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In addressing myself to you with this my fourth message in the
course of the war, I shall proceed according to the tradition which is
already established for my speeches in the State Council: I will first
of all present a brief survey of the events of the war, and then
proceed to discuss the international, political and diplomatic situation
as well as the international situation of the Repulÿic; and in conclusion
I shaC1 deal partly with coditions in our country, and par@ with our
domestic political preparations and with questions which are related
directly either to the liberation of our homeland at the conclusion of
the war, or to conditions during the earliest stage of our future freedom.
Czechoslovak questions and international and internal political problems
have already matured to such a degree that it is possible to speak

regarding them openly and calmly, definitely and clearly.

The last phase of the Second World War.
In my last speech in the State Council on the i2th November 1942 I
concluded my war review by calling attention to three events which
signified a final turning point in the second world war to the detriment

of Germany and of the whole Axis; the battle of Alamein as the
beginning of a decisive turn in the fight for the Eastern Mediterranean;
the occupation of Morocco and Algiers by the Americans and British
as the beginning of a victorious struggle for the Western Mediterranean
and North Africa; and the tremendous victory of the Red Army at
Sta:ingrad where the Germans capitulated on February 3rd 1943, as
the conclusion of the German offensive in Soviet Russia, causing the
whole of the German army on the Eastern front to have recourse to
a wearisome and depressing policy of defence.
Thus began the war year of 1943. In February I944 we are in a
position to characterise the whole of this period from the military
standpoint as an uninterrupted series of real military Allied successes
and of far-reaching war victories, which are already a part of our final
and conclusive victory over Germany, I hope, in 1944.
The first of these victories was the battle of Alamein and its consequences, i.e., the driving of the Italian-German armies from Egypt
over a distance of 2,ooo kilometres across the whole of North Africa as
far as Tunis, the final taking of the towns of Tunis and Bizerta, and
the destruction of the whole North African Italian-German army. At
the same time the American-British armies prepared their first great
continental invasion of Northern Africa from the West through Dakar,
Casablanca, Morocco and Algiers, and finally together with the East

African army of General Montgomery and with the help of the French
and Canadian armies completed the occupation of the whoÿe of North

Africa, having at the same time made possible a further stage in this
victorious military action: the attack on Sicily and the Italian mainland.
The third phase of this great victorious action began on the 9th of

July with the attack on Sicily, which met with rapid and complete
success and which culminated on the 3rd August with an assault upon
Southern Italy. The consequences of this action were far-reaching, and
their speed was surprising even though they could not be fully utdised.
Nevertheless, they brought about me unexpected fall of Mussohni's
Government on the 25th July, i943, the disintegration of Italy, the fall
of Fascism and thereby, to all intents and purposes, the destruction of
the Axis. One of those who was chiefly responsible for the war fell
in a shameful, dishonourable and ludicrous manner, one of the greatest
braggarts in the world came to grief, and one of the most stupid
pohucal regimes in the modern history of Europe collapsed into the
abyss ignominiously, involving its leaders in the most serious personal
scandals. The military and political victory which was achieved was
enormous, even though for a number of reasons it could not be taken
advantage of to the extent which we might have desired. Germany
was thereby shaken to her foundations, and all her Central European
satellites---Finland, Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania and the smaller
fry, the treacherous quislings in Zagreb and Bratislava--realised that a
terrible fate was relentlessly drawing nearer to them. The southern
part of Italy was occupied by stages, and to-day military action in Italy
is concentrated upon the capture of Rome and upon a further movement
to the North.
The direct consequence o'f this victorious action in Italy found
expression in the Ba;.kans; guerilla warfare began all over Yugoslavia
and in Greece, and a!so subversive activity in the countries of the
Central European sÿtellites of Germany still continues.
Still more far-reaching from the military point of view has been the
development of military events on the Eastern Front. The battle of
Stalingrad had its place in the history of the present world war as the first
decisive blow delivered by the Soviet Union against the whole German
military power, and as the actual beginning of the nÿitary co:lapse of
Hitler. In actual fact it was there really that the German army received
its first mortal blow. And from then onwards further appalling blows
ceaselessly assai:ed it: the Volga was liberated, the whole of the Don
Basin and then the Donetz were liberated, step by step the Caucasus
was freed, al! of which involved unbelievable German losses in men and
material and provided ever fresh proofs of the supremacy of the Red
Army, of the high qualities of the Soviet soldier and of the superior
military and political direction of the war by the Soviet Government.
The spring of 1943 brought the Red Army once more to the central
Ukraine and back to the vicinity of the Dnieper.
The German Command decided therefore in 1943 on a new offensive.
There took place the great and famous luly battle for Kursk and Orel.
After initial German successes the Red Army, however, converted its
defence into a new Soviet offensive, and battle was engaged for the

Dmeper, while the whole of the German front was broken into from
ViteosK to the Crimea. And then me Russian summer oÿensive turned
into an autumn oRensive in r_he 8oumern Ukraine and the autumn
offensive again into the winter offensive m the UKraine, Wrote Russm
and the Leningrad sector which we are witnessing to-day and which
threatens to be a real catastrophe for a whole German army in the
Northern sector and in the UKraine. After Smoiensk and Rostov, and
aÿter Gomel, Konotop, Ketch, Poltava, Stalino and Taganrog, there
left Kharkov, Kiev, Kremenchug, Dniepropetrovsk, and Zaporozhm,
Kirovograd, Zhitomir and Berdichev, Leningrad was defimtely
liberated,, then came successively the fall ot Novgorod, Krasnogvardeysk, Luban, while now the advance still continues in Estonia
and towards the Baltic, as well as to the Bug and the Dniester and
the towns of Eastern Galÿicia. Very soon we shall be able to speak of
the Red Army approaching the frontiers of our Carpathian Ruthenia.
In this victorious advance lasting a whole year millions of Germans
fell, hundreds of thousands of square kilometres of territory were
occupied and enormous quantities, of raw material as booty and
hundreds of thousands of prisoners were captured. And during the
whole year--apart from a period in July I943--the German army was
unable to undertake any great initiative in any manner which involved
real success, or which indicated that Germany has still the possibility
of laying down the terms for negotiating some sort of peace. Japan is
already following her independent path; pro-German Italy no longer
exists, and the Central European satellites are in a pitiable plight and
at the first opportunity will collapse witthout anyone raising a hand on
their behalf. This is the fourth of a series of great military victories
continuing through a whcde year which alone proves that the course
of the war has already been decided against Germany and in favo,ur of
the Allies and that 1944 will, I hope, present this decision to the whole
world as an accomplished [act.
To this review of mi'Atary events I would add that we have still
to consider two further categories of military events in 1943 which
signify great Allied victories. First of all there is the victory in the
war at sea. The fal! of Italy brought about the destruction of that
portion of the Italian Fleet which was fighting on the side of Germany
and brought over a number of belligerent Italian naval units to the
ranks of the A'.lies. In addition, the whole of 1943 was taken up with
the most obstinate struggle for all the oceans and particularly against
the submarines of the Axis. The end of the year brought the Allies
final victory over this most dangerous type of enemy. And the final
success of American ship production in creating hundreds of thousands
and millions of tons of shipping space during 1943 for Allied transport
and for transport in connection with the creation of a Second Front
on the Continent brings to a head this tremendous strnTÿle at sea in
the form of a victory with far-reÿchinff consequences which is fu'ly
equal in significance to the Allied victories on land.
And finally the last victory of I943: in this year a serio-s blow was
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inflicted upon the Luftwaffe. The German Air Force admitted its
defeat by turning completely to the manufacture of defensive machines;
in Western, Southern and Eastern Europe the superiority of the Allied
Air Forces cannot to-day be denied, and the whole year of BritishAmerican continu£ bombing offensives against Germany and the rest
of the Continent has to-day such far-reaching consequences for German
war industry, for the dislocation of the internal life of Germany, for
the destruction of every type of transport and communications, as well
as for the morale of the German population and for military operations
on land, that one may safely predict that the united Aÿlied Air Forces

will take part in the final victory of I944 with no less success than the
land armies and the whole of the Allied naval forces. In the impending
invasion of the Continent of Europe the air arm will in any case play
a part which will reveal clearly and fully the function of the Air Arm
in the present war.
The approaching military events of x944 will represent the culmina-

