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able to breathe, but a little warmer at
last.
I^ESS K E A T .

Her thoughts go back
to Christmas. She remembers with a
nostalgic pang pre-war Christmasses.
Yet further back, better still Christmasses before 1933. One remembers
the family Christmas tree, gaiety,
gemutlichkeit. There will be very little
gemutlichkeit this Christmas, she knows
that. And the sudden ten percent cut
in the domestic fuel ration is not going
to help matters.
The papers say: "in the event of an
exceptionally long and hard winter
measures will be taken to overcome
hardships which may occur." But Frau
MuUer has little faith in such vague
promises. Much the same sort of
promises were made in the winter of
1939—but they came to nothing.
PAMIIiIES S E F A B A T E D .

Frau Muller's thoughts go back to that first war
winter. TThen at least she had Karl
and Johann with her, and Anna was

still at home. But now Karl is with
the Afrika Korps, and she has had no
news for weeks. Johann was killed on
the Russian front a lew weeks before
his eighteenth birthday. Anna's hust
band got a job in Cologne in 1941;
they lost their home in the big raid,
and are now housed in wooden shacks
outside the city since the Nazi party
tailed to make any plans in advance for
alternative accommodation.
They
would have to spend Christmas there,
as travelling was absolutely forbidden,
and those who break the law may be
sent to concentration camp.
The bell rings and the tram stops
for the fifteenth time. The conductress
shouts "Halle Strasse" and Frau Muller
with several other people fights her way
out of the tram. She walks along the
street and in at the factory gates. Just
inside there is a big propaganda poster
announcing Christmas food allowances.
She stops and looks at it, her heart
hea^-y. Food will not bring back
Johann again.

TAILPIECE
A German soldier being decorated by Hitler was asked what would be his
dearest wish should a bomb drop beside him. "That my Fuehrer should be
with me," was the answer.
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PLEASE PASS T H I S O N T O Y O U R FRIENDS, A N D ADVISE US IF
Y O U WISH F U R T H E R COPIES, T O ASSIST I N O B T A I N I N G
AS WIDE A D I S T R I B U T I O N
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" A i r superiority does not mean superiority i n numbers. Whether on land or
sea or i n the air it means you can do what you want to do without serious
interference from the enemy's air force.
We jrpt that superiority i n Egypt hy various means—hy organization, tactics
and training." ( A i r Chief Marshal Tedder, Novemher X£th, 1942).
In the Battle of Egypt the Royal A i r
Force has won one of its most brilliant
victories. In the Battle of Britain it
won a victory of defence, and won it
alone. The victory of attack in Egypt
was shared with the army—and made
more glorious by perfect co-operation
between the two arms.
T H E B . A. F . F A V E S T H E W A Y .
For men who fly the skies over the
desert and over the Mediterranean there
is no respite from battle. While the
opposing Eighth Army and the Afrika
Korps, has been gathering reinforcements, the Royal A i r Force has continued'daily and nightly the struggle
for mastery of the desert air. And gaining that mastery, it has had to isolate
the Egyptian battlefield from supplies

AS POSSIBLE.
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This
first task of the R.A.F. was begun when
the Eighth Army made its stand at E l

Mediterranean patrols have kept' constant watch tor Axis supply ships, tanks
and U-boats.
Heavy bombers from Egypt and
Malta made in sixteen weeks, up to the
opening battle of Egypt on October
2 3 r d , 172 attacks on Rommel's supply
bases in Africa.
Bombers from Britain have carried
out devastating attacks on Genoa, the
chief port at which supplies for the
Axis in Africa are assembled, and on
the industrial towns of Turin and
Milan.
How well the R.A.F. has succeeded
in this task of cutting the enemy's supply lines can be assessed from the following facts: Over 100 supply ships
including i j tankers have been damaged or .sunk. Not a single tanker
reached Rommel's forces during the
seven weeks before the battle began.
The German radio has announced the
following heavy bombing by the R.A.F.
"In view of uncertain shipping conditions in the Mediterranean ships have
been forbidden to call at Genoa harbour for the time being."

)
FBEl^TJBi; TO B A T T L E . The land
battle in Egypt began October 2 3 r c l ,
but two weeks earlier the R.A.F. took
the offensive in preparing the battleground for the army.
Light bombers, fighter bombers and
fighters, were concentrated against the
Axis advanced landing ground at Daba
in one of the biggest air attacks made
in the Western desert. Throughout
the next fortnight the attack increased.
Enemy fighters were bogged on their
airfields, they were heavily bombed,
and from that time the enemy never
recovered from the blow which had
been dealt him.
The Luftwaffe had thus been prevented from interfering in the Eighth
Army's offensive preparations, and the
R.A.F. had gained mastery of the air
over the battlefield never to lose it.
A B M V A N D A I B F O B C E CO-OFEBATIOIT. Thus from the moment the
land attack was launched the air arm
was able to give complete umbrella
protection to the advancing army.
Britain's A i r Minister, Sir Archibald
Sinclair, has described how whfen the
land battle opened, more than once
over a thousand sorties were flown in
a single day.

