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NEWS FLASHES FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA
UNDER NAZI DOMINATION
(The news which is coming through in spite of Nazi censorship!)

NO MORE HABSBURGS
The organization of an Austrian battalion, recently
announced by the Department of War in Washington, gave the Austrian monarchists in this country an
opportunity to come out into the open and to reveal
their real plans and true intentions.
While Otto Habsburg, the pretender to the Austrian throne, pretended heretofore to serve humbly
the cause of free Austria, his propagandists are making a bold appeal now for the support to "ten million Austrians living in the United States." There are
less than a million Americans of Austrian origin according to the census and Austria proper has only
six million inhabitants. It is therefore perfectly clear
that the Habsburg propaganda appeals to all the
peoples who were once subjects of the Habsburg
Empire with the self-evident purpose to restore
Austria-Hungary which was liquidated as a result of
the First World War. This is a matter of great importance to all true lovers of freedom and it is most
important to point out once more the reasons why
the restoration of Habsburgs would be a serious
obstacle to the future peaceful collaboration of the
nations of Central Europe.
The fact is that Central Europe does not want to
have anything to do with the Habsburgs.
The Czechoslovak people will never tolerate the
victors of the Thirty Years War, a total war which
devastated completely the Czech territory, robbed
the Czech nation of its independence and oppressed
them for three hundred years and left only 800,000
inhabitants of the 3,000,000 who had lived there
before that war began.
The Czechoslovaks and the other peoples once
subjugated to the Habsburgs will never forget that it
was the Habsburg regime that fired the first shot in
the First World War and which in a union with the
imperial Germany planned perpetual slavery of the
non-Germanic nations composing the great majority
of all those living in the Austro-Hungarian monarchy.
The Habsburgs forfeited forever the right to rule
Central Europe. They failed utterly to reconcile the
national and racial differences and conflicts in their
Empire, although they had three hundred years to
accomplish this. The inability of the Habsburgs to
rule the non-Germanic peoples of Central Europe
contributed heavily to the outbreak of the First
World War which was planned and conducted by
the Habsburgs for the purpose of crushing any

movement for a greater freedom of the subjugated
nations in the Danube Basin.
The Habsburgs have such a record of broken
promises and most solemn oaths as rivals that of
Hitler himself. They are not trusted by the Czechoslovaks, Poles, Yugoslavs, democratic Hungarians,
and even their own Austrians. The Habsburg regime
in Austria proper was eliminated unanimously by
the Austrian parliament in 1918. The Habsburgs
may speak for only a very small minority of the
Austrians, a minority which overthrew the democratic regime in Austria only with the aid of Mussolini! Even in this country they are opposed by the
Austrian bourgeois refugees as well as by the representatives of Austrian labor.
The necessity of a close cooperation of the nations
in Central Europe is recognized by every politically
minded person. But it would be the height of folly to
create in that region a federation headed by a prince
of German blood at a time when we are confronted
with the task of taming the warlike Germans and
preventing aggression.
The Habsburgs cannot be trusted by any democratic power. They are not concerned with the welfare of Central Europe but only with the ambitions
of their own clan. They use every means, fair and
foul, to achieve their goal. Even now the members of
this family keep two irons in the fire; while Otto
Habsburg pretends to be an exemplary democrat in
America, Albrecht Habsburg is a leader of the Nazi
movement in Hungary.
The cause of a free, independent, and democratic
Austria deserves the support of all democrats; but
any direct or indirect recognition given to the Habsburgs would harm this cause and would result in undermining the underground anti-Nazi movement in
Austria as well as the countries liberated from the
Habsburg misrule in 1918.
Any recognition given to the Habsburg movement
which is aiming at the restoration of the old AustroHungarian Empire, would be a severe blow to our
trusted Allies, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Yugoslavia, all loyal members of the family of United
Nations.
When the small nations of Central Europe are being reproached for their inability to settle their disagreements since the First World War, it is well to re(Continued on Page 2)
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NAZI PEACE OFFENSIVE OBSTRUCTED
The American-British offensive in Africa and the
subsequent victories of the Russian army have obstructed the Nazi peace offensive aimed at stabilization of the German gains.
