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NEWS FLASHES FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA
UNDER NAZI DOMINATION
(The news which is coming through in spite of Nazi censorship!)

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
WRITES T O PRESIDENT BENES

On October 28, President Roosevelt sent
a telegram of felicitation to President Edvard Benes on the occasion of the national
Independence holiday of Czechoslovakia.
The message said:
"The White House, Washington,
October 28, 1942.
"His Excellency, Dr. Eduard Benes,
President of the Republic
of Czechoslovakia,
London (England).
"it gives me great pleasure on this national holiday of Czechoslovakia to send
my hearty felicitations and to convey on
behalf of the people of the United States
an expression of their sincere good v/ishes
as well as their deep and lasting friendship
for the people of Czechoslovakia.
"Defiant to a barbarous oppression and
steadfast in their sacrifice, the Czechoslovak
people are doing their part toward the
victory of the United Nations.
Franklin D. Roosevelt."

BLOODY PRELIMINARIES
TO OCTOBER 28
With the approach of October 28, the Czechoslovak Independence Day, the German executioners in
Bohemia and Moravia were kept very busy by Hitler.
The Nazis intensified their persecution of the Czech
patriots in a vain attempt to stem the growing resistance of the Czech people.
On October 14, the German Special Court in
Prague sentenced to death the following Czech
citizens:
Oldfich Smetana, 33, Prague
Joseph Steiner, 46, Prague
Karel Ledvinka. 24, Prague
Vladimir Vesecky, 29, Prague
Josef Medel, 35, Prague
Josef Renisch, 45, Prague
Vdclav Hefmanek, 29, Dublovice
Karel Hefmanek, Dublovice

On October 15, the following Czechs were executed for high treason:
ZdenSk Koieluh, 25, Brno
FrantiSek Sperl, 36, Haj
FrantiSek Vejs, 37, Prague
Frantisek Stibr, 35, Kosor

According to a report issued by the Czechoslovak
Government, on October 29, in two days of the
week preceding the Czechoslovak Independence
Day, eighteen Czechs were executed in Prague. One
of them was a boy twenty years of age. A l l were
accused of being in possession of arms and of
transmitting messages by an illegal broadcast. A t
the same lime four other Czechs were executed for
treason and twelve for alleged crimes committed
during the blackout. Such accusations are being
THE FATE OF ONE CZECH FAMILY
Czechoslovak labor circles in London report a made by the Nazis in all occupied countries in order
situation which is typical of many families of Czech to mete out punishment for anti-German activities.
Thus in a few days preceding the Czechoslovak
patriots these days. It is the c a s e o f L a n c i k ,
former labor mayor of the city of Pferov, Moravia, Independence Day forty-six Czech citizens were
who fled in 1939 with his son to Great Britain. He executed. While only this number of executions wa.i
is now a soldier in the Czechoslovak Army. His son publicly announced, there were most assuredly many
lost his life last year as a member of the R . A . F . His other Czechs who met the same fate, but their names
wife was sentenced to death by the German court will remain unknown until the end of the war and
martial in Brno soon after the assault was made on Nazi domination.
Heydrich, and executed the same day on which the
sentence was pronounced. Two weeks later Lancik's CZECHOSLOVAKS
daughter was executed by a firing squad. The same GET ANOTHER DORNIER
fate met the sister of his wife and her husband. The
Czechoslovak airmen. Captain Vlastimil V . and
entire family was exterminated by Hitler's execu- Sergeant Zbysek N., shot down a Dornier during
tioners.
a daylight raid on October 19.
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MESSAGE OF
PRESIDENT BENES
(The following message was broadcast by President Edvard Benes to Czechoslovak citizens throughout the world on October 28, Czechoslovak Independence Day.)
"Dear citizens of the Republic: Between the sad
28th of October, 1938, which we recall as marked
by the fall following upon the Munich Pact, and this
year's anniversary which we are living through in
the joyful knowledge of the definite annulment of
the Munich Agreement and all its consequences, by
the agreement of the 5th of August, 1942, between
the British and Czechoslovak Governments, have
been four years of work and struggle, of great effort, and of many sacrifices.
"On this occasion we remember with honor and
gratitude all the soldiers of our national revolution
who have fallen either on the gallows at home or
far from home on the battlefields of the world. The
misery and suffering of Czech mothers, fathers, and
children are not, and will not be, in vain. Just as the
legal and moral annulment of Munich came, so will
true retribution come in our country at home with
the true fall of Germany and with our victory.
"It will now only be a question of our fighting on
in the coming and final phase of our struggle for
freedom and of the renewal of the Republic with the
same resolution, moral strength, and fidelity to the
principles of our national traditions as has been our
task so far. Never perhaps in history have we had
so great an opportunity as now to incorporate our
national and human ideals into the life of a truly
people's Republic. When this whole system of Nazi
aggression, barbarism, and lies is smashed, when the
day of our new national liberation comes, and you
come to a reckoning with all those who have so
basely and villainously attacked and done violence
to us, and with those who have destroyed and betrayed our national and human ideals, I believe that
this will not be an act of vengeance, but of justice.
After this second world war no power in the world,
in any enslaved country, will be able to hold back
the punishing hand of justice from falling, with full
weight and firmness, on the heads of the guilty ones.
And that will be well.
"The development of this war has only served to
strengthen my faith in historical justice. It does not
often happen in history that one generation of itself
should live through the legality of a moral order.
Today we are witnesses of the fact that not only individuals but also whole states and nations pay for
the betrayal of the principles which should have been
sacred to them. Germany is experiencing this today

