladimir Mayakovsky, that great
poet of our age.
- We Soviet intellectuals continue our work unperturbed fully
c~nfident_ that.our .Red Army, the defender of the world's c~lture,
will emer ?e victorious from the battle against the sinister forces
of barbarism and obscurantism.
As yet, we serve our army with our art. But at the first call
~.f our com:itry we are ready to lay aside our music and take up
rifles, fightmg shoulder to shoulder witl1 our comrades in the
ranks.
The enemy w~o is now attacking my country is your enemy
as well as ours-is the enemy of all progressive humanity.
And so I call upon you, my colleagues, to unite with us to
stamp out this brown plague forever.

q.fA ·

My words are addressed to my colleagues, the composers of
music, to orchestra conductors and other members of the musical
fraternity.
In this grim hour, when the bestial fascist hordes are attacking
my country, we Soviet composers, in common with the whole
Soviet people, are devoting all our energies to rendering assistance
to the Red Army in its fight against the savage enemy. All our
work, like that of the whole country, has been reorganized to pro ·
mote the war effort.
Many composers, including Muradeli, Khachaturyan, Myaskovsky, Shaporin, have already written new war songs. I myself
have contributed a marching song, Tliafs tlie End of Hitler.
In writing these songs, we feel that we are forging weapons
for "the boys at the front, weapons that will help them to fight
and win. At the same time, we are also preparing larger works,
such as symphonic poems, cantatas and operas.
In the past few years Soviet composers have written quite a
number of musical works on historical themes (Shaporin's
cantata On Kulikovo Field and a cantata by Prokofieff entitled
Alexander Nevsky). Today we take our themes from contemporary life.
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V. I. Nemirovich-Danchenko
Co-founder with Stanislavsky and Art Director of the Moscow Art Theatre. People's
Artist of the U.S.S .R.

emotions stirred the audience--elation and wrath: an elation at
the profound beauty of the truth which pervaded our leader's
sp_eech, and wrath at the brutal and piratical attempt to destroy
tlus truth.

THE ENSLAVEMENT OF NATIONS IS A CRIME
Art is the most striking means of expressing the genius of a
people. In it more than in any other sphere of human progress are
revealed all the qualities of a people's talent and culture.
Every nation has a right to its own art, its own culture, its
own independent existence, and there is no crime more heinous
than for the ruling clique of one nation to enslave another nation
for its own selfish ends.
We esteem and cherish the achievements of the German people
and their great men, but that does not mean that the Hitler rabble
has the right to set itself up above the nations that have produced
Shakespeare, Byron, Dickens, Balzac, Hugo, Ibsen, Tolstoy, Pushkin, Chekhov and Gorky, above the bearers of the great Hellenic
culture and the so-called little nations, which have likewise produced their geniuses. Dostoyevsky has written that a Russian feels
himself a Frenchman in the Louvre and an Italian before the
Sistine Madonna, without once losing his own national genius.
· We men of Soviet art, who stand for peaceful progress for the
great fraternity of mankind, are devoted to our system of government b~cause it ensures the utmost freedom and culture to all
the peoples of the U.S.S.R.
At one of our recent meetings, at which Stalin's speech was
r ead, it was easy to see how deep this devotion is. Two profound
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0. L. Knipper-Chekhova
One of the leading actresses of the Moscow Art Theatre. People's Artist of the
U.S.S.R.

live of profession, age and status-is imbued with the spirit of
readiness and determination. We are well aware of the physical
power of the enemy who has hurled his forces against us. But
never for a moment do we ' waver in our calm assurance that
truth and right, humanity and culture will triumph.
We actors and actresses are now rehearsing our current repertory, as well as new plays planned for presentation in our theatre.
Every day our actors and actresses perform at the mobilization
centres for the men leaving for the front. Thus we do our bit to
raise the people's spirit of resistance, hammering out the spiritual
weapon that will bring victory.
We are ever calm and confident, for we know the great
power of our army, the resolution and the invincible spirit of the
leaders of our people.

WE ARE FORGING A SPIRITUAL WEAPON
Many years ago, at the very dawn of my career, I appeared
on the .stage of my Alma Mater, the Moscow Art Theatre, in the
immortal plays of Anton Chekhov. The heroes of these plays
were Russian intellectuals who dreamed of a happier future for
their country. Vershinin in The T Jiree Sisters-played in those
days by K. S. Stanislavsky-declared:
'~In two or three hundred years, perhaps even in a thousandthe date does not matter-a new life will begin, a life of happiness. We shall not see that life, of course. But it is for its sake
that we live, work and suffer; it is we who are creating it-and
that is the sole purpose of our existence, our very happiness, if
you like."
Vershinin expressed the thoughts and feelillgs of all the Russian intellectuals of that day who suffered and dreamed of a
better life for their country. We, living in the Soviet epoch, have
seen Vershinin's dreams of happiness for the Russian people
come true.
Today a perfidious and ruthless enemy is attempting to destroy our happiness, our freedom, our peaceful work.
The days we are now· living through will remain indelible, a
landmark in our lives. Every one of us Soviet citizens-irrespec-
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V. I. Kachalov
One of the leading actors of the Moscow
Art Theatre. People's Artist of the U.S.S.R.

and staged the plays of Chekhov and Ostrovsky; we have performed Shakespeare, Moliere and Goldoni.
Today we, the actors of the Moscow Art Theatre, declare in the
na~e of all that is sacred to the human race that the viper of
Nazism must be crushed and a repetition of its wanton brutality
be made impossible.
I address myself to stage directors and actors, to connoisseurs
and lovers of art. All out to fight the Nazi danoer
all out to de0
fend civilization!
'
Shakespeare makes the great republican Brutus say of the assassination of the tyrant Caesar:
"As fire drives out fire, so pity pity."