tion of everything to which I have referred in speaking of the military
turn of events in x943. It is no longer a secret that what is called
Second Front and invasion ol the European Continent is agreed
upon by the Al!ies, that the preparations have reached an advanced
,tage, and that Germany will soon be attacked from all sides. The
Allies do not underestimate the present ÿtrength of Germany and
know that a great struggle lies before them which will entail many
aacrifices. However, everybody is now aware, not only that Germany
cannot win the war materially, but that any prolongation, although it

will cost the Allies much, will signify for Germany an incredible
material and physical exhaustion, spiritual disintegration, economic
and social collapse and the systematic slaughter of her present young
generation, a slaughter which will be all the more complete the longer
the war continues and the nearer we approach the frontiers of Germany
or actually penetrate into her territory. To-day the sacrifices of
Germany are mounting in geometrical proportion. We are approaching
those months of the war which, if Germany does not capitulate in time,
will involve her in a terrible collapse and finally a national disaster
which will be on a universal scale and which will affect a whole series
of future German generations.
The elements responsible for this approaching German catastrophe
are pan-German National Socialism and the Prussian Army, two of
the greatest European evils of the last few centuries. Both of them-equally culpably--began this terrible war. In my opinion a nation
which has been responsible for two such abominable evils merits the
desolation which will fall upon it after the present war and really
deserves to undergo a great national decline for centuries to come.
Perhaps such a collapse, grievously penalising its next generation, will
teach it a lesson in its own interest and in that of the rest of the world,
mad at least to some degree cause it to make amends.
The present military situation of Germany is such that the Germans
can carry out only a very laborious defensive war, and this only for a
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time. In the course of this defensive action Germany can, of course,
deal still further blows to the Allies. The Germans are reckoning with
this fact and are magnifying the possibilities before them so as to
produce the impression that they are able to prolong the war almost
indefinitely. Thus they hope to wear out the Allies and force them
into some sort of peace negotiations. They combine this with the hope
that they wil! succeed dip(omatically in separating the Anglo-Saxon
Allies from the Soviet Union. Nowadays this is just so much childishness. If any German still believes in it, then it merely demonstrates
what was proved in the last War, namely that the German national
standard of intelligence has again declined, and their moral and intellectual qualities have completely broken down with the development
of military events.
Hitler's speech on the xith anniversary of the Nazi Party's accession
to power in Germany is a most striking proof of all I say. It is weak
and stupid, and is nothing short of a declaration of Germany's military

collapse. It is incapable of telling the German people a single word
about the Reich's military situation.
Everything done by Germany as a nation since I933 testifies to the

fact that at the end of this terrible struggle she will head for spiritual
and material collapse on a scale hardly known in past history. And

I repeat that she thoroughly deserves her fate, for her fall will be
entirely the work of the Germans themselves.

The political and diplomatic events of 1943.
In the year I943 a turning point ensued both in the tide of war and
to a certain degree in the war ideology, and in the plans and views
about further Allied co-operation during and after the war. Uncertainty
about the outcome of the war for a long time prevented the Allies
from formulating their views more clearly, particularly on the aims
of war and peace. In the course of I943 it became clear to almost
everybody, not only that the Soviet Union would not lose the war
against Germany on the eastern front, but that the western powers
could not achieve complete victory against Germany and Japan without
her aid. As a result, the political situation between the Allies had
crystallised in such a way as to demand clearer war and peace formulations. Up to the end of I942 their war ideology was specified only in
general terms by the Atlantic Charter and the British-Soviet Treaty.
This, however, did not suffice for a concrete solution of all the problems
and for a practical and successful war policy from day to day. Further
discussions and agreements were necessary, and these were undertaken
in the six conferences which were held in the course of i943, particularly between President Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill in Casablanca,
Washington and Quebec, and later between the three great powers in
Moscow, Cairo, and finally in Teheran.
The negotiations and resolutions of these conferences were naturally

called forth first of all by the military successes of the Allies. As thÿ
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successes of the Allied armies ensued one after the other, certain new
political decisions became necessary, and in accordance with them the
war ideology and the practical war policy of the Allies were shaped
and developed to a further stage. The occupation of Morocco and
Algiers and the victory of Gen. Montgomery in the Eastern Mediterranean made it necessary to prepare decisions respecting the whole of
the Mediterranean campaign and the further fate of Italy, and, in
particular, they made it necessary to establish a definite form of cooperation with France. As a result, in January, i943 a conference was

held in Casablanca at which the whole of the further Mediterranean
campaign was discussed in detail. The most important public result
of this conference was, however, the agreement between Roosevelt and

Churchill to the effect that they would not negotiate with the Axis on
the principles of an armistice with the Axis, and that the Axis states
must capitulate unconditionally. At that juncture this decision acted
like a bomb-shell. The Soviet Union associated itself fully with the
resolution. At the confe.rence at Casablanca there was further discussion regarding French questions, and in spite of a whole series of
difficulties the first foundations were nevertheless laid for a later
agreement in May between the French (particularly between Giraud
and De Gaulle) for the transference of the French Committee from
London to Algiers and for preparations for a gradual recognition
of the new position, fully recognised in International Law, of the
Allied French as a factor legally representing the French Empire both
in a military and a political sense.
In the discussions regarding the Mediterranean, begun in Casablanca
and continued between Churchill and Roosevelt in Washington and
Quebec in the summer of i943, preparations were made for a decisive
attack upon Italy, for an agreement between America and Great
Britain regarding the concrete terms of the Italian armistice, and
for further discussions regarding the clarification of the situation of
France. Meanwhile, the French National Committee, transferred from
London to Algiers, created new conditions in its own national territory in Africa, consolidated its interior military and political relatons, created for itself a more efficient democratised state .machinery,
and thus in effect became a provisional Government preparing, in
agreement with Great Britain and the Unite'd States, for the actual
liberation of Metropolitan France. The Soviet Union effectively

assisted this development, with the result that the camp of the Allies
was consolidated politically to a notable degree and that in particular
the conditions in the Mediterranean in relation to the approaching fall
of Italy became politically clarified--if not completely, at least to a
notable degree.

But it was really the fall of Italy, which followed the attack on
Sicily with unexpected rapidity, ttiat showed how necessary it was
politically to prepare for the end of the war in good time. Britain
and the U.S.A. had not up to this point had a sufficiently clear conception of what steps to take in the internal political situation in Italy
IO

after the fall Of Fascism. In addition, the Soviet Union had not taken
a sufficient part in the whole Mediterranean action; nor had the other
two Allies taken a sufficient part in the action in the East. The Soviets
continued to conduct their war on the Eastern front--with, of course,
substantial and effective assistance from England and America on sea,
in the air, and on land--but there was a lack of ideological unity. The
dispute regarding the so-called Second Front continued and actually
increased in intensity, since the main European war on land was still
being conducted on the Eastern front, and there still existed an impression that the war had a dual character: Anglo-Saxon and Soviet.
This situation was exploited with exceptional effect by German
propaganda. Since the defeat at Stalingrad the Germans were aware
that they could emerge from this war without a total catastrophe only

if they were able to divide the Allies both politically and diplomatically.
Hence from the spring of I943 onwards, their propaganda was intensified even more frenziedly against the so-called danger of Bolshevism,
and about the so-called protection of civilisation from the Soviet Union,
the alarming future awaiting Europe and the world should England
and America not separate f?bm the Soviets and leave them to be
destroyed by Germany, or perhaps even help her to destroy them. In
a disrupted Europe--particularly in states which were poisoned by
Fascism and semi-Fascism of different types--there were in I943

millions of people who had been rendered so blind by the crisis of the
last few years and so spiritual'y demoralised by class, national or personal egoism, that this preposterous propaganda continued to enjoy a
certain success.

