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Educators from other countries 
find schools here not so foreign 

Mehboob: seeing how schools 
prepare students for work. 

B Y H O L D E N LEWIS 
BLADE STAFF WHITER 

When Tahira Mehboob visited 
Hawkins Elementary School yester
day, she was in for a pleasant sur
prise. The sixth graders she talked 
to actually had heard of her home
land of Pakistan. 

"They were quite enthusiastic," 
she said. "They seem to know about 
it very we l l . " 

She is owner and principal of a 
two-year-old private school in Pe
shawar cal led the Institute for 
Learning and Motivat ion. She is 
among four educators from other 
countries who are swinging through 
Toledo this week during a month-
long, coast-to-coast visit sponsored 
by the U.S. Information Agency. 

They're among about 40 foreign 
educators who are in the United 
States to gain insight into the U.S. 
educational system and programs to 
develop a coinpetent work force. 
That delegation broke up into small-. 

er groups, one of which is visit ing 
the Glass City. Toledo Sister Cities 
International found famil ies for 
them to stay with. 

Mrs. Mehboob said she's here 
mostly to learn how American 
schools prepare students for the 
transition from high school to the 
world of work. She's also wi l l ing to 
gather any other ideas. 

Also in Toledo are Abdulla S. A l 
Saai, manager of training and devel
opment for Eurogas in Qatar; Da
vidson Kuya teh , second- in-com
mand of the Sierra Leone Teachers 
Union; and Phi l l ip John Hale, a 
vocational educator from Wales. 

Yesterday the four went their sep
arate ways. Mr . A l Saai visited Mc -
Kin ley School, then his counterpart 
at the Sun Oi l refinery. M r . Kuyateh 
shadowed Toledo Federation of 
Teachers president Da l Lawrence. 
M r . Hale spent the day with Jama 
Roman, director of vocational edu
cation of Toledo schools. 

Today, all of them will visit the 

main branch of the l ibrary, the P r i 
vate Industry Council , and the Tole
do schools' International Studies 
Center, then view the Rubens exhib
it at the Toledo Museum of Art 
before leaving town. 

Mrs. Mehboob said she was im
pressed with Hawkins School. 

"The atmosphere is happy," she 
said. "It 's the sort of atmosphere 
where children w i l l learn." 

She spent the day with Hawkins 
principal Dennis Thayer and talking 
about the similar i t ies and differ
ences in their schools. Mostly, they 
said, there are similari t ies. 

One difference has to do with 
homework, or in Mrs. Mehboob's 
case, after-school work. Children at
tend her school from 8;30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and do a l l their homework 
during the last 90 minutes of the 
day. When they do homework a l 
home, they suffer from distractions 
l ike television, , and often rely too 
much on help from parents and 
other adults, she said. 