HAIL THE SUN, AND LET THE DARKNESS VANISH!
The peoples of the world are joining forces to defeat the Nazi
gang which has become a menace not merely to culture and art,
civilization and progress, but to the very existence of humankind.
I am sure that in this struggle the sympathies of American in·
tellectuals are on our side.
The first representative of the Soviet stage to make an appearance before the American public was the Moscow Art Theatre,
which visited America in 1922. I had the honour to be one of that
troupe.
Since that time our Soviet culture, and with it the Moscow Art
Theatre, has advanced with seven-league strides. Our theatre has
renewed Chekhov's poetic plays, his Uncle Vanya and The Three
Sisters; we have staged the severe and courageous novels of Leo
Tolstoy, with their terrible revelations of Russian life in the past,
and have added more of Gorky's plays to our repertory.
And finally, present-day Soviet life has swept onto our boards
with refreshing newness a number of highly interesting productions. We have begun to show the new Russia as portrayed in the
plays of K. Trenyev, A. Korneichuk, and Vsevolod Ivanov. Our
stage has _always drawn its inspiration from the great men of
Russian and world literature. We have presented dramatized
versions of the novels of Dostoyevsky as well as of Leo Tolstoy,
·'

Force can be defeated only by force. The valiant armies of my
country :ire fighting against Hitler, the arch-fiend of humanity.
In this fateful hour we actors of Soviet Russia are with our
Red Army heart and soul. All our energies are directed toward the
achievement of victory. The fight our people are waging is no
easy one, but we are confident of final victory.
And we declare, with our sreat poet Pushkin,
"Hail the sun!
And let the darkness vanish!"
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Prima Donna irt the Bolshoi Theatre
(State Opera House) . People's Artist of ·t he
U.S.S.R. Stalin Prize winner. Member of
the Supreme Soviet of the R.S.F.S.R.

SOVIET MUSICIANS AID THE FRONT
In the hour when the brutalized Nazis, keeping more than half
of Europe under·their heel, have attacked our beloved country, the
duty of every Soviet art worker is perfectly simple and clear: to
devote his whole energy, talent and skill to the defence of his native land. All Soviet musicians now feel it their one and only task
to come to the aid of the front, to assist our heroic army in the
defence of the· Soviet land. We Soviet actors and singers contributed our bit to the national defence even before the outbreak of the
war. We gave hundreds and thousands of con~ert~ to Red :'-rmy
men and their commanders. Over and above this direct service to
the army, the patriotism of Soviet art workers expressed itself in
art that inspired the people in their national eiTort.
Two years ago the Bolshoi Theatre of Moscow staged a new
presentation of Glinka's opera Ivan Susanin, imbuing this old clas·
sic with the spirit of present-day patriotism. In this opera I sing
the part of Antonida, a Russian girl whose heroism helped to save
her native land. In my rendition of this part I strive to inspire the
audience with the patriotic fervour which she displays in her devo ·
ti on to her country.
Today, when our army is stoutly defending the Soviet land,
every one of us is deeply conscious of the fact that in defending
the Soviet Union he defends not only his native land, not only his
·'
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and ;11ome, but. Beetho:en and Tschaikowsky, Mozart and
Liszt, Chopm and Grieg, agamst the barbarians of the twentieth
century, against Hitler's Nazi hordes. Our pianists and violinists
are known abroad from their performances in the Chopin and
Ysa~e contests; the love and. respect of our musicians for the great
musical works of the past is coupled with a deep understandina
of. these works and the ability to render and interpret them. And
tlus ~ery love of and devotion to the great musical culture of the
past impels the Soviet musicians and actors to follow the one and
onl~ possible line of action, the line that will result in the rout of
fascism.
The productions of our composers-Shostakovich and Myaskovsky, Prokofieff and Gliere-are widely known abroad. Their
works express in music the sentiments and ideals of the Soviet
peo~le. The Soviet musicians are going to the front to defend the
musical culture of their country.
We women and older folk of the theatre and the realm of art
are also faced with a tremendous and important task. We glean
splendid material for our concerts from the patriotic works of the
great Russia,n con:iposers of the past-Borodin's Prince Igor,
Mo~ssorgsky s Eons Godunov, Glinka's Ivan Susanin. The antifascist songs '.ind the war music of the Soviet composers as well
a~ .the folk songs of the many peoples of our country call Soviet
citizens to battle.
The Soviet actor is fighting in defence of his native land in
defence of ~onour and liberty, culture and civilization. He h~lps
to defend. his country by fostering the fighting spirit of the Red
Army and shouldering a gun himself when called upon to do so.
Art workers of America, let us join forces in the fight a 0aainst
the mon~ter of Nazism.
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Our very first efforts were received with understanding and
respect. This was true of Armoured Crui.ser Potemkin, Mother,
Earth and of other of our silent films . It was true of our sound
films, such as Clwpayev, the series on Lenin, and Peter I. It ·was
also true of our anti-fascist films, Alexander Nevsky, Slzclwrs,
Professor Mamloclc and Rubber Truncheon.
For our part, we hailed such American film s as Confessions of
a Nazi Spy and The Dictator, the latter of which, it is true, we as
yet know only from press reports. The unique productions of ·walt
Disney invariably evoke the admiration of our moving picture
public. John Ford and that inseparable pair, Frank Capra and
Riskin, whom, together with Chaplin and Disney, I take th is
opportunity of greeting, are extremely popular with everyone
connected with Soviet motion picture art.
Clark Gable, Gary Cooper and particularly Henry Fonda,
whose vivid portrait of Abraham Lincoln will long be r membered, Wallace Beery, Bette Davis, Myrna Loy, Katharine Hepburn, Alice Faye, Judy Garland, Mickey Rooney and James Cagney
never fail to rouse admiration in our country.
All this is further proof of the intrinsic kinship of the two
nations.
Little wonder, therefore, that in these grim days when m::tn··
kind's finest representatives are combating the enemy of all that is
great, noble and humane, the American people and the Russian
people should have ranged themselves on the same side and taken
their stand on a relentless struggle against fascism.
The Russian people have already launched into heroic combat
with this evil and are inflicting telling blows on it.
I do not for .a moment doubt that the American people, in
alliance with the best representatives of humanity everywhere, will
do their share in bringing about the annihilation of the monster
that goes by the n,ame of fascism.
Progressive artists both in America and in the U.S.S.R. cannot
remain indifferent at the sight of the barbarity and bloodshed
which fascism has brought on Europe and the adjacent continents.
And the time is not far off when our fraternity as artists will
give place to the fraternity of fighters waging a joint struggle_for
the lofty ideals of liberty and patriotism ; ideals taught to all Ameri cans by Lincoln and which we are constantly taught by Staiin.
6;'1 .
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M. Romm
Cinema director. Producer of Lenin in
October and Lenin in 1918. Stalin Prize
winner.

