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We think of Toledo as an old city, but it really
isn't. Only 150 years ago this city had less than
100 residents. The area where Madison and
Huron intersect was then a swamp .
Some gentlemen in 1817 paid $76.06 per acre
to start developing what was then called Pt.
Lawrence . Benjamin Stickney built probably
the first bui lding there in that same year, 1817, a
warehouse where Bostwick-Braun is now. The
event of the "log raising" was celebrated by the
residents of the nearby established towns of
Perrysburg and Maumee. A Joseph Prentice
was the bu i Ider of this warehouse, and five years
later, 1822, in a small frame house between St.
Clair and Summit Streets, his son Frederick was
born, the first white child born in Port Lawrence.
The Prentice's must have been of hardy stock,
for young Frederick lived 93 years, died in 1915.
Benjamin Stickney continued to play an
important part in the early development of Pt.
Lawrence, buying lots for $25.00, the average
price. He soon fell out with the early merchants,
and left town to form the new town of Vistula,
way out by Lagrange Street. The rivalries and
partnerships of these four towns, Pt. Lawrence,
Vistula, Maumee and Perrysburg, were to form
the base of history of the development of this
entire area.
There entered a period when there was great
discussion as to where the "head of navigation"
would be, and therefore the great center of
commerce that would surely develop in the
future. A bitter rivalry developed between Pt.
Lawrence and Vistula for the shipping trade,
and while they were fighting, a good deal of the
business was going up the river to Perrysburg
and Maumee.
It soon became evident that these two rival
towns, Pt. Lawrence and Vistula, had better
settle their jealousies and unite their energies in
combating the common enemy.
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Ready to return to the city from the terminus and car
barns of the Adams Street line at the corner of
Bancroft and Ashland Avenues, taken about 1874.

A meeting was held, and a gentleman by the
name of James Irvine Brown suggested the
name of Toledo, and it was adopted.
The first mayoral election was a hotly
contested one, between the uppertown folks,
formerly Pt. Lawrence, and lowertown loyalists,
which was the former Vistula. Lowertown
emerged victorious, with the election of our first
mayor, John Berdan, still a prominent name in
Toledo.
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