The Nazis expected a deadlock on the battlefields
in the coming winter. They were prepared to utilize
it as a basis for achieving a negotiated peace which
would secure for them undisputed mastery over the
conquered territories. "Germany cannot be beaten
save by a long and disastrous war of attrition, and
because of that a negotiated peace is the most logical
and most reasonable thing to do." Such was the seed
of the reasoning sown by the Nazi propaganda, and
it was finding fertile ground in certain circles of the
Western democracies. But the deadlock is broken.
The Germans can be beaten.
The armies of Generals Eisenhower, Montgomery,
and Timoshenko shattered the cleverly conceived
peace offensive of Hitler. Only persons wishing to
save Nazi Germany at any cost can deny that a
negotiated peace at the present time would be of
advantage solely to Hitler.
The possibility of a negotiated peace has filled
with dread the members of the underground antiNazi movement in Europe. Why fight and suffer
untold tortures if the Allies should deal with the Nazi
murderers?
The removal of this danger has been of vital interest to the Allied powers. The underground movement in the occupied countries is revivified, and the
resistance to the German armies of occupation is
stiffening everywhere. Hitler does not dare to recall
his troops which are spread widely over the continent. His troops of occupation in Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Norway, Belgium, Holland, France, and
Yugoslavia are immobilized by the resistance of the
underground forces of freedom; and this absence of
a million German soldiers, serving in the interior,
from the seacoasts of Europe in the hour of Allied
invasion may well decide the fate of Nazism.
member that the real cause of all the troubles and
turmoil in this region were the machinations and
intrigues of the large aggressor nations, Germany and
Italy. A remedy for this is to put the great aggressors
into their proper places and to curb their lust for
future expansion by erecting a strong world organization capable of controlling them.
The Habsburgs, who are detested by all the
peoples once subjugated by them, cannot unite
Central Europe after this war; they constitute, on the
contrary one of the greatest obstacles to a real democratic and peaceful union of the nations of the Danubian Basin. The Habsburgs belong to the past. May
they rest in the grave they dug for themselves.

PRESIDENT BENES ON
SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION
OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
On November 2 I, President Eduard Benes visited
the mining town of Durham, near Newcastle, where
Will Lawther, leader of the British Mine Workers'
Federation, welcomed him. After visiting Durham
Cathedral and the Town Hall, Dr. Benes lunched
with the leaders of the miners and later addressed
the Durham Miners' Association at Miners' Hall.
He paid high tribute to Britain's workers who
have helped to give the generals in Russia and
northern Africa ships, ammunition, and all the
armaments of war. Because Nazi tyranny is systematically trying to ruin the national life and shedding
the blood of occupied countries, victory must be
made as speedy as possible. Speed, however, depends not so much on military action as upon the
workers throughout the world. The people of the
occupied countries, surrounded by the Gestapo, cannot strike yet.
President Benes recalled with satisfaction his
statements made during the past two years in which
he said that the main issues of the war would be
decided in the late autumn of 1942. These statements had sounded too optimistic to some of his
friends. He has, however, been justified. The main
issue of the war has been decided. Allied pincers are
already doing deadly work but despite the bitter
disputes which have arisen between Hitler and his
generals, despite the corruption of the civil and military bureaucracy, and despite the disillusionment of
the German people, the great strength of the German war machine, even at the present moment, must
not be underestimated.
Turning towards problems of post-war Europe
and recalling social achievements of the Czechoslovak Republic, President Benes said: "After victory
we cannot possibly content ourselves with mere restoration of pre-war conditions. We do not intend to
confront our own countrymen with pre-1939 minds.
They know that drastic changes must be made if
peace, security, and freedom from want are to rest
upon really stable foundations. We shall restore, in
any case, our system of social assurances; and we
are even now preparing new schemes for nationalization of certain categories of heavy industries, particularly of armaments. We shall institute new and
more democratic land reforms, thereby completing
reforms dating back to the last war. We shall, in any
case, reform our bank system in a spirit of greater
parliamentary and state control, and so on. A l l these
measures are now being studied and prepared here
in London by our government.