WE ARE ALL AT OUR POSTS
Though many of the friends to whom I now address myself
live thousands of miles away, I am happy to speak to them today,
for we intellectuals of different countries now find ourselves in
the same camp.
The blood-stained hand of the fascists bas been raised against
my country. Those most vicious enemies of mankind, the enem·
ies of culture, the barbarians who have burnt the finest books
and destroyed, houncled out, and incarcerated scientists, writers,
and artists-these vandals are trying to spread their terrible
plague over all Emope, are trying to cast us back into the Middle
Ages, into the darkest days ever experienced by mankind.
But they will never succeed! Light must and will conquer darkness I Fascism will be destroyed I
I am proud to be a citizen of my great country, of the great
Union which is destined-of that I am confident-to wipe the
fascist plague from the face of the earth.
All Soviet intellectuals have joined heart and soul in the common cause for defence of the country.
The painter at his easel, the musician at his score, the cinema
director by his camera-each in his field is giving his best to
produce art that will serve in the arming and the defence of our
country.

.69
·'

68

1 t d A Dream the film I was

.

As for myself, I have just comp e e ber of shorts portraying
<1
n and have now begun a num
wo1kmo o '
.
. . fervour in our country.
.
fh e overwhelmmg patriotic.
.
roducers are engrossed n1
: All the outstanding So~1et c1~e1~al p In the Moscow Film Stu. t.
d anti-fascist i1 ms.
.
d
military, patn~ ic, .an
er r1ei Eisenstein. In the Lenm.gra
dio this work is directed. by S o. b err1 V. P etrov, the Vass1lyev
film S tu dio, Ermlcr, ~{ozmtsev, Tr~u ·d o~ work on films of this
brother s, and Yutkev1ch are also laI a
•• •

type.
.
. one of confidence and cheerfulThe spirit in the stu.d10s is burning desire to do our duty to
J).ess, of trem en dous ene1gy and a
. ur b eloved country.
B t every one of us is r eady
1
11 t our cameras. u
t
Today we are a a
nt1·y' s first call to change
1
ent at our cou
'
~nd eager , at any mom . '
. h and a gainst the enemy.
~nto khaki and march with ~rms;e:r <colleagues. I am happy to
I am happy to greet y~u, dmyt 11 my colleagues abroad who
express m y profo und or1rahtu e o a. t fascism send us messages.
.
d
f decisive battle agams
.
i·d ··t of wishes for our victory.
m these ays o
of sympathy, of so i any,

,\
I.

."

I. Papanin
Head of the famous North
Expedition (1937 ). Chief of
Sea Roule Administration .
Sovi et Union . Member of
Soviet of t1rn U.S.S.R.