This evidently was the last desperate attempt on the part of Germany to save herself. It called forth an appropriate reaction. For
the point was now reached when the Allies were obliged to make an
attempt to discuss between themselves from the political, dip'omatic
and military point of view of all the obscure problems of the war and
unity their policy on general lines. It was necessary to indicate clearly
that only one war was being conducted, which was common to all,
and that this alliance must not and would not be broken up by any
body. rt was necessary to emphasise that the war solidarity was such

that the Allies were not merely playing with the idea of a Second
Front, that the question of the Second Front was one of joint preparation, of joint political and military calcu'.ations, of one joint military
idea, and of joint and indivisible victory. It was further necessary to
formulate in common as between the three--or four--principal war

Allies (Great Britain, the Soviet Union, the United States and China),
the main post-war aims of a practical European and world policy, as
for instance: what was to happen to Germany, bow political and
economic collaboration between the Great Powers was to be put into
effect after the war; how a future security system for Europe and the
world was to be prepared: what was to haÿDen to certain small States;
what was to be done about so-called federal plans for Central Europe;
what was the Soviet Union's own conception of its post-war situation;
II

what would be the outcome of the Soviet-Polisÿ dispute; what will be
the Allied policy with regard to Japan, etc., etc.
It was only an adequate elucidation of these concrete questions, too,
which could dispel the fears of a number of States concerning some
special decisive plans of the Soviet Union with regard to other parts of
Europe, and definitely set at rest the minds of all the Allies in respect
of German propaganda, which claimed that preparations were being
made for what was alleged to be an extensive Bolshevisation and
Sovietisation of Central, Southern and Western Europe.
This led to two-so far the most important--Allied Conferences:
that in October, x943, in Moscow, and that in December of the same
year in Teheran--with which was associated the British-AmericanChinese Conference in Cairo at the end of November, I943. With
regard to all the questions referred to above as well as to various others
these conferences made for a substantial clarification and rendered

therefore possible a turning point in the affairs of the Allies which
had far-reaching political implications.
The Conference in Moscow was held from the i9th to 3oth October,
i943, and it was attended by Molotov, Eden and C0rdell Hull, together

with their political and military staffs. It was presided over by the
Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Viacheslav Molotov. It discussed a
number of fundamental military and Po:itical problems arising from

the situation of the Allies at the beginning of the fifth year of the war,
prepared a foundation for genuine and loyal military and political
collaboration in the approaching final phase of the war and for the
securing of speedy and final victory, and prepared for, and created, an
atmosphere of real friendship between the three Great Powers invo:ved.
Then it made a number of fundamental decisions which, supplemented
by those of the Teheran Conference, became a foundation for the
united policy of the three Great Powers in question concerninÿ the
victorious conclusion of the war and the preparation and the building
up of the future peace.
.The Conference further came to an agreement regarding a common
policy respecting Italy. Fascism and its whole legacy, is to be destroyed;
conditions are to be prepared for Italy to return to a democratic regime,
and it will be the Italian peop:e themselves who will carry out this
evolution towards democracy. To prepare for the final peace conditions for Italy, there was instituted a special Inter-Allied Commission
in which in addition to England, the United States and Russia, a part
was to be taken by France, Yugoslavia and Greece. In addition, the
Conference came to a final conclusion regardinÿ the independence of
Austria and the punishment of all the Axis criminals who had perpetrated military and other atrocious crimes aÿainst the populations of the
Allied nations. This declaration is fundamental, decisive and categorical, and affects also all German persecutions and acts of brutality
in all the countries occupied by the Germans and other a:,lies of the
Axis. For us, too, this is therefore a guarantee that our people will

secure retribution for their sufferings and that the guilty will be relentlessly punished for their brutality and terrorism.
Finally, the Conference made two important decisions. It declared
that it was in the national interests of the three participating Great
Powers and of their Allies that they should continue to maintain close
co-operation in the course of the war and afterwards, in peace time,

for only in this way could speedy victory be secured and an advantageous peace attained as well as preserved in the future for many
generations. There was instituted at the same time an Advisory Commission of the three Great Powers in London, entrusted with the permanent exchange of views regarding current political and military
questions and with the maintenance of this complete and systematic
political co-operation.
This basis of future co-operation was supplemented with a final farreaching decislon regarding post-war security. After their capitulation,
the enemy States would be completely disarmed, the whole system of
their future disarmament ensured and'international adjustment of postwar armament maintained by the Allies colle&ive:y as the result of an
agreement between them. The Allied States would create a new
security system for the preservation of peace which would be universal,
world-wide and available to all States, great and small; and the Allies,
after securing victory, would remain in close collaboration for the
preservation of peace so that, until the establishment of a real and
permanent security and international order, they could immediately
take any military action necessary for the preservation of peace against
any new element which might disturb it. Finally it was decided that,
after the conclusion of the present military campaigns, the Allies would
not make use of their military forces in the territory of other States
except for the purpose of maintaining the above-mentioned security
measures, and then only on the basis of a common agreement. This
means that the occupation of the European continent at the end of this
war would be undertaken only on the basis of full unity and mutual
agreement between the three Great Powers.
The Conference was at once generally regarded as a great success,
and in my view it was indeed a great success. It was the first Conference of this type and importance between the three Great Powers
in the course of the present war, and if we consider carefully all its
decisions with all their consequences we cannot but see that what was
involved was the unification of the three Great Powers in respect of
the chtef war and peace aims.
This important agreement was supplemented and completed by the
Conference between the three leaders of the Allied States, President
Roosevelt, Mr. Churchill and Marshal Stalin and their staffs, held from
the 28th November to the 1st December in Teheran. The significance
of this Second Conference is brought out by the following solemn
declaration, which was agreed upon in Teheran, and which speaks

for itself :
"We, the President of the United States of America, the Prime

Minister of Great Britain, and the Premier of the Soviet Union, have
met these four days past in this capita[ of our ally Iran and have
shaped and confirmed our common policy.
" We expressed our determination that our Nations shall work
together in war and in the peace that will follow.
" As to war, our military staÿs have joined in our round-table
discussions, and we have concerted our plans for the destruction of
the German forces. We have reached complete agreement as to the
scope and timing of the operations which will be undertaken from
the East, West and South.
"The common understanding which we have here reached
guarantees that victory will be ours. And, as to peace, we are sure
that our concord will make it aia enduring peace. We recognise

fully the supreme responsibility resting upon us and all the United
Nations to make a peace which will command the good will of the
overwhelming masses of the peoples of the world and banish the
scourge and terror of war for many generations.
" With our dip'omatic advisers we have surveyed the problems of
the future. We shall seek the co-operation and the active participation of all nations large and small whose peoples in heart and mind
are dedicated, as are our own peoples, to the elimination of tyranny
and slzvery, oppression and intolerance. We will welcome them
as they may choose to come into a world family of democratic
nations.

"No power on earth can prevent our destroying the German
armies on land, their U-boats by sea and their war plants from the
air, Our attacks will be relentless and increasing.
"From these friendly conferences we look with confidence to the

day when all peoples of the world may live free lives untouched by
tyranny and according to their varying desires and their own consciences.

"We came here with hope and determination. We leave behind
us friends in fact, in spirit and in purpose."
Regarding the actual Teheran discussions, it may be said that this
was a Conference at which for the first time the leaders of three great
World Powers, with an unprecedented sincerity and ca,ndour, discussed

everything which was demanded for the clarification of all the Allied
military and political issues; further, they made x_he final military
decisions necessary for the Second Front and the whole further conduct of the war associated with it; and they freely exchanged views
respecting the solution of the main problems of in.ternational post-war
reconstruction, duly taking into account the most difficult problems
and the most delicate adjustments. They left the Conference with
mutual personal feelings of respect and friendship, having strengthened
the relations of sincerity and sympathy also between their respective
States and peoples. I am convinced that these three leaders of
their States and peoples, together with all their collaborators, performed
at this Conference great services to their States, to all the Allied nations,
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and to the whole world. The Teheran Conference will therefore

rightly have an outstanding place in the history of the Second World
War.

I repeat: together with the Conference in Moscow this Teheran
Conference signifies an understanding between the three Great Powers
respecting fundamental issues in relation to the war, victory and peace;

further it signifies that there will be no power which could break this
agreement, or enable Nazism to take advantage of such discord in
order to evade its destruction; and finally, in spite of difficult discussions and differences of opinion, which will certainly appear once more
in connection with a number of questions and will again cause all
these States no small difficulties, in spite of differences of regimes and
government systems as between Britain, America and the Soviet
Union, these three nations ÿand countries--and we other Allied
nations together with them--are so strongly aware of the fundamental
community of all our vital aims in this war that we shall do everything enabling us, in common, to wage one united war, prepare
one united peace and safeguard for a whole series of generations
sincere collaboration and thereby final peace, undisturbed by the
present and any possible future gangster Nazism and Fascism, for our
nations and States, sorely afflicted and tormented by present-day
Germany.

