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July 25, 1959

Mr. Richard Gosser
International Vice President UAW-CIO
425 winthrop street
Toledo, Ohio
Dear Dick:
This letter will contain information that I related to
Ned Skeldon a few moments ago; lim sending it along so that
you'll have it in writing, first-hand.
In talking to some of my friends on the McClellan Committee
staff, I learned that the subpoena which has been issued for
your appearance and that of some of the other representatives
of Local 12, is strictly the product of Republican partisanship
and is a pure and simple case of trying to smear you and some
of the Democrats with whom the UAW has been friendly.
The McClellan Committee itself, as a group, does not
determine who is to be subpoenaed or called to appear before
the Committee. Any member of the McClellan Committee, accord
ing to what I was told, has the right to request the issuance
of a subpoena for anyone that the member wants to bring before
the Committee for interrogation. Needless to say, this is a
very different procedure than we have in the House. Here it
takes the action of the entire Committee to subpoena witnesses.
Although McClellan has acquiesced in the above procedure,
he has insisted that information with respect to a subpoenaed
witness be presented to the entire Committee before a hearing
is actually scheduled. I was told that Goldwater, Mundt, or
whoever insisted on subpoenaing you and the others has declined
thus far to furnish the Committee with any information. As a
result, McClellan has refused to set a definite date for the
hearings -- postponing the hearing scheduled for next Monday
until August 4. I was told that he almost certainly would
postpone it again unless the Committee is informed of the
information upon which the subpoena was issued.
The one thing that was most encouraging to me, Dick,
was the outspoken antagonism of the Committee staff against
the Republican members of the Committee who have insisted
upon subpoenaing you. The staff members recognize that any

information against you is of sufficiently old vintage that
the charges are flat and that the only possible purpose can
be to try to embarrass a few Democratic labor leaders -- for
a change.
I was told that I would be kept informed on the situation
and that I probably could find out in advance just what infor
mation will be developed in the event that you actually are
forced to come to Washington.
I was hope ful that I'd be able to get the Committee to
tear up the subpoenas but this does not appear to be possible,
the reason being that I don't stand a hell of a lot better with
Goldwater or Mundt than you do . At any rate, that's the situ
ation.
This takes best wishes.
Sincerely yours,

Thomas

TLA:kl

~

Ashley, M.C.