and will experience it to the full after the war
is ended.
'Faith in historical justice cannot be shaken by
any transitory consequences of operations at the
front, no matter how important. The gigantic struggle with the powers of darkness, represented first
and foremost by Nazi Germany, culminating in the
fighting in Russia, is not yet at an end. The rumbling
of the victorious drums of Goebbel's propaganda
regularly serves only to drown the inner consciousness of the approaching defeat of the Nazis. In
every war the offensive of the attacker is followed
by the counter-offensive of the defender. The important thing is who has the initiative in the final
phase. It will not be Germany.
"1 firmly believe that in spite of the ferocrous
effort of the Hitler hordes, this year will be the
decisive year of this struggle and will bring us
fundamentally n.:;arer to our final aim. With this
faith, prepared for victory, united and strong, and
also joyfully, let us commemorate the 28th of October this year. The 28th of October, 1943, will be
even more joyful."
FORMER CZECHOSLOVAK MINISTER
DIES IN CONCENTRATION CAMP
As reported in No. 1 44 of the N e w s F l a s h es f r o m C z e c h o s l o v a k i a Dr. Ludwig
Czech, of Brno, the foremost leader of the democratic Germans in Czechoslovakia, was sent by the
Nazis to the concentration camp in Terezin, in
Northern Bohemia. Being an old man of 72 years he
did not remain alive very long in his incarceration.
According to a report published by the Czechoslovak Government in London, on October 29, he died
in an old Terezin fortress, which was used, under
the Austrian regime, as a prison for political offenders, and which has now been turned by the
Nazis into a concentration camp for Jews.
Dr. Czech was for many years the president of the
German Social Democratic Party of Czechoslovakia,
the largest party of democratic Germans in the preMunich days. About 1 890, he became the leader of
the German laboring class in Moravia and was
elected to the Austrian parliament. From 1925 to
1928 he was Vice-President of the Czechoslovak
Parliament. In 1929 he became Minister of Social
Welfare and later Minister of Public Works and
Public Health. He was recognized as an expert in
all matters pertaining to health insurance; and he
rendered an invaluable service to organized labor in
Czechoslovakia. Being a staunch and uncompromising enemy of Nazism he soon felt the wrath of the
new regime and at length fell a victim to the Nazi
barbarism.
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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
UNDER NAZI RULE
( A report issued by the Inter-Allied Information Committee, London.)
The Christian Churches in Czechoslovakia have
been brutally oppressed by the Nazi "protectors"
since the German troops occupied Czechoslovakia
on March 15, 1939.
The persecution of the Churches affects all denominations: the Roman Catholic Church suffers as
much as the other Protestant Churches of various
religious beliefs. The Nazis are especially anxious to
prevent the Czech priests and pastors from creating
centers of spiritual resistance, within their congregations; and they are furious because they have failed
to obtain complete control over thousands of parishes
throughout the country.
One of those who recently died, after long suffering caused by the agents of the secret police, was
the Patriarch of the Czechoslovak Church, Dr. G .
A . P r o c h a z k a , whose death was briefly reported on the Prague wireless on February 9, 1942.
It is well known that, shortly after the Germans occupied Prague, the Patriarch was examined by the
secret police. When he was brought before the Reich
Protector, von Neurath, he was asked to give an
assurance that the Church from that time on would
be led autocratically. Von Neurath demanded of the
Patriarch that the constitution of the Church should
be suspended. The Patriarch refused to comply with
this demand. He remained faithful to his Christian
democratic principles; consequently for the remaining months of his life he was in great disfavor with
the Nazi authorities. The Czechoslovak Church remained, under his leadership, the last Czechoslovak
institution, and it was only in April, 1940, that its
name was forcibly changed to "Czecho-Moravian."
Here is a short summary of the present position
of the Christian Churches in Czechoslovakia.
Personal oppression has been exerted upon many
hundreds of Christian leaders. A moderate estimate
is that about 500 priests and ministers are held in
concentration camps. Czechoslovak Churches have
produced more than 500 Niemoellers, who deserve
as much recognition as does the heroic leader of the
German Confessional Church. Even high dignitaries
and distinguished lay workers in Christian Churches
were not spared physical and mental torture of the
most severe character. Among them was Karel Cardinal K a s p a r , the Archbishop of Prague, who
died in June, 1941. About the same time the leading Catholic intellectual, Alfred F u c h s , was
tortured to death; and his ashes were sent to his
widow. A bishop of the Czechoslovak Church and
a Synodal Senior of the Czech Brethren Evangelical
Church died suddenly in the prime of life. The