From the 22nd to 26th November, i943, a military political conference was arranged in Cairo under the presidency of President
Roosevelt, Mr. Churchill and the Chinese Generalissimo Chiang Kai

Shek, with the participation of their military and political staffs and
collaborators. They reviewed the political and military situation
throughout the whole of the war against Japan; further action was
decided upon in military operations against her, and far-reaching
decisions were reached which, when they are put into effect, will
denote a complete change of conditions in the far East; Japan will be
compelled to capitulate, and will be obliged to return, not only the
territory which she has appropriated by violence and treachery during
the present war, but also that which she acquired from x9r4 onwards,
at the expense of China in I894-5. In particular, the independence
of Korea is to be restored This will contribute nothing short of a
revolution in existing conditions in the Far East and in the whole of
the Pacific.
And so, allow me to conclude this section on the work of the

diplomatic Allied Conferences of I943. They are decisions of the first
magnitude, and in many respects final. They are a guarantee of the
unity and harmonious conduct of the war to a victorious conclusion;
they also express fundamental agreement regarding mutual collaboration after the war, and the preservation of mutual confidence, even
should in the future the interests of these Powers overlap. They
promise to guarantee world peace for several generations. And they
promise--in the spirit of international democracy--a rightful place
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in the new world organisation for the other Allies and particularly the
small States.
It is true that all these principles have been so far sketched out only
on general lines. They are still being discussed and completed, and
they will be rendered more precise and more perfect as the war proceeds. And we ourselves can contribute towards, and collaborate in
their future development. Although new diflaculties and differences
are bound to arise among the Allies, I consider that the diplomatic

achievements of 1943 indicate that the Allied victory is definitely
guaranteed, and that an acceptable and democratic peace for the United
Nations is now by no means distant. Preparations have been made for
a Second Front, and it will soon become a reality, while the Nazi
plan--as a last attempt at self-defence before the end of the war--to
create discord between the Soviets and the other Allies is, in my view,

now definitely outside the range of political possibility.
The international position of Czechoslovakia.
My Visit to the United States and Canada.
Allow me now to turn to the question of the international position
of the Czechoslovak Republic to-day, at the beginning of I944.
In my last speech to the State Council on November Iath, I942, I
came to the highly satisfactory conclusion that I942 could be considered
as the year in which our international legal and political ÿtatus was

built up and consolidated to the full. In the previous period following
Munich and the occupation of our country on March I5th, I939, the
Republic was re-established; and in i942 fully and internationally
recognised. The dictate of Munich was repealed and annulled and
we thus obtained political and moral justice for Czechoslovakia.
Moreover, the Soviet Union ÿleclared itself in principle to be positively
and unequivocally in favour of our former frontiers. We notified this
attitude of the Soviet Union officially to Great Britain, the United
States and the other Allied States, informing them also that we could
not contemplate any other solution of the problem.
The Government decided to consummate the fruit of its three years'
work by two demonstrative political acts aihaed at emphasising our
international status to the world. The Government desired the Presi-

dent of the Republic to pay an official visit to the Untied States
(May and June, i943), and another official visit to Moscow to sign
an important' international treaty_ between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia. This visit was undertaken in November and December,
1943. I consider those two political events as constituting two further
important landmarks in our struggle for liberation, and I therefore beg
leave to deal with them in some detail.
My journey to America, apart from its general political objects, had
one special and essential aim. I can now speak on the subject in clear,
precise terms. It was to remind our people at home, and the Germans
and Hungarians, as well as all our own mischief-makers both at home
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and abroad, that the United States was fully and unreservedly, fundamentally and consistendy, behind our Republic, its Government and
our State machinery, whatever they thought to the contrary. It was
to prove them wrong in assuming that the U.S.A. was not in favour
of our programme for the liberation of the Republic, and that therefore our international position had not been clarified and universally
recognised. Such views are either fundamentally erroneous or they
are mischievous and dishonest. My visit achieved its object.
You will recall how after the last war, as now, the Czechoslovak
people talked about the activity of opponents and subversive elements
in our ranks. After the present war there will be such mischief-makers
again. I expect their behaviour to be judged with firmness and severity.
In the present war all judgments must, and will be, on stricter standards
than in the last war.
During my stay in Washington I had--in the presence of our
Ambassador, V1. Hurban--a series of personal political talks and negotiations, first with President Roosevelt, then with Mr. Cordell Hull,
the high officials of the Foreign Office, Mr. Sumner Welles and Mr.
Berle, Vice-President Wallace, the Minister of Finance Morgenthau,
Ministers Stimson and Knox, a number of members of the Senate and
the House of Representatives, and various political, military, economic
and financial personalities. I made an official statement on Czechoslovakia, her mission, her policy and her position in Europe in both
of the American Chambers. Speaking on behalf of the nation and the
State, I expressed anew my faith in the restored vitality of our future
democracy.

I visited a number of cities and towns, made several public speeches,
and was able to gain a first-hand impression of the people of the United
States, their frame of mind, their views and aspirations, and their war
effort--which is immense and beyond description. I learnt about their
plans for future victory and peace. At the invitation of Mr. Mackenzie
King, the Premier, I went on an official visit to Canada, where my
experiences were similar. Here I observed the same views, and the
same degree of war effort. I would pointout that Canada, where the
war effort is on a very large scale, has never recognised Munich or
March i5th, 1939, that this was expressly said in the Canadian Parliament, and that Canada has never broken off relations with Czechoslovakia.
I would repeat here what I have said on another occasion regarding
the political significance of this visit. I returned from the United States
and Canada to London--and it causes me much pleasure to say this-with a sense of relief and satisfaction. As you know, I went to the
United States with Minister Jan Masaryk in the spring of I939--just
before the Germans entered Prague and the present war really began.
Minister t-Iurban then refused to hand over our Legation and maintained our legal position in the United States. On the same day I
telegraphed to President Roosevelt and asked him not to recognise
the German occupation. As you know, the Government of the United
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States immediately declined to recognise the occupation of Czechoslovakia and repudiated it. Thereupon we all set about at once preparing for our second campaign in the U.S.A.
The Government of the United States has never recognised either
what took place in Munich or any of the consequences thereof, or the
events of the x4th and xsth March, I939. I was received by President
Roosevelt in May, ÿ939. I made this request to him and immediately
received a promise from him to this effect, also for the future, together
with a later assurance from Mr. Cordell Hull. With Roosevelt I discussed our collaboration during the last war, and the help which he
has given to Masaryk. We dealt chiefly with the approaching war,
Germany's probable attack on Poland and other countries, the possible

participation in the war both of the United States and of the Soviet
Union on the side of democracy, and of course our whole future procedure. Even at that time he promised me the recognition of our
independence and of our future government as far as developments
and possibilities in his own country should permit.
After the outbreak of the European war, the United States, still
neutral, manifested a certain reserve towards us, this being in line with
their general policy. But even then our London Government secured
provisional recognition from the United States as early as July, I941,
and this became full diplomatic recognition without reservation m
I942. In the course of my journey in May, i943, the Legations of both
countries were raised to the status of Embassies, as was already the
case between ourselves, Great Britain and the Soviet Union.
My journey and all our conversations in Washington were mainly a
public, and one might say, a demonstrative confirmation and consolidation of our official, international and legal position in the United States
and elsewhere. Once again the fact was emphasised that the United
States recognised nothing which had happened to us in I938 and I939,
that the Republic had a full existence in an international sense, and that
the Munich frontier and everything associated with it, whether it affected
Slovakiaÿ Hungary, the Sudeten Germans or anybody else, had in the
eyes of the United States no international validity. The problem o]
Slovat(ia, the problem of our Germans, the problem of Carpathian
Ruthenia were and are all considered in Washington as being our own
internal problems. All o.ur official conversations were conducted upon
this basis.
All these questions are therefore now perfectly clear. Between the
Government of the United States and ourselves there are no misunderstandings or legal obscurities; neither are there any fundamental differences of opinion. It is, of course, self-evident that a number of
important questions will be discussed between us once again with final
validity when peace comes--particularly frontier details, but this
applies of course to all other States.
In all my conversations, official and unofficial, with public and
govermental personalities we always came to the conclusion that the

this war as quickly as possible with total military defeat of all the
Axis States. In the public opinion of the United States there are
divergences regarding a whole number of questions, and discussion is
intense, but there are no &fferences of opinion regarding the fact that
this war must be conducted against all the Axis Powers and their
satellites to a victorious conclusmn, and that there must be created a
peace and a new legal and political order by which the power of the
aggressors will be completely broken and peace secured for several
generations. Nor are there differences of opinion regarding the fact
that it is the Fascist and Nazi States which are responsible for the
present war, and that these governmental systems must be mercilessly
destroyed and fundamentally uprooted. Finally, we all agree that the
originators of this war and all the quislings of the nations great and
small must be ruthlessly punished without mercy in all the different
countries.

