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HE city, situated on a castral hill, possibly the site of an old
fortified camp, is surrounded by mountains, the nearest of

which are Monte Pedroso (Stony Mountain) on one side, and Pico
Sacro (Sacred Peak) on the other, while betwen these are wonderful green valleys such as that of la Mahia. It .is the seat of an Ar-

chbishopric, of a University for all the higher branches of learning,
and of a pontifical Institute and University.
Tradition has it that one of the first of the Spanish regions to
be favoured with the preaching of the Christian faith were the districts of Ulla and el Tambre, visited by the apostle St. James. On
his being martyred at Palestine by the order of Herod, his disciples

ve. This sepulchre being
miraculously discovered at

in Compostela, and there
when peasantry come in
crowds one can see the
local dress, hear the typical songs, and watch the

removed his body {o Iria
Flavia, and built a simple
mausoleum over his gra-

the beginning of the ninth

old customs.

century, the see of Iria was
transferred to Santiago

As in the rest of this
region, the prevailing style

and there was soon for-

in Santiago is Romanesque,
though-the city possesses
also marvels of the Gothic,
the Renaissance, and the

med round it an important urban centre. Pil-

grims and merchants from

distant lands began to flock
there, after the announce-

encyclic of Pope Leo II.
In the IIth century Al-

facade of the Obradoiro.

fonso VI ceded to his elder
daughter D.a Urraca, mar-

ried to Count Raymond of
Burgundy, the county of

Galicia and Portugal, and
at their court attention
soon began to be drawn to
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rico-classic styles, and

above all of the Baroque,
of which there are such
beautiful examples as the

ment of the news by the

the great figure of Diego
Gelmirÿz, elected bishop in
ilOO, and in 112o, the first

Archbishop of Compostela.
Diego Gehnirez, a student of Paris, and in intimate relationship

with the Abbeys of Cluny and Claraval, encouraged pilgrimages, and

!

The Cathedral, accor-

ding to the ,Historia Compostelanaÿ, was begun in
lO78, and the definite consecration took place in
i2ii. The plan of the Basilica is a Latin cross, ioo
metres long and 60 wide
at the transept, and three

aisles separated by 42 pin

Photo Wunderlich
The ÿNfia del Villar,

lars. The presbytery is a
prolonged semi-circle, surrounded by a broad apse with five chapels.
The cupola is octagonal with vaulted supports.

persuaded Calixto II to grant to Compostela the singular prero-

gative of a full Jubilee.
"With the Reformation the number of pilgrims decreased considerably, since the most zealous visitors to Compostela were the
people from the north; so did its commerce.
Santiago, seen from the Paseo de la Herradura or the Belvis
porch, looks like an immense mass of granite.

On the altar with its Baroque frontal and silver steps is the statue
of the Apostle in polychrome stone, a I2th century sculpture with

modern additions in silver such as the pilgTim's staff and cloak; it
is surrounded by a silver arch, the whole being crowned by an enormous, heavy Churrigueresque canopy in wood.
Underneath is the crypt with the modern silver chest which con-

tains the bones of St. James the Elder; while over the side aisles

Apart from a few modern additions the city, even in its humblest spots, preserves its ancient character. On market days peasants
from the country around fill the streets with a cheerful bustle, while
the lively students still go on as in the days of amorous intrigue.
During Holy Year--the year when the festival of St. James is on a
Sunday--the noisy country pilgrimages carry the mind of the spec-

runs the triforium with its elaborate decoration.

tator back to the days of the Middle Ages.

situated the tombs of Count Raymond of Burgundy, Ferdinand II,

Situated in the region of Galicia where national customs are
still closelv observed, these take on their most picturesque form

In the chapels of the presbytery there are fine tombs, and in
that of the ÿ,Holv Ghostÿ interesting images and sculptures. Among

the chapels of the rest of the building the most important is that
of ÿLas Reliquiasÿ, the work of Juan de Alava (I523), where are
Alfonso IX, the Empress D.a Berenguela, wife of Alfonso VII, and
D.'a Juana de Castro, wife of Peter the Cruel. In spite of much that
has been lost, in preserves admirable reliquaries, such as that which

Hospital Facade
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The San Clemente Convent

contains the head of St. James the Younger, and here too is kept

The Tesoro faQade, which looks on the Platerias, is in Renais-

the splendid monstrance which is the masterpiece of Antonio de Arfe.
The P6rtico de la Gloria, an interior narthex of the principal

sance style, and the work of Gil de Hontafi6n.
The vast Renaissance cloister with Gothic vaults was begun in
i521 by Juan de Alava and luan Gil aÿ Hontafi6n.
Adjoining the Cathedral stand the Palace of Gelmirez, a magnificent example of Romanesque civil architecture, with a large hall
for meals with precous historiated brackets, and the chapel of la

entrance, is a harmonious combination of deep theological symbolism,
the work of the master Mateo, built between the years 1168 and 1188.
The marvellous expression, the realistic attitudes of the 135 figures,

the perfect technique with which they are executed, mark out the
P6rtico de la Gloria as a unique example of Christian sculpture.