leader of the Czech Oecumenical Movement, Dr.
B e d n a r , and the General Secretary of the
Czech Christian Student Movement, Dr. S i m s a ,
as well as the leading Slovak Protestant pastor,
R u p p e 1 d , all three of whom are well known in
England, are held in concentration camps.
The same kind of persecution has also affected
such institutions as the Young Men's Christian Association and Young Women's Christian Association;
they are not merely prohibited throughout the country, but several of their members have disappeared-,from their homes and have never returned. According to news recently received the following Catholic
Church orders were forcibly dissolved: The Order of
Emauzy, the Order of the Brothers of Mercy, and
the Order of the School Brothers.
Information has reached the Czechoslovak Foreign
Ministry in London about the treatment of the
Czech priests and ministers in the concentration
camps. They are dressed in prisoners' garments and
prevented from saying Mass or reading their breviary. This treatment is in accordance with the familiar
methods used by the Gestapo. Crowded into rooms
which are not provided with even primitive hygienic
measures, tortured by hunger, beaten and humiliated,
they live their helpless days in agony from which
death often seems to be the only relief. Among the
priests tortured under the most inhuman conditions
were the Dean of St. Peter's Cathedral, in Brno, and
fellow-members of the Chapter. They suffered in
the notorious mediaeval casemates of Spilberk Fort.
Of the Evangelical Churches, the Nazis watch with
the greatest disfavor the Czechoslovak Church, the
existence of which has been altogether banned in
Slovakia. Here, too, the pro-Nazi puppet Government persecutes especially the Lutheran Church, to
which about one-sixth of the Slovak population
belongs.
Grave anxiety for the future of the Churches in
Czechoslovakia is caused by the lack of clergymen.
Hundreds of them are detained for months in various
places of torment, and hundreds of others prevented
from preaching.
Because the Theological Faculties and Seminaries
have been closed for more than two years, it is impossible to ordain new ministers and consecrate new
priests. This lack of clergymen is being used as a
pretext for attempts at germanization: Czech priests
are being replaced by Germans, even in entirely
Czech congregations.
(Continued on page 4.)
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MESSAGE OF
PRESIDENT BENES
(The following message was broadcast by President Edvard Benes to Czechoslovak citizens throughout the world on October 28, Czechoslovak Independence Day.)
"Dear citizens of the Republic: Between the sad
28th of October, 1938, which we recall as marked
by the fall following upon the Munich Pact, and this
year's anniversary which we are living through in
the joyful knowledge of the definite annulment of
the Munich Agreement and all its consequences, by
the agreement of the 5th of August, 1942, between
the British and Czechoslovak Governments, have
been four years of work and struggle, of great effort, and of many sacrifices.
"On this occasion we remember with honor and
gratitude all the soldiers of our national revolution
who have fallen either on the gallows at home or
far from home on the battlefields of the world. The
misery and suffering of Czech mothers, fathers, and
children are not, and will not be, in vain. Just as the
legal and moral annulment of Munich came, so will
true retribution come in our country at home with
the true fall of Germany and with our victory.
"It will now only be a question of our fighting on
in the coming and final phase of our struggle for
freedom and of the renewal of the Republic with the
same resolution, moral strength, and fidelity to the
principles of our national traditions as has been our
task so far. Never perhaps in history have we had
so great an opportunity as now to incorporate our
national and human ideals into the life of a truly
people's Republic. When this whole system of Nazi
aggression, barbarism, and lies is smashed, when the
day of our new national liberation comes, and you
come to a reckoning with all those who have so
basely and villainously attacked and done violence
to us, and with those who have destroyed and betrayed our national and human ideals, I believe that
this will not be an act of vengeance, but of justice.
After this second world war no power in the world,
in any enslaved country, will be able to hold back
the punishing hand of justice from falling, with full
weight and firmness, on the heads of the guilty ones.
And that will be well.
"The development of this war has only served to
strengthen my faith in historical justice. It does not
often happen in history that one generation of itself
should live through the legality of a moral order.
Today we are witnesses of the fact that not only individuals but also whole states and nations pay for
the betrayal of the principles which should have been
sacred to them. Germany is experiencing this today