Pole Drifting
the orbhern
H ero of the
the Supreme

THE NAME OF HITLER IS ANATHEMA
The fascist gangsters have attacked the peaceful towns and
villages of our beloved country.
This war has been thrust upon us not by the German people,
but by the mortal enemy of all peoples, the vile hangman Hitler
and his bloodthirsty fascist pack.
Hitler-that hateful name is anathema tized by all the peoples
of the world, by all of progressive humanity.
Every h eart seethes with anger against the bloodthirsty fascist
bandits who have condemned the German people to untold suffering, who have enslaved the French, the Czechs, the Poles, the Serbs.
and other peoples.
The fascist barbarians will never succeed in enslaving our
free Soviet nation.
The two hundred million people of the Soviet Union are
ardently devoted to their country and are well able to defend it.
Our valiant and glorious Red Army and Navy, our fearless pilots
and tank crews are already dealing the arrogant enemy crushing
blows .
The working people of our country are devoting all th eir efforts to keep our industry, our transport, every branch of our national economy, running at full capacity, to multiply the defensive power of our country.
71'
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e to the front are reHusbands and brothers who h ave gon.
•
· b their wives and sisters.
placed i_n the facton~s y
red to fi ht to the death at the fron~.
Every one of us is pre~a . the f~ctories will labour indefah·
And those of us w~o ~emti~ m tl e defence of our beloved coungably and self-sacnricmg y or l

Ernst Krenkel
Radio operator. Member of the orth Pole
Drifting Expedition (1937). Hero of the
Soviet Union. Member of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.
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WE ARE FACED BY A COMMON ENEMY
At this hour when the bestial fascist bandit hordes have invaded our sacred Soviet land, I address myself to the people of
science, literature and art, to all those whose sympathies are with
our nation, now fighting manfp.lly to defend its liberty, independence, honour.
My words are addressed to my colleagues, the fearless polar
explorers Sir Hubert Wilkins, Vilhjalmur Stefansson, Richard
Byrd, to the members of the American Explorers' Club. I address
myself to all those whQ; four years ago, in the long polar nights,
followed the radio call signals of the Soviet North Pole Drifting
Expedition.
When the four of us-Papanin, Shirshov, Fyodorov, and
myself-were drifting on our ice floe in the Arctic, our station maintained almost daily two-way contact with numerous radio fans
throughout the world, with people in various professions and walks
of life. We talked with a clerk in San Francisco, with a salesman
in a large department store in New York, with farmers in Florida and California, with workers in Detroit and Chicago.
They all took the keenest ii;i.terest in our successes, achievements, discoveries. Some wanted to know whether we were not
endangered by jamming of the ice and whether we had sufficient
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food supplies, others were simply anxious about our health and
wished us a safe return to the mainland.
In these brief and touching messages we felt an expres ion
of friendly feeling not just for us four So;iet ex~lorers standii~g
watch in the Arctic, but for the whole Soviet nat10n, for the millions of Soviet citizens who have transformed their country, for
those who have built new factories, erected cities, laid roads and
canals, cultivated the fields and orchards, and for those who have
advanced science along the road of progress.
To my mind, today, when we are faced with a common enemyfascism, and with a common cause--its destruction, the mutual
sympathies of nations will grow even stronger.
.
. ..
There is nothing more despicable for progressive, civ1hzed
mankind than fasci~m. Fascism brings death to millions of peaceful and freedom-loving men and women. Fascism tramples under
its bloody feet the fruits of the culture and civiliz~tion of the
ages; fascism burns the immortal works of great tlunkers of all
times and nations in its auto-da-fes.
Fascism must be destroyed!-this call has swept through the
whole Soviet land, from the Black Sea to the White, from the
Baltic to the Pacific Ocean.
And it is not alone for their native land and peaceful labour,
for their fathers, mothers, wives and children, for their liberty,
that the Red Army, the fearless Soviet infantry men, tank crews,
ounners and fliers, are battling. They have risen in defence of
0
all human cultm·e, civilization and progress.
.
. ,
Fascism shall be destroyed! Ours is a just cause;· we will Wllli
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M. Slepnev
Well-known Soviet airman. Hero of the
Soviet Union.

INTO B.A TTLE FOR THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PROGRESS
OF CULTURE
I am le~vin~ for the front. Today I walked along the busy streets
<Of m~ native city of Moscow and looked at everything about me
especially keenly-as always happens before going on a journey.
A veteran workman is coming in my direction. He is tired, but
he walks with a buoyant gait. He has today probably ground twice
the number of machine parts called for by the regular standards
of output. He knows that his work will aid the defenders of his
country.
. There, a _fine, h~althy ?'oung woman is looking at the people
about her with an air of pride. Most likely today she has taken her
brother's place at a lathe--while he has gone off to the warproudly conscious of the fact that she is being of use to her country.
Office and factory workers, men and women, young and old,
pass me
by. And in their faces I see eaoerness
and tenacity ' con.
0
centrat10n, resolve, consciousness of their duty, confidence in themselves and their fellows. Wrathful and re olute, courageous and
calm, the whole Soviet people have risen to a man for the sacred
patriotic war against fascism.
'
The Hitlerite clique imposing their will on Germany have
treacherously attacked the Soviet Union. So much the worse for
them. They are_ digging their own grave.
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All who stand for progress and the advancement of humanity
support the patriotic war of the Soviet people against the fascist
cutthroats. I know that quite a number of scientists have already
declared their sympathy with the selfless struggle our country is
waging against the enemy of mankind. But even before I heard of
this, I had no doubt of the sympathy for our country in the two
Americas.
Soviet airmen have always found a warm friendly welcome in
America. Shestakov, the first Soviet flier to visit the United States.
was hospitably received fifteen years ago, as were Chkalov and
our other pilots who blazed the trail to America via the North Pole.
We have shown the Americans the same hospitality. The wonderful skill of Howard Hughes, Wiley Post and other American fliers
has been duly appreciated in our country. As far as we could we
helped them in their round-the-world flights.

