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sexually acuve aie wvis veg -
than programs that promotg Sbsti-
nence alone. : Z

The research also shopvs that
comprehensive abstinenfe-based
programs do not promofe earlier
or increased sexual activity among
young people.

There is no evidencg whatever
that abstinence-only pyograms are
effective at reducing teen preg-
nancy oOr sexual acfivity. A 1997
report, “No Easy 7 swers,” from
the National Campajgn to Prevent
Teen Pregnancy €4 oed the 1994
findings reported 2 the fifth bien-
nial meeting of the Society for
Research on Adolpscence, which
concluded that tijere were “no
methodologically sound studies
that demonstrate the effectiveness
of curricula that tg ach abstinence
as the only effedtive means of
preventing teen p egnancy.”

A recent $5 million abstinence-
only program (ENABL) that did
have a methodo bgically sound,
rigorous evaluatipn found that
these abstinence-C ly participants
were more likely {0 become sexu-
ally active than rfonparticipants.

When progranjs fail to teach
about contraceptjon, young people
are poorly serveq. At some point in
their lives, mo§ people will be-
come sexually aftive, and informa-
tion about cony aception and the
prevention of s¢xually transmitted
infection is nepded to save lives
and avoid uni ended pregnancy.

Planned Pa enthood of North-
west. Ohio welcomes inquiries
about family life and sex education
curricula. Thefe is\i0 excuseé for
spending publ
on ineffective jrograxis, given the
research from {he figld.

L. PAHL

Executivg Director
Planned Paxenthood
of NW\Qhio

————

State: support

reconstruction bills

Two bills now pending in the
Ohio General Assembly would re-
quire all insurers doing business in
Ohio which provide insurance cov-
erage for mastectomies to also
provide coverage for breast
reconstruction incidental to mas-
tectomy. They are S.B. 47 (Watts)
and H.B. 159 (Britton).

Ten years ago when I had a
pilateral two-team mastectomy
with immediate submuscular
reconstruction using tissue e€x-
panders which were replaced with
silicone gel implants, I lost only
the time which I spent in the
hospital. I returned from the hospi-
tal at 1 p.m. and was driving and
doing errands a couple of hours
later.

Heavy lifting and overhead lift-
ing were the only restrictions for

or private dollars

RUTH N'-~W‘ITZEMA{“‘\fr:am city, State, anu icuciss -
i 2D
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Two Toledos unit

has a proud record

I would like to advise that John
Henry Fullen and his organization
have no connection whatsoever
with the Association ‘of Two
Toledos (formerly the Committee
on Relations with Toledo, Spain)
which has originated and main-
tained relations with Toledo since
1931.

The Association of Two Toledos
(Committee on Relations with
Toledo, Spain) has been officially
recognized by the city with finan-
cial support and exchange visits of
delegations.. The Blade archives
will show evidence of this long
relationship.

We have maintained a scholar-
ship program through the coopera-
tion of the University of Toledo and
a relationship between the YMCAs
of the two cities. A collection of
artifacts demonstrating the long-
standing friendship with the asso-
ciation is in the safe-keeping of the
UT library. We also sponsor each
year a program honoring the out-
standing students of Spanish in the
Toledo area high schools.

I would like to see a retrospec-
tive of the relationship between
the Association of Two Toledos and
the city of Toledo, Spain, published
in The Blade.

MARILYN STEVENS
Trustee, Association
of Two Toledos
Grand Rapids

PR

Red tape a barrier
to U.S. businesses

Swa_your Ow DUSHTC -~ the
American dream. Perhaps you
have a knack for making exotic
waffles that everyone loves. All you
need is that old waffle device your
mother no longer uses, a ticket to
Vietnam, and a few hundred bucks.
Soon you can have a small chain of
eateries with dependable help and
plenty of free time for enjoying the
fruits of your gamble and sweat.

Try it in America and you will
soon discover why some people
complain about bureaucracy. You
will encounter people from

- ready

Yeaus, and that’s just the first
wave. -
Instead of fishing and enjoying
thy fruits of your entrepreneurism,
yo\ will spend every spare minute
with\tax experts, lawyers, and psy-
chiatNsts. Odds are very good that
you will be broke and only be able

‘1o affdyd to talk to God.

HopeXully, you learned to pray in
school. X not you could always join
the armly and go fight against

totalitaridnism in a place like Viet-
nam.

JERRY LUPTON
Tiffin

e

District not at fault
for digcipline woes

Your Jupe 3 editorial shows
again your sophomoric and unin-
formed rgsponse to situations
whose 0 brsimplification belies
complexity and misplaced blame
diverts gttention from where re-
sponsibifities truly belong.

What js your suggested solution
to the discipline problem? Perhaps
it is to Have teachers and adminis-
trators o home with children so
they cay be parents to them for 24
hours, rot just during school time.

The Toledo school system is al-
unctioning as surrogate
family for many youngsters. When
do we [as a society begin to de-
mand fesponsibility from parents
for the] behavior of their children?

The[parents of children who do
behavg in the classroom have the
right fo expect that their children
will e receiving lesson presenta-
tion /without disruption from ha-
bityfally unruly classmates.

Children who consistently dis-
rupt the classroom need to be
segregated and dealt with in a
facility set aside for problem
youngsters.

Yes, that is punishment, and,
yes, that is stigma. But students
who behave have the right to learn
in peace.

And you do a disservice to the
Toledo board of education, its
teachers, and administrators by
unjustly pointing the finger at
them. v

RICHARD D. THIELMANN
Wedgewood Court

Punishing Flinn was the right move

A few days ago a short letter appeared concerning the Flinn
matter. I believe the gist of it was a claim that Kelly Flinn was
«taken in by the jerk,” thereby raising an interesting question.

If she was truly gullible enough to be taken in by some “jerk,”
what in the world was she doing tooling around the sky in a B-52
loaded with nuclear warheads? After all, she might someday be
talon in hv some “jerk” that turns out to be a secret terrorist.
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