is not oniy a war of soidiers in nnifom, it
is a war of the peopie^-^of nii the peopie^nnd
it must he fon§ht, not oniy on the hattiefieid, hut
in the cities and in the viUafes, in the factories
and on the farms, in the home and in the heart of
every man, woman and chiid who ioves freedom /
«.... This is the peopie's war! it is oar war!
We are the fighters! Fipht it, then/ Fight it
with aii that is in as! And may Cod defend the
rightt
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CEVUQL OR three years the C a n a d i a n people have been at v/ar — three years in which
MKIBJP "incidents" have become wars and wars have spread and merged into a single
I^SJI^^^iynflict, drawing into its vortex even the most peaceable people.
m0B^
W a r began for the Chinese five years ago when the Japanese burned and
pillaged peaceful Chinese villages. It began seven years a g o for the natives of
Abyssinia when Italian bombs burst on squalid mud huts.
But for the people of the w o r l d it began more than three, five or seven years ago.
It started in some pre-historic settlement when nomads stopped their wanderings to till
the soil and live in peace. It is the age-old and continuing fight for freedom from
oppression and tyranny — for the liberty of the individual a n d the dignity of human life.
It is the people's war.
O n September 10, 1939, C a n a d a declared war. For the second time in a generation
the sound of marching G e r m a n feet echoed its challenge to liberty. The raucous voice
of a victorious army entering the smoldering ruins of W a r s a w threw out a n e w
defiance of f r e e d o m :
"To-day we have Germany,
Tomorrow the whole world is ours."
On this third anniversary of Canada's entry into the second world war, democracy
and the entire civilization with which it is associated is in the gravest peril. For three
years Germany, its ideological allies, Japan and Italy, and its opportunist satellites,
have conquered and placed in bondage many of the great nations of the w o r l d :
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Denmark, N o r w a y , the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Greece,
Yugoslavia, the Philippines, M a l a y a , the Netherlands East Indies and Burma.
For the first time in history the North American Continent is menaced by invasion.
The oceans and the icy wastes of the north a r e no longer insuperable barriers to
conquest.
Canada's position in a world at w a r is clearly and realistically defined b y Prime
Minister K i n g :
' W h o can doubt that our security, that the security of this hemisphere depends upon
holding the German and Japanese forces in check in the old world until, from the new,
sufficient strength can be gathered to overcome their terrific power?
"The machines and weapons of modern w a r have annihilated space; they have all
but destroyed time. Remoteness and distance provide no protection. In this w a r

'overseas' has in reality lost its meaning.
The conflict is one, single and indivisible,
whether it is fought on the sands of Egypt, on the steppes of Russia, in the depths of
China, on the islands of the Pacific, in the Arctic wastes, or in the skies over Britain and
G e r m a n y and the conquered countries in Europe.
There can be no security for us, for
our homes, and families, until the forces of the enemy are defeated and crushed."
Thus it is that the hope of the oppressed people of the world are centered on this
continent, on the strength that is gathering here to meet the awful strength of the
enemy.
In C a n a d a the grim urgency of the task is speeding the marshalling of men and the
production of materials for war. The outcome of the war, now at its climax, will be
decided by the aid which comes from this continent, and to no inconsiderable extent
by the help that comes from C a n a d a .
w h e n historians write the story of the first three years of the war they may say that
Canadian weapons helped the allies in their woeful inadequacy of arms,- that the food
from this country sustained the British in their fight for their island home; that the men
of C a n a d a stood guard in the most critical period of history; that C a n a d i a n airmen
helped change a defence in the air to a winning air offensive, and that sailors from the
Dominion assisted the sorely pressed British N a v y in snatching victory from the Axis
when it was just within their grasp.
Canadians in these three years have turned a peaceful country to total war. At times
they have accomplished what seemed impossible. More than half a million men wear
the uniforms of the three fighting services. A large army has been sent to Britain,
equipped and trained under great difficulty, and it now stands as a potent w e a p o n in
the allies' invasion plans. Every d a y and every night C a n a d i a n airmen are over
Germany and occupied Europe devastating war plants which make weapons for the
Axis, and disrupting the Prussian pattern of a master-slave Europe. Largely landlubbers,
Canadians have taken to water and sailors of the N a v y are everywhere on the seven
seas.
In every battle since Dunkirk C a n a d i a n arms have been used. A n d they are going
to Britain and our allies in every part of the globe in steadily increasing volume.
C a n a d i a n farmers are producing a vital part of the foodstuffs which feed the people
of the United Kingdom.
Wheat is being sent regularly to heroic and vanquished
Greece as a gift from the C a n a d i a n people.
For a country with a relatively small population this record is great. But in the light
of what remains to be done it must be bettered. Before victory is in sight Canadians
will have to work harder and make more sacrifices. There is the example of: the
Chinese, the Russians, the Yugoslavs, the Greeks and the other people fighting for freedom by which to gauge our effort.
What is Canada's war objective? Here is the opinion of the Minister of Finance:
"Let us tell you what I think we should aim to d o ; I think we should aim to make a
reputation for C a n a d i a n achievement in this war that will be the talk of the world for
generations, that will be the pride of ourselves, our children and our children's children.
I want our allies — I want the people of the United Nations — to ask themselves: 'How
can 11,500,000 people in the northern part of the North American continent do so
much and do it so w e l l ? "
#
#
#
#
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Canada at war—
\
In the Navy, Army and Air Force,
In the factories producing the machines and
weapons of war,
On the farms growing food for Canada, its
fighting men, and its allies,
And in the industries, utilities and services
without which a highly complex society could
not operate.
They are all vital war jobs. For a total effort
none can be neglected. To do them all there is a
limited number of men and women, who must be
used as effectively as possible so that all the
commitments of Canada will be fulfilled.
On the farms there are 1,250,000 workers.
They have a big job, for food is vital to the allied
nations, who cannot feed themselves.
More than 900,000 persons are directly and
indirectly employed in war work and the number is
growing steadily. Of this number 145,000 dre
women, and the number of women doing jobs.