The United States, realising that the whole war is a joint and
indivisible war, are maintaining, as regards the main issues, a joint
and united war policy with the other Allies. In particular, in all
fundamental matters they are in agreement, both with Great Britain
and the Soviet Union. I have already shown how both the Moscow
and the Teheran Conference emphatically and solemnly confirmed this.
You are aware how German propaganda again became frantic,
especially from the spring of last year, in abuse of the Soviet Union,
solely for the purpose of trying to cause dissension chiefly between the
Soviet Union and the United States. While I was in the United States
I was able to see for myself the results of this campaign: to-day
everyone in America knows full well that this war can be won only
by close and loyal co-operation between the United States, Great Britain
and the Soviet Union--and, of course, the rest of the Allied Nations.
I have advocated this policy, as you know, since the beginning of
this war, and even long before it started. In relation to Great Britain
this policy ultimately found expression in the Anglo-Soviet Pact which
is one of the corner-stones of future peace. To-day we can safely

aosert that the internal and international development in the United
States has made such progress that, in my opinion, a friendly cooperation between the United States and the Soviet Union during and
after the war may be regarded as certain, even though, now and then,
difficulties or differences may arise in various questions.
I should like to emphasise that when in the United States'I was
able to discuss the chief questions relating to the future peace of Europe
on various occasions with leading American personalities. I particularly noted the views of Washington regarding a future world security
system. I am glad to be able to report that I did not hear any view
expressed in those circles unfavourable to our paramount state and

national interest. I assume therefore that when the critical moments of
European and world peace arise Czechoslovakia will not find herself in
conflicts with the points of view expressed by leading American
personalities.

United States had decided inflexibly and uncompromisingly to finish
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In conclusion I would like to add that I was really touched by the
sympathy manifested towards our Republic and the warmth of my
reception in the United States and Canada. During the war, Americans
of Czechoslovak and Carpathian Ruthenian origin who have remained
loyal to the Republic have been performing services to our cause
on the American Continent. My country will not forget them. I did
not, and never will, seek the company of those who had abandoned
the legacy of their fathers and mothers and the sacred cause of our
Republic at the present critical moment. I returned gratified and
encouraged from my visit, for which our Foreign Minister, Jan
Masaryk, and our Ambassador, V. Hurban, had made the most careful
and politically flawless preparations. On your behalf, too, I would like
to express our most cordial thanks to President Roosevelt who has
proved himself to be one of the greatest statesmen of his day and will
be numbered among the outstanding Presidents of the U.S.A. I would
also like to thank his Government and all those who so effectively
supported our cause in the United States and Canada. The aid being
rendered to the Allies by the U.S.A. under Mr. Roosevelt's leadership,
is enormous. It is of decisive importance for victory. Mr. Roosevelt's

political and moral leadership is of primary and far-reaching importance.
His far-sightednesÿ and his extensive and special knowledge of international problems have given us the assurance that the Allies will win
this war.

upon, the participation of the Soviets on our side in the present war-all our negotiations with other states were conducted in such a way
that no differences should arise between us and the Soviet Union.
Our relation to them and our intention to avoid any disputes wÿth
them were always loyally made known to all the other Allied States.
In my written statements and in negotiations for an agreement on
Central European problems, I always had this in mind. In my last
address to the State Council on the izth November r942 I expressed

this very emphatically in the following words, having in mind the
joint Polish-Czechoslovak Declaration of November the xxth x94o:
" I consider the present war to be the decisive historical moment for
a definite destruction of the pan-German. 'Drang nach Osten' and
as the present war has undoubtedly demonstrated, this demands
the genuine, friendly and loyal collaboration of Poland, Czechoslovakia
and the Soviet Union. Our relation to both. is one of alliance and
friendship, and we want it always to remain such. We desire
that after complete agreement has been reached between
Poland and the Soviet Union, we may also have a full agreement
between the three of us with respect to the liquidation of the
imperialistic and brutal " Drang nach Osten." And if we succeed
in this we guarantee the whole future of Poland and Czechoslovakia
and help the whole of Europe. If we' do not, there will be another
catastrophe, brought about by Germany in one form or another. I am
here expressing only my deep and real political convictions."

Even when on the r8th July I94I we concluded our first Allied
My Political Visit to Moscow.
My journey to the Soviet Union was prepared by the Government
at the same time as my visit to the United States. This was to be our
final and decisive political stroke in the period of our struggle for liberation until final victory is secured. We regarded it as a diplomatic step,
completing and concluding the whole of our political programme for
liberation during the war. I think that it will be possible to consider
it in the future as the logical culmination of the policy pursued and
the journeys undertaken by our great predecessors in I848 and i867,
from the beginning of the present century and before and during the
last war.

It was closely connected with negotiations regarding our treaty with
the Soviet Union against possible future German imperialism. The
plan for the renewal of the treaty which we concluded with Moscow
as early as x935 (and for the negotiation of a new treaty of the same
type before the conclusion of the present war)was one which I
had in mind since the entry of the Soviet Union into the struggle in I94I.
This was self-evident from the programme for the restoration of the

Republic, and of everything that was good and just within it. As early
as June I94I I formulated it thus: we should resume relations with
the Soviet Union at the point where these relations were interrupted
after Munich. Hence--and for the reason that I had always counted
20

Treaty, signed by Ambassador Ivan Maisky and Minister Jan Masaryk,
I had in mind its formulation in the present sense, but I realised that
the formulation finally arrived at would then have been premature.
Conditions were not yet mature either in Moscow or in London.
When in i942 I prepared to leave for the United States I decided to
attempt to solve this problem. I had always realised that Munich and
al! the European disasters which followed were possible only because
of Western Europe's hostility to the Soviet Union. It was clear to
me that if we wished to win the second European war these strained
relations must disappear. Hitler's attack on the Soviet Union was
made also on the assumption that the quarrel between the Russians
and the rest of the world was of such a nature that Germany would
succeed, whatever happened, in securing some kind of peace with
Western Europe as a result of which she would gain a free hand against
the Soviets. It was clear to me that what would have been nothing
less than a world disaster could be averted only by devoted labour in
securing a firm and enduring understanding between the Anglo-Saxons
and the Soviets, and that our chief task was now to work for such an
understanding, and that, within its scope, our particular agreement
with the Soviets would become self-evident and internationally possible
during the war.
Hence, wishing to work in the United States also for a closer under-

standing with the Soviet Union and desiring thereby to help to achieve
2I

a more speedy victory over Hider, I sought primarily to gain a clear
idea of the general policy of the Soviets--both during and after the
war--in their attitude both to the Great Powers and to the smaller Allied
States and others. I felt particularly anxious to make clear to myself their
relations with all their neighbours, the question of their non-intervention in the interior affairs of adjacent states and the recognition of their
complete post-war sovereignty, their attitude to wartime and post-war
Germany, etc., and, of course, above all their attitude to ourselves. It.

seemed to me that if full understanding on all these questions were
reached between ourselves and the Soviets, and if there were also
complete and mutual 7ust between us, it would be possible to point
to this very achievement as an example, even in the U.S.A., and that
the Allies, particularly the greater Powers, would thereby, be fundamentally drawn closer together. All unfounded suspicions of the
Soviet Union would be allayed or eliminated, and this would help to

prepare the ground for what finally took place at both the Allied
Conferences in Moscow and Teheran.
Hence, before my visit to the United States, i.e., from the beginning
of x943, we began to discuss the subject in London with M. Bogomolov,
the Soviet Ambassador, and submitted to him in March I943 the
general plan of our future political action. The discussion went well
and at the end of April in the same year I received from Moscow
through Ambassador Bogomolov an essentially positive .answer to my
proposals and enquiries. We then informed both Washington and
London of these discussions in which the Ministers Jan Masaryk and
Dr. Hubert Ripka also took part.
I intended to leave for Moscow as early as the summer of x943, but
discussions arose between ourselves, London and Washington, regard-

ing the proposed treaty. Let me at once point out that there was no
dispute regarding the conclusion of the treaty itself, but that the
discussion between ourselves, the United States and Great Britain
referred merely to the date on which it was to be signed. These discussions were concluded in full agreement and harmony during the
Moscow and Teheran Conferences which preceded my journey; these
conferences represented such an important step forward in the united
policy of the three Great Powers--war and post-war--and such far-

reaching agreement, that it was possible to negotiate in full confidence
reÿarding our Treaty and to clarify and confirm its objects at the
Moscow Conference.

