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HE city is situated in a plain at the junction of the rivers Torio and
Bernesga, which flowing to the east and west of the town respectively, make of it a kind of islet. Le6n is an important centre of communication between Castile and the north of Spain (Aslurias and Galicia).
It was built to shelter the legio VII gemina and later was probably
also the dwelling of Bereber Muruza. In the middle of the 8th century it
was reconquered by Alfonso I, but was deserted for nearly a hundred
years until occupied by Don Ramiro. A Christian population was established there which fled from Le6n in 846 before the attack of the Islamites. Ordofio I repopulated it as well as Astorga, Amaya and Tuy.
During the tenth century Le6n was the most important town of
Christian Spain. Famous of old for its thermal springs, it was made a
bishopric by Ordofio II. The city was, however, once more to be the
scene of disasters, with the defeats of the Sanchos, Ramiros and Bermudos;
it bebeld revolts and rebellions, and was finally subdued by Almanzor.

Ordofio II gave for the

After a time of hard strug-

purpose some Roman baths
converted into an "aula regis",

gle, Le6n managed to recover,
and during the eleventh century grew more than ever.

and over this primitive Cathe.
dral, the remains of which
have been il! concealed and

The conquest of Toledo was
the beginning if its decline,
until it finally lost its rank as
the seat of the Court and its
place as political centre went
gradually to Castile.

adapted, arose later the new

edifice. Alfonso IX was reigning
when Bishop Manrique "laid
the foundations of his Cathedral with great care, but failed

Le6n possesses about a

to carry out the work". Later
there were various stages in

hundred streets; many of them
are modern, and have been
laid out and constructed recently. It is a town of very

the construction. Nothing is
known of the author until the
work was well advanced; then

evident vitality, which on a
few years has flourished more
than ally other city of this

Maestro Enrique, who was al-

so the architect of the Burgos
Cathedral, appears on the sce-

category, and it gives an impression of solid comfort.

ne; he died in 1277, and was
succeeded by Juan P6rez. The
history of the restorations is
long; those who had a prin-

Latterly it has been enlarged
to a surprising extent, but the
older quarters have been scar-

cipal share in them were La-

cely touched, the alterations
of these dating from earlier

vifia, Don Juan Madrazo, and
Don Demetrio de los Rios.

times. It may be said, there.
fore, that there exist two cities,
closely connected, and that one

passes abruptly into the other.
It is a brusque but curious
Aslorga. The Cathedral

Photo. Loty

transition from ancient to mo-

dern times. The older part still
preserves its typical nooks, and
one can walk for hours in the

town of Le6n without ceasing to experience the most varied artistic
emotions. The most characteristic corner of the city is the Plaza Mayor
or main square and its vicinity, where at every moment some new and

delightful sight may be enjoyed.
No general description of Le6n can be made without speaking ill
praise of its sky: a veritable marvel of transparency and light--a sky
more proper to Andalusia -- one of the greatest of its attractions and an im-

portant factor in the number of impressions left on the mind by the city.
On entering the square of its name a magnificent spectacle is offered
by the Cathedral of Santa Maria de Regla, a perfect model of ogival art
at the height of its development--of singular purity and harmony of
line, especially in the interior. The beauty of the Cathedral is so enhanced
by the light and colour that it is perhaps here more than anywhere
else that one experiences that peculiar emotion aroused by all this class
of churches. It is in the general impression which it produces that lies,
beyond doubt, the principal merit of the building.
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is thus also divided into three;
a polygonal outer aisle with
five chapels, and two towers in the principal facade adjoin the main body
of the church. Its principal measurements are: 50 metres long by 29 wide
and 30 high. According to Street, the architect who designed the building
had possibly seen the cathedrals of Rheims and Amiens, and in particular the Abbey of St. Denis.
The Cathedral has a cloister, sister to that of Burgos, and outbuildings worthy of admiration.
As a special complement of the Cathedral architecture must be noted
the polychrome stained windows, of great size and magnificence, which are
popularly said to give the building the appearance of a glowing lantern.
In the square of its name stands the church of San Isidoro, a monument of the tenth century, and a precious jewel of Roman art. Once

the church of San Juan Bautista, it was rebuilt in stone by Feruando I,
receiving its present form. Alfonso ¥ restored it as a Pantheon and the
body of San Isidro, brought from Seville, was deposited in an urn on

the High Altar.

