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HI,: country round Tarragona, looking on to the NIedlterraneÿm,

give:; a pleasant impression of well-being and delight. Orange,
lemon, and hazel-nut trees alternate with the vine and the olive in
this fertile region, watered by the Francoli and Gaya rivers, and its
climate is soft and mild.
This old city--which enjoys at soft and mild climÿte--ls situated on
a hill, at the foot of which extends, on the land sÿde, the modern part
of the town, and, on the side of the sea., the harbour, while dominating
the whole coast is the balcoÿ.zy oi lhc Mediterrataean, the culminating
point of a boulevard.. The bright and pleasant city still conserves
valuable records of its past in monuments and typical nooks and col
ners, and there may be often seen on the faqades of the houses i,n
the older part, tablets with l.atin inscriptions which recall the old

days of Roman domination when this city played such an important r61e.

The origin of the city is plunged in pre-historic days. The most
ancient part which remains is of course pre-Roman, with great walls
of gigantic uncut stones. The text of an old Greek book of travels,
probably written in the sixth century 13. C. speaks of a town which

the Greeks called Callipolis--the beatiful city--, and which may be
identified, it appears, with Tal-ragona. Intercoursewas soon established
between the Greeks and the natives of the toÿm, and it is even be-

lieved that a part, though only a small part, of the walls are of Greek
construction.

To Tarragona is due the honour of being the gateway through which
Latin civilization entered our peninsula. The wars between Carthaginians and Romans caused the invasion of Spain by Roman troops
under the command of the great Scipio in 218 13. C. They soon suc-

ceeded in driving the Carthaginians from the peninsula, and began
their work of conquest and assimilation. Tarragona was the first city
to be Romanized. It was known during the first century as Golonia

Julia Victrix Triumphalis Tarraco, and so great was its importance
that it was chosen as a temporary residence by several of the Emperors. Augustus lived there two years, and Adrian, the great traveller, passed a considerable time in Tarragona, during which an
attempt on his life came very near to being sucessful. The impor-

tance of the city is proved by the valuable Roman and early Christian
remains which still exist; to-day no town in Spain, save Merida,
possesses so many. It was the capital of the Tarragonese district,
to which it gave its name, and rose to its greatest height of prosperity in the second century, when it numbered more than 30.o00
inhabitants. The Roman historian, Pomponius Mela, called it Urbs
opulentissima and the town began to outgrow its original precincts,"
and to extend into the plain•

With the fall of the Roman Empire Tarragona lost its great importance in the peninsula. It fell in turn into the hands of the Visigoths and the Arabs, and nothing of importance remains of those

first centuries of the Middle Ages, unless it be the window arch of an
old Arab mosque, to-day in the cloister of the Cathedral. Not

until its conquest by the 13ishop of 13arcelona, San Olegario, at
the beginning of the I2th century, did a new period of greatness
begin for Tarragona.
Of the grand Roman monuments, only remains are left which, in

spite of their number, fail to give an adequate idea of the past greatness of the city. It owned two important temples: one dedicated to
the deified Augustus, and the other erected in honour of a foreign
divinity, Jupiter Ammon, whose cult came partly from the banks
of the Nile. It stood on the top of a hill, on the site occupied to-day
by the Cathedral, and was constructed of Roman stones. The gigantic

perron to the Cathedral is that which by the Via Triumphalis (to-day
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Mayor Street), gave access to the Roman temple in the first centuries of our era. Of the remainder of the buildings there are still
some in existence which give a more exact idea of the monuments
of that time.
The Roman walls of Tarragona were built in the third century B. C.
on the then already ancient and colossal walls of the early inhabitants,
made of enormous stones. There are still remains of these under the
Roman walls, and gates of these early fortifications may still be seen,
such as that known as the Rosario gate. They are in all a kilometre
and a half long, and the Roman part, which comprises nearly the
whole of the remains, still bears marks made by the Iberian stonecutters employed in their construction, written in the letters of their
alphabet.
The tower known as Pilate's Tower, which a curious popular

legend connects with the Gospel figure, is properly the 2ÿraetorium
Consulare, and is called also the Palace o/Augustus. It is the remains
of a much larger construction, of square or rectangular plan, at the
corners of which there must have been .towers like the one which
remains. It is built of finely wrought stones.

There is little of the Forum, nothing but an arch and a stretch of
wall in the Plaza del Pallol. It was there that all the political and
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economic life of the city was centred, communicating by four streets,
at right angles to one another, with the rest of the town.

Of the Amphitheatre there remahl only a few flights of steps; and
the same is the case with the theatre, whose tiers of seats were erected on the slope of the hill on the side which looked sea-ward. Something more remains of the Circus of which the Romans were so
fond: a few subterranean vaults. Other interesting remains have

been found in the lower part of the city; they are possibly those of
a lower Forum, very necessary for the rapidly developing life of the
Tarragona of the second century.
Outside the city there are other Roman remains of great importance, which are in a better state of preservation than those within
the town, such as the Ferreras Aqueduct, four kilometres away. It
measures 217 kilometres in length, and as much as 24 in height, at
the point where the double archway of stones has to pass over a