The text of the Treaty was discussed between ourselves and the
Soviet Government in September and October r943 and it was agreed
upon before my visit. It was signed and then immediately ratified in
Moscow on the second day after my arrival (December r2th I943) by
Molotov on behalf of the Soviet Union and by Ambassador Fierlinger
on behalf of the Czechos'ovak Republic, Kalinin and I being present,
as well as Stalin, Voroshilov and a number of Czechoslovak and Soviet
political and military personalities.
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On the significance of the treaty I broadcast from Moscow to our.
people in Czechoslovakia as follows:
"First of all we shall wage war together with the Soviet Union
against Germany arid all her helpers until complete victory and we
should carry out together a full, joint mahtary de£ence against Germany
and her assocaates siaould Germany in the future renew, as the Treaty
expressly puts it, its present criminal policy of the Drang nach Osten
for the so-calle Lebensraum. This brutal policy of Germany must be
completely and definitely crushed for all time by the present war.
This is a clear formulation of the principle that the Soviet Union will
never again admit the German Drang nach Osten in the future. It is
the first time that this has been clearly and firmly stated and I am
convinced that this is a pointer showing the whole of Europe and the
whole world that this imperialist, dishonest, typically Prussian gangster
policy, the policy alike of the former German crusading armies and
knights, as well as of the present Junkers, aristocrats, bureaucrats,
generals, expansionist capitalists and Pan-German Nazis which has
been pursued for many years, and indeed in a certain sense for whole
centuries, that this policy must be finished for ever.
"Secondly, in this Treaty we declare jointly the lasting friendship of
our nations for the future, a friendship which will be launched immediately after the war by an extensive economic co-operation. We here
and you at home, are already preparing for this, we are making our
plans and adopting our practical measures! This will mean a considerable change in our pre-war commercial and industrial orientation, but
it will also mean a great economic assurance for us, a new economic

independence especially an independence from Germany and her future
influence. It will be necessary to prepare the reconstruction of our
railway, water and air communications. This will not mean that we
should abandon our connection and economic interests in Western and
Southern Europe and the rest of the world. But it will be a great
amplification of these, a new guarantee for us, an expression of the
fact that we are geographically in the very heart of Europe, in the
immediate vicinity and neighbourhood of the Soviet Union which has
hitherto been economically so neglected by us and which itself has.
and will have, so fundamental an interest in our economic life in the
future.

Thirdly, the Treaty expressly describes our future general collaboration as that of two completely free and independent States, it respects
• our ful! sovereignity and the fact that each State will refrain from
interfering in the internal affairs of the other; in this, both of us
wished to demonstrate in the most emphatic manner to the whole
world and against the stupid utterly mendacious propaganda of the
Germans, what was emphasised already at the Moscow Conference of
the three Great Powers: that these Great Powers and especially the
Soviet Union, fully respect the independence of smaller nations and
States, that it desires a strong Czechoslovakia, a strong Poland, a strong
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Jugoslavia, and of course also an independent'Austria, Rumania,
Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland.
"fake no heed therefore in our country, in Prague, in the Czech
territories and in Slovakia, of that Nazi propaganda agitation which
so stupidly declares that the Soviet Union wishes to engult us; disregard
this propaganda even from the point of view of home policy. Our
State, which immediately after this war will set up its political regime
in entire freedom with quite a small number of political parties--I
myself should personally prefer that there should be only three--will
be a democratic State, truly a people's State, immediately after the
collapse of Germany it will have its new Government which will also
represent our whole national home front--only Fascists Nazis and all
the treacherous culprits of this war will be excluded from it and from
its advantages. These must, of course, disappear into the abyss of
their own catastrophe and must atone for all their errors, guilt and
crimes and treachery, in the same way as 'their counterparts in all the
other liberated countries of Europe. Our State will also carry out a
number of changes in the economic and social sphere: it will accept
for its policy and its economic life the system of planning, just as
certain of our economists endeavoured to do before the present war;
I myself expect, and I shall strive to ensure that our whole post-war
reconstruction, political, economic and social, and especially in the
sphere of nationality, in our new State will be carried out very quickly,
but nevertheless in accordance with an ordered scheme for a systematic,
carefully devised and scientifically prepared first Five Year Plan.
I do not now wish to continue in the enumeration of these
questions of domestic policy; we shall speak to the homeland about
them in good time both from London and from Moscow and after
my return to London our Govermnment will make all the necessary
preparations in these matters, concerning the final handling of which
our liberated people at home will, of course, themselves decide in
freedom and sovereignty.

"And fourthly: this Treaty, with all that is developing from the
present war in the co-operation of the Soviet Union with Western
Europe, will prevent once and for all the possitn'lity of a repetition of
Munich, the possibility of a repetition of the treachery of our Fascists,

the possibility of a repetition of the treachery of the Slovak Fascists and
of their treasonable separation of Slovakia from the Republic in the
service of barbarous German violence and it will banish from our midst
for ever German Nazism and base, treacherous Henleinism. That is
one of the principal ÿuarantees for the existence of a united, national
Czechoslovak State of Czechs, Slovaks and of the Carpatho-Ruthemian
people for the whole of the future that we can survey.
I said to you already in Auÿust IOa2 after the visit to London of the
Commis.sar for Foreign Affairs, Viacheslav Molotov, when at that

time I informed you of the repudiation of Munich by the British
Government through its note, transmitted to Minister Masarvk on
August 5th, 1942--I told you then that Commissar Molotov had assured
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me that the Soviet Union had never had anything to do with Munich
and would never recognise any of its consequences, and that, when
signing a treaty with us on July I8th I94I concerning a military alliance
in the present war against Germany, he had acl(nowledged and signed

it with the pre-Munich Republic. This still holds good for both
our States to-day and it holds good in particular for our present Treaty.
The Soviet Union, moreover, sincerely desires a strong, consolidated
Czechoslovak Republic, as nationally homogeneous as possible, which
should indeed be a good and strong friend and collaborator of the
Soviet nations in the future defence of lasting European peace. It
harbours the same desires with regard to the future Poland, and it
desires not only a good and friendly relationship towards that country
but also full Polish-Czechoslovat( friendship and collaboration. All
this emerges also from the supplementary Protocol to our Treaty
which foresees and desires that this Treaty should in the near future
become a Tripartite Treaty between the Soviet Union, Poland and
Czechoslovakia."
To these words, spoken ill Moscow on 2ISt December 1942, I would

add the following:
We regard this treaty as one of the factors in a post-war security
system, another important factor being, in our view, the Anglo-Soviet
Treaty of =tth March, 1942, which, like our own Treaty, has its main
place in a general world security system in which the United States,
France and the other Allied States will also participate.

In this respect I associate myself fully with the view expressed by
M. Molotov, Commissar for Foreign Affairs, concerning the SovietCzechoslovak Treaty at an important meeting of the Supreme Soviet
at Moscow on February ISt, I944. From the Soviet standpoint he
characterised briefly and precisely the international significance of our
Treaty.
For us, Czechoslovaks, this Treaty by reason of its whole character,
its twenty-years' validity and its automatic renewal, is a permanent
safeguard against any new expansion of pan-Germanism, against the
German "Drang nach Osten " and "Lebensraum " policies. It is a
guarantee of our frontiers and a guarantee also that Munich shall never
happen again. In a word, it is an outstanding guarantee of our independence and of our Republic such as has never previously been
vouchsafed to us.