The portico stands on the badly-named Old Cathedral, the work of
the same Mateo, and of fine proportions and exquisite carving.
Of an earlier date is the Puerta de las Platerlas, the only one
of the old doors left. It is covered with statues and reliefs, some
of which come from the north door.
The fagade of the Obradoiro, a magnificent piece of Baroque work,

(i738-i75o), was designed by the Galician architect Casas Novoa.
The facade of the Azabacheria (i75o-i77o), also Baroque, was
completed by Don Ventura Rodriguez.
The Puerta Santa, with statues of the i2th century of the primi-

tive choir-stalls of the Basilica, was built in the i7th century.
The graceful Clock Tower, the lower part of which is I4th century, was finished in the i7th century, by the great architect Domingo de Andrada.

Corticela, a Romanesque work with a beautiful doorway.

Within the Cathedral a visit should be paid to the Sacristy and
above all to the Museum, recently installed, with notable stone sculp-

tures and liturgical objects, and a hall with tapestries from the Madrid manufactory after designs by Goya, Bayeu, etc., and some or
other fine ITth century embroidered hangings. The Library has valuable codes, such as the Calixtine, and the Archive interesting documents such as the <ÿTumbo A,> with portraits of the kings.

The Consistorial Palace, with the Obradoiro fa§ade, the Hospital,
and the College of San Jer6nimo, forms the vast Hospital square, one
of the most imposing in the world, lts faQade, 83 metres long, is in
neo-classic style, composed of three parts, and with a fine relief of

the Battle of Clavi]o on the central frontal, crowned by a statue of
St. James on horseback, both the work of the Galician sculptor
Ferreiro.

The Hospital of the Catholic
Kings, is a splendid building
which occupies the North end

Museum in the Seminary of

Galician Studies; the Blanco

of the square. Its plan is a rec-

Cicer6n collection, rich in Cel-

tangular parallelogram, 90 me-

tic torques; the University Li-

tres in depth by 68 frontage

brary with documents and co-

with four large courtyards, two
Renaissance and two Baroque,

des of great value, among them

and a lovely chapel, the work of

recently enriched by the books
of Archbishop Lago.

the architect Enrique de Egas.
The College of San Jer6nimo

the Psaltery of Fernando I, and

WALKS.--The most beauti-

has a fine door-way and court-

ful of all is the Herradura pro-

yard.

menade, from which a fine view

San Martin Pinario: Is an

can be gained of the c!ty, on

immense building which occu-

one side, and the green valley
of the Mahia, on the other.

pies 2o.ooo square metres with

Cathedral.--Left lateral Nave

Clemente); the EthnOgraphical

four cloisters. The church is a

LOCAL FESTIVITES.--Santia-

splendid example of the transition to the Baroque style, with
its fine retable and the choir
resplendent of wealth in carved

go celebrates the feast of its
patron saint on the 25th day of
tlIe month of July, during
which fireworks are displayed

work.

in front of the Obradoiro, and

Another enormous building

in the Cathedral, the great cen-

is the convent of San Francis-

ser or <ÿbotafumeiroÿ, (two me-

co, of which nothing remains

tres high), is at work across
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of the early construction but a few arches in the cloister; all to-day

the central arm of the transept almost touching the ceiling, while the

is i8th century work and very fine.
The Fonseca College, constructed at the expense of Archbishop

grand episcopal procession moves along the nave and wings.
ExcuRmONs.--Very pleasant excursions can be made in the Ulla

Alonso de Fonseca in 1525 for a University. Very interesting are the

valley, where there are a number of splendid old manor houses, (Oca,
Ribadulla) to Padr6n, whence arose the Jacobean legend; to Noya,
to the ruins of Sobrado, etc.

panelled ceilings of the refectory and the staircase, the beautiful
cloister, and the fine plateresque doorway.

On the outskirts of the town stands the Collegiate Church (,de
Sar,, in the midst of a delightful valley. It is one of the most remarkable of the Galician Romanesque churches. Its plant consists of
three aisles with three semi-circular presbyteries. Its inclined pillars
are a sight inspiring awe. The cloister is very beautiful, and contains
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interesting tombs.
MUSEUMS, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTIONS.--Besides the Cathedral

UO3IPOSTELJ, ]Ml board ,from 24 to 5"4 ptas.--ESPA,ffdA, /tom
15 to 30 ptas.--ARGENTINA, ]roln 11 to 50 ptas.--SU1ZO, ]tom
10 to 20 plas.--LA 1)ERLA, frtrm 10 to 15 ptas.--EUROPA, /rom
12,°5 to 14,25 ptas.--3IAHIANA, ]rom 6 to 9 ptas.--LA ESTRELL,d,

Museums we have the Archaeological Museum (in the Patio of San

1tom 5 to 7,50 pfas.

DISTANCE:
From Madrid ..... 906 Kin. by rail, and 668 Kin. by road.
Irzin ....... 891 ,,
ÿ
898 ,
Port-Bou... 1.758 ,
La Junquera.
1.638 •
Algeciras . . . 1.650 ÿ
,
1.392 •
,
Paris ...... 1.715 ,
ÿ,
1.683 ÿ
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