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RANADA, the former capital of the Arab kingdom of this name, and
the city whose conquest by the Catholic Sovereigns brought about
national unity, reckons to-day with 118.000 inhabitants. It is situated on
two historic hills-Alhambra and Albaicin-and stretches down to the fertile plain crossed by the river Genii and bounded by the spurs of the
Sierra Nevada, the Sierras of Parapanda, Elvira and Alfacar, and the
fields of Alhama. The scenery which it commands is of great variety
and beauty, enhanced by the clear sky, brilliant light, and abundant
vegetation, and this, combined with its artistic treasures and its historic memories, make the city a real Paradise to the traveller. The
climate in Winter and Summer is of extreme temperatures, so that it
is in the intermediate seasons, in Autumn even more than in Spring, that
Granada is most fascinating.
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streets, sudden unexpected little squares, stone water tanks, alleys, convents,

the summer palace of the Moorish kings. The principal patio is de-
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lightful, with a profusion of trees and flowers gushing fountains and

leader of the time of the Reconquest; pottery or cloth factories which
tell of old popular industries; the fascinating "carmcnes" or country-

rushing water. Other courts and terraces of these extensive gardens,

which quite eclipse the remains of the palace, are a veritable dream

houses with garden, with their roses, cypreses and fountains; and
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myrtles, shady summer-houses... Legend fills the gardens with ghosts

The Alhambra.-- Among the artistic treasures of Granada the fo-

of beauty. Fountains, pools, cascades, flowery groves of orange and

as for example, the tradition attached to the "Suhana's cypress".

remost place is occupied by the Alhambra, a palace and Arab fortress,
built on the top of a hill at the foot of which flows the river Darro, and

this Emperor, the work being entrusted to Pedro Machuca, replaced by

encircled by a wood filled with the sound of splashing fountains, and the

his son Louis under Philip II. The principal facade is formed, like the

The palace ot Charles V.--This palace was built on the order of

song of birds. It is composed of several towers, of which the most

other facades, of square hewn stones, and finished by a cornice of

famous are la Vela, de1 Homenaje, and la Cautiva. Within the enclosures

Tuscan style. The centre of the building is occupied by a circular patio,

which formed the Royal Palace are a number of patios, the largest of
which is known to-day as that of los Arrayanes (the Myrtles), or la A1-

surrounded by a ring-shaped vault of Escfzar stone, supported by Doric
pillars over which runs the cornice which serves as support to the

berca (the Pool), which is a marvel of harmonious proportions and

gallery or corridor of the palace apartments.

romantic beauty. The smaller Court of the Lions is exquisite in the de-

The Cathedral.--This is the first Renaissance church which was built

licate workmanship of its decoration, and has in the centre its famous

in Spain, distinguished by its main facade, the Gate of Pardon, the mag-
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nifieent Capflla Mayor or principal chapel, the chapels of San Miguel, la
Trinidad, Nuestra Sefiora de la Antigua, etc. Mention must be made of
the pictures and sculptures which tile Cathedral possesses by Alonso
Cano, Alonso and Pedro de Mena, Juan de Sevilla, Josfi de Mora, Atanasio Bocanegra, Josfi Risuefio, and other masters of the Granada
school. Adjoining the Cathedral is the Chm-ch of el Sagrario, an elegant
]Sth century building, and the Royal Chapel, which is reached by a
Gothic door in sharp contrast with the architecture of the Cathedral.
The Royal ChapeL--Built as a burial.place for the Catholic Sovereigns, whose remains repose in a magnificent tomb. This chapel is the
work of Dominico Fancelli. Beside it another by Bartolomfi Ord6fiez
guards the remains of Juana ]a: Loca (Joan the Mad), and Don Felipe el
Hermoso (Philip the Fair). The temple is in Gothic style. Of artistic
and historic interest are the iron railing which divides the church, the
altarpiece of the High Altar and the various relics which form the
Treasury or Museum of the Catholic Sovereigns, more especially the
splendid collection of pictures of the 15th century numbering works
by Van der Weyden, Metaling, Dierick, Bouts, Botticelli, etc. The exterior of the Royal Chapel is also in florid Gothic style.
The "Cartuja" o/ Carthusian Monastery.--It was begun in 1516, new
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additions being made later. The church consists of a single aisle, with
gesso decorations, pictures by Bocanegra and sculptures by Mora. The
Sacristy is Baroque, of great beauty and decorated with rich marbles
from the Sierra Nevada and plaster work. In the Holy of Holie+ (Sancta
Sanctorum), a striking Baroque construction, are statues by Mora, Risuefio
and Duque Cornejo, the cupola being painted by Risuefio and Palomino.
The Chnrch o[ San Jer6nimo.--A splendid Renaissance building, the
work of the architect Diego de Siloe, chief designer also beyond doubt
of the Cathedral Its Capilla Mayor was destined for the burial-place of
the Great Captain, Gonzalo Fernfindez de C6rdoba, and owns a magnificent reredos, also a 16th century work.
Casa de los Tiros.--Tlfis was the residence of the Granada-Venegas