the ~o~iet people. My strength, the strength of every fighter, is
multiplied tenfold at this moment.
. In farewell I say to my native Moscow, to the whole world. man
kmd must be delivered from the brown plague of fascism. ·
-

In the winter of 1929-30, at the order of the Soviet Government.
I took part in the search for the courageous airmen who had been
lost in the Arctic-Colonel Ben Eilson of the American Service,
and his mechanic, Lieutenant Earl Bohrland. Together with thcAmerican fliers Mr. Dorband and Joe Crossen, and Captain Pat
Reed, the Canadian, we braved the elements in cold Chukotka and
in no less rigorous Alaska. The courage of the American airmen,
the cordial welcome I received in Fairbanks when I brought thcbodies of the lost heroes there, created an indelible impression in
my mind.
The friendship between the Soviet and American airmen grew
even closer in 1934, during the joint rescue from the Arctic ice of
the crew and scientific personnel of the wrecked· CJ1elyuskin. Mr.
Lebry and Mr. Armstedt, who worked as mechanics on the planes
piloted by Levanevsky and myself, showed their skill and courage
at that time. Our government awarded them the highest token of
distinction in our country-the Order o'f Lenin .

.

We have been doing a lot of work. In the last few years I have
carried out a number of scientific assignments. Now I am going to
take the controls of a fighting plane, to do battle with the enemies
of my country, the enemies of world culture . .
The title of Hero of the Soviet Union was bestowed upon me
for saving the lives of a few people. Now, like my comrades, I
am going to fight for the benefit of all our people, for our families,
for the safety of our cities and villages, for the culture created by
76
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Nikolai Polikarpov
Leading Soviet aircraft design er. Stalin
Prize winner. Hero of Socialist Labour.

agains_t barbarism. \Ve stand for the happiness of peoples, against
brutality ~nd oppression. We stand for our liberty and independence, agamst the arrogant plunderers.
The Soviet p~ople are united as never before. We are guided
by ~ne ~ow~rful impulse: to crush the despicable Hitlerite clique.
0?-1 wo1ke1s, office employees and technicians are all workina
with unpar~lleled enthusiasm, performing miraculous feats of
la~our her~~sm. The two hundr~d million Soviet people have
w~ athfull:y usen as one man. Fascism will be annihilated; fascism
will be wiped from the face of the earth.

WE ARE READY FOR W .AR
Like the robber band they are, the fascist rulers of Germany
have attacked the peaceful towns of the Soviet Union. We did not
want this war, but we are ready for it. One of our popular songs
runs:
" We're a peaceful people, but always ready on the siding
stands our armotU"ed train." And it is not only our armoured trains
that stand ready.
The formidable might and strength of our arms have been
tested before, on more than one occasion. In the present war the
very first engagements that followed the enemy's sudden attack
on our country provided fresh proof of the valour of our Red Army
and the excellent quality of its arms and equipment.
We designers of armaments are proud and happy to be able
to say at this moment:
Yes, our army has airplanes and tanks of a quality that will
help our men to smash the enemy; yes, our army has guns that
can pierce any armotU".
And the chief pledge of our victory is our warriors, our Red
Army men, the Soviet patriots who are well able to handle their
formidable arms, who are filled with enthusiasm, and eager to
fight the enemy.
\Ve know what we are fighting for. We stand for civilization,
·'
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Alexey Stakhanow
Initiator of llhe famous Stakhanov movement for hi.giber labour productivity. Member of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S .S.R.

~iency, to do everything they can to surpass output standards and
urn out as much coal and ore as the country needs.
The country has mobilized on both the milit
d h
f· t I
·
ary an t e labour
rnn_. n.mme and factory all of us, fighters in the army of labour
~re mspired by ~s great a feeling of responsibility as the Red
rmy men show m the firing lines.
We will triumph ,_we k1~ow it, whatever the ordeal before us.
The
. I1 t , om· will
. to
· earnest of. our victory is our strength and m1g
wm, our readiness to fight the enemy until he is smashed.