formerly done by men, is increasing rapidly.
Young girls, middle-aged and even older women
are now doing a hard day's work in the factories of
the nation.
Another 300,000 persons are employed in
essential utilities and mining and the importance
of this section of Canadians in war work is great
indeed.
Finally, it is estimated, there are 2,000,000
persons employed in civilian industries.
A l l these total 5,000,000 workers, of whom
only the last group producing civilian supplies
can supply workers for more essential war work.
Of the 2,000,000 it is believed about 500,000
could be diverted to war work without seriously
affecting essential civilian needs.
For the five months from August to December
this year 250,000 persons will be needed for the
armed services and war industries. When these
requirements have been met the number of
Canadians available for the armed services and
war industries will be extremely small.
The present shortage of manpower has been
brought about by the steady growth in the past
three years of the fighting forces and war industry.
A t the start of war there was a substantial number
of unemployed persons. The first stages of planning and organizing for war required relatively
few workers, but as the actual production stage
was reached idle workers were used up at a
steadily increasing rate. The growth of the armed
services took hundreds of thousands of physically
fit men.
To meet the shortage of skilled help the
War Emergency Training Program is training
workers. In the past fiscal year 73,766 persons
were trained, 20 per cent of whom were women.
This summer nearly 50 per cent of the trainees
were women and the proportion is growing
steadily.
Provincial governments, industry and educa-

tional institutions are co-operating in the training
program.
Students are being encouraged to enter or
continue such courses as science, engineering,
medicine and dentistry.
So far as possible Canada's handling of manpower has been on a voluntary basis. By 1942,
however, it had become evident that persuasion
and voluntary controls were not enough to keep
the country's effort going at full speed. A program of National Selective Service was introduced
by the government in March, carrying with it a
large measure of compulsion. The age for calling
up men for compulsory military service was raised.
Certain occupations were named into which
physically fit men of military age could not enter.
The importance of women in war industry was
stressed and a campaign laid down to attract
women workers.
The controls were gradually tightened as the
manpower shortage grew more serious.
Employees could no longer move at will from one job
to another and employers had to report staff
changes and anticipated changes. The age for
compulsory military service was broadened to include single men and childless widowers from 20
to 40.
In August it was announced that the sole
responsibility for the mobilization and allocation
of all manpower was to be placed under National
Selective Service. A l l departments concerned,
such as the Department of Munitions and Supply,
Agriculture and the armed services are co-operating in manpower plans. National Selective
Service will also soon be responsible for the callup of men for compulsory military training.
Labor, like tea, coffee and gasoline has been
rationed.
Any Canadian who is thinking of changing his
or her job immediately comes under the surveilU
once of National Selective Service. In peacetime.

workers who wanted jobs, or employers who
wanted workers, referred to the "help" columns of
their newspaper. Now no employer or employee
can make any employment arrangement through
advertisements without first obtaining authority of
the local office of National Selective Service.
If the employee does not like the job he is in, he
simply does not quit. He has to give notice in
writing to his employer seven days before he intends to end his employment. The employer musi
conform to the same requirement. A copy of the
written notice must be forwarded to the local
unemployment office. The employee is given a
form known as a separation slip.
A n employer cannot interview any prospective
employee unless the applicant has a permit to
look for employment from an employment office.
No permits will be granted by this office unless the
applicant has his separation slip, or can prove that

he has been unemployed. Permits to seek work
can be restricted to any locality or type of work
the employment office wishes. A n employed
worker may be required to accept suitable work
or transfer from one job to another in which his
labour is more fully used.
When an employed person is placed in a new
job by National Selective Service where he can
perform a more useful function he will be reinstated in his former job when the war work is ended.
This provision is also made for sailors, soldiers and
airmen who will be returned to previous civil
employment.
The final stage in the rationing is being reserved.
That is the transferring of employees from less
essential work. So far the curtailment of activity
in civilian industries, brought about by material
shortages and by simplification, has released
workers for more essential work. Direct transfer
of labour may be made by National Selective
Service if that becomes necessary.
There remains a few sources for manpower.
There are the workers in industry who can be
moved to more essential jobs. There are retired
persons, young men and women leaving school
and a large number of women whose services are
not now in use. The efficiency of industry may be