Khe Collegiate Church of St. Isidore
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The exterior offers a curious mixture of architectural types. The main
body, in Romanesque style, offers a sharp contrast to the Gothic chancel,
and still more so do the Renaissance cornice, the railing with rose-shaped
decorations, and the pediment which with an equestrian statue crowns
the primitive work. There is a square tower, and an outer projecting
body which corresponds to another formed by the southern arm of the
transept. Nothing more typically early Romanesque can be imagined
than this latter, with its arches, the cornice, the decoration of the capitals, and the sculptures which adorn it. The entrance door is a graduated
triple arch, with two pillars on each side, while there are other symbolical decorations.
The church which has come down to us--after various restorations
-- contains three aisles, the largest one raised the transept lower than

the central one, with lobulated arches, two smaller presbyteries, a main
chapel of quadrangular plan and, at the end, the Pantheon of the Kings.
The aisles are separated by pillars with fine decorations. AIÿ the end of the
southern aisle is the tomb of the architect Pedro de Dios, who rebuilt this
church, and near by is the famous Baptismal Font. In the main chapel the
most notable thing is the throne of wrought silver, a I6th century work
which occupies the third retable, of the period of the chapel.
Very important among the chapels of San Isidro is that of Los Pi.
fiones, which is a continuation of the arm of the transept. It is of Roman
origin, but its roof was possibly transformed by Alvar Pÿrez de Quifiones, chief lieutenant of Alfonso IX. The decoration of this chapel is
also most remarkable.

A visit should be paid, too, to the treasury of the Collegiate church,
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where there are objects of immense value: an onyx chalice, coffers,
wooden caskets, embroideries, etc...

The third magnificent treasure which Le6n possesses is San Marcos,
which was originally a hospital and asylum. It was rebuilt by the Order
of Santiago for the primate's house and a place where pilgrimages were
bound to stop. Fallen into ruin in the 16th century, a new reconstruction
was begun in 1514, but the present monmnent was not commenced till
after 1530. The work was carried out in stages, but the architect is not
known. Juan de Badajoz was building the sacristy in 1549, and in 1543
Orosco worked upon the facade of the choir. The works of the 18th
century were entrusted to Don Martin Guifiaga.
Le6n possesses, besides the three splendid monuments already described, others of very special interest:
The Town Hall, a work of the 16th centre'y, with two typical facades
and coats of arms on the principal one.

The Old Consistory of the year 1677 in the Plaza Mayor has a clock
supported by two lions, and two turrets at the ends of the building.
The Palace of the Guzmÿns which forms a square with a beautiful
doorway. Built in 1560 it is one of the finest palaces in Spain. Its upper
gallery is a magnificent and important architectural work.
The Palace of the Condes de Lerma in the Plaza del Conde; there
is still a part which can be seen. Its Gothic doorway is 14th century.
In the present Internado Teresiano there exist remains of the old
Romanesque convent of San Pelayo of the 12th century.
There are no historical records of the 13th century church of Santa
Maria del Mercado; it has three aisles without a transept.

guinda garden which follows the river bank till it reaches the statue of
Guzmhn el Bueno. The park in the quarter of San Francisco is very
extensive. Other delightful walks could also be mentioned.
Tl:ere are a number of excursions which can be made from Le6n, and
a mere list of these is enough to arouse interest: to Astorga--a historic
and monumental city which must not be forgotten--to Sahagtln, San

Pedro de las Duefias, Valencia de Don Juan, Valderas, Islonza, San Miguel de Escalada, Gradefes, Santiago de Pefialba, Santa Maria de Arbas,
Ponferrada and Carracedo, which contain admirable monuments; the
excursions to the Pont6n and Bayos (as far as Covadonga), to Las Lonjas,

to the Picos de Europa, to the Hoces de Vegacervera, to El Bierzo, to
Las M6dulas, etc.; in all these there is scenery which leaves a lasting
impression of splendor and beauty on the mind of the traveller.
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San Marcelo is of historical importance; the present building dates
from 1588, but there are remains of a 12th century doorway.

The Provincial Poor.house dates from the time of Bishop Cuadrillero, and its reconstruction from the 18th century.

San Salvador de Pla del Rey is a historic building, with a fine cross
of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.
Other churches and buildings could be mentioned as being notable
in themselves, or as containing works of importance.

The Museum o] San Marcos built in 1869-1871, was filled with artistic
works and a profusion of Iberian and Roman antiquities. It is already
rich in paintings, bronzes, ceramics, mosaics, inscriptions: all works of

the third to the 18th century.
The Cathedral and San Isidro possess most important Archives. In
that of the Cathedral is preserved the "palimpsest code" discovered by
Blumen (sixth and seventh centuries), the famous Bible of 920, and codes
and documents of the utmost importance. In San Isidro there are 800
documents and 120 codes, among them a Bible of 1162. This Library
Archive is singularly interesting.
Besides the three great monuments which the city of Le6n possesses
and the large number of characteristic and interesting buildings, there
are other treasures well worthy of a visit such as the stretches of wall
where there may still be seen some of the old ashlars used by the Romans. A delightful visit can be paid, too, to the gardens. Le6n, surrounded
with orchards and meadows which make the country delicious, has in
the interior of the town the garden of San Francisco, of great beauty
and simplicity of design; as a continuation of this there is the Paperla-
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