EVERY TON ,. OF COAL AND METAL IS A BLOW AT
THE ENEMY
The Soviet people have greatly honoured me in giving my
name to the movement of the foremost men and women of industry.
Stakhanovites are people who turn out several times more
products th:,m the standard calls for; they are people who know
h ow to get the maxinmm out of modern machinery; they are people for whom labour is not a humdrum job, but creative endeavour.
A great honour means, above all else, great responsibility to
one's people, to one's country. Nowadays, in the time of our
Great Patriotic War for peace and culture, this responsibility is
greater than ever.
Every carload of coal, every ton of metal, every tank of oil,
is one blow more at the overweening enemy, is a new contribution
to the struggle for culture and progress.
The stress of war demands of each one of us that we-Perfect methods of work, rationalize labour processes, so as
to produce still more for the front I
The ranks of the Stakhanovites are multiplying. The women
who are going down into the mines to take the places of husbands
called to the front are winning honours in the Stakbanovite
watch. They have undertaken to work with the maximum effi-
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Boris lofan
Member of the Academy of Architecture.
Designer of the Soviet pavilion at the Paris
International Exposition (1937 ). Stalin Prize
winner.
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FASCISM BRINGS FAMINE AND SL.A VERY
Wherever the fascist plunderers tread, they sow death and destruction, bring famine and slavery. They have invaded and occupied most of the European states, and in each of them are stamping out culture and making a farce of national independence and
popular liberty, so dear to the hearls of all.
Fascism showed its true face at the Paris International Exposition in 1937, where the pavilion of Hitler Germany displayed its
dismal emblems, the axe and the swastika cross.
In 1939 the German fascists did not have the courage of their
convictions, dared not reveal their bestial, man-enslaving soul to
the freedom-loving American people who thronged the New York
World's Fair.
The Soviet Union at that time gladly accepted the hospitality
of the United States, and its pavilion was greatly instrumental in
acquainting the American people with the achievements of the
Soviets in the fields of art, science, technolo gy and economics.
For many years the peoples of the Soviet Union have bent every
effort towards the further development of the country and the
consolidation of peace.
Peace has been disturbed through no fault of ours!
We all know full well that the Soviet Union is not the only
object of fascist aggression. The freedom of all mankind is jeopardized.
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A. Gerasimov
Vera M ukhina
Sculptress. Author of the ';ell-kn?~vn sculp:
lure s urmountin g th e .Soviet pav1l1on at the
Paris Interna tional Exposition (1937).

Painler. Artist of Meril of lhe R.S.F.S.R.
Stalin Prize \\ri nner.
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WE ARTISTS ARE DOING OUR BIT
WE MUST FIGHT WITH EVERY FORCE AT OUR
DISPOSAL
. F
.
destroys not only lives and material wealth, but the
asc1sm
.
tl d k aaes
very idea of progress, forcing the peoples back mto 1e
o. 1
of barbarism. We must fight with every means and, every o1ce a
our disposal to preserve the cultural achievements of our young

3: .

Republic.
.
h' h
e now
I am convinced that the great patriotic war w ic we ar
waging will bring liberation to the peoples of Europe ens;aved ?Y
Hitler and will usher in a new and splendid cultura renaissance 'throughout the world. vVe must pr_otect and safe.guard the
~ultural achievements we have already gamed, and the ~ oots from
It ·s our function to pre ·
which these achievements have sprung.
l
.
l f r ht and
serve culture and to help bring about the tnump 1 o. ig
progress over the dark force_s of fasci sm. This is the pnme duty of
the artist. Let u s be true to 1tl

For centuries Germany was known as "a land of thinkers and
poets."
She gave the world such men as Lessing and Goethe, Bach
and Beethoven, Kant and Hegel, Heine and Schiller, Helmholtz
and Einstein.
Industrious and cultured, the German people cherish sciencl'
and art, and hold the world's great thinkers in high esteem.
But with the beginning of 1933 terrible days set in for Germany. Power passed into the hands of a band of obscurantists,
dolts and pogrom makers, bent on destroying culture and civilization.
They have cast the German people into poverty and bondage,
have revived the horrors ·of the Middle Ages, have deprived the
German people of their own thinkers and poets.
The finest people of Germany as well as of the countries overrun by German troops, men whose names are the pride of 1E uropean culture, have been compelled to flee the persecutions of
Hitler.
These vandals, cannibals of the twentieth century, have made
a mockery of the age-old culture of peace-loving peoples, have
burnt and defiled the finest works of poets, painters and sculptors, have destroyed museums and art galleries.
In the ancient city of Cracow, now occupied by the fascist
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conquistadores, the statue of Adam Mickiewicz, bard of the Polish people, was smashed with iron crowbars.
There is only one resort against fascist vandalism: a fight to
its final destruction.
The grim and fateful hour has arrived. The Soviet people
are giving a crushing rebuff to the enemy that bas brazenly violated our borders and encroached on om· free and peaceful life.
The Soviet artists stand, together with the whole people, in
defence of that which is dearest, most precious, and most bcloved--our native land.
The Union of Soviet Artists has reorganized its activities on
a wartime basis. Our art is contributing to the war effort of our
people.
The Soviet arti ts arc now concentrating their energies on the
most mobile and mo t broadly effective forms of art, devoting
brush and pen to the burning topics of the present day.
I am referring to such sharp and telling forms of art as posters, satirical drawings and prints, caustic cartoons of the enemy,
slogans-forms tried and tested by our artists in the days of the
Civil War. To this end the Artists' Union has rallied all its forces
-painters, graphic artists, decorators, sculptors. Om· first fighting posters have appeared at the front, and are displayed in the
streets of our cities.
In collaboration with writers and poets, the artists of Moscow
and Leningrad are producing satirical drawings for the "Tass
Windows," a special form of caricature graphic-bulletin invented
by Vladimir Mayakovsky in the days of the Civil War.
We are putting out illustrations for periodicals and for the
Red Army front-line newspapers. Our works on military and antifascist themes have already appeared at exhibitions, on the central squru·es of the cities, in railroad and subway stations, in prop·
aganda centres and recruiting stations, and at the front.
The Soviet artists are imbued with a high patriotic fervom.
We firmly believe in the final victory of our Soviet people,
so heroically defending honour, independence, liberty.