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"Our Ministry of Reconstruction and Social Wel- EARLY DAYS IN THE
fare has had a busy time since our government was
first established in London, and it will be even busier CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY
when it returns to Prague. The German war machine IN ENGLAND
may crack suddenly, and we do not want to find By Bohumil Bflek
ourselves in a void without policy or plans when
peace is established. Our people at home certainly White Cliffs of Dover
Those who received their education in Czechoslowould not thank us if we returned empty-handed.
Our democracy before the war was, perhaps, one of vakia had an indelible picture impressed upon their
the best in Europe, but we had not gone quite far minds of the approach to England: a picture from
enough towards economic democracy. Economic de- the school textbooks under which was written "The
mocracy was our goal; and it will be our goal when white cliffs of Dover." But on July 7, 1940, at
the war is over and our freedom is once more re- Plymouth, we were not greeted by cliffs but by three
stored. Our democracy before the war was a de- beautiful ladies who gave each of us one smile, two
mocracy of the common man, and it will be so in cups of tea, and three sandwiches.
"What a sensible balance," the admirers of the
a greater degree after this second World War."
Anglo-Saxon practical turn of mind said. I became
angry — for two years nobody had smiled at me so
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
— and we had just passed through the pathetic and
A NATURAL ECONOMIC UNIT
sad collapse of France. A t that time, in Plymouth,
From the beginning of the German campaign for 1 was very hungry, but those smiles were so sweet
the disruption and disintegration of the Czechoslovak that I would have gladly altered the ratio to three
Republic Nazi propaganda strove to achieve the smiles and one sandwich.
complete separation of the Czech provinces from Tracks and Roads Free
Slovakia. It succeeded along certain lines, but met
A relatively large unit, numerous packages, and
with complete failure in the economic field. The
field
kitchens were unloaded from the ship and
bond of economic unity between the Western and
within
an hour were on the train; the train went
Eastern part of the Republic was too strong to be
straight
off at a speed of forty miles an hour and did
broken easily. In spite of the fact that Slovakia has
not
stop
until it reached a certain place in Cheshire.
been nominally independent for four years, the GerLorriea,
ready
waiting for us, took all of us at once
mans were forced to prolong the customs and ecoto
a
camp
prepared
for us; each of us was given
nomic union of Slovakia with the Czech provinces of
blankets
and
a
ground-sheet.
The tracks along which
Bohemia and Moravia, which was granted in the first
the
train
had
gone
were
free,
as they should be for
year of the so-called Slovak independence with the
a
train
with
a
military
transport.
On either side of
expectation that it would last only a few months.
the
railway
line
men
were
working
in the fields as
This assumption proved to be entirely erronenous
they
should
be
working.
The
lorries
drove along
and economically unsound, and the Germans had to
asphalt
roads
which
were
clear.
They
did
not have to
postpone the cancellation of this customs and ecopick
their
way
among
a
confusion
of
other cars,
nomic union from year to year. The last extention in
carts,
and
perambulators
with
which
the
French
time was granted on March 15, for the duration of
roads
had
been
filled
at
the
time
when,
for
twenty
one year.
out of the twenty-four hours of each day, the entire
army and part of the nation had taken to the roads.
Singing Army
FASCIST GROUP DISINTEGRATING
N a s e N o v i n y , a Czechoslovak daily in
London, reports that, as a result of the German reverses suffered in Russia, the Fascist organization
Vlajka, is rapidly disintegrating. It had never
wielded much influence and its public meetings have
always been augmented by the Germans in order to
make them appear more impressive. Since the Russian campaign, even this small organization is declining. Former members are discarding their insignias for fear of the Czech patriots, although every
head in this group already has been counted; and
the Czech patriots wait impatiently for the day of
reckoning with the traitors.