Our common plan and our desire to unite in this policy of defence
against German imperialism with an independent and democratic
Poland, which will be friendly to us, is sincere, genuine and absolutely
unshakable. It could represent a definite solution of all the disputes
between us and pave the way for a secure future for these three Slavonic
States as well as safeguarding peace in Eastern and Central Europe, and
thus perhaps in Europe as a whole. Germany would never again in
the future venture to provoke a new world-war when faced by the
alliance and harmonious collaboration of these three "ÿlavonic States in
the interests of preserving peace in this part of the worM. Such an
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agreement may therefore have the most far-reaching significance for the
future peace of Europe as a whole.
In Moscow we agreed that we would not cease to strive for such an
understanding. This does not represent a striving for some sort of panSlavism; it represents an effort to put a definite check to the historical
German banditry and pan-German imperialism by the collaboration of
three free independent democratic Slavonic States.
My political conversations in Moscow, in the first place with the
President of the Supreme Soviet, Michael Kalinin, with the Premier,
loseph Stalin, and the Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Viacheslav
Molotov, and with other members of the Government, with a number
of prominent party members and military leaders, covered all the main
problems of the present war, the problem of future peace, and, above all,
the questions of present and future relationships between our respective
States and peoples. Stalin, Voroshilov and I recalled our conversations
in Moscow in June, i935, and agreed that unfortunately our fears
regarding the growth of German and European Fascism had been
terribly justified. I do not hesitate to declare that in all the questions
which were discussed and which were related to our national and
State interests we reached complete agreement and full mutual sympathy. I would add that our exchangeof views was also in complete
harmony with what had already been agreed respecting war and postwar questions between the three Great Powers, particularly at the
Moscow and Teheran Conferences, and that therefore the general
decisions affecting the problem of Czechoslovak policy are not, and
will not be, in any respect in conflict with the Soviet-British-American
political agreements or with the united procedure of these three

Foreign Affairs, and both our Soviet and Czechoslovak Ambassadors
Lebedev and Fierlinger respectively.
I had the opportunity of seeing and hearing many interesting and
important things during my visit. In these matters as in all others I
respect the political views of other personalities, and I am far from
imposing upon them my own ideas or views. Neither do I entertain
the opinion that I am right about everything. I speak only for our
people, to whom I have the right to address myself regarding our
affairs, and I say of Stalin, as I say of the leaders of the Soviet Union
generally, that he is a politician and statesman of the first rank, highly
educated, with boundless energy and a wide political horizon; that
Stalin and Molotov are great Soviet patriots, and that they are therefore able to esteem the patriotism of others, since they are farsighted
political realists, fully aware of what they want and what they can
achieve. Their tremendous war successes over the Nazi army, their
mastery, unexpected by the world, of all their internal problems, and
their successes in war diplomacy and in collaboration with the other
Allied Great Powers during the war, testify to their qualities and to
their work.
However we may regard the Soviet Union and its regime, its earlier
political and present war successes will remain historic facts for the
future. Much of what is now being appreciated about the Soviet
Union I saw during my first visit to Moscow in r935; for this reason

I sided with the Soviet Union against Nazism up to i938; for this

Great Powers.

I may therefore state that as between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia all fundamental and important questions relating to their
mutual relations have been settled to the full satisfaction of both parties,
in friendly harmony and complete solidarity and friendship. I hope
that you will take full account of this fact, which has great political
significance for our future, and I hope more particularly that it will
be noted with full satisfaction by our Czechoslovak people at home.
It is a matter of course that our. discussions concerning the Republic
dealt with the Republic in its pre-Munich fronters, and as far as we
referred to Slovakia, Carpathian Ruthenia or our minority questions.
we spoke of them, just as was the case at Washington, solely as questions of our home policy.
This is, however, not the moment to examine concretely the matters
we negotiated, and about which we reached mutual understanding.
These matters will become clear and publicly known at a later date.
There were, however, no secret agreements and conventions between

us. All that was discussed in several meetings and discussions with
Marshal Stalin and Commissar Molotov and in two official conferences
with Viacheslav Molotov, the Commissar for Foreign Affairs, in the
presence of Alexander I. Korneichuk, the Deputy Commissar for
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reason also I have trusted in the Soviet Union in the present war, and
have never doubted her power. I have.always been confident that the
U.S.S.R. would finally emerge victorious from the present War. And
it was in accordance with this view that I have organised the whole
of our struggle for liberation from the beginning of this second world
war. You yourselves have been witnesses of this for a full three or four
years. My second journey to Moscow confirmed for me these facts
and this truth to a degree that has exceeded my expectations.
The evolution of the Soviet Union and the consequences of that
evolution during the last eight years (since i935) is something which,
under the stress of war, and the events and demands of war, is adapting itself to the new conditions of its internal and international life
and is going ahead at a far more rapid pace than was expected.
Therefore, I do not think that I shall be mistaken in characterising the
present conditions and development of the Soviet Union as follows:
The Soviet revolution may to-day be described as a victorious
revolution. The regime is firmy established; and, though like any
other regime it will evolve further, it has definitely won its struggle
against the old Russia and is becoming stabilised. It has triumphed
internally, since it did not collapse even in face of the grimmest warfare
ever waged against any State. The Soviet Union has triumphed
internationally, since, in a war against the most powerfu! opponent in
the world, she has secured for herself an entirely new international

position and become the recognised and militarily powerful Ally of
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the greatest Empires of the world. She has overcome all attempts at
isolation, and has prepared herself to play a great part in the post-war
world along with her allies and other States.
She is conscious of her war victories, and is proud of them. She

policies, employing new methods and new political means calculated
to secure its newly-won position in the world. I do not consider, by
the way, that this evolution is to-day complete.

is proud of the part which she has played and will play in the struggle

Some see in it a return to what, according to them, is being done by
others; others again stress the fact that it is those who were formerly
opposed to the Soviets who have changed, and that the new attitude
of the Soviets respecting this or that question is therefore entirely
natural. I myself see in it the natural attitude of a successful evolution
of the victorious revolution, which has to be politically stabilised and
which is s'maply progressing in accordance with its own laws--an

for the liberation of Europe and the world and for the safeguarding
of democracy against Nazism. She considers herself as being the equal
of the Great Powers. She claims the recognition of this equality from
others, and wishes to maintain it in the future. She means to enjoy
equal status in collaboration with the other Powers.
In the organisation of her war effort she has equalled the most
capable countries, and in certain respects has gone ahead of them; the
Red Army was the first to smash the German land war machine. She
has overcome all the notorious difficulties of war communications
which hitherto were all but insurmountable. She has coped with all
the dangerous obstacles entailed by supplies of every type, and in this
respect she is now beyond all danger. Her war industry is working
flawlessly and with complete success.
Certain changes in the Soviet Union which have recently surprised the rest of the world are natural consequences, partly of the war,
partly of the developments to which it has ted, and partly of changes
associated with its whole position in the world. Such are the abolition
of the International, the new attitude towards the Orthodox Church

evolution which is sociologically quite normal and explicable. Of this
I was convinced earlier, and I regarded it as an essential part of the
actual Soviet doctrine. Hence, from I922 I strove for a rapprochement
between Europe and the Soviets and for a progressive adjustment with
them. Had this been properly understood in good time on all
sides, there would have been, perhaps, no second World War.
The Soviet Union and the Soviet people are great not only on
account of their historic achievements both for themselves and a!l
others, but also their great national, patriotic war, and their national
revolution generally, but above all, because of what they have
suffered in this terrible war. Hardly any nation has been able to
survive such hardships as the Soviet Union. There is not the slightest
doubt that their sacrifices have been the greatest of the belligerent
States, both in respect of men and material. I set down these reflec-

and religion generally, the incredibly deep and vital cultural, artistic
and literary life in Moscow and other centres of the Sovet Union even
in war time, the intensified Soviet patriotic feeling, the new and sensible
national sentiments, the favourable attitude towards a so-called Slavonic
policy, i.e., the realisation that German imperialism, directed mainly
against the Slavonic peoples, must now be destroyed for ever and the
Slavonic nations must be liberated and protected for the future against
German expansion; then there is the recent change in the Soviet Constitution to the advantage of the federated Republics which was
approved by the Supreme Soviet on February 1st, r944. AI'. these
factors are neither a tactical game or an opportunistic war-time

exploitation of factors which she might perhaps repudiate when the
war is over.

