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HIS city, (80.000 inhabitants), like nearly all those in Andalusia, is
extremly ancient, there being proofs of its existence in the days of
the Phoenicians, as early as 1.500 years before the Christian era. Excavations
within its perimetre have brought to light Egyptian amulets and Phoenician sarcophagi which bear witness to the antiquity of the city, while
the tradition, ha]f historical, half legendary, of the famous Pillars of
Hercules is in itself sufficient to make it famous. From a Phoenician
factory it came to he a Carthaginian colony, and on its conquest by
Rome it won from the Empire the status of a privileged ally, gaining
fame for its beauty and for the grace of its dancers--proverbial in Rome

The "Parque Genov,ÿs"

--as formerly it had been renowned for the daring and enterprise of
its sailors. During the Gothic period it was completely ruined. It was
several times sacked by the Normans and fell into the hands of the

Moors, till finally it was definitely reconquered by Alfonso el Sable (the
Wise) in 1262. Its historical tradition has continued up to contemporary
days. It was the starting-point for several important military and commer-

cial over-sea expeditions, having been continually besieged and sacked during Spain's frequent wars with France and England, whose squadrons re-

peatedly made Cadiz their point of attack. Finally it has the honour
of having been the meeting-place of the famous Cortes which sat from
1ÿ10 to 1813 and drew up and promulgated the first Constitution of
the Spanish monarchy, while the city was cheerfully enduring a painful
siege by the Napoleonic troops.
The situation of Cadiz is exceptionally beautiful. It appears to be
constructed at the end of a ridge of rocks meant to defend all the
interior of its vast bay from the fury of the Atlantic. Almost surrounded by the sea, it is one of the most maritime of Spanish towns.
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Maritime and Andalusian, blue and white, with white-washed walls
bathed in radiant sunlight. It is not what it is commonly called in Spanish
a "tacita de plata" (silver cup)--Cadiz is a strong robust city, and

essentially Andalusian in character. All the landscape round has the
sea for background. The city seems constructed by and for the sea.

Its beautiful great bay is defended by the city as by a harbour; the
town itself being a diminutive peninsula and a long-narrow belt of flat
land which joins Cadiz to the rest of Spain. Alongside the bay there are
various fine towns, such as ÿan Fernando, Puerto Real, and the Puerto

de Santa Maria. Outside the bay, facing the Atlantic, is Rota. On
account of this exceptional situation on the sea, Cadiz enjoys a delicious
climate all the year, especially in Autumn and Spring, which are
delightfully mild seasons. Even in the extreme seasons its temperature
is mild and pleasant.
Cadiz is surrounded by promenades bordering the sea. The most notable are those of Canalejas, the Alameda de Apodaca, and the Genov6s
Park, all commanding splendid views. It has also the finest squares with a
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mencelnent of the 18th century, but not finished until

Other buildings in Cadiz worthy of a visit are: the Town Hall, also
neo-classic, and with the same characteristics of this style mentioned in

describing the Cathedral; the Alms House and the National Prison.
The towers, castles and fortresses--some destroyed--are of great

historic and picturesque interest, especially in relation with the
Spanish Fleet, of which Cadiz may be said to have been the cradle.
The castles of Santa Catalina, San Sebastifin and San Lorenzo de1
Puntal, and the Tower called Tavira are fine examples of military
architecture, a splendid view of Cadiz, its bay, and the Atlantic being
enjoyed from the latter. The submerged ruins of the Temple of Hercules
in Sancti Petri should also be seen; the Museum o] Painting, one of the
most interesting in Spain, where there is a fine collection of works
by Zurbarfin and other artists; the provincial Archaelogical Museum;
the Grand Theatre, recently called after the great composer Manuel de

Falla, a native of Cadiz; the Chapel o] the House o] the Widows of
Frajela (Capilla de la Casa de las Viudas de Frajela) and the temple
of San Fehpe Neri, the meeting-place of the famous Cortes of 1812.
This last excursion is an absolute duty for all Spaniards who visit the
Phoenician Tombl

fascinating Andalusian city, as homage to those brave men, whose spirit
still seems to permeate the town.

the 19th. It is of course in the neo-classic style which was in vogue during
that period, the whole giving an impression of cold elegant beauty. The
• most striking feature of its decoration both within and without is the
Corinthian pillar and the marble used in it. The tabernacle is also of
marble, with jasper and bronze, severe but graceful in line. In its nume-

rous chapels, some of which are extraordinarily beautiful, such as that
called "las Reliquias", there abound pictures and sculptures of great
merit. These are the work of la Roldana, Martinez Montafi6s, Arce and
others, the most notable being the marvellous San Bruno, by Mon-
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