•'
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PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE IN THE U.S.A.,
ENGLAND AND FRANCE
OPPOSE HITLERISM

Theodore Dreiser
Well-kn own American a uth or ..

RUSSIA'S CAUSE IS TRUE DEMOCRACY'S CAUSE
Nothing is as important for liberal, democratic America as the
success of Russia in the fight against Hitler. Russia's cause is true
democracy's cause, always and everywhere, for Russia has done
more already for the common man than any country recorded
in history.

.•
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Ales Hrdlicka
Leading American anthropologist.

Upton Sinclair
Well-known American aulhor.
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THE FASCISTS ARE OUTLAW BEASTS OF PREY

WE MUST UNITE TO CRUSH NAZISM

I have seen your youth and therefore have the utmost confidence regarding the ultimate outcome. But why must all this
have been imposed upon them and upon the rest of your good
people? I believe that the attack is based on the envy, piracy,
growing fear and desperation of the outlaw beasts of prey'. Only
counterforce and destruction can affect them. May they soon suffer it, and to the utmost .

. I am sure every Russian who believes in justice and freedom
will fight to his last breath against the German invasion. I hope
my country will soon do its full part in helping to crush Nazism.
The recent developments will lead to a better understanding between the American and Soviet peoples. The Soviet Union the
British Commonwealth and the American Republics must ~te
to crush this worst menace of all history and must then form a
federal union of peoples pledged for all time to establish and
maintain social justice, and freedom upon this earth.
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J. B. S. Haldane
Well-known biologist. Professor of ~ene
lics at the University of London. President
of the Genelical Society of Great ·B ritain.
Prominent public figure.

H. G. Wells
Well-known English author.

YOUR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT
The Red Army, Air Force and ,Fleet will decide whether. ~ci
ence is to be used for all humanity or for a few robbers. The British
scientists and colleaoues
who escaped from Nazi tyranny under0
stand th~t your fight is our fight and are confident of the victory
of the Soviet forces supported by Soviet science.
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THE LAST OF HITLER'S BLOOD-SOAKED CONVULSIONS
This assault on Russia is the latest and perhaps the last of
Hitler's blood-soaked convulsions. It has taken us all, except apparently Russia, by surprise. They had considered it a possibility.
We had no idea six weeks ago that he was going to make this
attack. Neither had he. Russia has no financiers and no aristocracy. There seem to be no Hessites and no Mosleyites there. For the
first time he has thrown himself against something solid right
through. After the Germans turned on Poland, Russia had the elementary common sense to advance her frontiers by dividing Poland so that instead of the Germans occupying airports up to
within striking distance of her own country she is now nearer to
bomb Berlin. The British government never thought of bombing
Berlin until the Germans were in striking distance of London. Befor e you ·b lame Russia for pushing her air frontier up to the Curzon line, walk about London for a while and think. When I found
people in America inclined to be sentimentally indignant about
Russia's attacks on brave little blue-swastika Finland, I used to
ask them how they would feel if some gallant little nation were
entrenched on Staten Island and out of pure love of peace and
freedom had made an immensely powerful fortified line with
great batteries commanding the Narrows and capable of smashing
up New York and sinking every ship in the harbour at any time
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Vilhjalmur Stefansson
Celebrated Polar explorer. Author of a
number of books on the Arctic and Ant·
arctic

THE NECESSITY OF COOPERATING WITH RUSSIA
Germany's attack on the Soviet Union is not surprising because the basic principles and policies of the Soviet Union and
Nazi Germany are so completely contradictory. Hitler has always
violated his promises and therefore I expected that some day he
would violate the Soviet pact. Although the Soviet Union is a
socialist country and the United States is a capitalist country,
I consider the Soviet Union fundamentally democratic and the
United States part capitalism part democracy. Therefore the
democratic Americans feel much closer to the Soviet Union than
to anti-democratic Nazi Germany. Americans who put democracy
above capitalism will heartily approve President Roosevelt's declaration assuring all possible aid to the Soviet Union. Perhaps
even some capitalists will understand the necessity and advantage
of cooperating with Russia, who is bravely fighting our enemy
and whose foreign policy has never conflicted with that of the
United States.
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Lion Feuchtwanger
\Veil-known anti-fascist author.