AIB ABTII.:LEBT.

The next stage
was provision of an advanced striking
force, a kind of air artillery, which
demonstrated perfect co-operation between the army and the air force. This
'air artillery" put on a barrage directed at the forefront of the battle
directly ahead of the Allied forward
troops. Co-ordination was so exact that
attacks were made on the enemy within
four hundred yards of the Allied forces,
and rarely more than a mile ahead of
them.

BOSTON TEA FABTIES. In the
meanwhile, behind the enemy's advance
forces, the R.A.F. was perfecting another type of attack which, because
Boston bombers were so largely used,
came to be known as "Boston Tea
Parties."
These little entertainments have been
described by A i r Marshal Tedder:
"There is something impersonal about
it
. if you are in a Stuka attack
you see a plane diving. If it is diving
three hundred or four houndred yards
away you know you are safe."
"But with this new formation bombing of ours the bombs are dropped on
a carpet covering several square miles
so arranged that the blast of every
bomb overlaps the blast of the one
dropped next to it."
"The enemy seeing the formation
approach overhead never know whether
they are going to be in the middle of
that carpet of bombs."
Boston Tea Parties have been held
with devastating effect both on troop
concentrations and retreating lines of
mechanized transport.

BEHIND THE FBONT I.INE. These
are some spectacular ways in which
the R.A.F. has achieved that superiority which prevented the enemy from
interfering with land operations, and
which enabled the R.A.F. itself to fake
the offensive.
But the success of the spectacular attacks were due to many factors. The
R.A.F. and the men who flew with them
enjoyed leadership of high quahty, they
flew the finest machines in the world,
their ground crews, their salvage and
repair units, worked around the clock
over long supply routes where the attacking force had to live largely on
what it could repair.

A G B E A T O F F E N S I V E W E A F O N . Great as was the part played by the A l t
Arm In the Battle of Egypt the chief credit must go to the Eighth Army.
In words of A i r Chief Marshal Tedder; "The hreakthrough was definitely
made hy the land forces. We played our modest part. It was a joint show.
The men In my command are British, South Africans, Canadians, Americans,
Fighting French, Foles and Greeks. The cocktail has heen very sustaining.

They are a l l good. The ground crews and ground organization, vrithont
which we can do nothing, have worked magnificently."
It was the army's victory, hut it was also the victory of the B . A . F . fighting
force, which existing in the earlier days as a miniature weapon, has proved
its superiority over the I^uftwaffe. To-day no longer a weapon of defence i t
goes forward to attack with ever mounting strength.

F R A U MULLER PREPARES
FOR CHRISTMAS
What are the German people looking
forward to as the fourth war Christmas
draws near? "More food" say the Gerinan propagandists, ignoring the fact
that the extra allowance represents a
few days ration only. "Eggs, cigarettes,
brandy, a little more butter, sugar,
even an ounce of coffee, is the reward
for bitter battles in the East, t h i first
fruits of the conquest of the Ukraine."
But Frau Muller as she stands in the
tram queue in the bitter cold waiting
to go to her work in the armaments
factory thinks of other things.
XiONGEB W O B K I N G K O U B S . She
thinks first how tired she is, always this
long wait, and the trams get less frequent each day. Now the seats have
been taken out so that more people
may travel in one tram. She has to
stand during the tedious half-hour
journey. Her working day is long
enough already—ten hours at the bench
and a couple of hours housework each
day before she leaves home, and when
she gets back at night. How in the
world, she thinks, is she to find any
time -for Christmas preparations.
F E W E B GOODS. She thinks about
rudeness and the bad temper of the
shopkeepers. She feels somehow they
are not wholly to blame. She admits
their life is difficult as they struggle
daily with their depleted stocks. Still
she thinks they might have a little more
consideration for their customers. How
is an ordinary person to know, for
example, that daily household necessities like combs, toothbrushes, and

toilet paper, are unobtainable, or that
the goods in the windows are already
"sold" and left there simply for display.
Presents, she realizes sadly, are out of
the question. She has no time to go
shopping, and there is nothing to buy.
F E W E B Cl^OTHES. She looks down
the road anxiously but there is no sigti
of the tram. The cold is penetrating,
and she shivers in her well-worn suit.
She has been hoping to have a new
one this Christmas. She has saved her
coupons carefully, buying nothing all
summer. But a fortnight ago a decree
was passed that destroyed her dream.
Her husband had read to her out of
the paper: "Instead of being able to
buy or order a new suit or overcoat
on the strength of their card, adults
must henceforth apply for a special
permit if they desire to buy one of
these articles. In doing so he or she
must prove there exists a definite need
for either coat or suit." She had gone
at once to the clothing office, but she
had not been given a permit. "Your
present suit is still wearable," she was
told. "It can be patched and metided
against the cold."
Presently the clatter of the train
interrupts-her thoughts. It creaks to
a standstill, very old and shabby. If it
had not been for the war they were to
have had new buses on this route. Only
a few from the long queue can get on,
but Frau Muller is lucky. She got here
early. She finds a place and stands
squeezed in between two bulky workmen, uiiable to move, practically un-