and will experience it to the full after the war
is ended.
"Faith in historical justice cannot be shaken by
any transitory consequences of operations at the
front, no matter how important. The gigantic struggle with the powers of darkness, represented first
and foremost by Nazi Germany, culminating in the
fighting in Russia, is not yet at an end. The rumbling
of the victorious drums of Goebbel's propaganda
regularly serves only to drown the inner consciousness of the approaching defeat of the Nazis. In
every war the offensive of the attacker is followed
by the counter-offensive of the defender. The important thing is who has the initiative in the final
phase. It will not be Germany.
"1 firmly believe that in spite of the ferocious'
effort of the Hitler hordes, this year will be the
decisive year of this struggle and will bring us
fundamentally n.:;arer to our final aim. With this
faith, prepared for victory, united and strong, and
also joyfully, let us commemorate the 28th of October this year. The 28th of October, 1943, will be
even more joyful."
FORMER CZECHOSLOVAK MINISTER
DIES IN CONCENTRATION CAMP
As reported in No. 1 44 of the N e w s F l a s h es f r o m C z e c h o s l o v a k i a Dr. Ludwig
Czech, of Brno, the foremost leader of the democratic Germans in Czechoslovakia, was sent by the
Nazis to the concentration camp in Terezin, in
Northern Bohemia. Being an old man of 72 years he
did not remain alive very long in his incarceration.
According to a report published by the Czechoslovak Government in London, on October 29, he died
in an old Terezin fortress, which was used, under
the Austrian regime, as a prison for political offenders, and which has now been turned by the
Nazis into a concentration camp for Jews.
Dr. Czech was for many years the president of the
German Social Democratic Party of Czechoslovakia,
the largest party of democratic Germans in the preMunich days. About I 890, he became the leader of
the German laboring class in Moravia and was
elected to the Austrian parliament. From 1925 to
1928 he was Vice-President of the Czechoslovak
Parliament. In 1929 he became Minister of Social
Welfare and later Minister of Public Works and
Public Health. He was recognized as an expert in
all matters pertaining to health insurance; and he
rendered an invaluable service to organized labor in
Czechoslovakia. Being a staunch and uncompromising enemy of Nazism he soon felt the wrath of the
new regime and at length fell a victim to the Nazi
barbarism.
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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
UNDER NAZI RULE
( A report issued by the Inter-Allied Information Committee, London.)
The Christian Churches in Czechoslovakia have
been brutally oppressed by the Nazi "protectors"
since the German troops occupied Czechoslovakia
on March 13, 1939.
The persecution of the Churches affects all denominations: the Roman Catholic Church suffers as
much as the other Protestant Churches of various
religious beliefs. The Nazis are especially anxious to
prevent the Czech priests and pastors from creating
centers of spiritual resistance, within their congregations; and they are furious because they have failed
to obtain complete control over thousands of parishes
throughout the country.
One of those who recently died, after long suffering caused by the agents of the secret police, was
the Patriarch of the Czechoslovak Church, Dr. G .
A . P r o c h a z k a , whose death was briefly reported on the Prague wireless on February 9, 1942.
It is well known that, shortly after the Germans occupied Prague, the Patriarch was examined by the
secret police. When he was brought before the Reich
Protector, von Neurath, he was asked to give an
assurance that the Church from that time on would
be led autocratically. Von Neurath demanded of the
Patriarch that the constitution of the Church should
be suspended. The Patriarch refused to comply with
this demand. He remained faithful to his Christian
democratic principles; consequently for the remaining months of his life he was in great disfavor with
the Nazi authorities. The Czechoslovak Church remained, under his leadership, the last Czechoslovak
institution, and it was only in April, I 940, that its
name was forcibly changed to "Czecho-Moravian."
Here is a short summary of the present position
of the Christian Churches in Czechoslovakia.
Personal oppression has been exerted upon many
hundreds of Christian leaders. A moderate estimate
is that about 500 priests and ministers are held in
concentration camps. Czechoslovak Churches have
produced more than 500 Niemoellers, who deserve
as much recognition as does the heroic leader of the
German Confessional Church. Even high dignitaries
and distinguished lay workers in Christian Churches
were not spared physical and mental torture of the
most severe character. Among them was Karel Cardinal K a s p a r , the Archbishop of Prague, who
died in June, 1941. About the same time the leading Catholic intellectual, Alfred F u c h s , was
tortured to death; and his ashes were sent to his
widow. A bishop of the Czechoslovak Church and
a Synodal Senior of the Czech Brethren Evangelical
Church died suddenly in th© prime of life. The

