
has to s o u n d n o w d a i l y , h o u r l y — e v e r y 
m i n u t e — incessant ly — for there are, 
alas, s t i l l some w h o w o u l d hush the 
w a r n i n g s of c o m m o n sense, a n d w h o 
l i v e i n a fo o l ' s paradise of securi ty 
w h i c h u n h a p p i l y does not exist. 

" G e n t l e m e n m a y c r y 'Peace, Peace," 
but there is n o p e a c e . " 
T h e s o u n d of the E u r o p e a n hur ­

r icane is too close, too threatening , 
too r e a l . 

W e are p r a y i n g a n d w o r k i n g for an 
inte l l igent A m e r i c a n u n i t y — s o that 
our defense m a y be s e r v e d e f f i c ient ly . 
W e are c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h a l l , w h o , l i k e 
true patr iots , are t r y i n g to k e e p w a r 
f r o m the A m e r i c a n shores b y h e l p i n g 
the A l l i e s . I say A l l i e s , because w i t h 
E n g l a n d , C z e c h o s l o v a k i a is f i ght i ng , 
a n d P o l a n d , a n d other nat ions . Y e s , 
w e b e l i e v e that the a i d to the A l l i e s 
s h o u l d be e x t e n d e d , that e v e r y t h i n g 
shor t of w a r , s h o u l d be d o n e to save 
A m e r i c a f r o m the ravages of w a r ; 
fo-r, the airplanes of H i t l e r must n e v e r 
m u r d e r our innocent w o m e n a n d 

c h i l d r e n , the b l o o d y m a i l e d fist of 
the w o r s t i n v a d e r of m o d e r n t imes 
must no t be l a i d o n the throat of free 
A m e r i c a . 

A n d so w e sha l l k e e p o n p r a y i n g 
a n d w o r k i n g for A m e r i c a , for h u m a n i ­
ty, for a rea l , just peace, f u l l y sat is f ied 
that w h e n b r u t a l force is d e t h r o n e d , 
w h e n justice assumes its r i g h t f u l place , 
w h e n l ight sha l l be t r i u m p h a n t over 
darkness a n d h u m a n i t y , over the u g l y 
mons ter of o p p r e s s i o n a n d m u r d e r : 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a s h a l l rise f r o m her 
t o m b m o r e g lor ious , m o r e beaut i fu l 
than ever before . 
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T h e A m e r i c a n N a t i o n is m a d e u p of 
c i t izens w h o s e or igins are i n a l l parts 
of the g l o b e . It seems that dest iny has 
w i l l e d it s o — t h a t our c o u n t r y was to 
s h o w the w o r l d that h u m a n ideals of 
peace a n d c i v i l i z a t i o n c a n b e w o r k e d 
sat is factor i ly if there b e a g o a l w o r t h y 
e n o u g h to unite a l l the p e o p l e , w o r t h y 
of a l l the sacrif ices necessary. O u r 
A m e r i c a n i d e a l is h u m a n d i g n i t y , jus­
tice, peace , securi ty a n d free pursui t 
o f happiness . It has m a d e us in to a 
n a t i o n , the e m a n a t i o n of the n u m e r o u s 
t r o u b l e - m a k e r s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g . V o n 
R i b b e n t h r o p a n d H i t l e r m a y rage a n d 
f u m e , they m a y boast that they c a n 
t h r o w us in to a hopeless c o n f u s i o n , but 
w e k n o w f r o m exper ience that the 
core of A m e r i c a is s o u n d , a n d that 
i n a crisis w e s h a l l s t a n d as one 
against the w o r l d , if necessary, to de ­
f e n d her a n d her priceless heri tage. 

I d o not need to d w e l l at l e n g t h 
o n the r o l e c i t izens of C z e c h o s l o v a k 
o r i g i n h a v e p l a y e d in her short , b u t 
g lor ious h is tory . T h e y f o u g h t f o r the 

U n i o n u n d e r the l e a d e r s h i p of the 
i m m o r t a l L i n c o l n ; they were a c t i v e l y 
w i t h her in the S p a n i s h crisis, m a k i n g 
the supre m e sacr i f i ce ; they enl is ted i n 
thousands w h e n the first c a l l for v o l ­
unteers w a s m a d e b y pres ident W i l s o n 
of i l lustr ious m e m o r y . A n d t o d a y , o n 
the C z e c h o s l o v a k d a y at the W o r l d ' s 
F a i r they are here to testify that they 
h o l d the safety of their a d o p t e d c o u n ­
t ry p a r a m o u n t a n d their l o y a l t y a n d 
d e v o t i o n is u n i m p a i r e d , u n s h a k e n , a n d 
that they are r e a d y to dare their ut­
most so that A m e r i c a n f r e e d o m a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n c e m a y be p r e s e r v e d for ­
ever . T h a t is our message to our f e l l o w 
A m e r i c a n ci t izens. 

In the l a n d of our fathers, a great 
t r a g e d y has t a k e n p lace . T h e be aut i ­
f u l c o u n t r y w i t h its h i g h cul ture , w i t h 
its s u r g i n g pass ion for l i b e r t y a n d 
peace, has been m a d e into a huge 
p r i s o n w i t h countless torture c h a m b e r s ; 
her schools w e r e c l o s e d ; her y o u t h en­
s l a v e d , r a p e d , a n d m u r d e r e d ; her free 
press a b o l i s h e d , her p e o p l e ruthless ly 

r o b b e d b o t h of m a t e r i a l a n d s p i r i t u a l 
possessions. 

A n d yet the C z e c h o s l o v a k n a t i o n 
has not g i v e n u p its l o v e of f r e e d o m ; 
it has not g i v e n u p h o p e ; it has not 
g i v e n u p the struggle. T h e p e o p l e are 
just pa t i en t ly w a i t i n g for the hour w h e n 
they can re-assert themselves a n d share 
i n the f i n a l v i c t o r i o u s struggle of the 
forces of l ight w h i c h w i l l free the 
w o r l d f r o m the menace that is threat­
en ing . 

In say ing this w e are not opt imis ts , 
b l i n d to the e n g u l f i n g dangers a l l 
a r o u n d us. W e are f u l l y a w a r e of 
t h e m . W e are p a r t i c u l a r l y aware o f 
the dangers to A m e r i c a , a n d are d o i n g 
e v e r y t h i n g poss ible to h e l p a l l the 
ci t izens to real ize the g r a v i t y of the 
s i tuat ion . W e h a v e e v e n forseen the 
dange r a n d s o u n d e d the w a r n i n g 
s ignal a year be fore the events i n 
E u r o p e aroused the general p u b l i c i n 
our c o m m o n w e a l t h . A t that t ime w e 
w e r e the v o i c e c a l l i n g i n the d e s e r t — 
but that v o i c e h a d to be h e a r d , i t 