increased by reducing absenteeism and increasing
the unit output of workers by improvement of
relations between labour and employer.
There are many jobs which women can do in the
place of men. In munitions plants alone there are
countless jobs for them. They are not heavy
tasks but they require steady nerves and good
physiques. When war production reaches its
peak there will be places for hundreds of thousands
of women in such occupations.
The registration of Canadian womanpower starts
in September and through it will be learned how
many women will be able to take jobs. The first
group to register will be the 20-24 age group. In
succeeding months other groups will be registered.
To ease the burden on women already employed, the Federal Government and the Governments of Ontario and Ouebec have laid plans for
day nurseries for the care of children whose
mothers are working. Other steps are being taken
to ensure that women in industry will have the best
of care.
There are still some idle resources of manpower
and womanpower in the country, but the time is
fast approaching when this most precious of all
commodities will have to be rationed as carefully
as rubber or silk.

definite pattern. It has rapidly built a convoy
navy, for its major task has been the provision of
escorts for Atlantic shipping.
The Canadian Navy's share oi convoy protection has not been confined exclusively to the
east-west shipping routes. Its ships have given
protection to merchant shipping on north-south
courses, extending their activities south to the
Caribbean Sea.
Although security needs make it necessary to
withhold details of successes against the enemy.
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_ k RIED, tested and proved in three years
of conflict at sea, the Royal Canadian
1
Navy enters the fourth year of war a
full partner in the Battle of the Atlantic
with the navies of Great Britain and the United
States. To the battle it brings more than 400 ships
and more than 40,000 men. By the end of March
it is anticipated that these figures will be increased to more than 500 ships and 44,000 men.
The growth of Canada's Navy in relative size
and striking power provides a comparison unmatched by any other naval power in the world.
In September, 1939, when the Service was
mobilized on a war footing it was able to send
to sea only six actual fighting ships (destroyers).
Half a dozen other vessels, mainly minesweepers
were on the list. O n permanent strength were
less than 1,800 men.
The latest figures are more than 400 ships (a
growth of more than 30 times the original
strength) ond more than 40,000 men (approximately 25 times the strength at the outbreak of
war).
In building this Navy, Canada has followed a

Midget ships of war with magnificent record of accomplishment in
the Battle of the Atlantic are Canada's corvettes. This dramatic
photo symbolizes the ceaseless campaign against the enemy at sea.

the Naval Minister announced in August that
submarine hunting by the Royal Canadian Navy
could be presumed to be "good". It had been
known, previously, that Canadian ships had
scored successes against submarines, but seldom
have details of these successes been disclosed.
Successes have not been gained without cost,
and more than 500 officers and ratings have
been killed on active service, 72 wounded or
injured and four taken prisoners of war. Two
destroyers, H. M . C. S. Fraser and H. M . C. S.

Margaree have been lost, with three corvettes,
H.M.C.S. Levis, Spikenard and Windflower and
two patrol ships, H.M.C.S. Bras d'Or and Otter.
Although the Canadian Navy has been built
with an eye to its main objective, that of convoying, it has on occasions taken part in actions
at sea which have hod nothing to do with its convoy duties.
In the earlier days of the war its destroyers took
part in the Battle of Britain and in the evacuation
of France. Auxiliary cruisers, converted from

fast, large passenger ships, took their share of the
sea-blockade imposed by the Allied forces, with
considerable success. Men of the R.C.N, have
served far afield with ships of the Royal Navy,
and to-day there are more than 1,000 officers
and men from Canada with the Imperial Service.
Three years of war have seen men of Canada's
Navy serving in every sea, and have seen its
ships in the Atlantic and the Pacific from the
Arctic to the Tropics.
The Navy is adding destroyers to its strength.
Three modern Tribal class destroyers have been
launched in Britain. The keels of two more were
laid this summer in a Canadian shipyard.
Training standards have not been relaxed in
the Navy's unprecedented expansion. Men are
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I UNIT equals approximalely 10,000 me

drawn from every section of tfie Dominion and a
progressive and complete training course is provided. In October a new Naval College is being
opened at Esquimalt.
In the past three years the new strength of the
Royal Canadian Navy has become a valuable
addition to the two great navies of Britain and

To keep steady stream of
food and arms flowing to
the world's battiefronts
merchant sailors run the
gauntlet of Axis U-boats.
Thousands of these unsung
heroes have died, Convoys
(UPPER LEFT) are screened
by naval escort. When sub
is encountered the depth
charges are dropped over
the side (ABOVE) and the
explosion(RIGHT)crushes
the U-boat's steel walls.

the United States.
The Navy, like the other fighting forces, has
its women's organization. Patterned after the
famous "Wrens" of the Royal Navy, the Women's
Division of the R.C.N, is training young women
to do the same kind of work as the women of the
British organization.