leader of the Czech Oecumenical Movement, Dr.
B e d n a f , and the General Secretary of the
Czech Christian Student Movement, Dr. S i m s a ,
as well as the leading Slovak Protestant pastor,
R u p p e 1 d , all three of whom are well known in
England, are held in concentration camps.
The same kind of persecution has also affected
such institutions as the Young Men's Christian Association and Young Women's Christian Association;
they are not merely prohibited throughout the country, but several of their members have disappeared
from their homes and have never returned. According to news recently received the following Catholic
Church orders were forcibly dissolved: The Order of
Emauzy, the Order of the Brothers of Mercy, and
the Order of the School Brothers.
Information has reached the Czechoslovak Foreign
Ministry in London about the treatment of the
Czech priests and ministers in the concentration
camps. They are dressed in prisoners' garments and
prevented from saying Mass or reading their breviary. This treatment is in accordance with the familiar
methods used by the Gestapo. Crowded into rooms
which are not provided with even primitive hygienic
measures, tortured by hunger, beaten and humiliated,
they live their helpless days in agony from which
death often seems to be the only relief. Among the
priests tortured under the most inhuman conditions
were the Dean of St. Peter's Cathedral, in Brno, and
fellow-members of the Chapter. They suffered in
the notorious mediaeval casemates of Spilberk Fort.
Of the Evangelical Churches, the Nazis watch with
the greatest disfavor the Czechoslovak Church, the
existence of which has been altogether banned in
Slovakia. Here, too, the pro-Nazi puppet Government persecutes especially the Lutheran Church, to
which about one-sixth of the Slovak population
belongs.
Grave anxiety for the future of the Churches in
Czechoslovakia is caused by the lack of clergymen.
Hundreds of them are detained for months in various
places of torment, and hundreds of others prevented
from preaching.
Because the Theological Faculties and Seminaries
have been closed for more than two years, it is impossible to ordain new ministers and consecrate new
priests. This lack of clergymen is being used as a
pretext for attempts at germanization: Czech priests
are being replaced by Germans, even in entirely
Czech congregations.
(Continued on page 4.)
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In Prague, on June 3, 1942, the Protestant clergyman Frantisek S i m e k (aged 60) was, together
with his fifty-one-year old wife, sentenced to death
and shot on a charge of "Harboring persons involved in activity hostile to Germany." This is the
first execution of a clergyman in Czechoslovakia officially admitted by the Nazis.
The ministers of religion who are still allowed to
perform their functions do so under the greatest difficulties. The German overlords are willing to tolerate religious instruction only in so far as it is concerned with giving consolation about the life after
death. Any desire to apply the principles of Christian
morality to the social sphere and to international
relations is ruthlessly frustrated. To preach the
sovereignty of God above the nation, above the
race, and above the State is regarded as high treason
and punished as an offense against the Third Reich.
The swastika is openly held up as the symbol of
anti-Christian paganism. The Christian religion in
both its Protestant and Catholic forms is despised as
a world outlook. Christianity is treated with contempt by those who regard themselves as a race of
masters.