Another transport of Czechoslovak soldiers arrived at Liverpool. On the very first day they came
to know the streets and the inhabitants. They sang
as they walked up Liverpool station, in accordance
with our Army custom. A t that time the streets were
full of people, men, women, and children, watching
this strange unit arriving in England to fight on,
although they could have laid down their arms with
the French. The spectators knew that this singing
unit had been through the terrible retreat; and so
they welcomed them with the waving of handkerchiefs, shouting, and cheering. A l l this combined to
make such a noise as no one from the Continent
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would have expected to find among the Elnglish.
And they held up their thumbs.
Testing Arms on the Germans
The British Army gave us the best of everything
that they had; first of all, food — bacon, butter,
eggs, jam, and all sorts of tins — from salmon to
fruit salad. "Gather your strength," the quartermaster said; "you'll need it yet." They also supplied
us with excellent linen, socks made of the best wool
in the world, shirts, underclothes, towels, and handkerchiefs. They furnished us, furthermore, with good
boots and exellent battle dresses, which we
badly needed, because those of us who had come
from the front in France had with us nothing but the
shirts on our backs. Moreover, we were given cars,
lorries, armored vehicles, tanks, and excellent arms.
But before the ground units could try them out on
the shooting ranges, the Czechoslovak airmen were
putting them to practical use in the battle of Britain.
Six Watch? Such Much?
We came to know England better. It was difficult at first, particularly on account of the language.
The following conversation gives an idea of how the
average Czechoslovak soldier spoke in the summer
of 1940. "Bobby, please." The policeman wheeled
around. "Which watch?" The policeman failed to
understand. There followed eight minutes of unrestrained gesticulation. "I see," the policeman at
length said and showed his wrist-watch. It was six
o'clock. "Six watch? Such much?" and the satisfied
soldier went away leaving a puzzled policeman
wondering whether he meant, as he did, "So late
already."
Learning Basic English
The British Council pressed a textbook of basic
English into the hands of almost all the soldiers and
played a great part in teaching them. The War Office
also helped. If you know only English, try to explain
to some one who knows perhaps five languages (but
not English) that the word: "Match" means not only
a football contest but also the piece of wood with
which you light a cigarette.
When the soldiers had learnt to read, they turned
to newspapers and books seriously. Few people in
the world read as much as the Czechoslovaks do.
Moreover, they crowded the churches. Often, however, they did not know the denomination of the
church they were attending until they caught the
sense of the words spoken by the preacher.

Visiting New Friends
A l l of the soldiers have spent at least one leave
of absence with an English or Scottish family. With
some of these families they became acquainted by
themselves; to others they were recommended by
the welfare officer or the army chaplain. These visits
help our soldiers a great deal. You may well imagine
the situation these men are in — particularly the
younger men — who left their homes three years ago
and who have not received any news but that broadcast over the wireless that a wave of terror is raging
in their home country.
CZECHOSLOVAK COLONEL EXECUTED
As reported by Czechoslovak circles in London,
the Germans, on September 24, executed by placing
before a firing squad Eduard Kelimek, a colonel in
the Czechoslovak army. Colonel Kelimek was known
as an expert in the field of physical culture. He was
for years an outstanding member of the gymnastic
organization, Sokol, and incurred the hatred of the
Germans as the commanding officer of the Czechoslovak army in the district of Moravska Ostrava at
the time of the German occupation.

GERMAN COMMANDOS
APPEAR IN PRAGUE
The Germans in Czechoslovakia are on the
defensive now.
Serious reverses in Russia and the certainty
of another winter campaign with new Nazi defeats have thrown into a panic the Germans in
Prague, the capital of Czechoslovakia. Special
army units were recently created to serve as
German commandos against expected attacks
by the Czechs upon the German nationals.
They serve under the command of the chief of
the Gestapo. It is reported from Prague that
the German inhabitants of Prague were advised
by the authorities to call the telephone number,
22222, in any emergency. As the Czechs know
well of this arrangement, the German commandos may find themselves very busy answering misleading calls and hurrying to an
erroneous destinations in response to false
summonses.
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