Rather is this the new internal and international evolution of a State
which, having undergone a thorough internal revolution, has now
emerged from isolation, a State and nation which has fought its way to
recognition and a new and rightful position in the world, a nation which
is conscious of its new resources and powers, as well as of its new
international responsibilitiesto Europe and the world, and in the
sa[eguarding of peace throughout the world. This is the natural and
logical development of a great world state whose international position
has now completely changed by reason of the now victorious revolu-

tion, formerly so widely deplored. It finds itself suddenly faced with
new tasks, new obligations and new aims which are more than merely
revolutionary and exclusively Soviet in character. It is pursuing new
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tions during my journey below the slopes of the Caucasus, passing

I

I

through the endless ruin of Russian towns and villages, destroyed
houses, and bullet-riddled hamlets, railway stations, bridges and roads,
travelling past endless cemeteries of German tanks, automobiles,
aeroplanes and arms of every type. One beautiful night I passed
through Stalingrad "a'ial] saw there the incredible desolation inflicted
by the Germans; ruined and shattered houses, in which for the most
part nothing remained bat the shell of the outer walls, projecting to
the skies '.ike terrible fingers calling for revenge, and more ghastly by
night than by day. But this devastation was nothing compared to what
was evoked before my imagination when the Mayor of Stalingrad told
me that he had buried in one cemetery near the Volga as many as I4o,oo.ÿ
defeated, shattered, demoralised and justly punished Germans, who had
been utterly disintegrated and routed by the Red Army, and whom,
having had them carted there on lorries like so many slauglatered animals,

he had piled by tens of thousands in wide, deep pits as if they were
so many logs.
And .there, too, the unassuming heroes of the defence of Stalingrad.
young men, all of them told me incredible details about the defence
of their city, the suffering of all its inhabitants without exception, and

the appalling brutalities which were perpetrated by the German soldiers
against women and children before they could be allotted to their well-

merited graves, the desperate flight and appeals for help of many

On the way back to London: Teheran, Algiers, and a visit paid to
Winston Churchill.

hundreds and perhaps thousands of children and old people along the
blazing streets under the hell of bombardment by German aeroplanes,
till the Red Armies smashed and destroyed the enemy, and in that very
city annihilated all those frenzied plans of Nazism and of the mentallyderanged Berchtesgaden corporal. Finally the Mayor showed as with
pride the house from the cellar of which they dragged out Marshal
Paulus, like a rat on its last legs. This was the collapse of those German plans which had called to high heaven for vengeance. These
scenes can be still seen in the filmed version. Here was a broken
and morally destroyed personality, still carrying the unfulfilled orders
of Hitler in his pocket; ridiculous orders that he must take Stalingrad

We returned via Baku, that metropolis, rich in petroleum, of the
Republic of Azerbaijan. We were received very hospitably by its
President and its political circles, and we saw what tremendous progress had been achieved by this country during the last twenty years
in its national life. On the invitation of His Majesty the Shah and the
Iran Government, we paid an official visit of two days to Teheran, and
I was able to convince myself of our really satisfactory situation in this
so important country of the Near East. We had every reason to be
gratified by the attention shown there to our country and our nation
because of its economic collaboration with Iran, as well as by the
gratitude to our Government for the course o£ action which we took
some years ago in connection with the controversy between Iran and
Great Britain in Geneva. In the distressing period after Munich, and
to-day as well, Iran has not ceased to be true to our mutual friendship
and collaboration.

at all costs.

In Moscow, too, I saw proof of the devastation in the Ukraine, on
the Dnieper, in Kharkov and Kiev; everywhere the same incredible
and appalling brutality, mass-murder of the civilian population, old
men, women and children; cultural monuments and buildings in almost
every liberated town frenziedly and wantonly destroyed; devastated
churches and monasteries, libraries, universities, hospitals, simple homes
of historic interest--and all this without any need or purpose. The
reported details of this savagery made it almost impossible to believe
that the German army still consists of human beings. All this cannot
and must not be forgotten and all this must be atoned for. The Soviet
people are determined to see that it is atoned for.

In Egypt I also had an opportunity of renewing our old and friendly
contacts with the government of H.M. King Farouk, and to exchange
views with him on the present war situation. Then, at the invitation
of General De Gaulle and the French National Committee I paid an

official visit to Algiers. I had friendly and politically significant conversations with General De Gaulle and members of the National
Committee and leading French soldiers, conversations which dealt also
with French-Czechoslovak questions. I was pleasurably surprised to
see the way in which France is rapidly consolidating and recovering

I repeat: The Soviet Union is no less great in its suffering than in
its war effort. And it is just this sutÿ,efing that has brought it to its
present realistic conception of post-war policy, to the decision to make
an end to all this, to come to a sincere understanding with the AngloSaxon peoples and with everyone who genuinely wishes to join us all
in building a new world and a new and more justly organised Europe,
a Europe which will not allow Nazism to reappear with all its brutality, baseness and inhumanity.
I left Moscow with my collaborators on the 23rd December, z943,

highly satisfied and with a feeling of gratefulness to al! the Soviet
people and to their leaders, Stalin, Kalinin and Molotov and all the
others--particularly also the Soviet soldiers--for everything which they
had done for us in the present war, for the really friendly and cordial
reception which was accorded to us in Moscow and the whole country,
and for the goodwill which the whole Soviet Union showed so sincerely and appreciatively to our soIÿers who are fighting on their
front. I may say further that all our soldiers in Soviet Russia who are
performing their patriotic and military duties with the utmost devotion deserve this appreciatiofi. Both for myself and for you and our
whole nation I thank from the bottom of my heart the Soviet Union
and its Goverment; I thank also sincerely all our soldiers and all
our political workers in Soviet territory without exception /or their
truly devoted patriotic and meritorious work on behalf of their country
and for Czechoÿlovak /reedom.
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both politically and in a military sense, and how General De Gaulle
and other leaders are fully conscious of the meaning of their terrible

crisis of I938 and 1939 and her fall in I94o, and how fully they realise
what France will have to do in order to return in Europe to her old
position, to which her great historic past entitles her.
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I myself, in spite of everything which has happened, have never
ceased to believe in France, and I continue to have firm faith in her
great future. I saw many symptoms of a French renaissance during
my visit, and in the course of my conversations in Algiers. The relation of the National Committee to Great Britain and to the United
States is becoming adjusted and is developing satisfactorily, the relation
to the Soviet Union is good; from the military point of view France is
again taking effective part n the severe battles in Italy, and in the
impending invasion of the Continent a newly fighting Fralace will play
fully that political and military part which is her due, in accordance
with the new situation existing between the Allied nations. She will
still have many, very many, difficulties, but the new France with her
Government is again beginning to appear upon the scene in Allied
Europe. It is certain that in this was our French-Czechoslovak affairs
will, by degrees, be settled. Really patriotic Frenchmen have, in any
case, properly appreciated their relationship to Czechoslovakia during
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In Moscow, too, I saw proof of the devastation in the Ukraine, on
the Dnieper, in Kharkov and Kiev; everywhere the same incredible
and appalling brutality, mass-murder of the civilian population, old
men, women and children; cultural monuments and buildings in almost
every liberated town frenziedly and wantonly destroyed; devastated
churches and monasteries, libraries, universities, hospitals, simple homes
of historic interest--and all this without any need or purpose. The
reported details of this savagery made it almost impossible to believe
that the German army still consists of human beings. All this cannot
and must not be forgotten and all this must be atoned for. The Soviet
people are determined to see that it is atoned for.

In Egypt I also had an opportunity of renewing our old and friendly
contacts with the government of H.M. King Farouk, and to exchange
views with him on the present war situation. Then, at the invitation
of General De Gaulle and the French National Committee I paid an
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Committee and leading French soldiers, conversations which dealt also
with French-Czechoslovak questions. I was pleasurably surprised to
see the way in which France is rapidly consolidating and recovering
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present realistic conception of post-war policy, to the decision to make
an end to all this, to come to a sincere understanding with the AngloSaxon peoples and with everyone who genuinely wishes to join us all
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I left Moscow with my collaborators on the 23rd December, z943,

highly satisfied and with a feeling of gratefulness to all the Soviet
people and to their leaders, Stalin, Kalinin and Molotov and all the
others--particularly also the Soviet soldiers--for everything which they
had done for us in the present war, for the really friendly and cordial
reception which was accorded to us in Moscow and the whole country,
and for the goodwill which the whole Soviet Union showed so sincerely and appreciatively to our soIÿers who are fighting on their
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ceased to believe in France, and I continue to have firm faith in her
great future. I saw many symptoms of a French renaissance during
my visit, and in the course of my conversations in Algiers. The relation of the National Committee to Great Britain and to the United
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to the Soviet Union is good; from the military point of view France is
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