
sexually active aie m v ^ i ^ 
than programs that promote absti­
nence alone. 

The research also shoifvs that 
comprehensive abstinen/e-based 
programs do not promofe ear l ier 
or increased sexual acti^/ty among 
young people. 

There is no evidenci^ whatever 
that abstinence-only programs are 
effective at r e d u c i n g teen preg­
nancy or sexual acfivity. A 1997 
report, " N o E a s y Amswers," from 
the Nat ional C a m p a g n to Prevent 
Teen Pregnancy eonoed the 1994 
findings reported a the fifth bien­
nia l meet ing of t le Society for 
Research on Adol iscence, which 
concluded that there were "no 
methodologica l ly sound s tudies 
that demonstrate t le effectiveness 
of cur r icu la that t< ach abstinence 
as the only effective means of 
prevent ing teen p egnancy" 

A recent $5 mi l ion abstinence-
only program ( E N A B L ) that d id 
have a methodol )gically sound, 
r igorous e v a l u a t i ) n found that 
these abstinence-c i l y part icipants 
were more l ikely to become sexu­
ally active than rwnparticipants. 

When programs fail to teach 
about contraception, young people 
are poorly served. A t some point in 
their lives, most people wi l l be­
come sexually active, and informa­
tion about contt-aception and the 
prevention of saxual ly t ransmit ted 
infection is needed to save lives 
and avoid unintended pregnancy. 

P lanned P a enthood of North­
wes t Ohio w elcomes i n q u i r i e s 
about family li; e and sex education 
cur r icu la . The-e isVio excuse for 
spending publ ic or pkivate dol lars 
on ineffective nrogras is , given the 
research f r o m X h e h\ld. 

RUTH N, WITZLm/ 

State: support 
reconstruction b i l ls 

Two bil ls now pending in the 
Ohio Genera l Assembly would re­
quire a l l insurers doing business in 
Ohio wh ich provide insurance cov­
erage for mastectomies to also 
p r o v i d e c o v e r a g e for b r e a s t 
reconstruct ion incidental to mas­
tectomy They are S.B. 47 (Watts) 
and H .B . 159 (Britton). 

Ten years ago when I had a 
b i l a t e r a l two- team m a s t e c t o m y 
w i t h i m m e d i a t e s u b m u s c u l a r 
reconst ruct ion us ing t issue ex­
panders which were replaced with 
sil icone gel implants, I lost only 
the time which I spent in the 
hospital. I returned from the hospi­
tal at 1 p.m. and was dr iv ing and 
doing errands a couple of hours 
later. 

Heavy lifting and overhead lift­
ing were the only restrict ions for 

Two Toledos unit 
has a proud record 

I would like to advise that J o h n 
Henry F\jllen and his organization 
have no connection whatsoever 
w i t h the A s s o c i a t i o n ' of Two 
Toledos (formerly the Committee 
on Relat ions with Toledo, Spain) 
which has originated and main­
tained relations with Toledo since 
1931. 

The Associat ion of Two Toledos 
(Commi t tee on R e l a t i o n s w i t h 
Toledo, Spain) has been officially 
recognized by the city with finan­
cial support and exchange visits of 
delegations. The Blade archives 
wi l l show evidence of this long 
relationship. 

We have maintained a scholar­
ship program through the coopera­
tion of the Universi ty of Toledo and 
a relationship between the Y M C A s 
of the two cities. A collection of 
artifacts demonstrat ing the long­
standing fr iendship with the asso­
ciation is in the safe-keeping of the 
U T library. We also sponsor each 
year a program honoring the out­
standing students of Spanish in the 
Toledo area high schools. 

I would like to see a retrospec­
tive of the relationship between 
the Associat ion of Two Toledos and 
the city of Toledo, Spain, publ ished 
i n The Blade. 

MARILYN STEVENS 
Tricstee, Association 

of Two Toledos 
Grand Rapids 

R e d tape a barrier 
to U .S . businesses 

^ a j u r o ^ I L - b u f i i i r e S f r t h e 
A m e r i c a n d r e a m . P e r h a p s you 
have a knack for mak ing exotic 
waffles that everyone loves. A l l you 
need is that old waffle device your 
mother no longer uses, a ticket to 
Vietnam, and a few hundred bucks. 
Soon you can have a smal l chain of 
eateries with dependable help and 
plenty of free t ime for enjoying the 
fruits of your gamble and sweat. 

Try it in A m e r i c a and you wi l l 
soon discover why some people 
complain about bureaucracy You 
w i l l e n c o u n t e r p e o p l e f r o m 

J r o m city, state, 
reaus, and that's just the first 

vwave. 
i n s t e a d of fishing and enjoying 

the fruits of your entrepreneur ism, 
y o \ w i l l spend every spare minute 
witnUax experts, lawyers, and psy-
chiatNsts. Odds are very good that 
you vMl be broke and only be able 
to affdrd to talk to God. 

Hopefully, you learned to pray in 
school. If not you could always jo in 
the arrn^ and go fight against 
totalitari, n i s m in a place like Viet­
nam. 

JERRY LUPTON 

Tiffin 

Distr ict not at fault 
for d iscipl ine woes 

Your J t i i e 3 edi tor ia l shows 
again your l sophomoric and unin­
f o r m e d response to s i tua t ions 
whose oMfersimpIification bel ies 
complexity and misplaced blame 
diverts Efttention from where re-
sponsibiBties t ru ly belong. 

What /s your suggested solution 
to the dfecipline problem? Perhaps 
it is to 1 ave teachers and adminis­
trators 10 home with chi ldren so 
they cai be parents to them for 24 
hours, r ot just dur ing school t ime. 

The ' 'oledo school system is a l ­
ready unct ion ing as surrogate 
family or many youngsters. When 
do we as a society begin to de­
mand 'esponsibility from parents 
for thel behavior of their chi ldren? 

The/parents of chi ldren who do 
behave in the c lassroom have the 
right £0 expect that their chi ldren 
wi l l be receiving lesson presenta­
t ion/without disrupt ion from ha-
b i t ^ U y unru ly classmates. 

Chi ldren who consistently dis­
rupt the c lassroom need to be 
segregated and dealt with in a 
fac i l i ty set as ide for p r o b l e m 
youngsters. 

Yes, that is punishment, and, 
yes, that is stigma. B u t students 
who behave have the right to learn 
in peace. 

A n d you do a disservice to the 
Toledo board of educat ion, i ts 
teachers, and administrators by 
unjustly po in t ing the finger at 
them. 

RICHARD D. THIEIMANN 

Wedgewood Court 

Punishing F l inn was the right move 
A few days ago a short letter appeared concerning the F l i n n 

matter. I believe the gist of it was a c la im that Kel ly F l i n n was 
" taken in by the jerk ," thereby ra is ing an interest ing question. 

If she was truly gullible enough to be taken in by some " jerk ," 
what in the wor ld was she doing tooling around the sky in a B-52 
loaded with nuclear warheads? After al l , she might someday be 
*-^b-on in hv some " je rk" that turns out to be a secret terrorist . 


