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Dear Friend and Visitor:
The Board of Governors and staff of Local 12 UAW-CIO Surruner Camp ex
tend a sincere welcome.
On the camp grounds are picnic tables and chairs placed there for your con
venience. You are invited to tour the camp grounds and in doing so, naturally you
want to know the history of the camp.
The camp was founded in 1947 by Richard Gosser, Vice President of the In
ternational UAW-CIO, and dedicated on June 28, 1947, by Vice President Gosser,
International UAW-CIO President Walter Reuther and International Secretary-Treasurer
Emil Mazey to give all Boys and Girls an opportunity (which was denied most of us
in our youth) of a camping period with a well planned and directed recreation pro
gram.
Since that year, the camp has expanded from nine to 22 cabins and three wig
wams with each cabin having accommodations for nine campers and a senior coun
sellor, and the wigwams each house 11 campers and a counsellor. The cabins are
spaciously located on the 22Y2 acres of ground which is all fenced in. The cottage on
the south end of the grounds is the counsellors' headquarters.
Camp capacity is 225 campers. The dining room on the second floor of the build
ing on the shore of Sand Lake can seat 225 campers and the staff. This same building,
lower section, serves as a recreation room as illustrated in pictures in this booklet.
We want to point out that the camp for visitors or campers is not restricted to
only CIO members and their families. It is open to everyone. Camping rates are priced
moderately and parents who find it impossible to send their boy or girl, due to finances,
can contact my office for application form. Every effort is made to find a sponsor for
the boys and girls for a camping period. Weare grateful to those who responded by be
ing sponsors and to those who have made and continue to make contributions, making
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it possible for many youngsters to enjoy camp life. It is money well spent in providing
our youth a health building program.
A Pavilion on the Summer Camp grounds has been furnished for the grown-ups
who want a place to spend a night or a week of their vacation. It can accommodate twenty
couples at a time, and the exceptionally low rates make advance reservations a necessity.
The Pavilion, like the Summer Camp itself, feeds its guests as part of the low
charges; and in order to provide a maximum quality of food at the lowest possible price,
the Board of Governors and the Officers of Local 12 adopted the policy of purchasing
and operating a group of farms.
The farms raise vegetables, primarily for the tables at the Summer Camp and Pa
vilion, and provide fresh milk daily (pasteurized, of course) and have begun to make
fresh, tested meats available, too.
The milk bill for the 225 children who fill the Summer Camp to capacity, and the
staff (which includes counsellors for the children) has been running at the rate of $601.85
a week. It would be much higher if the Summer Camp had to buy its milk at retail. Pic
tures in this booklet give you some idea of the extent of the Dairy Farm, Poultry Farm
and Pig Farm.
Our Summer Camp, although one of the three best in the country, charges an aston
ishingly low rate. But it provides all of the advantages, facilities and safety features of
Summer Camps for the well-to-do.
One enterprise that is in the operation, and will be expanded to help carry the costs
of this high quality is the General Store in the Pavilion, where a wide assortment of stand
ard packaged groceries, canned goods, and Summer Camp Farm meats and vegetables in
season are available at comparable or below-market prices.
This integrated activity of Summer Camp for children, Pavilion for vacationing
adults, the Summer Camp Farms to supply these activities and the General Store to market
the salable surpluses is one of the greatest undertakings of our Local 12.
Few union activities compare with it. It was conceived by a good many brothers
and sisters working together - union men and women who, in their own youth, had no
such opportunity to attend a Summer Camp such as this.
What was once a privilege of the wealthy has become the advantage of the ordinary
working people, regardless of race, color or creed. It is one of the very bedrock founda
tions of functioning Democracy.
In spite of a total cost of these enterprises now somewhat in excess of $200,000,
we are extremely proud of this endeavor, and well pleased with the returns in health, hap
piness and harmonious community relations we have gained from it.
It has taken a lot of hard work to build the Local 12 Summer Camp and every
one connected with the camp is well aware that the effort is worth while because the
camp fills a hard felt need in our community with the sole purpose being a camp to
build strong minds and healthy bodies for the children of today.

To give you a detailed idea of camp life, here are pictures illustrating activities
of the boys and girls while in camp.
There are separate camping periods for boys and girls. The youngster can spend
one week or up to the entire six week period.
And may we remind you, any contribution, large or small, is money well spent
to make it possible for youths who otherwise would be unable to afford it in the build
ing of the boys and girls of today into workers and better citizens of tomorrow.

CLEM HOLEWINSKI
President, Local 12, UAW-CIO

WALTER MURPHY
Fin. Sec'y-Treas., Local 12, UA W-CIO
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HOWARD REDIGER
Treasurer, Local 12 Summer Camp

I

)

•
ALBERT SCHNEIDER
T,u ) t cc

ERNEST KUBACKI
Boord Mf! mbe r 01 Lo.gc

The officers of Local 12, UAW-CIO, proudly and sincerely urge
you visit the Summer Camp and the farms owned by the members of
Local 12.
This will give you an opportunity to view for yourself the progress
made in improving the camp from its inception and the marked im
provement on the farms which provide poultry, meats, milk and vege
tables daily for the campers.
Once you visit the camp and the farms you, too, will be as proud
as we, the officers of Local] 2, our international Vice President Richard
Gosser, who founded the camp and conceived the idea to give all
youngsters an opportunity to enjoy a vacation at a camp, and all those
who have worked untiringly to make it the finest camp in the nation.

WILLIAM WESTON
Boord M e mb e r 1)1 Lorg "

ALFRED KENNGOTT
Guide

RAYMONT THURMAN
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VINCENT RINGLER
Boord Member 01 Lorg e

EDWIN MADRZYKOWSKI
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HAROLD DEAN
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As a reminder, the camp is open to visitors every Saturday and
Sunday with facilities to enjoy the day with bathing, boating and picnic.
There is no admission charge for the picnic facilities.

LEROY STENGEL
ilo oo' " M l' mb'·' 01 "''' '9 01'
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Chow::lime

This is the dining hall which accommodates 225 youngsters at one Sltt1l1g. Meals are cooked by the best chef available. Meals are served
on schedule three times a day with much of the food now being provided by the Local 12 farms.
This insures freshness whether it be
vegetables, fruits, or meats.

This is a partial view of the recreation room. Ping
pong, weight lifting and boxing are the sports.

If the weather is a little on the inclement side the
boys or girls take to d1ess, as shown in picture above.

This is a partial view of the Lo
cal 12 D ai ry Farm having 34 cows
housed overnight in a modern barn
with new milking machinery pro
viding fresh milk daily for the
camp. Prior to the purchase of the
dairy farm the camp milk bill wa~
over $600 a week. Bottom picture
is another partial view of Farm No.
1 located across the road from the
camp. It shows the duck pond with
its hundreds of ducks and at extreme
right are pig pens having accom
modations for nearly 200 porkers.
In backgrou nd is a modern brood
ing house and mode rn building for
hundreds of chickens. The camp
has fresh vegetables daily grown on
this farm and all excess vegetables
are canned and placed on sa le at a
substantial savi ngs in the Local 12
store.
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The Way to Local 12 Summer Camp
Take Route 223 from Toledo throush Sylvania to Adrian. Micbisan.
Follow Route :52, North, out of Adrian to Route :50. Tum left on
Route :50. About 4 miles West of Tipton you will find a Local 12 Camp
sign on right side of road near the Standard Oil station. Turn right
(North). Sand Lake is about 1 mile down this road. Drive carefully
down this road.

Mailing Add,eu

LOCAL 12 SUMMER CAMP
Onsted, Michigan

(Sand Lake)
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