*

» »

Since this report was written in June, 1 942, a new
campaign of the Nazis against all Churches in Bohemia and Moravia has been launched. The assault
on Hangman Heydrich provided the German authorities with a pretext for the savage persecution of all
Christian denominations and for the intensification
of their persecution of the Jews. Bishop Matej Pavlik
G o r a z d , the leader of the Czech Orthodox
Church, was executed on September 4 with Rev.
Jan S o n n e v e n d , Dr. Vladimir P e t r e k ,
and Rev. Vaclav C i k 1 of the St. Charles Borromeo Church, in Prague. They were charged with
sheltering the assailants of Heydrich. The Catholic
priest. Rev. Adolf T e s a f , parson of Ivancice,
was executed on June 16, with his kinsman, V .
S e k e r k a , and ten members of their families.
They were accused of supporting the wives and
children of Czech patriots executed by the Nazis.
Rev. K o s t i k a and Rev. V o n e s were executed on July 1, charged with aiding the Czech
parachutist. Pechal. Eleven priests and novices of the
Nova Rise Monastery, Moravia, were arrested for
listening to a foreign broadcast, and the Czech
Catholic gymnastic Federation Orel was dissolved
and its property confiscated. The Nazi newspapers in

Bohemia and Moravia threaten with new stern
measures all Czech clergymen of every denomination who are accused of anti-German activities.
SLOVAK NAZIS ATTEMPT TO
ORGANIZE MEMBERS LIVING ABROAD
Czechoslovak circles in London report that the
Parliament of so-called independent Slovakia was
presented with a bill introducing a totalitarian
system for Slovakia, based on the Fuehrer principle
of the Hlinka Party. It was adopted by Parliament
on October 22.
The bill covers the following points: "The Slovak
nation participates in the leadership and administration of the State through the Hlinka Party." —
"The Party leader's official title is 'vodca'
(leader)." — "The leader is elected for five years
and his orders are binding on every member of the
Hlinka Youth, the Hlinka Guards and the Hlinka
Slovak People's Party." The bill also contains an
'Aryan' paragraph. The Party organization is to follow the Nazi Party program. M e m b e r s
living abroad
are
to be
organized
on the
principles
of the
Nazi
Party's
foreign
organization.
DECORATION AWARDED
CZECHOSLOVAK AIRMEN
The Ministry of National Defense published an
additional list of twenty-seven War Cross awards to
Czechoslovak airmen and officers. Two airmen were
awarded the Medals for Gallantry; three officers
and two non-commissioned officers were commended
for distinguished activities. A third and a fourth
Medal for Gallantry were awarded to Karel Kutlvasr, the Czechoslovak ace who has already earned
the War Cross five times and who has flown more
than 320 hours in active service.
NEW RACE DISTINCTIONS IN GERMANY
It is related in Prague coffee houses that there
are now three distinct groups of Germans:
Die R e i c h s d e u t s c h e n , living in Germany proper; Die V o l k s d e u t s c h e n ,
members of the German minorities in occupied
countries; and Die S p i t a l d e u t s c h e n ,
living in hospitals all over Europe. Since Hitler's
drive into Russia the last group may soon outnumber other groups of the German people.
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