family; the Official Information Office of the "Patronato Nacional del Tu.
rismo" is now installed there. Tile facade is remarkable for its decoration
of statues and knightly symbols, and within is the room known as the
"Cuadra Dorada', which has a fine original 16th century panelled ceiling.
Palacio de la Chaucillerÿa (Palace of the Chancery).--A beautiful
building erected before the middle of the 16th century, with a fine
central patio. Other monuments worthy of mention are: the Church of
San ]uan de los Reyes, the tower of which is the minaret of an ancient
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The following excursions
are recommended: to the Sa-

the caves of the gipsies which

or Arab University; the
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started there by Padre Man-

has an important collection

llegiate Church built in the
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The Museums are installed
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is interesting for the Visi-

ted with the history of Gra-

gothic and Arab relics found

nada and with the preparations
for the grÿet enterprise of

at Medina Elvira which are

exhibited there. The Museum of Fine Arts, besides valuable pictures,
has an enamel triptych from Limoges of the early ]6th century, and five
panels from the Ermita de los Mfirtires.
The principal festival in Granada is that of Corpus Cristi, which
being celebrated in the midst of the Andahlsian Spring, is always

A visit should also be paid
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Columbus; to the delicious valley of Lecrin which serves as outlet
for tile Alpujarra, atld gives at:cess to the beautiful Mediterranean coast;

to Sierra Nevada, which deserves a special excursion facilitated by
the recent creation of a sphJndid road. a tramway line and a hotel: to
Loja, Guadix, Baza, etc., historic towns of monumental interest.

accompanied with great pomp and splendour. The procession of the
Santisimo Sacramento (the Blessed Sacrament) is an event of great
solemnity. The traditional nightly concerts in the Palace of Charles V,
and various other festivals of literary or artistic character, add a note
of culture to the programme of festivals.

Holy Week, too, is celebrated with great magnificence. The 2nd of

HOTELS
ALHAMBRA PALACE--Full board from 30 Io 45 pesetas
WASHINGTON IRVING -- Full board from 25 to 40 pesetas
PARIS- Full board from 25 to 30 pesetas

January, anniversary of the surrender of Granada, is the occasion of
typical commemorations. Very characteristic, too, is the feast of San

Cecilio, patron of the city, and still more so, that of the Virgen de las

ALAMEDA--Full board from !7'50 to 30 pesetas
INGLATERRA--Full board from 20 to 30 'pesetas
VICTORIA -- Full board from 15 to 30 pesetas

Angustias, in the month of September. An ancient custom of the people

SUIZO- Full board from 12"50 to 17'50 pesetas

of Granada is to go to the banks of the Darro on the evening of

AMERICAN PENSION -- Full board from 20 pesetas

St. Peter's day; to the orchard gardens of La Gracia on St. John's day,

ENGLISH PENSION-- Full board from 12 1o 20 peselas

and to the Sanctuary of San Miguel el Alto on the 29th of September.
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