D. N. Pritt
~e~-k;1.own English lawyer and Member
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IT IS ALL UP WITH THE NAZIS
Great as was our indignation at the attack of the Nazis upon
the Soviet people, it was matched by the satisfaction and hope
which filled our hearts. For we know that the folly of this at tack is even greater than its treachery. In their megalomania the
Nazis have now challenged adversaries who are superior to· them
in numbers, confidence in their cause and unity. It is all up now
with the Nazis. For us here, in the United States, this war has
fortunately had a clarifying effect. Hitler's friends and the enemies of the Soviet Union tried to make the Americans believe that
the Soviet people and the Nazis were birds of a feather, both
pursuing the same aims. Now the bottom has been knocked out
of all such "information." Americans are not always as quick to
catch on as is supposed in Moscow. On the other hand, once the
Americans tackle a thing they make a thorough job of it, and when
the new situation has been fully grasped they will contribute still more effective weapons for the extermination of the
Nazi pest. This war may very likely be attended by great hard·
ships and individual reverses. But we who know the Soviet people are certain that under the guidance of its strong and wise leader i:i.nd in cooperation with the two great Anglo-Saxon peoples,
it will render the Nazis innocuous forever.

-·
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO CLOSEST COLLABORATION
Friendliest greetings and s m
h
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Heinrich Mann
Well-known anti-fascist author.

Jules Romains
\Vell -knowa French author .

HITLER'S DEFEAT IS CERTAIN
The German assault upon the Soviet Union has removed the
last doubt as to who the common foe is. It has become impossible to straddle the fence any longer. One more pact of non-aggression has been broken, this time for the desperat~ need of
grain and oil. With brazen insolence Hitler has called upon Europe
to wage a crusade against the Land of the Soviets because his
marauding bands have already despoiled the rest of the continent.
I am certain that yo u foresaw this attack upon your country. I
for my part always felt that it wa coming. Anyone who took Hitler's ideological theories seriously, such as lus ranting against the
plutocrats, will ;now know better. My heart goes out to any nation that becomes embroiled with thi most despicable of aggres·
sors. I admire England's stubborn resistance and have never doubted that the Soviet Union will fight with no less determination and
consciousness of purpose than England. Both countries have something well worth defending-the successes already achieved in
the promotion of the common weal. Hitler has nothing to defend .
He is fighting solely in defence of his abominable rule and his
own person. His defeat is certain and, as far as I can see, the
whole world, including the United States, entertains the same
hope. I wish the Soviet Union courage and strength .

.·
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THE RUSSI.AM PEQPLE IS ACTING FOR ITSELF
FOR EUROPE, FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD
'
Th; p~siti~n free men and d~mocratic nations should take in
o H~tler s. attack upon Russia seems to me to be perfect!
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Paul Dirac
Well-known physicisl and malhematician.
Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge.
Nobel Prize winner in physics.

WE REJOICE IN OUR UNITY
Thanks for your most welcome telegram. We in England have
always been confident in the final victory of the cause of freedom
and we rejoice in our unity with you in Russia. We admire your
courage and send our heartfelt good wishes for the success of
your gallant forces, which united with ours will bring to the world
the blessing of peace and liberty of scientific progress.

·'
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Albert Rhys Williams
American writer and journalist. A1,1thor of
a number of books on the Soviet Union.

IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE SOVIET UNION LIES
· ASSURANCE OF VICTORY
The Soviet defiance of Hitler after so many nations have capitulated to him, the determination of 150 peoples and nationalities to smash the arrogant Nazi pretensions to racial hegemony
and world domination, the courage of the Red Army in bearing
alone the headlong onslaught of those German armies which the
land forces of five great powers shared in the last war-all this
has profoundly stirred and electrified the peoples of America,
heartened and rallied all those forces fighting for democracy and
social justice. The confounded defeatists and appeasers are ignominiously urging capitulation to the fascists. Valiantly and competently the Soviet cavalry, airmen, tank corps and infantry
fought the whole long line of battle from the River Pruth to the
Baltic. Already their heroic exploits are being recounted here in
the forests, mines, mills and camps along the Pacific Ocean. They
have inspired and roused millions of workers and trade unionists
to solemn pledges of support and loyalty to the common cause
The tidal wave of admiration and sympathy presently moving
out to the embattled Land of Soviets will be followed by ship-;
laden with munitions, airplanes, tanks and artillery. In these
and the solidarity of all decent citizens of the world lies the
assurance of the full and final defeat of the Nazi hordes of night
and barbarism.

Dr. Hewlett Johnson
Dean of Canterbury and prominent public
figure. Author of Tlte Soviet Power.

•

THE SOVIET PEOPlES ARE CARRYING CIVILIZATION'S
BANNER
I warmly reciprocate your greetings. Whilst deploring the
appalling sacrifices, I am deeply moved by the magnificent courage
and skill of the great Soviet peoples who are carrying civilization's
banner against the fascists. I have the utmost confidence in and
am working ceaselessly for your ultimate victory.

•
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