deep depression. Its common name of Puerile del Diablo (Bridge of
the Devil), arises from a curious legend accordingÿto which its architect was an emissary from the infernal regions.
On the JJarcelona road, and at 6 kms. from Tarragona there'is
seen the so-called Tomb or Tower of the Scipios. It is in fact a tomb,
but not of the Scipios, being a work of a much later date, of squ,aÿe,

formation and with three floors, with two curious figures carved in
its stones. A good deal further from Tarragona, at a distance of
about 20 kms., there is the magnificent Arch of Bara, erected either
as a sign of peace between two neighbouring tribes, or as a boundary

between them. It is beyond doubt the most beautiful Roman Arch
preserved in the Peninsula. Its single slender archway is flanked by
four fluted pillars, and an inscription states that it was erected by Lucius Licinius Sura, an influential Spaniard in Rome, and the intimate
friend of Trajan. It is, therefore, a work of the second century
A. D. Under its graceful archway, and very close to the sea, runs
to-day the road to Barcelona.

The Museum is comprised almost entirelyof Roman objects found
in the neighbourhood, and the importance of these makes it one of
the best of its kind in Spain. It conserves decorative remains of the

destroyed temples of Jupiter Ammon and Augustus, and sculptures of
great interest, especially notable being the portraits of various Roman

Emperors, a lovely mutilated image of Flora, the goddess of fruit,
a Venus of the type of the Venus of Guidos by Praxiteles, and Hermes
as a cup-bearer, a copy of a lost Greek original by this sculptor. But

the most fascinating of all the figures is that of the bronze lampbearer, an Ethiopian youth holding a lamp, half a metre high and a
work of the best Roman period. Important, too, is the Pagan sar-

cophagus of Proserpine. In the vestibule is the great allegory of the
Hdroe Tarraco (the Hero of Tarragona), a master-piece of the great
contemporary sculptor, now dead, Julio Antonio.
Museumo/the Tobacco Company.--On the occasion of the construction of a Tobacco Factory a great Christian cemetery was discovered. With all the tombs and other objects found there, a Museum,

unique of its kind, has been formed in the Factory itself.
The Middle-Ages mÿy be said to be symbolized for Tarragona in
its Cathedral, built on the top of a hill, in th2 same place where in the
first centuries of our era stood the temple of Jupiter Ammon. The

present building was begun in the Roman period; the mutilated
Gothic fagade with its enormous doorway belongs to the late I3th
centur-.,. In the lower part there is a series of apostles and prophets, the
most delicate of which were carved by Maestro Bartolom6 in 1278,
and the rest clumsy and top-heavy, by the sculptor Castayls, a century later. On the right side of the fagade and over a Roman door
is a palaeochristian sarcophagus embedded in the wall.

The Cathedral is made up of three majestic Gothic naves, the most
remarkable thing being the harmony between the Romanesque style
prevailing when the work was begun, and the ogival which predominated later.

The reredos of the High Altar is a veritable gem of Gothic art, the
carving of which is due to Guillermo de la Motta. The predella of
polychrome alabaster is by Pere Johan (i5th century) of whom a

foreign critic has said that
*during the commencement
of the i5th century, neither

in Flanders nor in Italy
had his fantasy surpassed.

nor did he find his equal
but in the realistic hallucinations of the far East,>
(Bertaux). The Romanes-

que marble frontal of the
altar (I3th century) is also
worthy of note.

Close by, in the chapel
on the left, is the important altar-piece erected by

the Tailors' Guild in the
middle of the I4th century,
and the work of the master
Aloy. We must mention,
too, the tomb of the Arch-

bishop don Juan de Arag6n, a work of the middle
of the I4th century, and

among the chapels that of
Santa Bÿrbara, in florid
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Gothic style, those of
Roman Aqueduct
St. Cosme and St. Damiÿn
(Renaissance), and the great
Chapel of the Sacrament, a neo-classic work of the 18th century.
The cloister is interesting for its capitals with their carved plates,
and for the Virgin del Mainel at the entrance door. The tower is the
watch-tower of the city, and on clear days there can be seen from it
the Balearic Isles to the south-east, and on the land side the beautiful plain of Tarragona. The Monasteries of Poblet and Santÿ:s Creus,
in the interior of the province, are important and worthy of a special
excursion, while on the way to Barcelona, the coast of Garraf gives
a splendid view.

H 02 ELS:
EUROPA, lull board from 20 to 40 plas.--PAItlS, lrom 18 to 40 plas.
INTERNdCIONAL, from 12 to 18 plas.--N.ACIONAL, lrom 10 ÿo
20 ptas.--CONTINENTAL, from 10 to 15 pÿs.--CENTRO, ]tom
10 to 12 pesetas.

DISTANCE:
From Madrid.. 599 Kin. by rail, and 562 Km. by road.
,
Irÿ2n .... 584 ÿ
.
534 .
,
, Porf-Hou. 259 ,,
ÿ,
,
I,a Junzluera.
252 ÿ
,
Algeeiras. 1.343
,,
1.09g ÿ
,
Paÿs... 1.231 ,,
ÿ,
1.116 i

PATRONATO NACIONAL DEL TURISMO
(Spanish State Toÿtrisÿ Department)
MADRID
Medinaceli, 2
Printed in Spain

PAR]IS
12, Bd. de la Madeleine

TARRAGONA
Rambla del t4 de Abril, 92

HUBCOGP.ABADO ARTE,-BILBAO

Free copy

