Here is your invitation to participate in International Relations
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A CREATIVE FORCE FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING THROUGH CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT AND COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION... Hundreds of American cities and towns, and unnumbered thousands

of people in those communities, are making the satisfying discovery that they can contribute
significantly to international friendship by participating in the Sister City program. These
American communities are affiliated with "Sister Cities" in more than 60 other nations.

WHAT: When an American community of whatever size or

character joins with a community in another
nation to learn more about each other

SISTER CITIES
help to further international
understanding at all levels of
the community on a continuing
long-term basis. Within this
program, cities and their
citizens exchange things, ideas
and people in a wide variety
of cultural, youth, educational,
municipal, professional, and

technical projects.

HOW : No catalog could possibly list
all the ways in which Siÿ:ter
Cities operate because the variety of
methods for "getting to know you" are

and to develop friendly and meaningful

limited only by the imagination of the

exchanges, the two may propose a formal

committees. Two principal objectives to

affiliation. The ideal affiliation involves a
large number of citizens, local officials
and organizations in both communities
engaged in continuing activities of
mutual interest.

A Sister City program is a vital
WHY -" activity in which citizens of
all ages discover that people are people
wherever they are.., discover they have
common interests whatever their language,
culture or the color of their skins...
discover that the desire for peace is universal.

keep in mind when planning your activities
are: • You don't establish and maintain

friendships by a single effort.
It requires continuing activity.

• You do establish such continuity by a
broad base of activity in which many
people and organizations participate.

Any group of enthusiastic people,
believing that their community can and
should participate in the Sister City program,
and wanting to set out on such an activity
which gives great personal satisfaction, can
start the ball rolling for a vital, viable program.

An Umbrella for International Community Involvement

CI

The Sister City concept is unique in international programs. First, it is two-way--the give and take
is shared by both sides. Second, it provides for planned and continuous contact between the cities
involved and their citizens. Third, it brings together both municipal and volunteer resources at the
local level. Fourth, it offers a mechanism at the community level for anyone or any organization to
become involved in international relations. It is an umbrella for international community involvement.
The ultimate success of a Sister City program occurs when it reaches the broadest person-to-person
level possible. As expressed by the famed, late commentator Edward R. Murrow, 'The best form of
international communication occurs at three feet." But communities must translate this desire to
"communicate" at the person-to-person level into a plan of action.

AN UMBRELLA PLAN . . . Nearly every
member of the community, young or old,
belongs to some kind of organization or
another. Nearly everyone has a hobby, goes
to school, belongs to a service or professional society, works .in a business or
industry, volunteers his or her time in any
number of local organizations which can
be linked to counterparts in another country.

Thus, the linking of like organizations in
both cities can open new avenues of
program adventure. "

The concept is simple once the two cities
have taken the initial step of actually

relatively short period of time and help

affiliating as Sister Cities. A catalog of
organizauons should be developed which
will give you an idea of the potential areas

spread the word about your international
involvement to virtually all segments of your

of exchange possible. Don't forget to

community. It may be helpful to have each

include your schools, hobby groups,

organization extend an invitation to its
counterpart organization through the

business and professional organizations,
Scouting groups, service clubs, etc. This

adoption of a formal resolution of affiliation.

list can then be sent to your affiliate to

Each affiliated organization carries out its

determine what organizations they have in
their community to match yours. In some
cases, a similar organization won't exist.
Perhaps you can start one. After comparing
lists, the way is open for club and organiza-

own program within the Sister City
framework and with guidance by the overall
Sister City Committee thus allowing each

tional affiliations which work to get the
largest number of people involved in a

organization.., city-to-city approach to
international diplomacy.

person to individually become a part of this.
person-to-person.., organization-to-

